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WELSH  BIRD  REPORT  NO.  20:  2006 
Introduction 


The  map  opposite  shows  the  arrangement  of  bird  recording  areas  for  Wales  used  in  Welsh 
Birds.  Following  the  creation  of  Unitary  Authorities  as  the  basis  of  local  Government,  the 
Welsh  Ornithological  Society  decided  to  switch  to  the  Watsonian  Vice-county  system  (see  the 
Ray  Society,  publication  No.  146)  as  the  basis  of  bird  recording  in  Wales.  This  system  largely 
matches  the  pre-1974  administrative  Counties  used  by  the  Society  until  1996.  The  recording 
areas  and  Recorders  names  and  addresses  are  listed  below.  Those  with  a  *  publish  a  county  bird 
report. 


COUNTY 

ANGLESEY 

BRECON  * 

CAERNARFON 

CARMARTHEN 

CEREDIGION  * 

DENBIGH  &  FLINT  * 

GLAMORGAN  * 

(Bridgend,  Rhondda  /  Cynon  /  Taff, 
Vale  of  Glamorgan,  Cardiff  and 
Caerphilly 

GOWER  * 

(Swansea  &  Neath  /  Port  Talbot) 
GWENT  * 


Vice-county 

No. 

52 

42 

49 

44 

46 

50&  51 
41 


Recorder 

S.  Culley,  Millhouse,  Penmynydd  Road, 
Menai  Bridge,  Anglesey  LL59  5RT. 

A.  King,  Heddfan,  Pennorth,  Brecon.  Powys. 

J.  Bames,  Fach  Goch,  Waunfawr,  Caernarfon, 
Gwynedd  LL55  4YS. 

D.  Moore,  Rowan  Howe,  Gors  Road,  Salem, 
Carmarthenshire.  SA19  7LY. 

H.  Roderick,  32  Prospect  Street,  Aberystwyth, 
Ceredigion  SY23  1JJ. 

I.  Spence,  43  Blackbrook,  Sychdyn,  Mold. 
CH7 6LT 

G.  Thomas,  9  Julian’s  Close,  Gelligaer, 
Hengoed,  Glamorgan.  CF82  8DT. 


Report  Editor  -  J.  Wilson,  122  Westboum 
Road,  Penarth,  Glamorgan.  CF64  3HH 
41  R.H.A.  Taylor,  285  Llangwfelach  Road, 

Brynhyfryd,  Swansea  SA5  9LB 
35  C.  Jones,  22  Walnut  Drive,  Caerleon, 

Newport,  NP6  ISP. 


MEIRIONNYDD  48 

MONTGOMERY  47 

PEMBROKE  *  45 

RADNOR  43 


Report  Editor  -  V.  Picken,  Little  Ton  Bach, 
Llangybi,  Usk.  Monmouthshire.  NP15  1  PB. 

J.  Dustow,  Afallon,  7  Gian  y  Don, 
Rhiwbryfdir,  Blaenau  Ffestiniog.  Gwynedd. 
LL41  3LW. 

Brayton  Holt,  Scops  Cottage,  Pentre  Beirdd, 
Welshpool  Powys  SY21  9DL. 

J.  Green  &  S.  Berry,  c/o  Crud  yr  Awel.  Bowls 
Road,  Blaenporth,  Cardigan.  SA43  2AR. 

P.  Jennings,  Penbont  House,  Elan  Valley, 
Rhadader,  Powys  LD6  5HS. 
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Other  Bird  Reports  and  Publications 
Report  County  /  Region 

Cambrian  Anglesey,  Caernarfon 

and  Meirionnydd 
Bardsey  Bardsey 


Editor 

Rhion  Pritchard,  Pant  Afonig,  Hafod  Lane, 
Bangor,  Gwynedd  LL57  4BU. 

SD  Stansfield 


The  Wildlife  Trust  South  &  West  Wales  publishes  The  Island  Naturalist,  which  is  the  Journal 
of  the  Friends  of  Skokholm  and  Skomer. 


The  Bird  Recording  Areas 
in  Wales 


M6n 
vc  52 
.Anglesey 


Caernarfon 
vc  49 


Dinbych 


vc  50 


Denbigh 


Meirionnydd 
vc  48 


The  bird  recording  areas  for 
Wales,  based  on  the  Watsonian 
vice  counties.  Each  has  a  vc 
number  for  easy  reference.  Both 
English  and  Welsh  names  are 
shown,  except  where  we  use 
only  the  Welsh  name. 


Ceredigion  ^ 
vc  46 


Trefaldwyn 
vc  47 

Montgomery 


Maesyfed 
vc  43 
Radnor 


Penfro 
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Gower 
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jlamorgan  (£) 
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Recent  count y  avifaunas,  years  of publication  shown  in  brackets,  are  also  available  for: 

GWENT:  The  Birds  of  Gwent  (1976)  and  The  Breeding  Atlas  of  the  Birds  of  Gwent  (1987), 
obtainable  from  J.M.S.  Lewis,  Y  Bwthyn  Gwyn,  Coldbrook,  Abergavenny,  Monmouthshire.  A 
new  avifauna  is  in  the  process  of  being  published  and  should  be  available  in  2008. 
GLAMORGAN:  Birds  of  Glamorgan  (1995),  obtainable  from  Dr.  S.  Howe,  National  Museum 
of  Wales,  Cathays  Park,  Cardiff  or  leading  booksellers. 

GOWER:  An  Atlas  of  Breeding  Birds  in  West  Glamorgan  (1992)  obtainable  from  Dr.  D.K. 
Thomas,  Laburnum  Cottage,  12  Manselfield  Road,  Murton,  Swansea  SA3  3AR. 

PEMBROKE:  Birds  of  Pembrokeshire:  Status  and  Atlas  of  Pembrokeshire  Birds  (1994), 
obtainable  from  Wildlife  Trust  South  &  West  Wales,  this  has  been  superseded  by  Birding  in 
Pembrokeshire  (2004),  available  from  J.  Green  (WBR  Editor). 

CAERNARFON:  The  Birds  of  Caernarfonshire  (1998),  obtainable  from  J.  Barnes,  Fach  Goch, 
Waunfawr,  Caernarfon,  Gwynedd  LL55  4YS. 

ANGLESEY:  The  Birds  of  Anglesey  (2004)  by  P.  Whalley  &  P.  Hope  Jones.  Available  from 
bookshops. 

Birds  in  Wales  was  published  by  T.  &  A.D.  Poyser  in  1994  and  was  the  first  avifauna  for  the 
whole  country.  This  was  updated  in  2002  with  the  WOS  publication  Birds  in  Wales  1992- 
2000.  Both  are  now  out  of  print. 


TREA  TMENT  OF  RECORDS  IN  THE  WELSH  BIRD  REP  OR  T 

The  Systematic  List  covers  the  calendar  year  2006  unless  otherwise  indicated.  Additions  and 
corrections  for  previous  years  are  recorded  in  the  main  List,  with  the  relevant  year  shown. 

For  wildfowl  and  waders  monthly  maximum  counts  for  the  main  Welsh  sites  are  tabulated  as 
available.  It  should  be  noted  that  these  figures  do  not  represent  coordinated  counts  covering  all 
Welsh  sites  on  a  single  day  or  short  period  of  days.  They  are  simply  the  peak  count  noted  for 
each  species  in  each  site  in  each  month  counts  were  available.  Some  overlap  may  therefore 
occur  in  the  figures  within  large  sites,  because  birds  may  shift  between  count  areas  during  the 
month,  and  over  the  winter,  with  movement  between  sites.  For  some  wildfowl,  the  numbers  of 
breeding  pairs  are  assessed  by  the  number  of  males  present  during  the  breeding  season. 
Whereever  possible  records  from  GFAMORGAN  have  been  split  into  EASTERN 
GLAMORGAN  or  GOWER,  similarly  those  from  CLWYD  have  been  split  into  DENBIGH 
and  FLINT.  The  area  along  the  Wye,  around  Glasbury  is  entered  as  RADNOR  /  BRECON 
unless  the  county  was  specifically  identified  by  the  respective  county  recorders. 

The  records  for  many  scarcer  migrants  have  been  summarised  to  show  the  total  recorded  in 
spring  and/or  autumn,  the  spread  of  dates  on  which  recorded,  the  monthly  totals  to  show  the 
pattern  of  occurrence  and  the  total  number  seen  in  each  county.  Where  a  bird  stays  into  2  or 
more  months  it  is  recorded  for  each  in  the  monthly  totals. 

The  species  comments  are  those  to  be  found  in  Birds  in  Wales  or  Birds  in  Wales  1992-2000. 

The  species  codes  are  as  follows: 

(A)  A  rare  species  where  all  records  are  quoted. 

(B)  Unusual  species,  where  a  summary  of  records  is  given. 

(C)  Commoner  species,  where  a  summary  of  breeding  records,  large  counts  or 
unusual  records  is  given. 

(D)  A  common  species,  where  there  is  nothing  of  note  to  report. 

For  species  under  threat,  the  relevant  Red  /  Amber  codes  are  also  given. 
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SUBMISSION  OF  RECORDS 

It  is  the  policy  of  the  Society  NOT  TO  PUBLISH  in  this  Report  any  records  of  species 
regarded  as  British  rarities  on  the  list  of  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee  (BBRC)  unless 
that  record  has  been  considered  and  accepted  by  BBRC.  All  such  records  should,  therefore,  be 
submitted  to  BBRC,  preferably  through  County  Recorders  or  in  an  electronic  form  ONLY  to 
secretary@bbrc.org.uk.  If  it  is  a  written  description  or  typed  and  could  not  be  sent  this 
way  then  please  send  to  the  WRP  Secretary,  Jon  Green,  and  he  will  scan  and  send  it  on  to 
BBRC. 

WELSH  RECORDS  PANEL 

The  Welsh  Records  Panel  considers  records  of  all  scarce  species  in  Wales,  defined  as  those 
occurring  5  times  or  fewer  per  year  on  average.  The  current  list  is  shown  below.  Only  records 
of  these  species  adjudicated  and  accepted  by  the  Panel  are  published  in  the  Welsh  Bird  Report. 
As  not  all  records  of  species  on  this  list  always  reach  the  Panel,  the  non-appearance  of  such 
records  must  not  automatically  be  assumed  to  mean  that  the  Panel  has  rejected  them;  the  Panel 
may  not  have  seen  them. 

It  is  helpful  if  descriptions  of  WRP  species  are  submitted  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  sighting, 
either  via  County  Recorders  or  direct  to  the  Panel's  Secretary  and  description  forms  are 
available  from  County  Recorders  or  the  Secretary.  Any  observer  submitting  a  description  to  the 
Panel  can  see  their  deliberations  on  the  record  on  request.  The  Panel  consists  of  5  voting 
members  and  a  non-voting  Secretary  and  membership  in  2006  comprised: 

R. I.  Thorpe  (Chairman)  -  Caernarfon,  P.  Bristow  -  Glamorgan,  C.  Jones  -  Gwent, 

S.  Hugheston-Roberts  -  Caernarfon,  SD  Stansfield  -  Bardsey. 

J.  Green  (non-voting  Secretary)  -  Ceredigion;  address:  Crud-yr-Awel,  Bowls  Road,  Blaenporth, 
Cardigan  SA43  2AR.  E-mail:  welshrarebirdsgtiscali .co.uk 

The  species  considered  by  the  Welsh  Records  Panel  in  2006  were: 

Bean  Goose,  American  Wigeon,  Green-winged  Teal,  Ring-necked  Duck,  Ferruginous  Duck, 
Surf  Scoter,  Cory’s  Shearwater,  Great  Shearwater,  Wilson’s  Petrel,  Great  White  Egret,  Night 
Heron,  Purple  Heron,  White  Stork,  Black  Kite,  Montagu’s  Harrier,  Rough-legged  Buzzard, 
White-tailed  Eagle,  Golden  Eagle,  Red-footed  Falcon,  Corncrake,  Spotted  Crake,  Crane,  Stone- 
Curlew,  American  Golden  Plover,  Kentish  Plover,  Temminck’s  Stint,  Pectoral  Sandpiper,  Buff¬ 
breasted  Sandpiper,  White-rumped  Sandpiper,  Red-necked  Phalarope,  White-winged  Black 
Tern,  Alpine  Swift,  Short-toed  Lark,  Wood  Lark,  Shore  Lark,  Bee-eater,  Red-rumped  Swallow, 
Red-throated  Pipit,  Richard’s  Pipit,  Tawny  Pipit,  Nightingale,  Bluethroat,  Aquatic  Warbler, 
Marsh  Warbler,  Icterine  Warbler,  Melodious  Warbler,  Subalpine  Warbler,  Barred  Warbler, 
Greenish  Warbler,  Dusky  Warbler,  Radde’s  Warbler,  Pallas’s  Warbler,  Red-breasted 
Flycatcher,  Rose-coloured  Starling,  Red-backed  Shrike,  Woodchat  Shrike,  Golden  Oriole  (from 
2007),  Bearded  Tit,  Serin,  Common  Redpoll,  Arctic  Redpoll,  Common  Rosefmch,  Com 
Bunting,  Cirl  Bunting,  Ortolan  Bunting,  Rustic  Bunting  and  Little  Bunting. 

And  races:  Black  Brant,  Iceland  Gull  of  race  kumlieni,  Yellow  Wagtail  races  except  flava  and 
flavissima ,  tristis  Chiffchaff  and  Northern  Bullfinch. 
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A  CKNO  WLED  GEMENTS 


This  report  was  put  together  by  Rhion  Pritchard  (Waders),  Stephen  Berry  (Doves  -  Waxwing) 
and  Jon  Green  (the  rest).  The  final  texts  were  edited  by  Graham  Williams  and  the  Ringing 
Report  was  written  by  Peter  Howlett.  Extra  information  was  also  supplied  by  Tony  Cross  (Red 
Kites,  The  Welsh  Kite  Trust)  and  Reg  Thorpe  (other  general  information).  I  would  like  to  take 
this  opportunity  of  thanking  them  all  for  their  hard  work. 

This  report  cannot  appear  without  the  ready  co-operation  of  County  Recorders  and  of  the  many 
observers  who  supply  them  with  records.  Thanks  are  due  to  all  Recorders  and  observers  for  the 
data  upon  which  the  Systematic  List  is  based  and  to  Recorders  also  for  their  help  with  all  the 
Editors'  additional  queries.  Particular  thanks  are  due  also  to  R.J.  Howells  for  his  comprehensive 
tables  detailing  the  monthly  maxima  of  wildfowl,  waders  and  gulls  in  the  Burry  Inlet  and  John 
Lawton  Roberts  sent  their  personal  records  for  Denbigh  &  Flint.  Unfortunately  the  WEBS 
counts  for  the  Dee  were  not  submitted. 

Bob  Mitchell,  Steve  Roberts,  Chris  Grayed  and  Colin  Richards  have  each  supplied  some 
excellent  sketches  to  embellish  the  text.  Photographs  were  provided  by  Alan  Lowe,  Lyndon 
Lomax  and  Richard  Smith.  I  would  be  grateful  for  any  high  quality  photographs  taken  of  birds 
in  Wales  to  be  sent  directly  to  me,  as  soon  as  possible  for  inclusion  in  next  year’s  report.  My 
thanks  to  all  for  their  help. 

This  report  seems  to  get  bigger  and  bigger  each  year  and  this  brings  its  own  problems.  I  feel 
that  there  is  a  desperate  need  for  new  sub-editors  to  help  with  the  production  and  introduction 
of  fresh  ideas.  Secondly  there  is  the  size  of  the  report  -  it  is  very  hard  to  summarise  some 
species,  any  ideas  of  possible  changes  would  be  gratefully  received.  Finally  there  are  the 
financial  implications  of  producing  such  a  large  detailed  report  -  WOS  is  a  very  small 
organisation  and  its  finances  are  struggling  to  keep  up  with  the  recent  rises  in  printing  costs.  In 
an  attempt  to  reduce  costs,  colour  photographs  have  been  inserted  into  the  front  and  inside 
covers  only. 

If  there  is  anyone  who  feels  that  they  can  help  in  sub-editting  or  has  constructive  ideas  please 
contact  me  asap. 


Jon  Green,  Editor. 
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ORNITHOLOGICAL  SUMMARY  FOR  2006 


The  year  started  off  with  two  rare  wintering  ducks  still  present,  namely  the  American  Wigeon 
in  Angle  Bay,  Pembroke  and  the  drake  Black  Scoter  off  Llanfairfechan,  Caernafon,  both  hung 
around  until  the  spring  before  departing.  Three  of  the  November’s  Laughing  Gulls  were  still  to 
be  seen,  all  lsl  winters,  at  Porthmadog,  Caernarfon  /  Meirionnydd,  Ogmore,  E. Glamorgan  and 
at  Sandy  Water  Park,  Carmarthen.  News  broke  in  early  January  of  the  male  Black-throated 
Thrush  in  the  gardens  of  Townhill,  Swansea.  The  bird  had  been  present  since  late  December 
before  it’s  identification  was  made  and  subsequently  it  turned  into  one  of  the  most  notable 
“twitches”  of  the  year,  with  the  bird  remaining  until  March.  Elsewhere  at  least  10  Bitterns 
wintered  in  Wales  in  2005/6  and  only  96  Greenland  White-fronted  Goose  wintered  on  the  Dyfi 
in  2005/6  -  numbers  have  been  on  the  decline  there  since  a  peak  of  134  in  2000/1. 

Spring  duly  arrived,  coming  with  it  were  the  usual  crop  of  south  European  rarities.  Purple  and 
Night  Herons  in  Pembroke,  and  a  White  Stork  along  the  Afon  Conwy,  Caernarfon.  The  latter 
spent  around  a  week  in  the  area  before  moving  south  and  was  subsequently  seen  in  Brecon  at 
Ystradgynlais  before  it  made  its  way  to  Pontardawe,  Gower.  The  now  annual  spring  male  Ring¬ 
necked  Duck  appeared  for  just  a  day  at  Uskmouth,  Gwent,  an  adult  Bonaparte’s  Gull  appeared 
in  Cardiff  Bay,  E.  Glamorgan  and  American  Wigeon  found  the  Bay  to  its  liking  and  spent  the 
summer  there.  On  the  coast  an  Alpine  Swift  was  seen  in  Pembroke  and  a  Woodchat  on  the 
Great  Orme,  Caernarfon.  The  islands  didn’t  fare  too  well  by  their  high  standards,  just  a  female 
Subalpine  Warbler  on  Ramsey,  Pembroke  and  a  Red-breasted  Flycatcher  on  Bardsey, 
Caernarfon.  Cemlyn,  Anglesey  entertained  an  American  Golden  Plover  and  there  was  a 
Temminck’s  Stint  at  RSPB  Conwy. 

And  so  the  spring  turned  into  summer.  Of  note  was  the  return  of  last  year’s  breeding  Red- 
backed  Shrikes  to  south  Wales,  again  successful  rearing  four  young,  in  Gwent  a  Woodlark  bred 
for  the  first  time  since  1984  and  the  Osprey  on  the  Glaslyn,  Meirionnydd  /  Caernarfon  fledged 
two  young.  A  total  of  437  occupied  territories  of  Red  Kites  bred  while  there  were  around  46 
territories  of  Hen  Harriers,  with  50y  fledged  from  31  nests.  Counts  at  Black  Grouse  leks  located 
189  males  at  74  leks  (compared  to  209  males  at  85  leks  in  2005). 

A  national  wader  survey  was  undertaken  by  RSPB  Cymru  in  2006.  A  random  selection  of  331 
km  squares  were  surveyed,  of  which  only  13  had  Lapwings  (4%).  This  was  insufficient  to 
produce  a  reliable  population  estimate  for  Wales,  a  similar  survey  in  1993  found  Lapwings  in 
9%  of  the  squares.  The  counts  for  Curlew  were  even  more  depressing  than  previously  thought 
(BBS  suggest  a  48%  decline),  with  the  results  of  all  habitats  showing  an  81%  decline  over  the 
past  13  years  (based  on  a  re-analysis  of  1993  data  using  the  current  survey  method). 

As  for  breeding  terns,  2  pairs  of  Roseate  Terns  bred  for  the  first  time  since  2003,  with  one  pair 
at  each  of  two  sites.  The  Welsh  population  of  Arctic  Terns  continues  to  increase  on  Anglesey, 
with  2,640+  pairs  on  the  various  islands  and  60  pairs  at  Cemlyn.  100-1 10  pairs  of  Little  Tern 
bred  at  Gronant,  Flint  140-160  (34)  chicks  fledged,  1,272  pairs  of  Sandwich  Tern  bred  at 
Cemlyn  and  another  pair  bred  at  another  site  (the  first  time  Sandwich  Terns  have  bred  away 
from  Cemlyn  since  1992). 

A  re-survey  of  26  of  the  39  tetrads  surveyed  in  1999  for  the  national  Ring  Ouzel  survey  found  a 
maximum  of  25  pairs,  a  69%  decline.  Numbers  were  down  everywhere,  with  biggest  declines 
on  the  Rhinogs.  A  survey  of  the  Migneint  Project  area  found  14-21  territories,  of  which  11-12 
were  found  on  the  Arenig  Fawr  section  of  Llanycil  Common,  probably  a  slight  decline  from  the 
last  survey  in  2002  (numbers  not  strictly  comparable  as  only  one  visit  was  made  in  2002). 
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A  National  survey  of  Dartford  Warblers  found  breeding  pairs  in  E.  Glamorgan  (15  sites), 
Gower  (14  sites),  Carmarthen  (2  sites),  Pembroke  (11-15),  and  individuals  reported  from 
Gwent  and  Anglesey.  Little  Egrets  bred  in  Gwent,  Gower,  Carmarthen,  Ceredigion  and 
Caernarfon. 

On  the  downside  no  Turtle  Doves  bred  in  Wales  this  year  and  there  was  only  one  Com  Bunting 
at  Bettisfield,  Flint  (none  in  2005). 

The  first  Welsh  Stilt  Sandpiper  was  a  great  find  at  RSPB  Conwy  in  July,  although  it  only 
stayed  around  for  a  few  days  and  so  not  too  many  people  were  able  to  see  it.  Fewer  still,  saw  or 
heard  the  singing  Western  Bonelli’s  Warbler  in  a  Radnor  woodland  in  May. 

Autumn  turned  into  a  north-south  split,  with  the  north  doing  very  well,  while  the  south  mainly 
concerned  itself  with  waders.  August  started  with  a  Kentish  Plover  at  Ynyslas,  Ceredigion  then 
Aquatic  Warblers  were  caught  at  Uskmouth  and  Llangorse,  Brecon,  both  by  the  same  ringing 
team  !  Other  rare  waders  in  September  and  October,  included  at  Kidweli,  Carmarthen,  an 
American  Golden  Plover,  Black-winged  Stilt  and  a  Pectoral  Sandpiper.  Further  east,  a  Semi- 
palmated  Sandpiper  was  at  the  Ogmore  Estuary. 

From  the  end  of  September,  north  Wales  was  the  place  to  be,  starting  with  a  Buff-breasted 
Sandpiper  at  Cemlyn  followed  by  a  nearby  Isabelline  Wheatear  and  two  Tawny  Pipits.  A 
similar  golden  period  on  the  Great  Orme  produced  a  Short-toed  Lark,  Woodchat  and  finally  an 
Isabelline  Shrike.  It  must  be  noted  however  that  the  high  hit  rate  at  both  of  these  two  headlands 
is  an  indication  of  the  dedication  and  large  number  of  hours  that  have  been  put  in  by  the  local 
birders. 

Bardsey  had  a  similar  golden  patch,  starting  off  with  a  Marsh  Warbler  and  a  Bonelli’s  Warbler 
sp.  (unfortunately  it  was  not  heard  to  call,  so  it  couldn’t  be  specifically  separated)  then  in 
October  two  Radde’s  Warblers  (one  of  which  was  caught). 

All  south  Wales  could  do  was  hope  in  the  end  Gower  was  rewarded  with  an  Icterine  Warbler 
(very  rare  on  mainland  Wales)  and  finally  a  Pallas’s  Warbler  -  both  at  Mewslade. 

On  the  sea-birds  front,  the  autumn  was  fairly  productive,  with  the  usual  species  all  being 
recorded.  The  year  was  notable  for  the  large  number  of  Balearic  Shearwaters  in  the  Irish  Sea, 
with  the  largest  ever  counts  being  reported  from  Bardsey,  Strumble  Head  and  off  Ceredigion.  It 
was  argued  that  these  birds  were  not  actually  moving  through,  just  spent  late  autumn  feeding 
amongst  the  Manx  Shearwaters  and  therefore  present  more  than  one  day  -  skewing  the  totals. 

As  autumn  turned,  the  winter  visitors  arrived,  the  now  annual  Llanfairfechan  Black  Scoter  and 
Angle  Bay’s  American  Wigeon,  6  Bitterns  were  reported  in  Wales  and  90  Greenland  White- 
fronted  Geese  could  be  found  on  the  Dyfi.  A  juvenile  Rose-coloured  Starling  was  discovered  in 
gardens  at  Kidweli,  Carmarthen,  remaining  there  until  March  2007  and  a  Long-billed 
Dowitcher  was  on  the  Alaw  Estuary,  Anglesey  from  November  onwards. 

The  only  significant  avian  event  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  caused  by  the  strong  winds  in  the 
first  two  weeks  of  December,  which  brought  large  numbers  of  Leach’s  Petrels  to  south  Wales  - 
including  150  at  Freshwater  West,  Pembroke  and  nearly  100  off  Porthcawl  on  two  different 
days. 
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CLASSIFIED  RECORDS  FOR  2006 

The  following  abbreviations  are  used  in  this  List:  county  names  are  used  as  shown  on  the  map 
on  page,  printed  in  capitals  to  distinguish  them  from  towns  of  the  same  name;  months  are 
abbreviated  to  the  first  3  letters,  except  June  and  July  (in  full)  and  September  (Sept.);  S,N,E,W 
etc,  cardinal  points  of  the  compass,  max.  and  min.,  maximum/maxima  and  minimum/minima; 
Est.  estuary;  Res.  reservoir;  R.  river;  NNR,  LNR,  NR,  nature  reserves  of  various  designations; 
GC  golfcourse;  A/F  airfield;  CP  Country  Park;  GP  gravel  pits;  S/F  sewage  works;  s/p  summer 
plumage;  w/p  winter  plumage;  pr/prs  pair/pairs;  c/s  clutch  size,  b/s  brood  size.  In  wader  and 
wildfowl  tables  the  following  abbreviations  of  place  names  are  used:  PW/SF,  part  of  the  coastal 
area  of  the  Wentloog  Levels  in  Gwent,  NWR,  the  Gwent  Levels  Wetland  Reserve  Goldcliff, 
Burry  (S),  the  south  side  of  the  Burry  Inlet,  Burry  (N),  the  north  side  of  the  Burry  Inlet;  T/T/G, 
the  Taf/Tywi/Gwendraeth  complex  in  Carmarthen;  D'Glas.,  the  Dwyryd/Glaslyn  estuary  in 
Meirionnydd;  PoA,  Point  of  Ayr  at  the  seaward  end  of  the  Dee  Est.;  IMF,  the  part  of  Inner 
Marsh  Farm  RSPB  reserve  that  is  in  Flint.  Full  details  can  be  found  in  County  Reports. 


MUTE  SWAN  Cygnus  olor  ALARCH  DOF 

(C)  Resident  breeding  species,  now ;  increasing  in  most  counties. 

Breeding  counts  (not  full  surveys)  were  received  as  follows:  GWENT:  prs.  at  11  sites;  E. 
GLAMORGAN:  at  15  sites;  GOWER:  47  cygnets  from  15  sites;  BRECON:  a  total  of  19  pairs 
reared  20+  young,  a  further  6  pairs  were  unsuccessful;  RADNOR:  15  prs.;  CAERNARFON: 
bred  at  1  site;  ANGLESEY:  5  prs.  at  3  sites.  Additional  records  from  CARMARTHEN  2005: 
30  pairs  Tywi  Valley  (cf  1 1  in  2004),  12  pairs  in  the  Llanelli  area.  Systematic  counts  at  sites 
with  over  25  recorded  at  least  once,  are  tabulated  as  follows: 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

GWENT 

NWR 

33 

18 

21 

35 

21 

Peterstone 

GLAM. 

9 

6 

39 

5 

5 

Cardiff 

9 

- 

6 

- 

30 

Bay/R.Ely 
Roath  Park  L 

61 

80 

65 

51 

64 

Cosmeston 

88 

84 

85 

55 

73 

The  Knap 

120 

81 

- 

98 

74 

Ogmore  Est. 

8 

6 

5 

6 

38 

KNNR 

CARM 

Cilsan  Br. 
PEMB. 

7 

5 

2 

6 

34 

Cleddau 

25 

19 

34 

Teifi 

8 

5 

2 

CAERN. 

Foryd  Bay 

22 

17 

34 

20 

29 

Tr.  Lafan 

13 

2005  Cilsan  B. 

2004  Cilsan  B. 

55 

60 

J 

J 

A 

5 

O 

N 

D 

12 

9 

17 

60 

74 

40 

43 

6 

3 

4 

9 

8 

7 

16 

20 

42 

50 

- 

- 

4 

15 

108 

128 

113 

95 

91 

77 

66 

59 

46 

45 

54 

64 

52 

80 

82 

78 

58 

- 

63 

87 

80 

33 

2 

6 

11 

38 

40  . 

9 

67 

59 

44 

19 

7 

7 

3 

52 

64 

38 

41 

55 

59 

43 

19 

20 

1 1 

42 

77 

86 

57 

39 

16 

13 

149 

175 

189 

94 

64 

16 

13 

83 

54  60 


Max.  elsewhere  were:  in  CARMARTHEN:  70  at  Dryslwyn  on  3ul  Jan.  and  40  at  Sany  Water 
Park  on  7th  May;  in  BRECON:  the  peak  summer  count  at  Llangorse  was  78  adults  on  8th 
August.  Numbers  in  both  winter  periods  were  relatively  low,  with  60  at  Glasbury  on  6lh  March 
being  the  highest  count;  40  at  Afon  Seiont,  Caernarfon,  CAERNARFON  on  10th  Aug. 
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BEWICK’S  SWAN  Cygnus  columbianus  ALARCH  BEWICK 

(C)  Irregular  winter  visitor  in  small  numbers.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 

All  records  were:  in  GWENT:  24  were  seen  along  the  River  Usk  on  the  fields  north  of  Llangybi 
on  1 1th  Feb.,  ten  were  recorded  at  Llanllowel  on  17th  Dec,  at  least  nine  across  the  River  Usk  at 
Llangybi  Bottom  on  22nd,  four  at  Llandegfedd  Reservoir  on  25th  and  six  there  on  26th;  in 
CARMARTHEN:  a  single  at  Cilsan  Bridge  3ld  Jan.  -  2nd  Feb.  (presumably  the  same  at 
Dryslwyn  on  24lh  Jan.)  and  2  at  Cwmifor  on  3,d  Dec.;  in  PEMBROKE:  2  over  Deer  Park  2nd 
Jan.,  4  Marloes  Mere  18th  &  19th  Feb.;  a  single  was  seen  to  circle  the  Gwdi/Tarrell  area  near 
Brecon  on  19th  Feb.;  18  at  Llyn  Rhosrhydd,  CEREDIGION  on  10th  Feb.;  in  FLINT:  at 
Shotwick  Fields  2nd  Feb.  -  3ld  Mar.,  max.  80  on  10lh  Feb.  Then  in  the  second  winter  period  up 
to  20  there  from  5th  Nov.  until  the  end  of  the  year. 

Additional  records  from  2005:  CARMARTHEN:  2  at  Cilsan  Bridge  on  14th  Dec.;  FLINTS. 
Recorded  from  7th  Jan.  -  19th  Feb.,  with  a  peak  count  of  60  at  Flint  on  7th  Jan.  and  24  at  Inner 
Marsh  Farm  19th  Nov. 

Additional  records  from  2004:  5  at  Ro  Fawr,  CARMARTHEN  on  26th  Nov.;  FLINT:  up  to  60 
recorded  on  the  Dee  Estuary  throughout  Jan  with  favoured  areas  being  Shotwick  fields  and 
boating  lake.  25  at  Oakenholt  on  8th  Mar.  was  the  latest  of  that  spring.  The  first  returning  birds 
recorded  on  12th  Nov.  when  25  were  at  Oakenholt.  Recorded  throughout  November  and 
December,  with  peak  counts  of  85  at  Flint  and  Broken  Bank  on  29th  Dec. 

WHOOPER  SWAN  Cygnus  cygnus  ALARCH  Y  GOGLEDD 

(C)  Regular  winter  visitor  in  small  numbers  to  several  Welsh  counties,  notably  Anglesey, 
Caernarfon ,  Montgomery ;  and  Meirionnydd. 

Counts  from  the  regular  wintering  sites  included: 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

O 

N 

D 

GWENT  Llangybi 

CARM  Cilsan  Bridge  25 

18 

20 

9 

14 

Penclacwydd  20 

5 

5 

2 

MONT.  Aberhafesp 

36 

20 

MEIRIONNYDD 

Dwyryd/Glaslyn  3  ] 

I  46 

14 

9 

20 

ANGLESEY 

Llangwyllog/Llanerchymedd  15  60 

22 

14 

Llyn  Alaw  2 

32 

4 

6 

2005  CARMS  Cilsan  Bridge  22 

28 

Penclacwydd  9 

9 

9 

10 

10 

3 

2004  CARMS  Cilsan  Bridge 

24 

4 

15 

15 

One  Glaslyn  July. 

Elsewhere,  County  totals  in  each  month: 

J 

F 

M 

A 

5  O 

N 

D 

GWENT 

1 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

1 

GOWER 

2 

CARMARTHEN 

4 

PEMBROKE  3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

CEREDIGION  5 

8 

7 

17 

13 

11 

BRECON 

5 

RADNOR  1 

2 

MEIRIONNYDD  2 

3 

2 
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CAERNARFON 

ANGLESEY 

DENBIGH 

FLINT 


J  F  M  A 

I 

11  II 

2 

1 6  6 


SO  N  D 

4  8  4 

I  2  3 

4  7 

II  1  20 


2005  CARMARTHEN 

17 

2005  FLINT 

1 1 

4 

2004  CARMARTHEN 

13 

2004  FLINT 

30 

7+ 

2004  DENBIGH 

4 

8 

3 

1+  18 

1 


Larger  groups  recorded  on  passage  included:  9  at  Malltraeth,  ANGLESEY  on  3,d  Mar. 


PINK-FOOTED  GOOSE  Anser  brachyrhynchus  GWYDD  DROED-BINC 

(A)  A  scarce  and  irregular  winter  visitor,  chiefly  to  north  Wales.  Subject  to  hard  weather 
influxes.  Spring  and  summer  records  relate  to  feral  birds,  as  may  several  winter  and  autumn 
records. 

All  records  were:  in  CARMARTHEN:  18  in  Carmarthen  Bay,  off  Pendine  on  1 1th  Feb.  and  8  at 
Penclacwydd  8th  &  15th  Dec.;  one  Llechryd  area  CEREDIGION  /  PEMBROKE  January  -  3rd 
Mar;  6  at  Ynyshir,  CEREDIGION  on  22nd  Oct  and  1  on  3ld  Nov;  in  CAERNARFON:  one  at 
Conwy  RSPB  on  6th,  8th-9th  and  29th  Mar.  and  21st  &  26th  -27th  Apr.  and  4th  May.  16  flew  west 
over  Morfa  Madryn  on  31s1  Sept.;  six  came  in  off  the  sea  at  Mynachdy,  ANGLESEY  on  14th 
Jan.  and  flew  inland;  in  DENBIGH:  30+  seen  flying  south  over  Llanddulas  beach  on  2nd  Dec.; 
in  FLINT:  from  Shotwick  fields  and  boating  lake  between  10th  Feb.  and  26th  Mar.  with  a  peak 
count  of  196  on  16th  Feb.  Smaller  numbers  were  at  Point  of  Air  from  10th  Jan.  and  4lh  Feb.  with 
a  maximum  of  20  on  16th  Jan.  Also  recorded  from  Dyserth  where  10  were  with  greylags  on  8th 
Feb.  Fagl  Lane  Quarry  2  on  21st  Jan.,  and  a  single  bird  at  Rhyl  Marine  Lake  on  26th  Jan.  Pre- 
Christmas/  winter  records  were  confined  to  a  single  bird  present  at  various  sites  around  the  Dee 
from  7lh  Oct.  -  end  of  the  year. 


Additional  records  from  2005:  DENBIGH:  81  flying  over  Holt  on  23th  Jan. 

In  FLINT:  at  BHP  Warren  Farm,  Point  of  Air,  a  flock  of  c45  was  present  from  23ld  Jan.  9lh 
Mar.  maximum  of  47  on  16th  Feb.  Birds  were  also  at  Shotwick  fields,  with  15  on  3ld  Feb.,  a 
flock  of  172  on  21s1  Feb.,  and  150  remaining  until  1 1th  Mar.  Smaller  numbers  (maximum  8) 
were  also  recorded  at  Flint  on  a  number  of  dates  throughout  the  winter  up  to  1 1th  Apr.  The  first 
autumn  record  was  of  19  at  Shotwick  fields  on  16th  Sept.,  and  small  numbers  were  noted  both 
here  and  at  Point  of  Air  on  a  few  occasions  up  to  the  year-end.  However  the  only  record  of 
substantial  numbers  was  of  1 10  flying  N  over  Sychdyn  on  Christmas  Day. 

Additional  records  for  2004:  DENBIGH:  200  seen  flying  SW  over  Towyn  on  26th  Feb.,  though 
inland  2-4  were  reported  from  the  Holt/Trevalyn  Marshes  area  21st  -  28lh  Feb.  An  unusual 
summer  record  of  a  single  bird  at  Gresford  Flash,  Wrexham  on  15th  May  was  probably  of  feral 
origin.  FLINT:  reported  from  Point  of  Air,  6th  Feb.  -  8lh  Mar.  with  a  maximum  of  189  on  2nd 
Mar.  3  birds  reported  from  Flint  on  4th  Nov.,  240  at  Gronant  on  26th  Nov.  and  a  single  bird  at 
Connah’s  Quay  &  Oakenholt  on  30th  Dec. 
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WHITE-FRONTED  GOOSE  A.  albifrons  GWYDD  DALCEN-WEN 

(B)  Scarce  winter  visitor;  regular  flock  of  albifrons  frequented  Dryslwyn,  Carmarthen  but 
this  ceased  1996,  whilst  Ceredigion  supports  the  only  regular  flock  of  flavirostris  although  a 
new  flock  developed  on  Anglesey  for  a  few  years.  Rare  elsewhere,  except  occasionally  during 
hard  weather.  Wales  -  Red  listed. 

The  wintering  flock  of  the  race  flavirostris  in  the  Dyfi  Est.  CEREDIGION  /  MEIRIONNYDD, 
with  max.  of  96  in  the  1st  winter  period,  last  being  seen  on  23rd  Apr.  and  returning  on  20lb 
Oct.  with  80  there  in  December. 

A.a.flavirostris  :  in  PEMBROKE:  singles  Marloes  Mere  12lh  Jan.,  Skomer  6th  Mar.  and  Pen 
Anglas  28th  Oct.;  2  on  Cardigan  Island,  CEREDIGION  on  16th  Apr.  and  one  at  Tanybwlch  23ld 
&  24th  Apr.;  3  at  Dolydd  Hafren,  MONTGOMERY  in  February;  3  at  Aberdaron, 
CAERNARFON  on  1st  Nov.,  on  Bardsey,  5  on  20th  Oct.,  5  adults  on  the  26th  and  2  on  the  28th 
and  2  on  2nd  Nov.;  on  ANGLESEY:  a  sinlge  at  Llyn  Alaw  13th  -  14lh  Nov.,  then  at  Llyn  Coron 
on  20th  Dec.  One  was  seen  on  the  Alaw  Estuary,  Anglesey  on  28th  -29lh  Nov.  with  a  neck-collar 
bearing  the  letters  S2H.  This  turned  out  to  be  was  an  adult  female  caught  at  Hvanneyri  West 
Iceland  in  autumn  2005.  This  bird  wintered  at  Wexford  during  the  2005-06  winter,  and  turned 
up  briefly  in  the  Channel  Isles  in  autumn  2006  before  reaching  the  Alaw  estuary. 

A. a  albifrons :  7  on  the  River  Taf,  CARMARTHEN  on  19th  Feb.;  one  Llechryd  area  January  - 
March;  6  at  Llyn  Coron,  ANGLESEY  on  20th  Dec.; 

The  only  record  that  was  not  sub-specifically  identified  was  of  4  at  Castle  Martin  Corse, 
PEMBROKE  on  2 1st  Nov. 

Additional  record  from  FLINT:  2005:  two  present  at  various  sites  around  the  Dee  Estuary  6lh 
Jan.  -  8lh  Mar.  2004:  7  at  Inner  Marsh  Farm  5th  Dec. 

GREYLAG  GOOSE  A.  anser  GWYDD  WYLLT 

(C)  A  rare  winter  visitor.  Majority >  of  records  relate  to  feral  birds,  mainly  in  Caernarfon, 
Anglesey  and  Denbigh. 

Monthly  counts  of  the  large  flocks,  over  1 00  at  least  once: 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

S' 

O 

N 

D 

CARM 

Penclac. 

79 

63 

45 

47 

50 

23 

16 

2 

98 

117 

96 

CAERN. 

T.  Lafan 

180 

78 

550 

300 

125 

214 

187 

ANGLE. 

Llyn  Coron 

472 

7 

7 

2 

1 

78 

226 

4 

348 

L.  Maelog 

180 

28 

27 

196 

201 

24 

Valley  L 

280 

CARM 

2005  Tywi 

168 

26 

2 

90 

166 

Taf 

10 

126 

2 

6 

2004  Tywi 

4 

155 

Taf 

2 

95 

62 

143 

Large  counts  elsewhere  included:  265  at  Coed  Bach,  CARMARTHEN  on  1 1th  Oct.  and  409  at 
Llyn  Alaw,  ANGLESEY  on  13th  Sept. 
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CANADA  GOOSE  Branta  canadensis  GWYDD  CANADA 

(C)  A  locally  common  feral  breeding  resident  in  most  counties,  with  populations  continuing  to 
expand. 


Monthly  max.  for  the  main  sites  (100+)  are  tabulated  as  available: 


J 

F 

M 

A  M 

J 

J 

A 

5 

O 

N 

D 

GWENT 

NWR 

4 

16 

12 

29  20 

15 

25 

1 10 

189 

120 

164 

207 

Llandegf. 

195 

204 

27 

63  37 

145 

204 

300 

145 

170 

140 

219 

Ynysfro 

72 

90 

6 

7 

29 

34 

340 

87 

62 

16 

Bulmore  L 
GLAM. 

47 

26 

20 

9 

25 

1 1 

122 

117 

Caerphilly 

117 

60 

79 

21  74 

96 

108 

65 

79 

88 

73 

110 

The  Knap 

66 

20 

- 

- 

5 

13 

165 

- 

87 

20 

30 

KNNR 

72 

77 

11 

18  9 

18 

52 

251 

257 

44 

109 

53 

Ogmore  Est 
PEMB. 

48 

35 

2 

9  6 

2 

- 

150 

178 

72 

73 

14 

Cleddau 

CERE. 

254 

10 

0 

564 

637 

922 

845 

223 

890 

Teifi 

160 

588 

7 

10 

450 

454 

CERE  /  MONT/ME1R1 

Dyfi 

1586 

1094 

317 

638  250 

678 

1590 

1369 

1486 

1237 

2420 

1016 

BRECON 

Llangorse 

MONT. 

440 

200 

264 

50 

507 

598 

375 

66 

281 

420 

227 

D.  Haffen 
MEIRI. 

1000 

Glas/Dwy 

1 

29 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

167 

295 

509 

343 

Mawddach 

186 

- 

65 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

154 

173 

190 

Large  numbers  elsewhere  included:  autumn  influx  Nevern  Est.  PEMBROKE,  3Ki  Sept.  -  8th 
Oct.,  peaking  at  985  on  19th  Sept.  &  645  on  28th  Sept.;  the  Llangorse  Ringing  Group  annual 
catch-up  that  took  place  on  2nd  July  during  the  flightless  period  of  moult  found  598  birds 
present  and  541  were  caught  and  processed. 

BARNACLE  GOOSE  Branta  leucopsis  GWYDD  WYW4N 

( C )  A  regular  winter  visitor  in  recent  years  to  the  Dyfi  Estuaty  with  smaller  numbers  at  other 
sites  Majority  of  records  away  from  the  Dyfi  may  relate  to  escapes  from  captivity \ 


Approximate  monthly  totals  for  each  county  are  tabulated: 

J 

F 

M 

A 

M  J 

J 

A  S 

O 

N 

D 

GWENT 

1 

2 

2  1 

1 

1  1 

9 

1 

2 

E.  GLAM. 

1 

1 

PEMBROKE 

1 

1 

6 

8 

Teifi 

14 

1 

14 

23 

C/M/M  Dyfi 

157 

164 

8 

190 

226 

BRECON 

1 

1  1 

1 

MEIRI. 

2 

1 

CAERN. 

2 

2 

2 

4 

ANGLESEY 

3 

8 

4 

2 

32 

20 

2 

DENBIGH 

2 

FLINT 

18 

2 

12 

1 

2005  CARM 

1 

1 

2005  DEN. 

1 

1 

2 

2004  DEN. 

10 

9 

6 

2004  FLINT 

1 

4 

Counts  and  interesting  records  include:  in  EAST  GLAMORGAN:  4  at  Roath  Park  throughout 
the  year;  on  ANGLESEY:  21  in  Beddmanarch  Bay  on  10th  Oct.,  7  at  Llyn  Traffwll  on  4th  -  16th 
Feb.  &  20th  March  with  12  there  on  16th  -  29th  Oct.  &  17th  Nov. 
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BRENT  GOOSE  Branta  bernicla  GWYDD  DDU 

(C)  A  regular  wintering  population  is  found  in  the  Buriy  Inlet  and  on  Anglesey.  Elsewhere, 
small  numbers  are  recorded  in  winter  and  on  passage.  Wales  - Amber  listed. 

Monthly  max.  of  B.b.  bernicla  (dark-breasted)  at  the  main  sites  were: 

J  F  M  A  S  O  N  D 

GLAM.  Burry  S.  1010  1410  260  4  745  765  575 

CAERN/ANGLE. 

Foryd/ Traeth  Abermenai  41  10  30  53  73  19 

Dark-breasted  B.b. bernicla  :  single  Gann  28  -  30  Dec,  had  been  colour  -  ringed  at  Tralee, 
Ireland,  on  3,d  Apr.  2006  and  had  returned  there  by  3rd  Feb.  2007. 


Monthly  max.  of  B.b.  hrota  (light-breasted)  at  the  main  sites  were: 


J 

F 

M 

A 

5 

O 

N 

D 

GOWER  Blackpill 

12 

36+ 

PEMBROKE  Gann 

8 

7 

7 

27+ 

2 

6 

CAERN/ANGLE  Foryd 

Bay/T.Abermenai/Braint  E 

21 

75 

53 

70 

10 

47 

55 

10 

163 

11 

ANGLESEY 

Beddmanarch  Bay 

127 

138 

179 

85 

Llanfaes/Aberlleiniog 

10 

11 

11 

11 

18 

FLINT  Point  of  Air 

95 

1 

22 

78 

Large  counts  elsewhere  included  23  off  Port  Eynon  Point,  GOWER  on  1st  May;  85  that  flew  N 
at  Skomer,  PEMBROKE  on  28th  Apr.  and  21  flew  west  past  Point  Lynas,  ANGLESEY  on  8th 


Dec. 


Approximate  monthly  totals  of  both  subspecies,  excluding  the  above, 

J  F  M  A  M  SO  N 


bernicla 

hrota 

race  unknown 


4 


1 


1 


1 


12 


are  tabulated: 

D 

24 

2 

10 


EGYPTIAN  GOOSE  Alopochen  aegyptiaca  GWYDD  YR  A1FFT 

(A)  Feral. 

All  records  were:  one  at  Llandegfedd  Res.,  GWENT  6lh  Apr.;  2  at  Neath  Abbey  Saltmarsh, 
GOWER  2nd  -  12th  Nov.;  in  CARMARTHEN:  one  at  Cilsan  Bridge  29th  Jan.  -  19th  Feb.,  one  at 
Dryslwyn  19lh  Feb.  -  4th  Apr.  (presumably  the  Cilsan  bird)  then  at  Penclacwydd  1 1th  -  18th  Apr. 
and  2  at  Cilsan  Bridge  26th  Dec.;  3  by  the  Usk  at  Scethrog,  BRECON  on  25th  March;  one 
Tywyn,  MEIRIONNYDD  1 1th  Nov.  -  15th  Dec. 


SHELDUCK  Tadorna  tadornci  HWYADEN  YR  EITHIN 

(C)  A  locally  common  breeding  resident  in  coastal  areas,  but  rare  passage  migrant  to  inland 
counties.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 

Present  in  all  Welsh  estuaries  with  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  are  tabulated  as  available: 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

GWENT 

PW/SF 

211 

230 

200 

60 

16 

NWR 

455 

331 

222 

320 

77 

Undy 

2nd  Severn 

180 

20 

105 

154 

276 

GLAM. 

Rhymney  E 

100 

61 

3 

- 

8 

Cardiff  F 
RumneyGW 

150 

24 

135 

- 

14 

J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

S 

o 

N 

D 

52 

46 

66 

130 

350 

471 

290 

55 

50 

85 

293 

575 

263 

35 

80 

282 

435 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1000 

_ 

400 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

36 

100 

J 

J 

A 

5 

o 

N 

D 
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J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

5 

O 

N 

D 

GOWER 

Burry  S 

665 

390 

385 

235 

120 

145 

90 

55 

55 

75 

385 

690 

CARM. 

Penclacwyd 

PEMB. 

167 

88 

90 

81 

69 

129 

15 

21 

14 

62 

76 

Cleddau  Est 
CERE. 

657 

356 

471 

23 

14 

265 

439 

Dyfi  Est. 

201 

303 

317 

294 

256 

26 

51 

19 

40 

25 

235 

208 

MEIRI. 

D’Glas 

85 

128 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

17 

3 

112 

127 

Mawddach 

165 

- 

107 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0 

56 

124 

CAERN. 

Foryd  Bay 
TAbermenai 

244 

346 

194 

108 

26 

18 

9 

5 

88 

173 

T.  Lafan 

327 

170 

74 

23 

22 

78 

196 

271 

CARMS 

2005  TTG 

89 

141 

137 

18 

4 

20 

75 

2004  TTG 

280 

271 

238 

10 

35 

50 

108 

Large  counts  from  the  Dee  Est.,  FLINT,  include  531  at  Oakenholt  on  3ld  July,  500  at  Point  of 
Air  on  26  June  with  1,200  there  on  26lh  Oct.  and  600  at  Oakenholt  on  1 1th  Sept. 

Inland  in  BRECON:  Spring  passage  birds  were  noted  at  Llangorse  on  the  following  dates:  2  on 
17th  Mar.,  2  on  28th  Mar.  -  6th  Apr.  6  on  20th  Apr.  reducing  to  5  on  25lh  and  3  for  30lh  -1st  May. 
Autumn  passage  at  Llangorse  in  September  involved  3  on  9lh,  and  singles  on  1 1th  and  29lh  Sept. 
In  CAERNARFON:  4  adult  males  and  3  female  heading  north  over  Rhiwbryfdir,  Blaenau 
Ffestiniog  on  7th  June. 

Breeding  reports:  in  GWENT  6  broods  totalling  85y;  two  crechs  reported  in  E. 
GLAMORGAN:  1 1  at  Ogmore  Est.  and  15  at  Rhymney  Est.;  in  GOWER:  5y  at  Blackpill,  7y  at 
Loughor  Bridge  and  creches  of  36  at  Weobley  and  43  at  Penclawdd;  in  PEMBROKE  126 
ducklings  Cleddau  Est,  21  ducklings  Teifi  Est  ,  9  pairs  produced  2  broods  Nevern  Est.,  pair 
with  7  ducklings  Skokholm  which  were  probably  predated,  2  pairs  attempted  breeding  at 
Skomer,  but  no  young  fledged,  female  and  brood  of  8  seen  Cwm  yr  Eglwys.  A  pair  bred  at 
Dolydd  Hafren,  MONTGOMERY,  raising  8y,  12  pairs  bred  at  William  Condry  Reserve,  on  the 
Dyfi. 

MEIRIONNYDD:  59  were  present  on  the  Broadwater  on  12th  Jan,  76  on  1 1th  Mar,  57  on  19th 
Nov  and  49  on  1 7  Dec.  Broods  first  appeared  on  the  Broadwater  on  the  1 1  June  with  3 
groups  of  ducklings  totalling  36  on  the  12lh.  CAERNARFON:  a  creche  of  32  young  and  another 
brood  of  7  at  Aber  Ogwen  on  14th  July,  a  brood  of  6  and  a  brood  of  8  in  the  Conwy  estuary  on 
13  June;  ANGLESEY:  up  to  7  pairs  bred  at  Cemlyn  with  a  total  of  59  ducklings  seen,  but  only 
2  young  survived  to  the  flying  stage.  There  was  a  brood  of  14  at  the  Braint  estuary  on  29th  July; 
DENBIGH:  lOjuv.  Rhyl. 

RUDDY  SHELDUCK  Tadorna  ferruginea  HWYADEN  GOCH  YR  EITHIN 

(A)  Feral. 

All  records:  a  single  at  Connah’s  Quay,  FLINT  on  1 8lh  May,  two  on  9  June  and  single  on  1 1th. 
2005:  additional  record  Oakenholt,  FLINT  19th  Sept. 
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MAN  DARIN  A  ix  galericulata  HWYADEN  GRIBOG 

(A)  Scarce  breeding  resident,  recorded,  but  not  breeding  in  the  majority  of  Welsh  counties. 

All  records  relate  to  feral  or  escaped  individuals:  in  GWENT:  a  male  on  the  Mon-Brecon  Canal 
at  Cwmbran  1 1th  Nov.  -  26th  Dec.;  a  female  at  Caerphilly  Castle  Moat,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on 
11th  Aug.;  a  male  at  Margam  Park,  GOWER  all  year;  at  Penclacwydd,  CARMARTHEN,  3  on 
15th  Jan.,  singles  on  and  off  until  6th  June;  in  BRECON:  a  male  was  in  the  Canal  Basin,  Brecon 
10th  Jan.  -  16th  May,  and  what  was  assumed  to  be  the  same  male  reappeared  on  7th  Nov.  until 
the  year  end;  female  at  Pwll  Patti,  RADNOR  on  31st  May;  a  female  at  Conwy  RSPB, 
CAERNARFON  on  23rd  Nov.  and  10th  Dec.;  DENBIGH:  10  at  Almere  on  4th  Mar.,  a  single 
drake  was  seen  at  Llangollen  on  1 1th  -  31st  Mar.,  a  pair  was  seen  at  Holt  on  15th  Apr.  and  four 
drakes  were  reported  there  on  28th  May.  Two  were  at  Corwen  on  16th  Apr.,  one  at  Connah’s 
Quay  on  23rd  Nov  and  a  male  was  at  Acton  Park,  Wrexham  on  6th  -  28th  Dec. 

Additional  records  in  2005:  up  to  3  all  year  at  Penclacwydd,  CARMARTHEN;  in  DENBIGH:  a 
drake  at  Llangollen  on  10th  Apr.  &  25th  Oct.,  a  pair  at  Fron  Fawr,  Llangollen  on  14th  Apr.,  a 
drake  in  Garden  Village,  Wrexham  on  1st  May,  another  at  Holt  on  3rd  May,  a  female  with  young 
on  18th  June,  7  on  23ld  July  and  a  single  on  1 1th  Aug.  2  at  Almere  and  one  at  Trevalyn  Meadows 
on  7th  Aug.  In  FLINT:  a  pair  near  Mold  on  19th  May. 

In  2004:  4  at  Penclacwydd,  CARMARTHEN;  DENBIGH:  23  at  Holt  on  28th  Mar.,  a  drake  at 
Llangollen  27th  &  28th  Mar.,  a  pair  at  Holt  on  18th  Apr.  and  two  birds  reported  there  on  lsl  May. 
A  drake  was  reported  flying  down  the  river  at  Pont  Canol,  Denbigh  on  13  May,  a  further  two 
pairs  were  reported  at  Erddig  Pool,  Wrexham  on  22th  Nov.  &  29th  Dec.  In  FLINT:  the  only 
record  was  of  a  drake  on  Border  Pool  at  Inner  Marsh  Farm  on  28  Apr. 


WIGEON  Anas  penelope  CHWIWELL 

(C)  Common  passage  migrant  and  locally  abundant  winter  visitor,  chiefly  to  coastal  counties. 
Wales  -  Amber  listed. 


Monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  are  tabulated  as  available. 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

A  S 

O 

N 

D 

GWENT 

Undy 

312 

400 

160 

6  108 

139 

212 

50 

NWR 

1529 

1350 

593 

50 

2 

3  70 

425 

1244 

1744 

Peterstone  W. 

250 

250 

300 

12 

100 

156 

200 

Llandeg.  Res. 

430 

560 

108 

60 

150 

195 

380 

GLAMORGAN 

Burry  (S) 

5005 

4065 

1135 

.  3 

1120 

2160 

2500 

1640 

CARMARTHEN 

U.  Loughor 

126 

12 

10 

52 

162 

65 

127 

Penclacwydd 

359 

367 

293 

11 

6 

300 

460 

494 

343 

PEMBROKE 

Cleddau  Est. 

1452 

1122 

411 

893 

3806 

7643 

2596 

CERE.  Teifi  Est. 

150 

112 

47 

40 

144 

320 

Dyfi  Est. 

1405 

1936 

1301 

3 

449 

921 

1785 

3599 

Cors  Caron 

231 

321 

108 

101 

185 

MEIRE 

Broadwater 

380 

96 

1 

10 

200 

4-500 

303 

D'Glas 

1094 

1798 

- 

602 

453 

1710 

1012 

Mawddach 

185 

- 

123 

- 

385 

380 

370 

CAERN. 

RSPB  Conwy 

3  78 

340 

170 

90 

Forvd  /  T.  Aberm. 

2040 

480 

210 

26 

16  1460 

3060 

2100 

1 190 

Traeth  Lafan 

1523 

4 

200  933 

1054 

1312 

961 

ANGLE. 

Cemlyn 

235 

178 

126 

12 

1 

1  58 

149 

160 

441 

Llyn  Alaw 

1038 

307 

1 

1  23 

64 

215 

379 

Llyn  Cefni 

287 

246 

163 

10 

10 

Llytn  Coron 

540 

17 

100 

190 

Malltraeth 

220 

100 

100 

136 


FLINT 


J  F  MAM  ASOND 


Connah’s  Q. 
OMR 

1325 

600 

220 

120 

283  10 

1800 

50 

300 

158 

600 

500 

1000 

POA 

600 

800 

850 

70 

150 

500 

700 

CARMS 

2005  TTG 

633 

907 

473 

17 

957 

1583 

1895 

2004  TTG 

1895 

598 

70 

250 

705 

850 

1246 

J 

Large  counts  elsewhere  included:  in  GWENT:  190  at  Bulmore  Lakes  on  22  Jan.,  192  at 
Mathem  on  26th  Feb.;  in  RADNOR:  150  at  Pwll  Patti  in  January  &  February,  1 10  there  on  27th 
Nov. 

No  breeding  records  received  but:  8  summered  at  Newport  Wetlands,  GWENT;  2  on  the 
Broadwater,  MEIRIONNYDD;  in  CAERNARFON:  one  at  Cemlyn  &  Llyn  Alaw  in  June  & 
July  and  4  on  Foryd  Bay  in  July.  On  ANGLESEY:  a  male  at  Cemlyn  and  another  at  Llyn 
Traffwll  in  June  &  July. 

AMERICAN  WIGEON  Anas  Americana  CHWIWELL  AMERICA 

(C)  Vagrant  from  North  America. 

Male  at  Angle  Bay,  PEMBROKE  until  9th  Mar.  and  presumably  the  same  bird  returning  1st  Oct. 

th 

until  the  end  of  the  year.  Another  male  summered  in  Cardiff  Bay,  GLAMORGAN  30  May  - 
12th  Sept. 

GADWALL Anas  strepera  HWYADEN LWYD 

(C)  Regular  breeding  bird  in  small  numbers  on  Anglesey,  and  has  bred  in  at  least  two  other 
counties.  Elsewhere  a  regular  winter  visitor  to  most  counties  in  small  numbers.  Wales  -  Amber 
listed. 

Monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  15  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as  available. 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

S 

O 

N 

D 

GWENT 

NWR 

75 

82 

45 

1 1 

14 

18 

5 

8 

48 

44 

78 

69 

Ynysfro  R. 

1 1 

16 

2 

2 

GLAM. 

KNNR 

16 

6 

8 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

3 

4 

4 

Fairwood  Lake 
CARM. 

16 

1+ 

13 

20 

Penclacwydd 

42 

26 

33 

22 

24 

30 

16 

46 

42 

81 

56 

ANGLE. 

L.  Parc  M. 

24 

1 

30 

31 

Llyn  Alaw 

9 

7 

15 

Llyn  Maelog 

24 

4 

2 

2 

6 

34 

43 

55 

10 

FLINT 

Caerwys  Q 
Shotton  St. 

57 

48 

2005  Shotton 
2005  Conn.  Q 
2004  Shotton 
2004  L  Helyg 

22 

22 

40 

28 

Other  large  counts  from  CARMARTHEN  included:  42  at  Kidweli  marsh  on  3rd  Jan.,  40  at 
Kidweli  Quay  on  the  same  date,  52  at  Ashpits  Pond  on  15th  Oct.  with  24  there  on  9th  Nov.  and 
23  at.Burry  Port  on  8th  Dec. 

Breeding  information:  in  GWENT:  two  pairs  produced  8y  at  Llanwern  steelworks  -  the  first 
confirmed  breeding  in  that  county;  6  still  present  at  Marloes  Mere,  PEMBROKE  into  May. 

Additional  records  from  CARMARTHEN:  in  2005:  14  pairs  bred  at  Penclacwydd  rearing  at 
least  48y.  Large  counts  included  14  at  Coedbach  on  17th  Nov.,  23  at  Machynys  on  20th  Nov.,  37 
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at  Kidwelly  Canal  Pond  on  5lh  Dec.  and  67  at  Penclacwydd  on  29th  Dec.  In  2004:  60  at 
Penclacwydd  on  4th  Jan.  and  50  on  31st  Oct.  13  potential  breeding  pairs  at  9  sites.  7  pairs  bred  at 
Penclacwydd,  rearing  42  young. 

COMMON  TEAL  Anas  crecca  C OR H WYA DEN 

(C)  Small  numbers  breed  in  most  counties,  otherwise  a  widespread  and  abundant  winter  visitor 
and  passage  migrant.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 


The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  are  tabulated: 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

S 

O 

N 

D 

GWENT 

Peters/Went. 

177 

325 

125 

103 

2 

2 

6 

38 

60 

100 

185 

NWR 

590 

450 

335 

94 

17 

9 

32 

230 

392 

248 

431 

561 

Llandegfedd  R. 

185 

150 

80 

4 

2 

80 

40 

44 

270 

GLAMORGAN 

Burry  (S) 

660 

545 

260 

15 

10 

225 

240 

1130 

1490 

PEMBROKE 

Cleddau  Est. 

1308 

1515 

1084 

402 

1167 

936 

1049 

CEREDIGION 

Dyfi  Est. 

965 

639 

197 

66 

2 

9 

12 

26 

176 

1275 

623 

1629 

Teifi  Est. 

186 

40 

47 

40 

144 

320 

Cors  Caron 

1049 

447 

269 

381 

516 

MEIRI. 

Glaslyn/Dwy 

270 

140 

149 

375 

204 

731 

Broadwater 

300 

18 

32 

74 

160 

100 

250 

CAERN. 

Conwy  RSPB 

158 

272 

123 

140 

Foryd  Bay 

81 

80 

85 

6 

1 

126 

58 

240 

140 

Traeth  Lafan 

149 

41 

33 

33 

252 

ANGLESEY 

Llyn  Alaw 

412 

5 

128 

173 

FLINT 

Oakenholt 

100 

100 

50 

500 

600 

900 

800 

1200 

Connah’s  Quay 

62 

295 

500 

400 

388 

539 

209 

1213 

IMF 

30 

25 

1400 

10 

CARM. 

2005  TTG 

333 

138 

84 

176 

230 

151 

408 

2004  TTG 

340 

296 

101 

13 

465 

22? 

299 

Large  counts  elsewhere  included:  570  at  Penclacwydd,  CARMARTHEN  on  15Ih  Nov.;  110  at 
Llangorse,  BRECON  in  April;  on  ANGLESEY:  maxa  of  250  at  Llyn  Parc  Mawr  in  January, 
155  at  Llyn  Cefni  in  January  &  109  in  December,  303  at  Llyn  Padrig  on  17th  Dec.,  100  at  Llyn 
Rhos  Ddu  on  20th-21st  Jan.  137  Llyn  Tegid,  MEIRIONNYDD  in  Dec. 

Breeding  season  records:  13  pairs  bred  at  Ynyshir,  CEREDIGION,  with  others  noted  breeding 
at  Cors  Caron  and  Cors  Fochno;  a  pair  bred  in  MONTGOMERY;  in  MEIRIONNYDD:  a 
possible  brood  of  5  were  seen  on  the  Broadwater  on  5th  July.  There  were  3  pairs  in  the  Migneint 
recording  area  (not  a  full  survey).  A  male  was  at  Cemlyn,  ANGLESEY  on  2nd  June. 

GREEN-WINGED  TEAL  Anas  carolinensis  CORHWYADEN  ASGELL  WERDD 

(A)  Vagrant  from  North  America. 

All  records  were  of  males:  at  Cors  Caron,  CEREDIGION  on  4lh  Apr.  and  at  Ynyshir  1 1th  -  14th 
Apr.;  at  Inner  Marsh  Farm,  FLINT  on  6th  Oct;  at  Malltraeth  RSPB,  ANGLESEY  29th  Nov.  until 
the  end  of  the  year. 
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MALLARD  Anas platyrhynchos  HWYADEN  WYLLT 

(C)  Common  and  widespread  breeding  resident ,  abundant  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor 
to  all  counties.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 


Monthly  max.  for  the  main  sites  are  tabulated  as  available. 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J  J 

A 

S 

0 

N 

D 

GWENT 

PW/SF 

190 

130 

190 

68 

34 

163  175 

300 

1  12 

130 

88 

170 

Llandeg. 

260 

100 

32 

17 

23 

90  100 

14 

38 

150 

87 

530 

NWR 

370 

320 

122 

95 

48 

176  195 

244 

514 

653 

328 

259 

Mon-B  C 

E.  GLAM. 

166 

144 

41 

62 

190 

127 

194 

189 

Roath  Park 

112 

91 

102 

86 

128 

210  338 

258 

271 

308 

229 

163 

Cosmeston 

94 

154 

120 

53 

53 

55  107 

48 

70 

68 

85 

84 

Caerphilly 

68 

94 

102 

36 

44 

60  80 

117 

109 

107 

83 

130 

Forest  Farm 

112 

76 

40 

23 

- 

- 

86 

- 

- 

- 

70 

Rockwool  L 

125 

153 

86 

5 

5 

30  18 

35 

47 

77 

44 

53 

Ogmore  E 
GOWER 

44 

52 

48 

17 

31 

44  72 

123 

92 

148 

49 

38 

Burry  S 

20 

10 

5 

5 

5 

245  35 

445 

210 

75 

10 

15 

CARM. 

Penclac. 

122 

149 

53 

37 

24 

147  176 

261 

199 

133 

114 

PEMB. 

Cleddau  E 
CERE. 

211 

178 

161 

263 

507 

291 

323 

Dyfi  E. 

357 

81 

78 

164 

109 

80  128 

199 

126 

643 

333 

387 

Cors  C 

297 

140 

82 

510 

379 

MEIRI. 

Glaslyn/Dw 

52 

46 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

426 

217 

129 

171 

Mawddach 

158 

- 

108 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

212 

94 

113 

Llyn  Tegid 
CAERN. 

86 

50 

49 

15 

- 

- 

- 

110 

308 

106 

93 

Foryd  Bay 

61 

38 

27 

29 

47 

95  117 

203 

222 

129 

110 

124 

T.  Lafan 

242 

236 

379 

298 

238 

401 

CARMS 

2005  TTG 

98 

58 

64 

333 

168 

40 

168 

2004  TTG 

150 

121 

86 

214 

170 

165 

194 

The  largest  flocks  counted  in  addition  to  those  tabulated  were:  in  GWENT:  137  at  Llanwern 
steelworks  on  18th  Oct.;  in  BRECON:  315  at  Brecon  Canal  Basin  on  16lh  Jan.  and  241  on  25th 
Nov.,  104  at  Llangorse  on  27th  Feb.,  with  100  still  present  at  the  end  of  April,  176  there  on  8th 
Oct.;  on  ANGLESEY  117  at  Llyn  Cefni  on  14th  Aug.,  clOO  at  Hen  Borth  on  20th  Aug. 
Numbers  roosting  on  the  quarry  pool  at  Penmon  Point  were  94  on  1 8th  Sept.,  66  on  the  20th,  122 
on  the  21st,  135  on  the  22nd,  1 15  on  the  27th  and  131  on  4th  Oct.  On  the  Dee  Estuary,  FLINT, 
max.  counts  were  of  350  at  Oakenholt  on  24  Aug.  and  438  at  Connah’s  Quay  on  9  Aug. 

PINTAIL  Anas  acuta  HWYADEN  LOSTFAIN 

(C)  Occasional,  passage  migrant  and  locally  abundant  winter  visitor  to  some  counties.  Wales  - 
Amber  listed. 

Monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  (holding  counts  of  80  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as 
available. 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M  Jy 

A 

S 

O 

N 

D 

GWENT 

PW/SF 

210 

48 

244 

6 

7 

20 

33 

87 

150 

NWR 

34 

47 

32 

4 

3 

30 

12 

11 

10 

E.  GLAM. 

Rhymney  Est 

100 

36 

2 

- 

250 

120 

Cardiff  E. Foreshore 
GOWER 

250 

25 

- 

- 

- 

23 

Burry  (S) 

4990 

4835 

2255 

695 

1355 

1940 

6180 

CARM. 

Penclacwydd 

1700 

199 

364 

12 

2 

16 

143 

58 

1 

139 


J  F  MAMJyAS  O  N  D 

CEREDIGION 


Dyfi  Est. 

161 

150 

128 

92 

147 

132 

137 

MEIRI. 

Glaslyn/Dwy. 

65 

12 

- 

170 

138 

107 

214 

Mawddach 

58 

- 

118 

- 

163 

61 

0 

CAERN. 

Traeth  Lafan 

90 

46 

69 

54 

160 

Foryd/  Braint 

180 

449 

72 

1  1 

120 

190 

330 

160 

ANGLESEY 

Malltraeth 

400 

242 

38 

25 

50 

287 

FLINT 

Bagillt  Bank 

1500 

2 

1200 

Oakneholt 

150 

60 

5 

130 

40 

20 

Point  of  Air 

230 

84 

21 

2 

241 

175 

176 

CARMS 

2005  TTG 

5 

80 

161 

29 

61 

86 

137 

2004  TTG 

215 

81 

11 

41 

134 

111 

Large  counts  elsewhere  included:  138  at  Rumney  Great  Wharf,  E.  GLAMORGAN  in  Feb.;  188 
off  Llanelli  Beach,  CARMARTHEN  on  30th  Dec.;  in  MEIRIONNYDD:  273  were  roosting  on 
sandbanks  in  the  Dyfi  Est.  off  Aberdyfi  on  9th  Jan,  with  340  on  the  30th  and  180  on  4th  March. 
160  were  at  roost  off  Aberdyfi  on  2nd  Dec  and  1 1 1  on  22nd  Dec.;  on  ANGLESEY:  99  Alaw 
Estuary  in  February  and  50  there  in  December,  130  on  the  Briant  Estuary  in  November.  On  the 
Dee  Estuary,  FLINT  220  at  Mostyn  on  14th  Nov.,  700  at  Shotwick  on  10  Sept. 

Inland:  in  BRECON:  a  male  at  Llangorse  from  20lh  -  27lh  Mar.  was  the  only  spring  record. 
Single  females  were  present  there  on  22nd  Aug.  &  4lh  Nov.,  and  three  males  on  13th  Nov.  A 
female  was  also  present  at  Talybont  on  29  Sept. 

Additional  large  counts  from  CARMARTHEN:  2005:  170  at  Penclacwydd  on  1st  Feb.,  372  at 
Afon  Lleidi  on  26lh  Nov.  and  309  at  Penclacwydd  on  18th  Dec.  ;  in  2004:159  at  Penclacwydd 
on  13th  Mar.  and  164  on  Llanelli  Beach  on  6th  Sept. 

GARGANEY  Anas  querquedula  HWYADEN ADDFAIN 

(A)  Recorded  in  small  numbers  on  passage.  Although  probable  breeding  is  more  frequent,  there 
have  been  only  5  confirmed  Welsh  breeding  attempts  and  only  one  since  1991.  Wales  -  Amber 
listed. 

All  records,  relate  to  males  unless  stated,  were:  in  GWENT:  at  Newport  Wetland  between  7th  - 
5th  May,  max.  4  males  on  the  12th  and  a  female  there  9th  -  13th.  A  male  also  there  28th  June;  in 
E.  GLAMORGAN:  a  pair  at  KNNR  on  15th  Apr.,  then  single  males  at  Cardiff  Bay  Wetlands 
on  1 1th  May,  at  Lisvane  Res  on  5th  May  and  at  Llan/Lis  Res  and  Ogmore  Est  on  5th  June;  in 
CARMARTHEN:  at  Penclacwydd,  a  single  male,  15th  Apr.  on  and  off  until  15th  June,  with  2 
there  5th  &  15th  May,  one  at  Bethlehem  21st  Nov.;  in  PEMBROKE:  at  Skomer  23ld  May  and 
Marloes  Mere  23rd  -  3Ll  May,  with  2  there  on  the  25th  (presumably  the  same  birds);  in 
CEREDIGION:  a  male  at  Ynyshir  on  2Ll  Apr  and  9th  May  with  a  pair  on  23rd  -  26th  May.  Pair 
on  sea  off  Llanrhystud  on  15lh  Apr.  and  a  pair  at  Ty  Gwyn  pool  on  10th  June;  in  BRECON:  at 
Brechfa  Pool  on  24th  May;  in  MONTGOMERY:  males  at  Lymore  on  22nd  Mar.  and  Llyn  coed 
y  Dinas  /  Dolydd  Hafren  on  the  30th  Mar;  in  CAERNARFON:  at  Conwy  RSPB  4th  &  6th  May 
and  at  Aber  Ogwen  8th  May;  on  ANGLESEY:  at  Plas  Bog  4th  May,  Malltraeth  RSPB  on  26!h 
May,  Cors  Erddreiniog  19th  June,  a  female  at  Cemlyn  6lh  -  23rd  July,  a  pair  on  Llyn  Traffwll  on 
24lh  July,  an  eclipse  drake  on  the  Inland  Sea  on  6th  Aug.  and  a  female  at  Llyn  Cefni  on  10th 
Sept.  In  FLINT:  at  Inner  Marsh  Farm,  with  another  over  the  Cheshire  border,  on  16th  May,  2 
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males  there  on  the  27th,  one  at  POA  on  5th  Sept,  and  28th  Oct,  with  an  unusually  late  individual 
was  also  at  Point  of  Air  on  6th  Dec. 

Additional  records  from:  2005:  at  Penclacwydd,  CARMARTHEN  a  male  22nd  May,  5th  Sept.  & 
7lh  and  an  eclipse  male  there  15lh  Sept.  -  7th  Oct.  In  2004:  at  Pencalcwydd,  CARMARTHEN:  a 
male  13th  Apr.  -  13lh  May,  female  /  immature  there  15th  Aug.,  a  pair  3K|  Sept.,  a  female  / 
immature  6th  Sept,  and  a  male  10th  Sept.;  in  FLINT:  a  male  at  Inner  Marsh  Farm  on  2nd  May 
and  20lh  Aug.  and  at  Point  of  Air  on  1 1th  Aug.  &  2nd  Oct. 


SHOVELER  Anas  clypeata  HWYADEN L  YDANBIG 

(C)  Locally  common  winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant.  Regular  breeding  species  on  Anglesey 
and  occasionally  elsewhere  in  Wales.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 

Monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  (holding  counts  of  50  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as 


available.  Small  groups  were  widely  distributed  elsewhere. 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

5 

O 

N 

D 

GWENT 

PW/SF 

190 

139 

32 

5 

32 

2 

100 

100 

164 

NWR 

215 

220 

78 

48 

1 1 

6 

4 

50 

78 

179 

130 

97 

E.  GLAM. 

Severn  Est, 

46 

53 

68 

10 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

4 

Cardiff* 

K.NNR 

GOWER 

134 

118 

85 

8 

3 

- 

6 

9 

26 

23 

13 

68 

Burry  (S) 

130 

165 

65 

50 

100 

180 

140 

Llanrhid. 

98 

57 

4 

24 

110 

70 

Wemffrw. 

CARM. 

128 

109 

63 

53 

137 

166 

76 

Penplac. 

47 

94 

85 

53 

8 

3 

3 

26 

68 

212 

44 

BRECON 

Llangorse 

ANGLE 

81 

81 

32 

10 

2 

8 

9 

9 

Valley  L 

100 

40 

93 

CARMS 

2005  Penc 

97 

71 

2004  Penc 

73 

47 

82 

85 

153 

113 

*  combined  records  from  Rumney  Great  Wharf  to  Cardiff  Heliport. 
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Large  counts  elsewhere  included:  in  PEMBROKE:  raft  of  66  on  the  sea  off  Freshwater  West  7th 
Jan.  On  ANGLESEY:  c.250  at  Llyn  Penrhyn  on  8th  Jan.,  50  on  Llyn  Traffwll  in  March  & 
April,  140  at  Llyn  Padrig  on  19th  Sept,  with  43  there  on  14th  Oct.  52  at  Inner  Marsh  Farm, 
FLINT  in  September. 

Breeding  season  records,  far  from  complete:  in  PEMBROKE:  4  pairs  attempted  to  breed 
Skomer  but  no  young  seen,  max  10  on  29th  Apr.  A  pair  was  present  throughout  April  on 
Skokholm  and  a  pair  at  Marloes  Mere  on  31sl  May;  bred  at  Ynyshir,  CEREDIGION,  3  pairs 
seen  in  May  and  one  brood  in  June  &  July;  a  pair  bred  at  Dolydd  Hafren,  MONTGOMERY, 
for  the  1st  time,  raising  4y;  ANGLESEY:  a  pair  at  Llyn  Llywenan  on  12th  May  and  9  birds  at 
Llyn  Maelog  on  14th  July. 

An  additional  large  count  from  CARMARTEIEN  in  2005:  100  at  Machynys  on  5th  Dec. 

RED-CRESTED  POCHARD  Netta  rufina  HWYADEN  GRIBGOCH 

(A)  An  increase  in  the  feral  population  in  England  has  resulted  in  an  increase  in  records  in 
Gwent  and  Glamorgan  (but  none  in  2005). 

All  records  were:  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  a  drake  in  the  Vale  of  Glamorgan  8th  Dec.,  and 
possibly  the  same  bird  then  at  Pitcot  pool  -  St  Bride’s  Major  from  26th  -  29th  Dec. 

POCHARD  Aythyaferina  HWYADEN  BENGOCH 

(C)  Resident  breeding  species  in  small  numbers  in  several  counties,  otherwise  a  locally 
common  winter  visitor,  chiefly  to  coastal  counties  and  passage  migrant. 


Monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  are  tabulated  as  available. 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

S 

0 

N 

D 

GWENT  NWR 

Ynysfro  Res. 

19 

7 

4 

6 

12 

42 

5 

□and.  Res. 

14 

10 

5 

2 

68 

GLAM. 

Llan/Lis  Res 

24 

17 

- 

1 

- 

- 

9 

7 

1 

8 

13 

30 

Roath  Park  L 

63 

100 

58 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

9 

22 

Cosmeston  CP 

450 

416 

250 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

14 

25 

106 

92 

K.NNR 

224 

14 

14 

4 

1 

1 

17 

23 

149 

219 

243 

252 

Eg.  Nunydd 

286 

226 

40 

3 

1 

5 

140 

140 

177 

315 

Baglan  Pool 

8 

8 

8 

2 

12 

32 

21 

Fendrod  Lake 
CARM. 

28 

32 

34 

4 

1 

8 

20 

Penclacwydd 

32 

26 

36 

16 

12 

9 

16 

10 

28 

27 

19 

BRECON 

Llangorse  Lake 

26 

36 

47 

6. 

3 

10 

4 

1 

Talybont  Res. 

65 

9 

100 

134 

Pentwyn 

13 

1 

14 

ANGLE. LCefni 

48 

44 

21 

9 

5 

3 

17 

41 

45 

38 

21 

25 

Llyn  Coron 

38 

27 

1 

3 

6 

Llyn  Maelog 

13 

32 

2 

15 

6 

27 

5 

39 

CARMS 

2005  Pencl. 

80 

80 

2004  Pencl. 

30 

31 

In  FLINT:  20  at  Shotton  Steelworks  on  17th  Dec.,  30  at  Point  of  Air  on  10lh  Jan.,  20  at  Fagl 
Lane  Quarry  on  1st  Jan. 

Breeding  was  indicated  for  the  first  time  in  many  years  in  BRECON,  when  on  21sl  Aug.  a 
female  with  5  well-grown  juveniles  was  present  at  Garth  Lake.  On  ANGLESEY:  there  was  a 
brood  of  5  at  Llyn  Llywenan  on  24lh  June,  a  brood  of  3  on  Llyn  Penrhyn  on  4th  July  and  a  brood 
of  3  at  Llyn  Cefni  on  14lh  July. 

Additional  breeding  records  from  CAERMARTHEN  at  Penclacwydd:  in  2005:  13  pairs, 
producing  a  total  of  12y;  in  2004:  12  pairs. 
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HWYADEN  DORCHAG 


RING-NECKED  DUCK  Ay  thy  a  collaris 
(A)  Rare  visitor  from  North  America. 

All  records  were:  of  the  returning  male  at  NWR  Uskmouth,  GWENT  on  Apr.  30th;  and  a  female 
or  first  winter  male  at  Kenfig  Pool,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  1 1th  Nov. 


TUFTED  DUCK  Ay  thy  a  fuligula 

(C)  Resident  breeding  species  in  small  numbers  in  several  Welsh 
common  winter  visitor. 

The  monthly  max.  in  the  main  wintering  sites  are  tabulated  as  available. 


HWYADEN  GOPOG 
counties  and  a  locallv 


J 

F 

M 

A 

GWENT 

NWR 

53 

72 

53 

58 

Ynysfro 

33 

27 

24 

24 

Llanwern 

14 

26 

36 

Dunlop  S. 

15 

4 

11 

6 

Llandeg. 

10 

15 

28 

13 

Bryn  Bach 

20 

24 

36 

32 

Pant  yr  oes 

1 

2 

6 

3 

GLAM. 

Llan/Lis  Res 

49 

92 

29 

23 

Roath  Park  L 

55 

60 

62 

17 

Cardiff  Bay 

8 

16 

4 

8 

Cosmeston  CP 

275 

116 

50 

15 

The  Knap  Barry 

64 

29 

- 

- 

KNNR 

27 

35 

28 

42 

Eglwys  Nun. 

60 

48 

88 

54 

Baglan  Pool 

15 

24 

11 

12 

Gnoll  Ponds 

25 

29 

25 

5 

CARM. 

Penclacwydd 

82 

44 

24 

14 

BRECON 

Llangorse 

156 

85 

89 

45 

,  Talybont 

60 

30 

10 

2 

ANGLE. 

Llyn  Alaw 

194 

181 

105 

83 

Llyn  Cefni 

93 

122 

94 

92 

Llyn  Coron 

35 

37 

63 

Llyn  Maelog 

10 

15 

M 

J 

J 

A 

5 

o 

N 

D 

37 

29 

33 

28 

9 

6 

22 

42 

14 

21 

62 

36 

48 

61 

52 

24 

25 

49 

32 

6 

9 

2 

1 

27 

12 

14 

8 

6 

6 

19 

14 

19 

3 

5 

10 

3 

15 

22 

11 

4 

159 

207 

65 

69 

30 

20 

- 

4 

3 

- 

4 

14 

94 

37 

2 

12 

- 

- 

11 

23 

38 

- 

- 

6 

6 

8 

28 

27 

153 

110 

- 

- 

- 

9 

- 

10 

50 

29 

27 

- 

14 

53 

56 

54 

45 

59 

35 

17 

34 

32 

76 

50 

10 

10 

1 

3 

2 

7 

28 

40 

18 

1 

2 

28 

30 

31 

2 

10 

7 

12 

19 

75 

62 

73 

176 

130 

200 

20 

92 

78 

23 

18 

58 

50 

123 

453 

368 

292 

167 

154 

23 

7 

157 

265 

274 

159 

111 

80 

3 

1 

14 

105 

46 

51 

35 

27 

18 

13 

4 

36 

12 

34 

Large  counts  elsewhere  included:  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  25  at  Lamby  Lake  in  Lebruary,  30  at 
Hensol  Lake  in  April  and  30  at  Rhaslas  Pond  &  32  at  Llwyn  On  Res  in  December;  34  at  Sandy 
Water  park,  CARMARTHEN  on  4th  Apr.;  in  DENBIGH:  46  at  Stryd  Las  on  24th  Jan.,  36  at 
Llyn  Bran  on  24lh  Oct;  in  LL1NT:  50  at  Lagl  Lane  Quarry  on  1st  Jan.,  32  at  Llyn  Helyg  on  16th 
Feb.  30  at  Shotwick  boating  lake  on  1st  May,  45+  at  Shotton  Steelworks  on  1st  Oct. 


Breeding  was  noted  as  follows:  GWENT:  bred  at  Dingestow  6y,  Hoop  Ponds,  Llanwern  8  prs. 
And  52y,  Bulmore  2y,  NWR,  30y;  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  two  pairs  bred  at  Parc  Slip  NR,  6y  and 
5y,  two  families  with  7y  and  4y  at  Hamadryad  Park,  Cardiff,  7y  of  mixed  ages  at  Hirwaun 
Substation  Pond  and  a  family  group  with  at  least  7  juvs  at  St  Fagan's  Castle  Fishponds.  In 
GOWER:  bred  at  the  River  Kenfig  Estuary  (4y),  Borrow  Pits  (3y),  Hen  Eglwys  (3y)  and  a  pair 
observed  mating  at  Rheola  Lake.  In  PEMBROKE:  two  pairs  attempted  to  breed  Skomer,  with  a 
brood  of  7  seen  15th  June  but  none  fledged;  in  CEREDIGION:  bred  at  Llyn  Rhosrhydd  and 
probably  on  Cruglas  pool,  Cors  Caron;  the  only  confirmed  breeding  in  BRECON  was  from 
Brechfa  Pool  where  a  female  and  9y  on  17th  June;  bred  at  2  sites  in  RADNOR;  in 
MONTGOMERY:  12  prs.  at  Llyn  Du  and  10-12  prs.  at  Llyn  Coed  y  Dinas;  a  pair  bred  at 
Conwy  RSPB,  CAERNARFON,  6y;  on  ANGLESEY:  6y  at  Llyn  Llywenan  on  24th  June  with  a 
2nd  brood  of  4  on  14th  Aug.,  two  broods  at  Llyn  Cefni  on  7th  July  and  a  brood  of  6  at  Llyn 
Maelog  on  14th  July.  Breeding  was  also  recorded  at  Llyn  Alaw  where  nests  and  broods  were 
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seen.  In  DENBIGH:  bred  at  Borras  Pool  and  Erddig  Pool;  in  FLINT  bred  at  Shotton  Steelworks 
and  Rhyl  brickworks  (4y). 

Additional  breeding  records  from  CARMARTHEN:  in  2005:  bred  at  Ashpits  Pond  (5y),  12 
pairs  at  Penclcawydd  (16y);  in  2004:  5  pairs  at  Ashpits  Pond  (5+y)  and  10  pairs  at  5  other  sites. 
Largest  counts  in  these  years  were,  in  2005:  33  at  Penclacwydd  on  28  Jan.,  25  at  talley  Lakes 
20th  Mar.,  29  at  Sandy  Water  Park  on  30th  Nov.  and  35  at  Pencalcwydd  on  29th  Dec.;  in  2004: 
49  at  Pencalcwydd  on  15th  Feb. 

SCAUP  Aythya  marila  HWYADEN  BENDDU 

(B)  Scarce  and  local  winter  visitor,  also  recorded  on  passage.  Wales  - Amber  listed. 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M  Jn  S 

O 

N 

D 

GWENT  Sluice  Farm 

3 

NWR 

1 

1 

1 

E.  GLAM.  Cardiff  Bay 

1 

1 

2 

Cosmeston 

6 

2 

1 

1 

Kenfig 

1 

1 

Heliport/ Rhymney 

5 

6 

1 

Elsewhere 

1 

GOWER  Eglwys  Nunydd 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Burry  Inlet 

10+ 

3 

1 

2 

CARMARTHEN 

4 

PEMBROKE 

1 

1 

1 

2 

CEREDIGION 

1 

6 

MEIRIONNYDD 

2 

1 

1 

1 

MEIRI.  /  CAERN. 

Morfa  Harlech  /  Borth  y  Gest 

9 

5 

3 

6 

CAERN. 

1 

ANGLESEY 

2 

1 

DENBIGH 

1 

FLINT 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2005  CARMARTHEN 

5 

1 

2* 

2 

2005  FLINT 

1 

1 

4 

2004  CARMARTHEN 

1 

2 

13 

2004  DENBIGH 

40 

2004  FLINT 

1 

1 

1 

*  including  a  male  at  Talley  Lakes  6  Feb.  -  2  Apr. 

Inland:  a  single  on  Heathfield  GP,  PEMBROKE,  1st  Jan.  -  4th  Mar;  in  BRECON:  a  female  at 
Llangorse  at  dusk  on  17Ih  Jan.,  a  female/juv.  there  3ui  Mar.  -  7th  Apr.;  in  MEIRIONNYDD:  two 
on  Llyn  Trawsfynydd  on  2nd  Jan.  and  another  on  12th  Oct.  &  20th  Dec.,  and  a  female  on  the 
Broadwater  16th-26th  Nov. 

Additional  record  from  2004:  40  at  Kinmel  Bay,  DENBIGH  on  4th  Jan. 

EIDER  Somateria  mollissima  HWYADEN  FWYTHBL U 

(C)  Generally  scarce  non-breeding  resident  and  winter  visitor.  Breeding  took  place  for  the  first 
time  in  1997. 

The  monthly  max.  in  the  Burry  Inlet  GLAMORGAN,  Aberdysynni,  MEIRIONNYDD  and  off 


Penmon  were: 

J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

s 

O 

N 

D 

Burry  S 

120 

10 

135 

85 

55 

65 

55 

55 

20 

60 

55 

Aberdysynni 

13 

41 

80 

52 

51 

72 

71 

39 

38 

10 

10 

Penmon  /  Puffin  I. 

24 

24 

27 

Breeding  information:  4  adults  &  2  juv.  at  Aber  Ogwen,  CAERNARFON  on  26th  June;  5  prs.  at 
Lleiniog,  ANGLESEY  22nd  Apr. 
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LONG-TAILED  DUCK  Clangula  hyemalis  HWYADEN  G YNFFON-HJR 

(B)  Scarce  winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant,  most  frequently  recorded  offshore  from  counties 
in  north-west  Wales.  Rare  inland. 


A  summary  of  records  for  each  county: 


E.  GLAMORGAN 

GOWER 

CARMARTHEN 

PEMBROKE 

CEREDIGION 

MEIRI.  /  CAERN. 

CAERNARFON 

ANGLESEY 


Eglwys  NunyddRes. 

Pwll 


Morfa  Harlech/  Borth  y  Gest 
elsewhere 


J 


3 

1 


F  M  A  M 

1111 

1 

1  3 

1  2 


O  N  D 


1 

1 

1 


2 


2005  CARMARTHEN 


COMMON  SCOTER  Melanitta  nigra  MOR-HWYADEN  DDU 

(C)  A  locally  abundant  visitor,  recorded  all  year  round  but  mainly  during  the  winter  months. 
The  distribution  is  predominantly  coastal,  although  it  is  regular  in  small  numbers  on  inland 
waters  on  passage.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 

Recorded  off  all  coastal  counties,  counts  from  the  main  sites: 


j 

F 

M  A 

J  A  S 

o 

N 

D 

GOWER 

Rhossili/Worms 

311 

400 

Oxwich  Bay 

800 

171 

CARM/PEMB 
Carmarthen  Bay 
PEMBROKE 

4000 

4000 

3000 

St.  Bride’s  Bay 

100 

100 

100 

30 

85 

CERE,  off  Borth 
MEIRI/CAERN 

129 

314 

170 

90 

40 

21 

60 

M.  Harl./BorthyG 
CAERN. 

700 

Traeth  Lafan 

65 

30 

ANGLESEY 

Penmon 

11 

1 

104  10 

217  79  160 

176 

40 

35 

DENBIGH 

Llanddulas/Kinmel 

7000 

2005  Towyn 

2005  Kinmel  Bay 
2004  Towyn 

4500 

5000 

6000 

14000 

Autumn  monthly  Passage  totals  at  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE: 

June 

July 

Aug 

Sept  Oct  Nov 

Dec 

91 

526 

2350  2061  15 

35 

Daily  Maxa  :  122  on  3U 

Aug,  182  on  14th 

Sept  and  4 1 7  on  1 1 1,1  Oct. 

Other  counts  of  passage:  off  Tutt  Head,  GOWER:  263  ON  9 111  Apr.  and  366  on  4th  Aug.;  120+ 
past  the  Little  Orme,  CARNARFON  on  8th  Feb.  with  80+  here  on  26lh  June;  ANGLESEY:  300 
flew  west  past  Carmel  Head  on  14th  July,  75  passed  Point  Lynas  on  3ul  Aug.  with  89  on  the  7th 
Aug.  and  163  offshore  here  on  16lh  Sept;  in  FLINT:  500  flying  W  off  Point  of  Air  on  7th  Oct. 
and  500+  off  Towyn  on  13th  Oct. 

Inland  there  were  records  from:  in  RADNOR:  7  at  Claerwen  Res.  on  25lh  June,  9  at  Craig  Goch 
Res.  on  12th  July,  6  at  Caban  Coch  Res.  on  17th  July,  with  6  there  on  5th  Aug.;  a  pair  on  Llyn 
Celyn,  MEIRIONNYDD  on  17lh  Sept,  and  one  Llyn  Trawsfynydd  on  12th  Oct. 
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BLACK  SCOTER  Me/anitta  americana  MOR-HWYADEN  DDU 

(A)  A  vagrant. 

The  male  off  Llanfairfechan,  CAERNARFON  remained  until  28th  Apr.,  then  again  from  24ln 
Sept,  to  the  end  of  the  year. 

SURF  SCOTER  Melanitta perspicillata  MOR-HWYADEN  YR  EWYN 

(A)  A  rare  trans-Atlantic  visitor  to  Wales. 

In  Carmarthen  Bay,  CARMARTHEN  a  male  off,  Ragwen  Point  16th  Dec.,  then  two  present  in 
between  Ragwen  Point  and  Pendine  from  the  1 7th  Dec.  until  25th  Feb.  2007. 

VELVET  SCOTER  Melanitta  fusca  MOR-HWYADEN  Y  GOGLEDD 

(A)  A  scarce  and  local  winter  visitor,  regular  in  small  numbers  to  some  coastal  counties. 
Occasionally  recorded  on  passage.  Rare  inland. 

All  records  were:  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  a  female  at  Cardiff  Heliport  on  12th  Apr.  and  7  males 
flew  up  channel  off  Ogmore-by-Sea  on  30th  Nov.;  off  CARMARTHEN:  one  at  Ragwen  Point, 
Carmarthen  Bay  3rd,  17th  &  18th  Dec.;  in  PEMBROKE:  one  Newgale  2nd  -  6th  Jan,  with  2  there 
on  the  3rd,  one  Skomer  on  29th  Mar.  and  2  off  Strumble  Head  8th  Dec.;  a  female  off  Harlech, 
MEIRIONNYDD  on  18th  Feb.  then  off  Black  Rock,  CAERNARFON  the  following  day  and 
two  females/first  winters  off  Llanfairfechan  on  21st  -  24th  Dec.;  a  drake  on  the  Inland  Sea, 
ANGLESEY  on  21st  Jan.;  DENBIGH:  off  Towyn  13th  Oct  &  3rd  -  19th  Nov. 

Additional  records  from  in  2005:  in  DENBIGH:  one  off  Llanddulas  on  3rd  Mar.  and  off 
Towyn,  one  on  1st  Sept.,  2  on  10th  Oct,  one  on  the  17th  and  and  2  on  27th  Dec.  In  2004:  12  off 
Telpyn  Point,  CARMARTHEN  on  15th  Feb.;  in  DENBIGH:  6  off  Towyn  on  17th  Jan.  &  one  off 
Llanddulas  on  27th  Jan. 


GOLDENEYE  Bucephala  clangula 

(C)  Locally  common  winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant, 
individuals  summering  on  inland  lakes. 

Monthly  max.  counts  at  the  main  sites  were: 


HWYADEN  L  YGAD-A  UR 
with  an  increasing  number  of 


GWENT 

E.GLAM. 


NWR 

Ogmore  Est 
KNNR 


26 


F 

10 

23 

5 


M 

2 

12 

16 


4 

13 


M 


Jn 


O 


N 

2 

8 

6 


D 

6 

16 

5 


GOWER 


Eglwys  Nunydd  R. 

38 

33 

53 

19 

PEMB.  Cleddau  Est. 

15 

21 

15 

CEREDIGION  Dyfi 

BRECON 

5 

7 

5 

Llangorse  Lake 

32 

63 

46 

15 

Talybont  Res. 

4 

7 

19 

19 

Pentwyn 

10 

12 

12 

MEIRIONNYDD 


3  6  9 

3  2  8 

11 

2  21  34 

8 

1  9 


Glaslyn/Dwyryd  3  1 1 

Mawddach  6 

Llyn  Tegid  24  17 

CAERNARFON 

Foryd  Bay  ]]  \2 

Traeth  Lafan  53  56 

ANGLESEY  Cemlyn  10  8 

Llyn  Cefni  12  18 


10 

12 


35 


20 


Large  counts  included:  31  on  Llyn  Alaw,  ANGLESEY  on  3rd  Feb.  with  21  there  on  10th  Feb. 
and  20  on  the  19th;  33  at  Llyn  Brenig,  DENBIGH  on  18th  Mar. 
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SMEW  Mergus  a /be Hus  LLEIAN  WEN 

(A)  Scarce  winter  visitor,  not  recorded  annually  in  any  county  except  in  Glamorgan,  though 
subject  to  cold  weather  influxes  from  the  Continent. 

All  records  were:  ANGLESEY;  two  redheads  on  Llyn  Coron  on  5lh  -  30th  Jan.  and  3ui  Mar.  and 
two  drakes  at  Llyn  Padrig  on  12th  -  17th  Feb. 

Additional  Records  from  2005:  a  redhead  at  Penclacwydd,  CARMARTHEN  5th  Feb.  -  9lh 
Apr.;  in  FLINT:a  male  at  Inner  Marsh  Farm  16th  Jan  and  at  Shotwick  boating  lake  on  23ld  Jan. 
In  2004:  a  redhead  at  Penclacwydd,  CARMARTHEN  27th  Feb.  and  20th  Oct.  until  the  end  of 
the  year;  in  DENBIGH:  1st  w  /  female  Flyn  Brenig  22nd  Jan  &  21st  Mar;  FEINT  2004:  a  1st  w  / 
female  at  Point  of  Air  on  13th  Jan.  and  a  male  at  Inner  Marsh  Farm  22nd  -  24th  Jan. 

RED-BREASTED  MERGANSER  Mergus  serrator  HWYADEN FRONGOCH 

(C)  Locally  common  winter  visitor,  particularly  to  the  north  Wales  coast.  Small  numbers  breed, 
chiefly  around  the  coast  -  line  from  Ceredigion  to  Anglesey. 


Monthly 

max. 

at  the  main  sites  for  which  systematic  counts  are  available  are  tabulated. 
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CERE. 

20 

10 

15 

15 

4 

10 

5 

Dyfi  Est. 
MEIRI. 

38 

24 

27 

20  18  15  14  29  18 

16 

19 

13 

Artro 

34 

14 

6  9 

Broadwater 

20 

Glaslyn/D 

6 

15 

24 

3 

Mawdd^c. 

CAERN. 

36 

10 

23 

17 

16 

Foryd  Bay 

5 

8 

23 

42  12  1  1  4 

13 

6 

6 

Tr.  Lafan 

4 

8 

223  84  14 

32 

37 

17 

Cemlyn 

8 

1 

2  13  16 

2 

2 

2 

Large  counts  elsewhere  included:  in  GOWER:  22  at  Wernffrwd  on  29th  Mar.  and  a  total  of  30 
counted  between  Loughor  Bridge  and  Salthouse  Point  on  6th  Dec.;  25  off  Burry  Port  Harbour, 
CARMARTHEN  on  27th  Feb.;  in  MEIRIONNYDD:  53  were  in  the  Dyfi  Est.  off  Aberdyfi  on 
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4lh  Feb.,  35  off  Tonfanau  on  20th  Mar.  15-20  off  Tonfanau  on  24th  Dec.;  15  at  Rhyl  marine  lake, 
FLINT  23rd  Nov.  and  1 7  at  Poit  of  Air  on  1 8th  Jan. 


Summering  /  breeding  information:  in  MEIRIONNYDD:  3  moulting  adults  on  the  Broadwater 
on  20th  June.  A  female  with  5  ducklings  here  on  11th  Aug,  all  successfully  reared,  a  pair  on 
Llyn  Tanygrisiau  on  6th  May.  In  CAERNARFON:  a  pair  on  Coed-ty  Reservoir  on  23rd  Apr. 
ANGLESEY:  Three  broods  of  7,  10  and  11  were  seen  at  Cemlyn  from  the  20th  July,  the 
remainder  of  these  forming  a  creche  of  18  in  early  Aug.  A  pair  at  Lleiniog  on  22nd  Apr. 

GOOSANDER  M.  merganser  HWYADEN  DDANHEDDOG 

(C)  Breeding  resident  on  most  Welsh  rivers  in  mid  and  north  Wales,  the  breeding  population 
slowly  expanding.  In  winter,  numbers  are  augmented  by  birds  dispersing  from  farther  north. 


Monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  for  which  systematic  counts  are  available  are  tabulated. 
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A 

M  J  J 

A 

5 
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D 

GWENT 

Bryn  Bacn  Park 

1 

22 

Bulmore 

18 

11 

5 

15 

2 

Cwmbran  boating  L 

15 

54 

Gamlydan  Res. 

16 

3 

6 

Llanwenarth 

12 

8 

7 

6 

11  7  17 

12 

GLAMORGAN 

R.Taff  -  Cardiff 

8 

7 

1 

10 

4  -  1 

2 

- 

1 

5 

8 

Merthyr  Com.  Pools 
PEMBROKE 

27 

6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

- 

8 

6 

Bosherston 

10 

10 

11 

11 

15 

BRECON 

Llangorse 

58 

40 

28 

1 

8 

Talybont 

56 

9 

18 

31 

11 

25 

9 

MEIRIONNYDD 

Llyn  Tegid 

2 

2 

1 

1 

11 

1 

3 

CAERNARFON 

Traeth  Lafan 

61 

8 

12 

o 

J 

2 

ANGLESEY 

Llyn  Coron 

14 

8 

.  _  .  _ 

3 

In  RADNOR:  56  at  Llanbwchllyn  on  8th  Feb.  and  51  at  Llandrindod  Lake  on  15th  Dec.; 
ANGLESEY:  14  at  Pen-y-Parc  Reservoir  on  20th  Nov.,  all  but  one  females. 


In  GWENT:  the  Penderyn  Res  roost  with  26  on  19th  Mar  and  24  on  21st  Nov,  max  8  at 
Pontsticill  Res  on  15th  Jan  and  10  at  Parc  Cwm  Darran  on  25th  Feb.;  in  BRECON:  15  on  the 
River  Usk  at  Scethrog  on  28th  Jan.  and  19  at  Glasbury  on  9th  Mar.  An  indication  of  numbers  in 
the  Wye  valley  in  late  winter  is  shown  by  the  following  simultaneous  counts: 


Hay  to  Llyswen 
Llyswen  -  Erwood  Bridge 
Erwood  Bridge  -  Ysgiog 
Ysgiog  -  Builth  Wells 
Builth  Wells  -  Penmincae 
Penmincae  -  Newbridge 
Newbridge  -  Doldowlod 
Doldowlod  -  Elan 


15th  Feb 
3 
0 
0 
0 
2 
3 

nc 

nc 


22nd  Feb 
15 
1 

0 

0 

3 

0 

2 

nc 


15th  Mar 
33 
7 
0 

5 

6 
15 

8 

11 


22nd  Mar 
52 
16 
4 
1 
2 
16 
4 
nc 


Breeding  records:  in  GWENT:  7y  at  The  Bryn,  2  broods  totalling  18  at  Castle  Meadows,  a 
brood  at  Llangua,  12y  at  Llanrothal,  two  broods  totalling  17  at  Llanwenarth  and  4y  River  Usk; 
in  GOWER:  bred  on  the  River  tawe,  Ynysmeudwy  5y,  River  Neath  at  Island,  5y,  near  Rheola 
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7y,  and  River  Afan  2y;  in  BRECON:  Five  females  with  broods  were  seen  on  the  River  Usk, 
Llansantffraed  to  Pencelli.  Post-breeding  counts  included  18  that  flew  up  the  River  Wye  at 
Llanwrthwl  and  31  at  Talybont  in  late  July,  then  13  at  Ffordd  Fawr  on  19  1  Aug.; 
MONTGOMERY:  broods  totalling  27  at  Newtown,  55  at  Dolydd  Hafen  and  53  at  William 
Condry  Reserve;  MEIRIONNYDD:  a  pair  on  Afon  Dylif  on  4th  Apr.  20  moulting  adults  were 
present  on  the  Broadwater  on  20lh  June  and  28  there  on  25th  July,  a  female  with  10  large  young 
at  Broadwater  on  the  latter  date;  CAERNARFON:  a  pair  at  the  Afonwen  estuary  on  3rd  Apr,  a 
female  with  5  young  on  Afon  Conwy  north  of  Gowers  bridge,  Llanrwst  on  several  dates,  4  on 
Afon  Ogwen  between  Half-way  Bridge  and  Cochwillan  on  25th  Aug.,  5  on  Llyn  Idwal  on  26th 
Aug.  In  DENBIGH:  5  juvs.  Holt  on  26th  May;  16  including  juvs.  River  Clwyd,  DENBIGH  on 
30th  July. 

Additional  breeding  records  from  CARMARTHEN:  in  2005:  counts  of  up  to  40  juvs.  along  the 
Tywi,  6y  at  Llanwrda  and  a  nest  containing  10  eggs  at  Pentre  Davis;  in  2004:  lOy  at  Cilsan 
Bridge  and  5-6y  at  Dryslwyn. 


RUDDY  DUCK  Oxyura  jamaicensis  HWYADEN  GOCH 

(C)  Scarce  breeding  resident  in  several  counties.  Locally  common  on  Anglesey  but  numbers 
reduced  by  culling,  elsewhere  a  scarce  winter  visitor. 

Max.  counts  were: 
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4 

4 
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1 

3 
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12 

8 

6 
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CARM. 
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Breeding  information  as  received:  2  juvs.  at  NWR,  GWENT  on  4th  Aug.;  on  ANGLESEY:  a 
brood  of  3  on  Llyn  Cefni  on  14th  Aug.  and  there  were  three  immatures  at  Llyn  Maelog  on  23ld 
Sept,  that  may  have  been  bred  here. 


2005:  additional  record  from  PEMBROKE,  a  male  Skomer  7th  June. 
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RED  GROUSE  Lagopus  lagopus  GRUGIAR 

(C)  Breeding  resident  on  heather  uplands,  declining  in  most  areas.  Wales  -  Red  listed. 

Limited  reports  received,  which  do  not  reflect  the  overall  situation. 

Reported  from:  10  sites  in  GWENT;  at  3  sites  in  E.  GLAMOGAN;  at  one  site  in 
CARMARTHEN;  at  4  sites  in  BRECON;  on  RSPB  Berwyn  and  at  Bugeilyn  Res.  in 
MONTGOMERY;  from  12  occupied  1  km  squares  in  the  Migneint  area,  MEIRIONNYDD;  in 
CAERNARFON:  from  6  sites  plus  8  occupied  1  km  squares  in  the  Caernarfon  part  of  the 
Migneint  area;  DENBIGH:  reported  from  4  sites,  max.  5  at  World’s  End  28lh  Jan.  FLINT:  2  at 
Cilcain  on  10th  May. 

Additional  records  from  CARMARTHEN,  where  reported  from  2  sites  in  both  2004  &  2005. 

BLACK  GROUSE  Tetrao  tetrix  GRUGIAR  DDU 

(C)  Breeding  resident  on  moorlands  of  north  and  mid-Wales,  recent  increase  in  numbers. 
Wales  -  Red  listed. 

All  records  received  were:  counts  at  Black  Grouse  leks  located  189  males  at  74  leks  (compared 
to  209  males  at  85  leks  in  2005).  Within  this  total:  on  RSPB  Berwyn,  MONTGOMERY,  18 
lekking  males,  7  females  present  and  a  total  of  39y  seen;  6-8  lekking  males  in  north 
MEIRIONNYDD  at  traditional  lekking  sites.  12  World’s  End,  DENBIGH  on  19th  Mar.  Also 
reported  from  5  other  sites.  FLINT  at  Cilcain. 

RED-LEGGED  PARTRIDGE  Alectoris  rufa  PETRISEN  GOESGOCH 

(B)  Almost  extinct  in  the  majority  of  Wales  except  for  a  scattering  of  records.  Populations,  in 
majority  of  areas  where  this  species  is  found,  now  probably  maintained  by  release  schemes. 
Populations  maintained  by  releases.  A  summary  of  records  received:  reported  from  7  sites  in 
GWENT;  at  10  sites  in  E.  GLAMORGAN;  at  one  site  in  GOWER;  from  5  sites  in 
PEMBROKE;  at  2  sites  in  RADNOR;  CAERNARFON:  ones  or  two’s  reported  from  3  sites, 
Conwy  mountain,  Hen  Efail  and  Caerhun;  ANGLESEY:  small  numbers  reported  from  Capel 
Coch,  Aberffraw,  Trefor,  Cemlyn,  Carmel  Head,  Rhydydefaid  Farm,  Treban,  Tyn  Lon,  Point 
Lynas  and  Cafnan  farm.  Max.  16  at  Ty  Croes  on  19lh  Nov. 

GREY  PARTRIDGE  Perdix perdix  PETRISEN 

(B)  Almost  extinct  as  a  breeding  species  in  much  of  Wales.  Populations,  in  majority  of  areas 
where  this  species  is  found,  now ’  probably  maintained  by  release  schemes.  Wales  -  Red  listed. 
Population  maintained  by  releases.  All  records  received  were:  Reported  from  7  sites  in 
GWENT,  max.  12  at  Bassaleg  on  15th  Dec.;  from  7  sites  in  E.  GLAMORGAN,  max.  8  at 
Ty’n-y-caeau  on  29lh  Jan.  and  1 5  thee  on  24lh  Oct.;  at  4  sites  in  PEMBROKE  as  well  as  2  seen 
on  Skomer  (only  the  3ld  island  record)  on  16th  Mar.;  at  Brynhoffnant,  CEREDIGION 
(probably  released);  on  ANGLESEY:  11  at  Aberffraw  on  29th  Jan.  and  8  near  Llyn  Coron  on 
27th  Aug.  Also  seen  at  Mona,  Llanfwrog  and  Tywyn  Aberffraw.  3  sites  in  DENBIGH  and  at  2 
sites  in  FLINT. 

QUAIL  Coturnix  coturnix  SOFLIAR 

(A)  A  scarce  and  irregular  breeding  species,  irruptive  in  some  years;  scarce  passage  migrant. 
Wales  -  Amber  listed. 

All  records  were  of  single  calling  males  unless  stated.  In  GWENT:  at  Black  Rock  on  5th  June 
and  at  Ty-mawr  Llanddwei,  near  Sluvad  14lh  -  15th  July;  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  at  Slade 
Paddocks,  9th  -  22nd  July,  adjacent  to  E.  Monkton  farm  on  19th  July  and  1  was  flushed  from 
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bracken  just  SW  of  Sker  Pool  on  30th  Sept.;  in  PEMBROKE:  near  Marloes  15-16  June, 
Rhoslanog  Fach  12  July  and  near  Nolton  23  -  28  July;  at  Blaenporth,  CEREDIGION  on  22nd 
&  27th  July;  at  Trehenry,  Felinfach,  BRECON  on  24Ih  -  25th  June;  a  pair  flushed  in  north 
MEIRIONNYDD  in  suitable  breeding  habitat;  2  at  Newborough  Warren,  ANGLESEY  on  17 
July. 

PHEASANT  Phasianus  colchicus  FFESANT 

(D)  A  locally  common  breeding  resident,  widespread  throughout  Wales. 

RED-THROATED  DIVER  Gavia  stellata  TROCHYDD  GYDDFGOCH 

(B)  Winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant,  regularly  recorded  off-shore,  sometimes  in  large 
concentrations.  Rare  inland.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 


Approx,  monthly  totals  for  each  county: 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J  A 

5 

O 

N 

D 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Kenfig  /Sands  /  Sker 

1 

2 

4 

4 

GOWER 

12 

14 

5 

9 

2 

1 

1 

3 

14 

CARMARTHEN 

1 

5 

18 

PEMBROKE 

211 

18 

4 

5 

1  + 

1  + 

9 

21 

25 

91 

CEREDIGION 

3 

1 

3 

1 

1 

22 

MEIRIONNYDD 

10 

1 

1 

Tonfanau 

1 

1  + 

30 

220 

Aberdysynni 

70 

120 

CAERNARFON 

3 

2 

1 

3 

Aberdesach  /Dinas  D. 

5 

13 

4 

Traeth  Lafan 

30 

5 

20 

12 

2 

3 

14 

1 

ANGLESEY 

Range  -  passage 

18 

1 

Point  Lynas  -  passage 

28 

12 

22 

Cemlyn  -  passage 

6 

Penmon  Point 

26 

Traeth  Lligwy 

7 

5 

3 

35 

29 

DENBIGH  Towyn 

10 

20 

FLINT 

5 

CARM.  2005 

3 

3 

3 

2004 

2 

7 

2 

Max  concentrations:  in  PEMBROKE:  1 17  Amroth  on  1 1th  Jan.,  50  at  Goultrop  Roads  on  12th 
Jan.  and  57  past  Strumble  Head  on  8th  Dec;  220  off  Tonfanau,  MEIRIONNYDD  on  the  24lh 
Dec;  ANGLESEY:  52  flew  W  past  Holyhead  BCP  on  8th  Dec.  with  another  37  west  on  the  9th. 
20  passed  Carmel  Head  between  28th  Sept,  and  lsl  Nov.,  max  9  on  7th  Oct.,  101  birds  passed 
west  here  on  9th  December  following  several  days  of  severe  south-westerly  gales. 

Inland  in  MEIRIONNYDD:  on  Llyn  Tanygrisiau  on  9th  Apr.  was  in  partial  summer  plumage, 
and  there  was  one  on  Llyn  Tegid  on  24th  Nov. 

BLACK-THROATED  DIVER  Gavia  arctica  TROCHYDD  GYDDFDDU 

(A)  Winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant,  recorded  in  small  numbers  annually. 

All  records  were  of  singles  unless  stated:  in  GOWER:  at  Tutt  Head  20lh  May  and  at  Blackpill 
on  20th  &  22nd  Dec.;  in  PEMBROKE:  singles  Giltar  /  Caldey  Sound  5th  &  7th  Jan.,  Goultrop 
Rds  6th  -  22nd  Jan  &  27lh  Nov,  with  2  on  20th  Jan  and  one  off  Strumble  Head  on  12th  Sept.;  off 
Aberaeron,  CEREDIGION  on  10th  Feb.;MEIRIONNYDD:  one  inland  on  Llyn  Tegid  on  15th 
Jan  to  the  6th  Feb  with  2  present  on  the  latter  date,  2  off  Tonfanau  (1  flying  south)  on  25th  Nov 
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and  one  south  on  4lh  Dec.;  CAERNARFON:  one  off  Llanfairfechan  Prom  on  29th  Jan.,  one 
passed  Porth  Dinllaen  on  6th  Oct.,  one  off  the  Great  Orme  on  8th  Oct.,  three  flew  south  over 
Mynydd  Mawr,  Uwchmynydd  on  5th  Nov.  and  one  was  fishing  in  Llandudno  Bay  on  14lh  and 
29th  Nov.  ANGLESEY:  three  in  Red  Wharf  Bay  on  15th  Jan.  and  one  at  Llugwy  on  18th  Feb.  A 
single  flew  east  past  Carmel  Head  on  15th  Mar.,  one  in  Holyhead  harbour  on  17th  Mar.,  one  in 
Beddmanarch  Bay  on  28th  Mar.  and  one  flew  north  past  the  Range  on  30th  Apr.  In  the  second 
winter  period  there  was  one  past  Point  Lynas  on  9th  Dec. 

Approximate  monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

8  4  3  1  1  12  8  2 

2004  Additional  records:  at  Penclacwydd,  CARMARTHEN  26th  Jan  and  off  Llanddulas, 
DENBIGH  on  5th  Mar. 

GREAT  NORTHERN  DIVER  Gavia  immer  TROCHYDD  MA  WR 

(B)  Winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant ,  recorded  offshore  in  small  numbers  annually. 


Recorded  from 

1  inland  waters  more  frequently  than  other  diver  species. 

Approx,  monthly  totals  for  each 

county: 

J 

F 

M 

AM  S 

O 

N 

D 

E. GLAMORGAN 

1 

1 

Kenfig  Sands  /  Sker 

1 

1 

Porthcawl 

4 

4 

GOWER 

2 

3 

1 

1 

4 

CARMARTHEN 

1 

1 

3 

PEMBROKE 

8 

1 

2 

2 

10 

8 

18 

CEREDIGION 

1 

3 

MEIRIONNYDD 

1 

CAERNARFON 

elsewhere 

3 

6 

Foryd 

1 

2 

Aberdesach  / 

Dinas  Dinlle 

15 

23 

1 

10 

Pontllyfni 

49 

6 

Traeth  Lafan 

2 

2 

20 

2 

1 

4 

Bardsey 

1 

2+ 

ANGLESEY 

elsewhere 

1 

4 

Holyhead  Bay 

10 

Off  Cemlyn 

1 

1 

Ty’n  Llan 

2 

1 

Point  Lynas 

2 

1 

DENBIGH 

Towyn 

1 

1 

CARMARTHEN 

2005 

1 

3 

2004 

4 

3 

Largest  concentrations  elsewhere  in  PEMBROKE:  4  in  Angle  Bay  on  4th  Dec.,  5  in  Fishguard 
Harbour  on  1 1th  Dec.  and  7  off  Strumble  Head  on  31st  Oct. 

LITTLE  GREBE  Tachybaptus  ruficollis  GWYACH  FACH 

(C)  Rather  uncommon  breeding  resident  on  well  vegetated  lakes,  marshes  and  water  courses; 
scarcer  in  the  land-locked  counties.  Winter  visitor. 

Breeding  records  (not  full  surveys)  received  were:  GWENT:  13  prs.  at  5  sites  (including  4 
prs.  at  Uskmouth  and  6  prs.  at  Llanwern  Steelworks);  E.  GLAMORGAN:  15  prs.  at  10  sites; 
GOWER:  bred  at  5  sites;  CEREDIGION:  bred  at  8  sites;  BRECON:  prs.  at  8  sites;  at  13  sites 


in  RADNOR;  MEIRIONNYDD:  bred  at  1  site;  CAERNARFON:  at  2  sites;  ANGLESEY:  at 
6  sites.  These  are  not  complete  surveys. 


Monthly  maximum  counts,  sites  with  over  10  at  least  once: 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

5 

O 

N 

D 

GWENT  NWR 

10 

4 

11 

14 

10 

16 

26 

56 

60 

49 

15 

9 

Ynysyfro  Res. 

14 

12 

7 

3 

2 

4 

5 

9 

11 

10 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

Llan/Lis  Res 

6 

10 

- 

2 

1 

- 

1 

8 

24 

10 

20 

8 

Ogmore  Est 

13 

14 

9 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

4 

11 

Parc  Taf  Bargoed 

15 

18 

GOWER 

Eglwys  Nunydd  Res. 

10 

9 

6 

2 

2 

3 

5 

4 

9 

14 

Resolven 

10 

7 

5 

4 

5 

7 

PEMBS  Cleddau  Est 

34 

21 

27 

7 

7 

67 

44 

BRECON  Talybont 

18 

14 

20 

30 

29 

12 

10 

MEIRIONNYDD 

Glaslyn  /  Dwyrd 

5 

2 

7 

10 

16 

6 

CAERNARFON 

Traeth  Lavan 

11 

5 

8 

2 

7 

Conwy  RSPB 

10 

20 

11 

ANGLESEY 

Cemlyn 

16 

9 

4 

2 

1 

3 

4 

14 

18 

18 

Llyn  Cefni 

14 

10 

4 

8 

4 

5 

16 

35 

18 

13 

12 

Llyn  Alaw 

10 

9 

5 

8 

GREAT  CRESTED  GREBE  Podiceps  cristatus  GWYACH FAWR  GOPOG 

(C)  Resident  breeding  species  in  all  counties  except  Pembroke,  breeding  on  shallow, 
vegetated  lakes.  Shows  a  more  coastal  distribution  in  winter  and  recorded  on  passage  from 
several  counties. 

Breeding  records  (not  full  surveys)  were:  GWENT:  8  prs.  at  5  sites  (including  3  broods  at 
NWR);  EAST  GLAMORGAN:  9  prs.  at  7  sites,  including  2  at  Cosmeston  where  one  pair  had 
3  broods  and  was  still  feeding  juvs  as  late  as  28th  Dec.;  GOWER:  3  prs.  at  Eglwys  Nunydd 
Res.  and  two  pairs  at  Resolven  Borrow  Pit;  CEREDIGION:  bred  successfully  at  Llyn 
Glandwgan  and  Llyn  Rhosrhydd  and  unsuccessfully  at  Nant-y-Moch  Res;  BRECON:  two 
pairs  at  Beacons  produced  2  (first  brood)  and  a  further  7  juveniles  (second  brood)  but  not  all 
fledged.  Two  pairs  at  Llangorse  raised  3  young,  and  a  single  pair  at  Crai  fledged  one.  Another 


ten  pairs  in  the  county  were  unsuccesful;  two  pairs  in  RADNOR;  MONTGOMERY:  7  prs.  at 
4  sites;  CAERNARFON:  1  pr.  summered;  ANGLESEY:  bred  at  3  sites;  at  2  sites  in  FLINT. 
These  are  not  complete  surveys.  Monthly  counts  from  sites  were: 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

5 

O 

N 

D 

GWENT  Llandegfedd  R 

22 

14 

25 

40 

52 

23 

33 

37 

30 

10 

10 

E.  GLAM.  Cardiff  Bay 

14 

28 

30 

26 

- 

5 

- 

5 

- 

16 

12 

- 

Roath  Park  Lake 

6 

- 

8 

- 

- 

- 

5 

17 

- 

11 

7 

- 

Cosmeston 

4 

3 

13 

4 

6 

6 

2 

6 

3 

- 

6 

5 

KNNR 

9 

4 

3 

4 

2 

1 

2 

5 

6 

6 

11 

8 

GOWER  Eglwys  Nun. R 

87 

96 

87 

80 

51 

34 

36 

34 

25 

49 

86 

112 

Baglan  Bay 

110 

101 

24 

1 

4 

4 

60 

84 

Port  Talbot  Harbour 

28 

59 

52 

3 

59 

2 

Blackpill 

144 

106 

8 

6 

6 

6 

1 

3 

80 

81 

PEMBS  Cleddau  Est 

21 

8 

3 

1 

2 

10 

21 

Llys  y  fran  Res 

8 

6 

5 

6 

BRECON  Llangorse 

12 

12 

28 

20 

MEIRI.  Llyn  Tegid 

14 

8 

10 

7 

2 

1 

7 

7 

CAERN.  Traeth  Lafan 

46 

20 

2 

19 

34 

47 

16 
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At  Cardiff  Foreshore/Heliport  there  were  max  counts  of  14  on  22nd  Apr  and  20  on  7th  May; 
25+  offTowyn,  DENBIGH  on  19th  Feb. 

Breeding  counts  from  BRECON:  Llangorse  7  pairs  may  have  bred,  but  young  were  only  noted 
from  three  of  these,  producing  a  total  of  5  young.  Beacons  Reservoir  5  young  fledging  from  2 
pairs,  three  young  fledged  from  a  pair  at  Usk  Reservoir,  and  two  from  a  pair  at  Pontsticill 
Reservoir.  Elsewhere,  from  five  pairs  summering  at  Talybont,  three  pairs  constructed  nests  but 
all  failed,  as  did  single  pairs  at  Pentwyn,  Crai  and  Cantref. 

RED-NECKED  GREBE  Podiceps  ghsegena  GWYACH  YDDFGOCH 

(A)  Scarce  but  regular  winter  visitor. 

All  records  were  of  singles:  at  Llandegfedd  Res.,  GWENT  13th  Jan.  -  23rd  Feb.  and  again  14th  - 
24th  Apr.;  at  Cardiff  Bay,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  15th  Feb.;  at  Telpyn  Point,  CARMARTHEN  on 
18th  Dec.;  at  Angle  Bay,  PEMBROKE  26th  -  31st  Dec.;  inland  at  Evenjobb.  RADONR  on  7th 
Nov.  (first  County  record);  off  Cemlyn,  ANGLESEY  on  22nd  Jan. 

SLAVONIAN  GREBE  Podiceps  auritus  GWYACH  GORNIOG 


(B)  A  scarce  and  local  winter  visitor, 

chiefly  to  coastal  waters,  occasionally  r 

■ecorded  on 

passage.  Rare  inland. 

Summary  of  multiple  winter  records: 

J 

F 

M  A  ON 

D 

GOWER 

Burry  Inlet 

9 

9 

3  4  11  2 

l 

Port  Talbot  Dock 

1 

CARMARTHEN 

1 

1 

PEMBROKE 

Angle  Bay 

1 

3 

Goultrop  Roads 

1 

CEREDIGION 

Dyfi  Est. 

1 

CAERNARFON  / 

Morfa  Bychan  / 

1 

1 

2 

MEIRIONNYDD 

M.  Harlech  /  Cric 

CAERNARFON 

Traeth  Lafan 

3 

1 

2 

ANGLESEY 

Beddmanarch 

4 

7 

2 

3 

Beaumaris 

1 

6 

Cemlyn 

1 

DENBIGH 

Llanddulas 

1 

2005  CARMARTHEN 

Penclacwydd 

1 

BLACK-NECKED  GREBE  Podiceps  nigricollis 

GWYACH  YDDFDDU 

(A)  Rare  winter  visitor  to  coastal  waters,  occasionally  recorded  on  passage.  A  regular 
visitor  in  small  numbers  only  to  Anglesey  and  Caernarfon.  Has  bred  on  Anglesey  in  the  past. 

All  records  received  were  of  singles  except  where  stated:  the  group  of  3  at  Ynysfro  Res., 
GWENT  December  2005  remained  until  29  Mar.  before  turning  up  at  Lisvane  Res.  E. 
GLAMORGAN  on  2nd  Apr.  Elsewhere  an  immature  at  Kenfig,  E.  GLAMORGAN  2nd  Sept.;  in 
GOWER:  3  at  Whiteford  on  4  Jan.  and  singles  at  Wernffrwd  on  19  Mar.  and  on  Eglwys 
Nunydd  Res.  3rd  -  11th  Sept.;  at  Penclacwydd,  CARMARTHEN  on  15lh  Mar.;  at  Llys  yr  fran 
Res.,  PEMBROKE  Jan.  2nd  -  Apr.  1st;  at  the  William  Condry  Reserve,  MONTGOMERY  on 
20th  Nov;  on  the  Glaslyn  /  Dwyryd,  MEIRIONNYDD  on  17th  Dec.,  presumably  the  same  bird 
was  seen  at  Borth  y  Gest  on  the  12th  &  19th.  Also  in  CAERNARFON:  at  Black  Rock  Sands, 
CAERNARFON  3ld  Mar.  and  2  at  Aber  Ogwen  on  4th  Dec.  One  on  Llyn  Alaw,  ANGLESEY 
3rd  Feb  -  26th  Mar.  but  2  there  1 8th  -  1 9th  Feb. 
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Monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

7  6  8  4  2  13 

Additional  records  from  CARMARTHEN:  in  2005:  at  Ashpits  Pond  6lh  Oct.  -  12th  Nov.  and  at 
Sandy  Water  Park  6th  Nov.  -  12th.  In  2004:  at  Tywi  Est.  27th  Mar. 

FULMAR  Fulmarus  glacialis  ADERYN-DRYCIN  Y  GRAIG 

(C)  A  numerous  species,  breeding  in  all  coastal  counties  except  Gwent.  Frequent  offshore  in 
most  months. 

Counts  of  apparently  occupied  sites  are  as  follows:  E.  GLAMORGAN:  breeding  was  confirmed 
at  Cwm  Nash,  where  there  were  5  ads  and  10  chicks  on  Aug.  8th  and  at  Nash  Point  with  5  ads 
and  at  least  3  chicks  on  the  same  date;  in  GOWER:  pairs  at  Kitchen  Corner,  Pennard  and  at  a 
few  other  sites;  in  PEMBROKE  8  AON  St  Margarets,  84  AON  Caldey,  131  AON  Castle 
Martin  peninsula,  142  AON  Skokholm,  259  AON  Ramsey,  595  AON  Skomer,  where  breeding 
success  0.2;  in  CAERNARFON:  31  birds  were  counted  on  the  ledges  at  the  Great  Orme  and 
there  were  3  pairs  and  4  juveniles  on  the  Little  Orme  on  2nd  Aug.;  on  ANGLESEY:  20  on 
ledges  south  of  Llugwy  on  18th  Feb.,  17  were  counted  on  the  ledges  on  Puffin  Island  on  28th 
June,  one  was  inspecting  the  cliff  face  at  Holyhead  BCP  on  22nd  May,  3  pairs  on  cliffs  below 
Holyhead  mountain  on  23'd  May  and  7  pairs  at  Porth  Wen  on  21st  May. 

CAERNARFON:  some  unusually  large  passages  past  Bardsey  in  May,  max  83  on  the  19th  and 
192  on  the  22nd. 

CORY’S  SHEARWATER  Calonectris  diomedea  ADERYN-DRYCIN  CORY 

(A)  A  scarce  passage  species  occasionally  seen  inshore  Welsh  waters  in  summer. 

The  only  accepted  record  was  of  single  of  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE  on  9th  Aug. 

GREAT  SHEARWATER  Pufftnus  gravis  ADERYN  DRYCIN  MA  WR 

(A)  A  scarce  passage  species  occasionally  seen  inshore  Welsh  waters  in  summer. 

All  records  were  from  PEMBROKE,  where:  one  off  Strumble  Head  on  26lh  Aug.,  2  there  28th 
Aug.  and  2  c  1 0  miles  N  of  Smalls  8th  Sept. 
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SOOTY  SHEARWATER  Puffums  griseus  ADERYN-DRYCIN DU 

(B)  A  fairly  common  passage  migrant  to  western  coastal  areas,  principally  in  the  period  late 
August  to  early  October. 

Monthly  totals  were: 


PEMBROKE 


Strumble  Plead 

Grassholm 

Skokholm 


June 


July 


Aug 

34 


Sept 

19 


Oct 

3 


Nov 


Dec 

1 


Smalls 

CAERNARFON  Bardsey 
ANGLESEY  Trwyn  yr  Wylfa 

Point  Lynas 
Cemlyn 


3 

1 

1 

1 


2 

4  1 

2 

1 


MANX  SHEARWATER  Puffums  puffums  ADERYN-DRYCIN  MANA  W 

(C)  Breeding  on  Pembrokeshire  islands  and  also  in  Caernarfon.  Large  feeding  movements 
and  autumn  passage  are  regular  off  western  coasts  and  even  well  up  into  the  Bristol  Channel. 
Wales  -  Amber  listed. 


Breeding  records:  Two  birds  ringed  at  Bardsey  in  1999  found  at  Skomer,  PEMBROKE  in  2005 
&  2006;  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON:  1st  record  was  on  13th  Mar.  Breeding  birds  appeared  to 
have  had  another  good  season,  with  a  productivity  from  50  sample  burrows  of  0.74.  There  were 
5,000  seen  rafting  offshore  off  Bardsey  on  10th  July  and  8,000  on  19th  Aug.  Two  off  Bardsey  on 
4  Dec.  with  another  on  the  5  were  the  latest  ever  records  for  the  island. 


Monthly  max  counts  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct 

Bardsey  190  70  4500  1500  5000  8000  1604  10 

Winter  records  included:  a  tide-line  corpse  discovered  at  Newton  Beach,  EAST 
GLAMORGAN  during  the  Beached  Bird  Survey  on  Feb.  27th;  singles  off  Strumble  Head, 
PEMBROKE  on  Jan.  7th,  Feb.  12th  and  2  on  Jan.  8th. 

Large  counts  elsewhere  included:  off  E.  GLAMORGAN:  500+  at  Lavernock  Point  on  9  July. 
Porthcawl:  May  max  51  on  18th,  50  on  19th,  120  on  20th,  55  on  21st  and  c300  on  2.4th;  4,000  off 
Rhossili  Bay,  GOWER  on  17th  June  and  2,000  there  on  22nd  July;  3,000  off  Cefn  Sidan. 
CARMARTHEN  on  9th  Aug.;  in  CEREDIGION:  high  numbers  feeding  off  Borth  in  summer; 
12,000  estimated  on  22nd  July  and  2,070  past  Aberystwyth  in  1  hr  same  day.  Also  feeding  raft 
of  ca  10,000  off  New  Quay  on  16th  July;  MEIRIONNYDD:  large  counts  off  the  Dyfi  mouth  in 
July  with  a  max  of  2,000-3,000  on  14th  and  the  22nd  and  4,000  in  4  big  rafts  on  the  26th. 
ANGLESEY:  8,385  off  The  Range  in  4  hours  on  10th  Aug.,  1,500  past  Wylfa  Head  in  3%  hours 
on  12th  Aug.  and  3000  in  33A  hours  on  2nd  Sept. 

MEDITERRANEAN  SHEARWATER  Puffums  mauretanicus 

ADER  YN-DR  YCIN  MOR  Y  CANOLDIR 


(C)  A  fairly  common  passage  migrant  to  western  coastal  areas ,  principally  in  the  period  late 
August  to  early  October. 

Monthly  summary  of  autumn  passage: 


July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GOWER 

Port  Eynon 

1 

CARMARTHEN 

Cefn  Sidan 

1 

PEMBROKE 

Strumble  Head 

95 

431 

359 

3 

1 

Ramsey 

12 

Elsewhere 

7 

4 
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Nov. 


Dec. 


CEREDIGON 


MEIRIONNYDD 

CAERNARFON 


ANGLESEY 


July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

New  Quay 

3+ 

46+ 

33+ 

Mwnt 

10-15 

Borth  /  Dyfi 

12+ 

Aberearon 

19 

Elsewhere 

2 

1 

Morfa  Harlech 

1 

Porth  Ysgaden 

22 

Trwyn  Cilan 

4 

Little  Orme 

1 

Braich  Anelog 

26 

Porth  Dinllaen 

4 

Uwchmynydd 

1 

4 

Bardsey 

1 

295 

Point  Lynas 

8 

6 

39 

Wylfa 

26 

4 

4 

Carmel  Head 

1 

The  Range 

5 

Bull  Bay 

3 

Holyhead  BCP 

1 

Traeth  Lligwy 

One  off  Aberaeron,  CEREDIGION.  1 1th  Apr. 

Large  counts  included:  off  Strumble  Head,  max  93  on  7lh  Oct.  (new  largest  day  total  for 
PEMBROKE).  Unprecedented  numbers  recorded  in  CEREDIGION:  one  in  spring  off 
Aberaeron  on  1 1th  Apr.  Then  seen  offshore  from  1st  Aug.  to  31sl  Oct.,  highest  counts  were  46 
past  New  Quay  on  18th  Sept,  and  15-20  feeding  off  Mwnt  on  7th  Oct.  One  was  observed  flying 
up  the  Dyfi  Est.  at  Ynyshir  on  10th  Sept.  26  off  Point  Lynas  on  3ul  Oct.  Bardsey  had  its  best 
ever  year  for  this  species,  with  record  movements  in  September  including  26  on  the  21st,  25  on 
the  27th  and  a  remarkable  132  birds  on  the  28lh,  with  51  on  the  29lh  and  30  still  present  on  the 
30th  and  31  on  3ld  Oct.  The  previous  best  count  for  the  island  was  35  in  1999.  21  past  Braich 
Anelog  in  2  hours  on  3,d  Oct. 

It  is  debateable  whether  these  large  counts  were  of  birds  moving  past  the  various  headlands,  or 
as  reported  in  CEREDIGION,  of  groups  of  birds  “blogging”  around,  being  repetitively  counted. 


Additional  record  for  2005:  2  were  off  Sker  Point,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  10lh  Sept. 


STORM  PETREL  Hydrobates pelagicus  PEDRYN DRYC1N 

(C)  Breeds  regularly  on  several  island  sites  off  the  west  coast,  mainly  in  very  small  colonies. 
Skokholm  holds  the  only  population  over  1,000  pairs.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 

Breeding  information:  the  earliest  record  was  a  bird  calling  from  the  colony  on  Bardsey 
CAERNARFON  a  complete  census  of  the  nesting  sites  here  was  not  undertaken  this  year,  but 
random  voice  playback  and  ad-hoc  checking  of  known  nest  sites  produced  at  least  55  responses 
from  adults  and  one  damaged  deserted  egg.  Although  this  figure  is  24  responses  fewer  than  last 
year,  it  should  not  be  used  as  a  definitive  number  of  responses.  A  total  of  77  birds  were  trapped 
on  Bardsey  between  June  and  August.  Three  were  attracted  to  the  Lighthouse  on  Aug.  1st  with  a 
single  on  the  24th  and  two  the  following  day.  In  September  singles  were  attracted  to  the 
Lighthouse  on  four  dates  during  the  first  ten  days  of  the  month,  with  singles  seen  on  the  sea  on 
26th  and  27th. 
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Monthly  summary  of  sightings  (also  seen  from  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE): 


May 

June  July 

Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

GWENT 

1 

16 

2 

E.  GLAM. 

Porthcawl 

91 

6  23 

1  2 

Elsewhere 

3 

4  23 

1 

GOWER 

Port  Eynon 

8 

34 

1 

Tutt  Head 

18 

21 

Elsewhere 

1 

CARMARTHEN 

2 

CEREDIGION 

7 

1  2 

CAERN. 

Porth  Ysgaden 

17 

ANGLE. 

Point  Lynas 

8 

Wylfa 

1 1 

Cemlyn 

7 

.  4 

Off  Skerries  /  Holyhead 

5 

1 

Elsewhere 

3 

FLINT 

Point  of  Air 

2 

First  recorded  ashore  Skokholm  5th 

May  and  8th  May  on 

Skomer,  where  birds  ringed  in  Co. 

Waterford,  Ireland, 

in  1996,  Portland  Bill 

in  2005  and  Calf  of  Man  in  2001  &  2005,  controlled 

in  2006.  Widely  seen  in  variable  quantity  in  offshore  waters  during  the  summer,  the  max 
gathering  recorded  being  c200  in  the  Celtic  Deep  area  on  2nd  June,  feeding  behind  a  trawler. 

In  E.  GLAMORGAN:  following  strong  westerlies  between  18th  and  26th  May.  During  this 
period  several  observers  recorded  Storm-petrels  offshore  at  Porthcawl  -  some  of  which  no 
doubt  refer  to  the  same  birds.  The  maximum  single  counts  only  at  Porthcawl  are  published:  19 
on  18th,  41  on  19th,  15  on  20th,  9  on  21st.  In  July,  23  were  at  Porthcawl  on  8th  and  20+  at 
Lavernock  Point  on  the  9th. 

CAERNARFON:  The  earliest  record  was  three  past  Bardsey  on  22nd  May,  the  last  record  was 
one  attracted  to  the  Bardsey  lighthouse  on  the  night  of  24th  /25th  Nov. 


LEACH’S  PETREL  Oceanodroma  leucorhoa  PEDRYN  GYNFFON-FFORCHOG 


(B)  A  scarce  autumn  visitor,  commonest  off  the  north  Wales  coast. 


A  breakdown  of  spring  &  autumn  passage: 

May  Aug 

E.  GLAMORGAN  1 

PEMB.  Strumble  Head  1 

ANGLE 


Sept 

4 


Oct 

3 

1 


Holyhead  Breakwater 
FLINT  Point  of  Air 


3 

11 


There  was  a  marked  “wreck”  inshore  during  onshore  gales  in  December,  which  has  been 
described  as  probably  the  largest  of  its  kind  in  the  SW  of  Britain  since  1989.  A  summary  of 
records,  by  date: 


3rd 

4th 

5th 

6th 

'jth 

8th 

GWENT  elsewhere 

5 

2 

Goldcliff 

6 

14 

26 

4 

P/W  Sliuce  Fm 

4 

6 

2 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

1 

2 

1 

16 

7 

Cardiff  Foreshore 

- 

12 

0 

31 

1 

3 

Lavernock  Point 

- 

- 

1 

- 

8 

i 

Ogmore-by-Sea 

- 

3 

- 

5 

4 

- 

Porthcawl 

14 

93 

56 

18 

42a.  m.+ 

- 

65p.m. 

Kenfig  Sands 

- 

27 

22 

10 

- 

- 

Kenfig  Pool 

- 

- 

1 

- 

80 

12+ 

GOWER  Eg.  Nunydd 

4 

28 

Port  Eynon  Point 

9 

Margam  Moors 

5 

Tutt  Head 

12+ 
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3rd 

4th 

5th 

6th 

yth 

Salthouse  Point 

14 

Loughor  Bridge 

9 

CARM.  Elsewhere 

11 

3 

Burry  Port 

3 

2 

60 

20 

Penclacwydd 

4 

2 

5 

Machynys 

17 

PEMB.  Elsewhere 

1 

1 

St.  Bride’s  Bay 

7 

3 

22 

Strumble  Head 

14 

Freshwater  West 

150 

37 

CERE.  Various 

MEIRI.  Tonfanau 

3 

10 

CAERN. 

1 

1 

Criccieth  /  BorthyGest 

24 

1 

2 

62 

Llanfairfechan 

35 

Bardsey 

1 

1 

ANGLE 

1 

Trearddur  B. 

12 

15 

FLINT  Point  of  Air 

34 


9Ch  JQlh 


4 


1 

8 


12th 


2 


15lh 


9 


GANNET  Sula  bassanus  HUGAN 

(D)  A  common  bird  offshore  throughout  the  year,  most  plentiful  during  the  extended  breeding 
season,  March  —  October.  One  major  breeding  colony  on  Grassholm,  Pembrokeshire.  Wales  - 
Amber  listed. 

A  sample  of  500  nests  at  Grassholm,  PEMBROKER  produced  an  average  breeding 
productivity  of  79  %. 


CORMORANT  Plialacrocorax  carbo  MULFRAN 

(C)  Breeding  resident  in  coastal  counties  from  Gwent  to  Anglesey.  Frequently  seen  offshore  in 
other  counties.  A  regular  visitor  to  inland  freshwciters,  mainly  between  late  summer  and  early 
spring.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 

Breeding  counts  were:  in  PEMBROKE:  129  nests  St  Margaret’s  in  May,  10  nests  Skomer;  in 
CEREDIGION:  6n  Wallog,  12n  New  Quay  Head,  1-2  at  Dolyfran,  near  Llangrannog;  in 
CAERNARFON:  43  nests  on  the  Great  Orme  and  372  on  the  Little  Orme,  a  considerable 
increase  at  both  sites.  One  pair  probably  bred  on  Bardsey  and  there  were  two  nests  on  Ynys 
Gwylan  Fawr  with  4  young  birds  seen,  giving  a  productivity  figure  of  2.00,  while  on  Ynys 
Gwylan  Bach  37  pairs  fledged  82  young,  giving  a  productivity  of  2.22.  The  total  number  of  pairs 
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for  both  islands  was  down  by  38.1%  on  last  year.  On  ANGLESEY:  on  Puffin  Island  a  total  of 
730  apparently  occupied  nests  were  counted  on  the  cliffs  on  June  8  ,  95  birds  on  Middle  Mouse 
on  June  30th,  including  40  apparently  occupied  nests. 


Systematic  counts  from  the  main  estuarine  and  inland  sites  are  tabulated  as  available: 


j 

F 

M 

A  M 

j 

j 

A 

5 

o 

N 

D 

GWENT 

Llandeg. 

14 

20 

14 

9  15 

8 

13 

31 

52 

24 

20 

5 

Ynysyfro 

27 

19 

2 

1 

3 

2 

7 

13 

26 

GLAM. 

Cardiff  Bay 

- 

44 

- 

J 

12 

- 

58 

- 

50 

32 

19 

Llwyn-on  Res 

14 

5 

30 

10  2 

1 

- 

1 

1 

2 

7 

10 

Ogmore  Est 

12 

9 

3 

4 

5 

3 

2 

10 

15 

13 

12 

GOWER 

Whiteford 

68 

32 

25 

25  21 

31 

48 

84 

81 

68 

80 

49 

Port  T.  Dk 

54 

32 

21 

18  9 

25 

28 

32 

61 

45 

43 

24 

Queen’s  Dk 

68 

63 

71 

41  5 

23 

29 

51 

54 

71 

65 

63 

Eglwys  Nun 

17 

15 

18 

11  1 

1 

18 

19 

12 

42 

59 

Blue  Pool  B 

37 

37 

31 

69 

69 

67 

37 

CARM 

U.  Loughor 

6 

5 

2 

4  21 

16 

23 

25 

24 

11 

42 

11 

Penclac. 

18 

25 

9  3 

6 

1 

10 

10 

10 

18 

19 

PEMB. 

Cleddau 

12 

18 

16 

45 

28 

28 

23 

BRECON 

Llangorse 

56 

49 

40 

12  1 

11 

17 

20 

47 

24 

Talybont 

22 

6 

2 

3 

1 

21 

21 

14 

11 

4 

8 

MEIR1 

Artro 

2 

14 

18 

9  1 

2 

0 

- 

1 

22 

8 

0 

Glaslyn/Dwy. 

1 

0 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

77 

15 

7 

4 

Mawddach 

0 

- 

11 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

7 

8 

8 

Llyn  Tegid 

10 

6 

7 

8 

- 

- 

- 

9 

34 

6 

7 

CAERN 

Foryd  Bay 

11 

12 

11 

9  8 

9 

8 

20 

9 

11 

8 

4 

T.  Lafan 

2 

25 

56 

44 

26 

17 

Bardsey 

16 

9  16 

12 

12 

23 

26 

17 

ANGLE 

L.  Alaw 

21 

24 

28 

33 

FLINT 

Rhuddlan 

45 

14 

68 

107  80 

31 

48 

41 

104 

162 

111 

116 

CARM. 

2005  TTG 

21 

25 

43 

191 

85 

77 

48 

2004  TTG 

70 

41 

23 

93 

59 

30 

53 

Large  counts 

elsewhere 

included 

:  110  at 

Denny 

Island, 

GWENT  on 

18th 

June; 

MEIRIONNYDD: 

140  at  Harlech  Point  on  18th 

July  with  200  here 

on  15th 

Aug.  &  281  on  11th 

Sept.,  and  79  on  a  sandbank  at  Broadwater  on  17  Sept.;  ANGLESEY  136  at  Penmon  Point  on 
1st  Aug.,  133  here  on  the  3rd,  182  on  the  5th  &  99  on  7th  Sept.;  FLINT:  400  POA  on  13th  Jan., 
200  at  Gronant  on  8th  Aug.  100+  Rhyl  harbour,  DENBIGH  on  25th  Aug  and  1 17  at  Colwyn  Bay 
cliffs  on  16th  Sept. 


CAERNARFON:  a  total  of  29  nests  were  counted  at  the  Great  Onne  and  344  at  the  Little 
Orme.  ANGLESEY:  491  were  counted  on  the  cliffs  on  Puffin  Island  on  28th  June,  with  35  at 
the  South  Stack  colony  on  1st  July  and  20  at  Ynys  Padrig  on  the  same  date. 


Records  of  birds  showing  characteristics  of  the  sub  species  P.c. sinensis,  singles  unless  stated: 
E.  GLAMORGAN:  at  Cosmeston  on  8lh  Jan  and  2  were  at  the  same  site  on  18th  Feb,  at  Cardiff 
Bay  barrage  on  5lh  Feb,  at  Llwyn-on  Res  on  20lh  Mar.  and  still  present  on  3  V\  2  at  Nantyffyllon 
-  Maesteg  on  27th  Mar.  and  off  Cardiff  Heliport  on  11th  Apr;  2  on  Llyn  Tegid, 
MEIRIONNYDD  on  19th  Mar;  at  Llyn  Cefni,  ANGLESEY  on  19th  Feb. 
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SHAG  Phalacrocorax  aristotelis  MULFRAN  WERDD 

(C)  A  regular  breeding  species  on  rocky  coasts  from  Gower  northwards  to  Anglesey. 

Breeding  information  received  as  follows:  in  PEMBROKE:  4  pairs  nested  at  Skomer,  12  at  St 
Margaret’s,  9  Caldey,  5  Ramsey,  8  Bishops  and  Clerks,  a  new  high  of  50  Middleholm  and  10 
Castle  Martin  peninsula;  in  CEREDIGION:  lOn  at  New  Quay  Head  and  6  at  Penmoelciliau; 
CAERNARFON:  One  pair  nested  on  the  Great  Orme.  A  minimum  of  42  pairs  built  nests  on 
Bardsey,  laying  a  minimum  of  233  eggs.  31  nests  were  successful  and  at  least  109  young  were 
fledged,  giving  a  productivity  for  the  whole  island  of  2.59.  The  monthly  max.  seen  on  the 
island  included  60  in  June  &  July  and  200  in  August.  On  Ynysoedd  Gwylan  there  was  a 
minimum  of  131  nests,  94  on  Ynys  Gwylan  Fawr  (which  produced  205  young  giving  a 
productivity  figure  of  2.18)  and  a  further  37  nests  on  Ynys  Gwylan  Bach  (which  produced  80 
young  giving  a  productivity  figure  of  2.16).  On  Puffin  Island,  ANGLESEY  a  total  of  121 
apparently  occupied  nests  were  counted  on  the  cliffs  on  June  28th. 

A  nestling  ringed  at  Puffin  Island,  Anglesey,  on  24th  June  was  recovered  at  Fishguard  on  21M 
Nov. 

Large  counts  include:  in  MEIRIONNYDD:  70  at  the  Dyfi  estuary  on  2nd  Jan. ,  the  Dyfi  held  92 
on  the  18th  Jan  and  93  on  the  1st  Dec.  and  50  were  off  Tonfanau  on  8th  and  25lh  Nov.  On 
Bardsey,  CAERNARFON: 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  Ma  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 
Bardsey  12  28  50  25  180  46  33  37 

ANGLESEY:  271  fishing  in  the  sound  between  the  island  and  Penmon  Point  on  20  Nov.  100 
passed  Point  Lynas  on  30th  Aug. 

BITTERN  Botaurus  stellaris  ADERYN  Y BWN 

(A)  Scarce  but  regular  winter  visitor  chiefly  to  Anglesey,  Ceredigion,  Carmarthen, 
Glamorgan  and  Pembroke.  Wales  -  Red  listed. 

All  records  were  of  singles  unless  stated:  in  GWENT:  at  Uskmouth  4th  Jan.  -  23ld  Feb.  and  4lh 
Nov.;  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  at  least  2  Kenfig  Pool  between  1st  Jan.  and  31st  Mar.,  a  single  at 
Cosmeston  between  5th  Jan.  and  20th  Mar.  In  the  second  winter  period  at  Kenfig  Pool  between 
3,d  Oct.  and  8th  Dec.,  max  2  on  7th  Dec.,  and  1  at  Cosmeston  on  2nd  Dec.;  in  GOWER:  at 
Margam  Burrows  on  11th  Mar.  &  20th  Dec.  and  at  Oxwich  on  20th  Nov.;  at  Penclacwydd, 
CARMARTHEN:  2  on  15th  Jan,  the  a  single  on  15th  Feb.  &  15lh  Mar.,  one  from  8th  Nov. 
onwards,  but  2  on  15th  Nov.  &  15th  Dec.,  one  also  at  Coed  Bach  on  18lh  &  19lh  Feb.;  one 
Trefeiddan,  PEMBROKE  in  January;  2  at  Cors  Caron,  CEREDIGION  on  4th  Feb.;  in 
BRECON:  a  bird  that  flew  across  the  Wye  at  Ffordd  Fawr  on  7lh  Jan.  may  have  been  a  different 
bird  to  the  one  that  was  seen  regularly  at  Llangorse  during  the  2005-06  winter.  Records  of  the 
Llangorse  bird  were  from  8th  Jan.  -  19th  Mar.  In  the  autumn,  a  bird  was  seen  at  Llangorse  on 
16lh  -  17th  Sept.,  20th  Oct.  until  the  end  of  the  year;  at  Glasbury,  RADNOR  2nd  -  1 1th  Jan.;  at 
Llyn  Maelog,  ANGLESEY  on  5th  Jan. 

Monthly  totals  were: 

J  F  M  S  O  N  D 

10  9  6  12  6  7 

Additional  records  from  CARMARTHEN:  in  2005:  at  Penclacwydd  1st  Jan.  -  17th  Feb.,  13th 
Nov.  -  27th,  2  on  4th  Dec.,  at  Ashpits  Pond  in  November  and  one  found  dead  at  Gelliglyd, 
Pontantwn  in  February.  In  2004:  at  Penclacwydd  on  28th  &  3  lsl  Dec. 
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CREYR  YNOS 


NIGHT  HERON  Nvcticorax  nycticorax 
(A)  Rare  visitor. 

Three  accepted  records  in  PEMBROKE,  all  probably  relating  to  the  same  adult  at  Dreen  Hill 
end  March,  Upper  Swanswell,  Broad  Haven  (N),  20th  Mar.  and  at  Esso  21st  Mar. 


LITTLE  EGRET  Egretta  garzetta  CREYR  BACH 

(B)  Now  a  fairly  common  autumn  migrant  and  winter  visitor.  Breeds  in  south  and  north 
Wales.  Increasing  occurrences,  particularly  in  south  Wales,  with  a  distinct  influx  in  autumn. 
Wales  -  Amber  listed. 


A  summary  of  individuals  for  some  specific  sites  (with  5+  or  inland)  in  each  month  is 
tabulated  below: 
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29 

97 
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107 

including  Ogmore  Est,  Ogmore  Castle  and  the  Watermill.  Also  reported  from  William  Condry 
Reserve,  Dyfi,  MONTGOMERY. 

Breeding  records  included:  in  GOWER:  12  occupied  nests  with  5-7y  at  one  site  and  14 
occupied  nests  with  7y  at  another;  4  pairs,  reared  1 1  y  at  Ynyshir,  CEREDIGION;  in 
CAERNARFON:  six  pairs  bred  at  a  site  in  the  Bangor  area,  and  one  pair  fledged  two  young  at 
a  site  in  the  Conwy  area. 

GREAT  WHITE  EGRET  Ardea  alba  CREYR  MA  WR  GWYN 

(A)  A  vagrant. 

Two  accepted  records  of  singles  at:  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  flying  south  on  26th  July,  the 
other  passing  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE  on  4th  Sept. 


HERON  Ardea  cinerea  CREYR  GLAS 

(C)  Resident  breeding  species  occurring  widely  around  estuaries,  lakes  and  inland 
watercourses;  although  the  population  is  increasing  in  some  counties,  overall  in  Wales,  it 
appears  to  be  stable. 

Colony  counts  were  received  as  follows:  GWENT:  cl 00  nests  at  9  sites,  including  Risca  (15), 
Llandegfedd  (16-19),  Piercefield  (23),  Whitson  (15-20),  Pant-y-Goytre  (21)  and  Llangybi  (8); 
E.  GLAMORGAN:  27  nests  at  Coed  Llwyn  Rhyddid  -  Hensol,  3  nests  at  Garwnant/end  of 
Llwyn-on  Res,  31  nests  at  Maendy  and  10  nests  at  Merthyr  Vale/Aberfan.  During  this  period 
there  were  also  10  occupied  nests  at  Blaencanaid,  although  the  remains  of  6ad  were  found  on 
the  forest  Poor  there  on  21st  Mar.,  suspected  of  having  been  shot.  There  were  3  nests  at  Merthyr 
Mawr  on  May  8th  and  a  pair  bred  at  Nantyffyllon  -  Maesteg  but  the  nest  was  not  found; 
GOWER:  total  of  51  nests  at  10  sites;  CARMARTHEN:  1 10  at  12  sites;  PEMBROKE:  7  pairs 
bred  Felindre  Farchog,  13  nests  Upton;  CEREDIGION:  93  at  13  sites;  in  BRECON  occupied 
sites  were  Ashford  (31),  Penwem  (17),  Cefn  Rhosan  (13),  Wern  Iago  (14-16);  24  nests  at  2 
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colonies  in  RADNOR;  MONTGOMERY  in  8  colonies;  CAERNARFON;  the  largest  heronry 
was  at  Coed  Benarth,  Conwy,  where  25  nests  were  counted;  ANGLESEY:  bred  at  The  Firs, 
Tregele  with  4  large  juveniles  seen  in  two  nests,  and  7  nests  at  Llanidan.  A  young  bird  was  seen 
to  take  3  “Commie”  Tern  chicks  from  the  main  island  at  Cemlyn  on  25lh  June. 


Monthly  counts  from  selected  sites: 
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PURPLE  HERON 

Ardea  purpi 
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CREYR  PORFFOR 

(A)  Very  rare  visitor 

12th  Apr.  - 

12th  May,  at 

All  records  were  from  PEMBROKE  at  Knapp’s  Farm,  Martletwy 

on 

Orielton  24th  -  26th  Apr.  and  at  Bosherston  on  29th  Apr. 

WHITE  STORK  Ciconia  ciconia  CICONIA  GWYN 

(A)  Unusual  visitor,  records  often  relating  to  escaped  individuals. 

There  was  one  at  Conwy  RSPB,  CAERNARFON  on  20th  Apr.  and  on  the  Conwy  estuary  on 
the  22nd  which  then  moved  south  across  Wales,  being  seen  by  the  River  Tawe  at 
Ystradgynlais,  BRECON  on  the  23rd  then  at  Pontardowe,  GOWER  on  the  24th. 

Additional  record  2005:  at  Llansteffan,  CARMARTHEN  on  26th  Mar. 

SPOONBILL  Platalea  leucorodia  LL  WYBIG 

(A)  A  uncommon  visitor  to  Wales,  recorded  mainly  from  estuaries  and  coastal  lagoons  and 
occasionally  over-wintering  and  summering. 

All  records  were:  in  GWENT:  up  to  3  at  Goldcliff  2nd  May  —  13th  June  (up  to  5  individuals 
involved);  2  at  Neath  Saltmarshes,  GOWER  on  2nd  June;  in  CARMARTHEN:  3  at 
Penclacwydd  5th  -  15th  May  and  one  on  the  Gwendraeth  on  2nd  Dec.;  a  1st  winter  bird  at  Foryd, 
CAERNARFON  from  19th  Nov.  until  the  end  of  the  year. 

Additional  records  from  CARMARTHEN:  in  2005:  at  Penclacwydd,  2  from  1st  Jan.  until  31  ' 
July,  three  there  14th  &  29th  Mar.and  five  1 8th  Sept.  -  25th.  One  at  Kidweli  on  3  Pl  Dec. 

In  2004:  2  at  Penclacwydd  4th  jan.,  3  on  17th,  4  on  18th  &  27th  and  19lh  Feb.,  then  3  until  2nd 
May.  A  single  2nd  Sept.  -  13th  Nov.,  then  2  until  22nd  Dec.  Elsewhere  4  at  Carreg-fach  on  3,d 
Apr.  and  one  at  Morfa  Bacas  on  15th  Apr. 

ROUGH-LEGGED  BUZZARD  Buteo  lagopus  BOD  BACSIOG 

(A)  Scarce  winter  visitor  to  the  UK,  breeds  in  Fennoscandia. 

The  1998  Gwent  record  at  Garnlydan  Res.  on  9th  Oct.  has  been  reviewed  and  is  now  deemed 
NOT  PROVEN. 
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HONEY  BUZZARD  Pernis  apivorus  BOD  Y  MEL 

(B)  First  confirmed  breeding  in  1992,  now  breeds  in  small  numbers.  Formerly  a  rare  summer 
visitor,  numbers  have  increased  throughout  the  1980’s  and  it  is  now  recorded  annually.  Wales 
-  Amber  listed. 

No  information  received  about  the  Welsh  breeding  population.  All  records  were  of  single 
migrants:  at  Treowen,  GWENT  14,h  June;  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  at  Parc  Slip  -  Tondu  on  4th 
May,  at  Lavernock  Point  on  25lh  May,  another  was  at  Caerau  on  21st  Aug.,  and  a  dark  phase 
juv.  was  over  Kenfig  Pool  on  3rd  Oct.;  one  Bettisfield  Moss,  FLINT  in  June. 

Additonal  record  2005:  at  Cynghordy,  CARMARTEIEN  26th  Aug. 

RED  KITE  Milvus  milvus  BARCUD  COCH 

(C)  Formerly  widespread,  but  almost  eradicated  between  the  late  1 8th  and  earlv  20th 
centuries.  Now  an  increasing  resident  breeder  in  Wales.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 

It  is  clear  that  whilst  the  cold  weather  experienced  throughout  Wales  in  March  and  early  April 
early  spring  may  have  hampered  the  activities  of  nest-watchers  and  delayed  the  onset  of  nesting 
in  many  pairs  it  still  wasn  t  bad  enough  to  have  slowed  down  the  continued  growth  in  the 
breeding  population  or  the  expansion  of  range.  New  pairs,  as  well  as  cropping  up  throughout 
the  core  area,  were  also  located  in  the  old  vice  counties  of  Monmouthshire  (2),  Denbighshire, 
East  Glamorgan  and  there  was  even  a  Welsh  bird  in  residence,  and  possibly  nesting,  on 
Exmoor. 

During  the  year  volunteers  checked  over  564  recently  occupied  Red  Kite  nesting  sites  and 
identified  over  437  occupied  territories  -  an  increase  of  54  on  2005.  Whilst  some  of  this 
increase  arose  through  better  levels  of  monitoring  in  certain  areas,  it  is  clear  that  the  population 
is  maintaining  an  annual  mean  growth  rate  of  between  10  -  20%. 

In  the  437  occupied  territories  identified  389  nests  were  found  and  at  least  361  of  these  pairs 
laid  eggs.  The  2006  distribution  of  known  territorial  pairs  (nest-building  pairs  in  brackets)  by 
Watsonian  Vice  County  was  as  follows;  Cardiganshire  162  (147),  Radnorshire  84  (73), 
Carmarthenshire  72  (67),  Breconshire  52  (48),  Montgomeryshire  29  (24),  West  Glamorgan  14 
(14),  Pembrokeshire  7  (5),  Meirionnydd  5  (2),  Caernarfonshire  4  (3),  Monmouthshire  2  (2), 
East  Glamorgan  1  (1)  and  Denbighshire  1  (1).  For  the  first  time  Radnorshire  has  beaten 
Carmarthenshire  into  second  place  in  these  totals  lists,  although  it  is  fair  to  say  that  the 
Carmarthenshire  population  is  under-recorded.  The  growth  of  the  population  in  Radnorshire,  in 
no  small  part  due  to  the  Gigrin  Farm  feeding  station,  has  been  staggering  and  shows  no  sign  of 
letting  up.  The  core  area  for  kites  has  moved  well  to  the  east,  over  towards  Offa’s  Dyke  with  a 
small  number  ot  pairs  already  settled  over  the  border  into  England.  It  is  almost  certain  that 
there  will  be  a  rapid  growth  in  the  number  of  pairs  nesting  in  the  English  border  counties  over 
the  next  few  years.  The  apparent  drop  in  numbers  in  Meirionnydd  was  due  to  reduced 
monitoring  rather  than  any  real  decline  there. 

The  breeding  status  or  final  outcome  of  68  of  the  territorial  pairs  identified  was  uncertain  but  at 
the  369  pairs  where  the  final  outcome  was  known  at  least  365  pairs  (98.9%)  built  nests  and  a 
minimum  of  346  pairs  (93.8%)  laid  eggs.  A  minimum  of  237  pairs  (64.4%)  were  known  to 
have  hatched  at  least  334  young  and  at  least  219  (59.5%)  of  these  pairs  went  on  to  successfully 
rear  a  minimum  of  309  chicks  (1.41  chicks/  successful  pair,  0.86  chicks/egg-laying  pair). 
Because  ot  the  wet  weather  and  the  consequent  lack  of  opportunity  to  make  nest  visits  there 
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were  a  larger  than  normal  number  of  nests  where  it  is  not  known  whether  chicks  were  hatched 
or  not. 

Observed  brood  sizes  were  132  x  1,  84  x  2  and  3x3  chicks  (1.41  chicks/successful  nest).  The 
0.16  difference  in  this  figure  to  the  equivalent  figure  of  1.57  chicks/successful  pair  last  year 
doesn’t  sound  much  but  it  equates  to  some  50  fewer  young  produced  from  the  309  successful 
nests  monitored.  This  data  includes  a  proportion  of  nests  that  possibly  contained  more  chicks 
than  the  number  reported  (lying  flat,  therefore  not  visible  in  the  bottom  of  the  nest).  For  those 
nests  that  were  climbed  for  ringing,  i.e.  where  the  brood  size  is  known  for  certain,  there  were 
86  x  1,  53  x  2  and  3x3  chicks  (1.52  chicks/successful  nest).  This  figure  is  identical  to  last  year. 

MARSH  HARRIER  Circus  aeruginosus  BOD  Y  GWERNI 

(B)  An  increasing  passage  migrant ,  occasionally  overwinters.  Only  sexed  records  are 
included. 

A  male  wintered  on  ANGLESEY,  being  seen  at  Llyn  Dinam  on  1st  Feb.  and  22nd  Mar.  A  pair 
also  wintered  on  the  Dyfi,  CEREDIGION  /  MONTGOMERY  /  MEIRIONNYDD. 

Records  of  males  in  spring:  2nd  y  bird  at  River  Kenfig  /  Margam  Burrows,  GOWER  on  17th 
Apr.;  in  CEREDIGION:  at  Llansantffraed  on  12th  Apr.  and  Cors  Fochno  on  the  15th. 

Records  of  females  in  spring:  at  Peterstone,  GWENT  on  24th  Apr.  &  at  Uskmouth  2nd  May;  in 
PEMBROKE:  at  Marloes  Mere  21st  Apr.  &  29lh  May  and  at  St.  David’s  airfield  5th  May;  at 
Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  29th  Apr.;  on  ANGLESEY,  males:  at  Llyn  Dinam  16th  June, 
displaying  at  Ger-y-parc,  Brynteg  on  6th  May,  then  at  Brynteg  on  5th  Aug.  and  Llyn  Llywenan 
on  13th  Sept. 

In  autumn:  a  juv.  male  on  Skomer,  PEMBROKE  8th  Aug.;  an  immature  male  at  Ynyshir, 
CEREDIGION  1 6th  Nov.  -  3 1 st  Dec. 

In  autumn,  females  /  immatures:  GWENT:  on  26th  Aug.  over  Goldcliff  lagoons  and  what  was 
almost  certainly  the  same  individual  was  noted  a  little  later  flying  east  over  Collister  Pill, 
Newport  Wetlands  on  8th  Sept,  and  on  the  following  day  along  with  a  second  bird;  E. 
GLAMORGAN:  at  St.  Donats  on  7th  Aug,  1  at  Kenfig  Pool  and  over  the  saltmarsh  on  21st  Aug, 
and  another  imm  at  KNNR  on  15th  Oct.;  in  GOWER:  at  Llangennith  Moors  o  21stSept.,  a 
radio-tagged  juv.  female  ringed  at  Tay  on  7th  July  (that  had  been  back-tracked  via  Dunblane, 
Isle  of  Bute,  Mull  of  Galloway  and  Copeland  Island)  arrived  at  Crymlyn  Bog  on  4th  Oct.; 
PEMBROKE:  in  the  St.  David’s  area  (Dowrog,  Ivor’s  Pond  and  St.  David’s  airfield)  16th  -  26lh 
Oct.  One  at  Ynyshir,  CEREDIGION  17th  Nov.  &  IIth  Dec.  ANGLESEY:  at  Llyn  Dinam  and 
Llyn  Penrhyn  on  25th  July,  at  the  Alaw  estuary  on  14lh  Aug.,  a  juvenile  was  seen  flying  in  off 
the  sea  at  Cemlyn  on  the  15th  July  and  possibly  the  same  bird  was  seen  the  following  morning, 
at  Wylfa  on  16th  July  and  over  Fedw  Fawr  on  12th  Sept. 

Additional  records  for  2005:  additional  records  of  single  birds  at  Goldcliff  lagoons,  GWENT  - 
a  female  on  21st  Apr.  and  a  sub-adult  male  on  1 1th  May. 

Additional  records  from  CARMARTFIEN  2004:  females  at  Kidweli  9th  Apr.,  Ffrwd  Fen  on  24th 
Apr.  and  juv. /females  at  Kidweli  lsl  &  8lh  Sept. 
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HEN  HARRIER  Circus  cycmeus  BOD  TIN  WEN 

(C)  Small  numbers  breed  on  the  uplands  of  north  and  mid-Wales,  otherwise  a  winter  visitor 
and  passage  migrant  in  small  numbers.  Wales  -  Red  listed. 

Widely  recorded  outside  the  breeding  season  and  range.  Breakdown  of  other  records  for  each 
county  (for  some,  specific  sites  are  also  included),  separated  by  sex  where  given  (M  =  male,  J 
=  juv.,  lsl  M  =  immature  male,  RT  =  ring-tail): 
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A  total  of 

46  occupied  territories  were  located  during  the  breeding 

season. 

A  large 

increase 

in 

breeding  pairs  noted 

in  RADNOR,  where  5-6  pairs  present.  In  MONTGOMERY 

:  5  nests 

at 

LakeVymwy,  3  of  which  failed  and  a 

total  of  7y  fledged  from  the  ramaining  two.  Of  7  breeding 

pairs  in  northern  MEIRIONNYDD,  4  failed  and  3  nests  reared  8  young  Aug.  Also  one  non 
breeding  pair  and  a  summering  male  in  the  area.  A  pair  in  the  Rhinogau  area.  Two  pairs  were 
recorded  at  one  site  in  the  east  ot  the  county,  with  a  pair  at  another  site  where  none  had  been 
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recorded  previously.  In  CLWYD:  from  four  sites  with  suitable  habitat  where  behaviour  of  the 
birds  indicated  possible  breeding,  but  only  at  one  site  was  breeding  confirmed.  Summary  of 
breeding  performance  over  the  last  few  years: 


Nesting  attempts 

Eggs 

Young  fledged 

Y oung  per  nest 

2004 

^10 

50 

24 

2.40 

2005 

12 

53 

27 

2.25 

2006 

7 

24 

12 

1.71 

GOSHAWK  Accipiter  gentilis  GWALCH  MARTH 

(C)  An  increasing  breeding  resident  in  all  Welsh  counties. 

The  only  breeding  information  received  was:  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  two  pairs  were  known  to 
have  bred  successfully  and  4  additional  pairs  were  seen  in  suitable  habitat  in  spring;  at  5  sites 
in  GOWER;  displaying  noted  at  3  sites  in  PEMBROKE;  12  territories  in  BRECON;  3  nest  at 
Lake  Vymwy,  MONTGOMERY;  at  7  sites  in  MEIRIONNYDD;  at  4  sites  in 
CAERNARFON,  with  individuals  seen  passing  Bardsey  on  at  one  site  on  29  Aug.,  5  Sept, 
and  10th  Oct.;  ANGLESEY;  reported  from  3  sites  in  DENBIGH. 


Additional  breeding  information  from  CARMARTHEN:  24y  ringed  at  10  nests  in  2005  and  7 
nests  produced  15y  in  2004. 

SPARROWHAWK  Accipiter  nisus  GWALCH  GLAS 

(E)  Common  and  widespread  breeding  resident  throughout  Wales,  some  evidence  that  it  is 
declining  where  Goshawks  are  widespread. 


BUZZARD  Buteo  buteo  B  WNCA  TH 

(C)  Common  and  widespread  breeding  resident  throughout  all  of  Wales. 

Counts  of  large  congregations  included:  23  at  Crosshands,  GWENT  30  Apr,  27  at  Howick, 
Chepstow  on  7th  Oct;  24  at  Dolydd  Hafren,  MONTGOMERY  on  1 1th  Feb. 

OSPREY  Pandion  haliaetus  GWALCH  Y PYSGOD 

(B)  An  annual  spring  and  autumn  passage  migrant  which  has  increased  in  parallel  with  the 
Scottish  breeding  population.  Single  birds  over  summered  in  1986,  1992,  1994  and  1997. 
Several  have  stayed  for  long  periods.  First  recorded  breeding  in  2004,  although  a  nest  was 
built  in  2003. 


Apart  from  the  above,  approximate  monthly  totals  for  each  county: 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July  Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov 

GWENT 

1 

1 

1 

2  1 

2 

GOWER 

2 

Z. 

4 

PEMB. 

2 

1 

5 

2 

CERE. 

1 

3 

BRECON 

1 

1  1 

3 

RADNOR 

1 

4 

2 

MONT. 

1  + 

1  + 

MEIRI. 

1 

1 

1 

CAERN. 

1 

1 

1 

ANGLE. 

1 

1 

1  1 

DENBIGH 

FLINT 

2005  CARM. 
2004  CARM. 

1 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
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In  a  significant  improvement  upon  2005,  eleven  observers  reported  10  birds  from  eight 
locations.  There  were  5  in  the  period  21st  Mar  to  3rd  June  and  a  further  5  in  the  period  20th 
Aug  to  13th  Nov.  Three  of  the  reports  were  in  the  Maesteg  area  indicating  a  migration  route 
through  the  Llynfi  Valley. 


MEIRIONNYDD:  The  nesting  pair  returned  to  the  usual  site  by  the  Glaslyn,  with  the  female 
back  on  28th  March  and  the  male  on  the  3 1st.  Three  eggs  were  laid,  the  first  egg  hatching  on  18th 
May,  the  second  on  the  20th  and  the  third  on  the  22nd.  The  eldest  of  the  three  chicks  died 
suddenly  in  the  nest  on  30lh  June;  the  other  two  fledged  successfully. 

Additional  record  for  2005:  one  over  Kenfig  Dunes,  GLAMORGAN  on  19th  Aug. 

KESTREL  Falco  tinnunculus  CUDYLL  COCH 

(C)  Rather  scarce  breeding  resident  throughout  Wales.  Partial  and  passage  migrant  in  small 
numbers  to  some  counties.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 

Incomplete  breeding  information  includes:  bred  at  7  sites  (including  7  prs.  in  the  Llynfi  Valley) 
in  E.  GLAMORGAN  and  possibly  at  another  3  sites;  at  10  sites  in  PEMBROKE;  in 
MONTGOMERY:  3  prs.  at  Lake  Vyrnwy  and  present  at  3  other  sites;  in  MEIRIONNYDD:  3 
territories  around  Aberdyfi/Rhoslefain  were  not  successful  this  season.  A  pair  probably  bred  at 
the  top  of  Happy  Valley. 


FLINT 

Nesting  attempts 

Eggs 

Young  fledged 

Young  per  nest 

2004 

13 

63 

26 

2.00 

2005 

10 

50 

33 

3.30 

2006 

9 

37 

20 

2.22 

RED-FOOTED  FALCON_Fa/co  vespertinus  CUDYLL  TROEDGOCH 

(A)  Vagrant. 

The  only  record  was  of  a  male  seen  and  photographed  at  Bicton,  PEMBROKE  on  1 7th  June. 
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MERLIN  Falco  columbarius  CUDYLL  BACH 

(B)  Scarce  breeding  resident,  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 
Breeding  records  included:  in  PEMBROKE:  present  on  Ramsey  all  year,  where  they  might 
have  bred  as  3  juvs.  were  seen  nearby  at  St.  Justinian’s  on  15th  July;  in  BRECON:  reported  at 
five  sites.  Three  pairs  each  fledged  two  young,  and  at  two  other  sites  adults  were  seen 
vigorously  defending  territory  from  corvids  and  a  Kite;  at  least  9  pairs  in  RADNOR;  6 
territories  at  Lake  Vymwy,  MONTGOMERY;  in  MEIRIONNYDD:  5  breeding  pairs  in  the 
north  Meirionnydd  area,  2  failing  and  3  fledging  12  young.;  in  CAERNARFON:  a  pair  was 
recorded  at  one  site,  though  breeding  was  not  confirmed.  A  survey  of  part  of  the  south-east  of 
the  county  found  1  pair  in  suitable  breeding  habitat. 


Summary  of  CLWYD  breeding  records: 

Nesting  attempts 

Eggs 

Young  fledged 

Young  per  nest 

2004 

8 

33 

17 

2.13 

2005 

5 

21 

12 

2.40 

2006 

2 

6 

6 

3.00 

A  summary  of  non-breeding  records: 

J 

F 

M  A 

M  J 

J  A  S 

O 

N 

D 

GOWER 

4 

1 

3  5 

2 

5 

1 

2 

CARM.l 

3 

3 

2 

2 

2 

1 

3 

PEMB. 

12 

7 

8  8 

2  1 

3 

9 

11 

3 

CAERN. 

3 

1 

1  8 

4  2 

3  4  1 

7 

8 

1 

ANGLE. 

15 

4 

6  2 

2  1 

1 

5 

8 

3 

DENB. 

2 

2  3 

1 

1 

1 

FLINT 

2 

1  1 

2 

2 

3 

2 

HOBBY  Falco  subbuteo  HEBOG  YR  EHEDYDD 

(B)  Rare  breeding  summer  visitor  in  at  least  four  counties  with  a  total  breeding  population  of 
approximately  SO  pairs.  Elsewhere  a  rare  passage  migrant,  although  a  few  summer  on 
occasion.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 

Breeding  records:  3  pairs  bred  in  GWENT;  3  sites  in  BRECON;  4-6  pairs  in  RADNOR;  at  one 
site  in  MONTGOMERY;  possibly  at  one  site  in  MEIRIONNYDD;  present  at  2  sites  in 
DENBIGH  and  possibly  at  one  site  in  FLINT. 

Approximate  monthly  totals  of  non-breeding  birds: 


Apr 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

GWENT 

1 

1 

1 

E.  GLAM. 

Reported  from  19  locations 

GOWER 

4 

1 

CARMARTHEN 

1 

1 

2 

PEMBROKE 

3 

5 

3 

6 

CERE.  Cors  Caron 

6 

Elsewhere 

1 

1 

3 

1 

BRECON 

1 

1 

MEIRI. 

1 

CAERN.  Bardsey 

1 

1 

1 

ANGLESEY 

1 

1 

1 

DENBIGH 

3 

1 

1 

FLINT 

1 

3 

1 

2005  CARM. 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2004  CARM. 

1 

1 

1 
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PEREGRINE  Falco  peregrinus  HEBOG  TRAMOR 

(C)  Resident  breeding  species  in  all  counties,  increasing  in  recent  years  to  a  breeding 
population  of  more  than  300  pairs.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 

Far  from  complete  county  summaries  include:  in  EAST  GLAMORGAN:  35  territories,  15  pairs 
bred  successfully  and  a  minimum  25  young  fledged.  This  is  a  considerable  decrease  in  success 
from  2005,  though  the  number  of  territories  was  about  the  same.  Fledged  young  were  down  by 
40%  and  successful  pairs  saw  a  reduction  of  28%.  This  was  almost  totally  due  to  the  dreadful 
weather  during  late  April  and  May.  As  a  result  many  of  the  traditional  north  Glamorgan  eyries 
produced  few  or  no  young.  Replacement  clutches,  when  laid,  had  very  small  young  still  on  the 
nest  as  late  as  June.  For  a  second  successive  year  a  Heritage  Coast  pair  was  suspected  of  having 
been  robbed.  (South  Wales  Peregrine  Monitoring  Group). 

PEMBROKE:  a  total  of  46  territories  were  located  in  the  county,  fledging  a  total  of  36  young; 
BRECON:  Seventeen  pairs  located,  with  8  pairs  successfully  producing  at  least  11  young. 
Four  other  pairs  failed  at  the  egg  stage,  and  five  more  may  also  have  been  infertile  or  failed 
early. 


CLWYD 

Nesting  attempts 

Eggs 

Young  fledged 

Young  per  nest 

2004 

20 

48 

30 

1.50 

2005 

17 

45 

26 

1.53 

2006 

10 

36 

26 

2.60 

Additional  breeding  information  from  CARMARTHEN:  6  pairs  in  2005  and  5  in  2004. 
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WATER  RAIL  Ra/Ius  aquations  RHEGEN  Y DWR 

(C)  A  scarce  breeding  resident,  more  commonly  recorded  as  a  passage  migrant  and  winter 
visitor  to  all  counties.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 

Breeding  records  received  were  (numbers  refer  to  territorial  males):  1  pr.  bred  at  Kenfig,  E. 
GLAMORGAN;  4  territorial  males  Teifi  Marshes;  bred  Conwy  RSPB,  CAERNARFON;  bred 
at  Cors  Erddreiniog,  ANGLESEY;  BRECON:  at  least  one  pair  at  Llangorse. 


Maximum  autumn  &  winter  concentrations  were: 

J 

F 

M 

A 

A 

S 

0 

N 

D 

GWENT 

NWR 

14 

12 

9 

8 

2 

10 

10 

6 

12 

E.  GLAM. 

Cosmeston  CP 

2 

1 

2 

18* 

Kenfig  Pool 

8 

10 

12* 

1 

3 

1 

2 

9 

14* 

GOWER 

Kenfig  River 

6 

PEMB. 

Skomer 

6 

9 

7 

PEMB./CERE. 

Teifi  Marshes 

6 

7 

6 

BRECON 

Llangorse  Lake 

9 

11 

*  using  tape  lure. 

SPOTTED  CRAKE  Porzana  porzana 

RHEGEN  FRAITH 

(A)  Rare  vagrant  and  occasional  breeder. 

Calling  males  were  recorded  at:  Cors  Caron,  CEREDIGION  3ld  -  4th  June  and  at  Malltraeth 
Marsh  RSPB,  ANGLESEY  on  18th-  24th  Apr. 

MOORHEN  Gall  inula  chloropus  IAR  DDWR 

(C)  A  locally  common  breeding  resident  and  winter  visitor,  widespread  thoughout  Wales. 
Breeding  records  received  were:  in  GWENT  bred  at  1 1  sites,  including  a  minimum  of  13  prs. 
Mon-Brecon  Canal,  Cwmbran;  bred  at  12  sites  in  GOWER;  bred  at  Cemlyn  and  Llyn  Cefni,  on 
ANGLESEY. 


Monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  are  tabulated  as  available: 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

5 

0 

N 

D 

GWENT 

NWR 

16 

16 

24 

31 

15 

6 

15 

78 

129 

125 

97 

31 

Mon-Brec  C. 

27 

50 

20 

60 

Cwmbran 

Mon-Brec  C. 

28 

32 

34 

13 

23 

31 

Rogerstone 

CARM 

53 

62 

23 

12 

6 

7 

29 

11 

18 

89 

53 

Penclacwydd 


COOT  Eulica  atra  CWTIAR 

(C)  A  locally  common  breeding  resident  and  winter  visitor,  widespread  throughout  Wales. 
Monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  are  tabulated  as  available: 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

5 

O 

N 

D 

GWENT 

NWR 

122 

144 

71 

53 

16 

42 

71 

107 

150 

190 

189 

166 

Ynysfro 

137 

94 

55 

17 

13 

45 

48 

108 

111 

134 

163 

192 

Dunlop  S. 

55 

21 

14 

10 

14 

50 

80 

95 

62 

Llandeg. 

22 

54 

50 

46 

28 

34 

5 

Bryn  Bach 

83 

70 

38 

20 

4 

23 

E.  GLAM. 

Cardiff  Bay 

10 

50 

- 

- 

- 

20 

200 

265 

- 

- 

- 

45 

Cosmeston 

85 

- 

30 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

120 

- 

- 

- 

Kenfig  Pool 

350 

206 

150 

91 

29 

45 

228 

297 

252 

260 

364 

163 

Lamby  Lake 

70 

55 

65 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10 
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J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

5 

o 

N 

D 

CARM. 

Penclac. 

57 

63 

35 

15 

8 

12 

26 

30 

29 

62 

67 

BRECON 

Llangorse 

389 

117 

94 

80 

160 

131 

280 

427 

583 

789 

635 

Talybont 

ANGLE. 

58 

47 

37 

8 

18 

46 

50 

50 

3 

12 

14 

Cemlyn 

70 

61 

12 

33 

60 

110 

120 

85 

Llyn  Alaw 

108 

108 

148 

410 

249 

136 

Llyn  Cefni 

34 

32 

21 

44 

27 

145 

254 

91 

82 

67 

51 

Llyn  Coron 

69 

44 

16 

42 

88 

170 

128 

44 

88 

L.  Maelog 

54 

17 

19 

37 

105 

74 

431 

439 

272 

109 

Other  large  congregations  were:  252  at  Bosherston,  PEMBROKE  in  December. 

In  GWENT:  at  10  sites,  including  10  broods  at  Uskmouth  and  12  prs.  at  Llanwern  steelworks; 
in  E. GLAMORGAN  34+  prs.  at  17  sites;  at  12  sites  in  GOWER;  in  BRECON:  12  pairs 
produced  at  least  22  young  across  all  sites  checked  with  Brechfa  being  the  most  successful,  6 
pairs  with  12  young;  ANGLESEY:  Up  to  6  pairs  bred  at  Cemlyn,  also  bred  at  Mynachdy,  Llyn 
Alaw  and  Llyn  Cefni. 

COMMON  CRANE  Grits  grus  GARAN 

(A)  Rare  visitor  from  Europe. 

One  seen  passing  New  Quay  Head,  CEREDIGION  on  22nd  Apr.  was  the  only  record. 

OYSTERCATCHER  Haematopus  ostralegus  PIODEN  Y  MOR 

(C)  A  common,  chiefly  coastal,  breeding  species  and  abundant  winter  visitor  to  all  coastal 
areas  of  Wales. 

Sizeable  flocks  of  this  species  occur  all  round  the  Welsh  coast  and  the  monthly  max.  for  the 
main  sites  (holding  counts  of  1000  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as  known. 


J 

F 

M 

A. 

M 

J 

J 

A 

5 

O 

N 

D 

GLAMORGAN 

Aberafan 

Blackpill 

1110 

3580 

402 

2710 

2000 

1964 

500 

910 

310 

353 

570 

430 

700 

1838 

2289 

4430 

3310 

800 

3770 

Jersey  Marine 

792 

702 

321 

317 

7 

89 

430 

1500 

2000 

3200 

515 

1800 

Whiteford 

2320 

1300 

1300 

120 

200 

70 

500 

860 

810 

2000 

3400 

2600 

Llanrhidian 

762 

3600 

1020 

10 

220 

1370 

3500 

86 

4100 

Wemffrwd/Cr 

ofty 

Total  Burry  S 

3500 

7240 

4400 

8070 

2480 

4035 

1010 

200 

350 

150 

1710 

5900 

5900 

3400 

7870 

3540 

12860 

6350 

13805 

6500 

15110 

CEREDIGION 

Dyfi  Est. 

552 

437 

339 

253 

116 

33 

301 

712 

766 

637 

257 

379 

CAERNARFON 

Traeth  Lafan 

3970 

2545 

7241 

4134 

4567 

9587 

FLINT 

Point  of  Air 

4000 

1500 

1200 

1 100 

350 

250 

1000 

2000 

2500 

4500 

2000 

1000 

Bagillt  Bank 

350 

500 

400 

- 

200 

300 

10 

200 

500 

350 

700 

1400 

Oakenholt 

200 

150 

50 

500 

600 

51 

23 

2400 

2000 

3000 

2500 

800 

Mostyn  Dock 

3500 

3000 

2600 

- 

100 

350 

- 

1000 

2000 

700 

5000 

4500 

2005  CARM 

6077 

6736 

2603 

4743 

7245 

7754 

6507 

TTG 

2004  CARM 

4597 

3941 

1317 

6009 

3670 

3577 

5653 

TTG 


Other  notable  counts  were:  GOWER:  3,520  at  Weobley  Saltings  on  2nd  Jan.  with  1 1,400  here 
on  23rd  Oct.,  2,240  at  Penclawdd  on  4th  Jan.  with  3,300  here  on  16th  Nov.;  CARMARTHEN: 
2,500  in  the  Gwendraeth  estuary  on  3rd  Jan.,  1,000  at  Ferryside  on  27th  Apr.,  2,000  at 
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Penclacwydd  on  15lh  Nov.  with  2,200  here  on  15th  Dec.. 


Breeding  records  were  GWENT:  A  pair  nesting  on  stones  on  the  foreshore  at  Peterstone 
Wentlooge  (two  eggs)  and  two  nests  found  at  Goldcliff  lagoons  on  13th  May;  CARMARTHEN: 
A  pair  nesting  on  a  shoal  on  Afon  Tywi  at  Dryslwyn  on  29lh  May;  PEMBROKE:  7  pairs  nested 
on  the  Castle  Martin  Peninsula;  breeding  confirmed  but  not  censused  on  Ramsey;  38  breeding 
pairs  on  Skokholm;  70  nests/territories  were  mapped  on  Skomer,  with  17  young  fledging  from 
18  monitored  nests  (0.94  per  nest).  First  chick  here  noticed  24th  May,  first  fledgling  26th  June; 
BRECONSHIRE:  First  return  was  a  pair  at  Glasbury  from  9lh  March  but  subsequent  breeding 
was  not  confirmed.  At  the  other  main  site,  Scethrog,  an  individual  was  present  on  E'  April  that 
had  paired  up  by  the  middle  of  April.  This  pair  failed  in  their  attempt  to  breed,  moving  on  by 
the  end  of  May;  RADNOR:  2  pairs  bred  between  Glasbury  and  Bronydd;  MONTGOMERY:  2 
prs.  at  Dolydd  Hafren  and  single  pairs  at  Llandinam,  Llyn  Coed  y  Dinas,  Caersws  and  on  the 
William  Condry  Reserve;  MEIRIONNYDD:  Two  pairs  attempted  breeding  on  Penllyn  Marsh 
but  neither  were  successful.  One  pair  reared  3  young  on  the  Broadwater  and  there  were  7  birds 
at  Llyn  Trawsfynydd  on  5th  June;  CAERNARFON:  Three  pairs  bred  at  Conwy  RSPB  with  a 
number  of  chicks  seen;  ANGLESEY:  Up  to  10  pairs  bred  at  Cemlyn,  including  4  on  the  main 
island  and  one  on  the  new  island.  Only  the  pairs  on  the  islands  had  any  success  with  a  total  of  6 
fledged  from  here  (productivity  0.6  ).  The  rest  all  failed  at  the  egg  stage  probably  as  a  result  of 
disturbance  and  predation.  At  least  2  pairs  bred  at  Llyn  Alaw  and  at  least  two  pairs  at  Llyn  Parc 
Mawr;  FLINTSHIRE:  a  pair  successfully  raised  a  chick  at  Shotton  Steelworks  and  a  pair  nested 
on  disused  land  SE  of  Rhuddlan.  Five  adults  were  recorded  during  a  BBS  survey  at  Sandycroft 
on  23ld  April. 

BLACK-WINGED  STILT  Himantopus  himantopus 
(A)  A  rare  visitor 

There  was  one  at  Coedbach,  Kidwelly,  CAERMARTHEN  on  24lh 
Morfa  Uchaf,  Ferry  side,  on  the  24th. 

AVOCET  Recurvirostra  avosetta  CAMBIG 

(A)  A  rare  visitor 

GWENT:  Birds  returned  to  the  Goldcliff  lagoons  on  13th  March,  when  four  were  seen,  and  this 
count  rose  to  at  least  13  adults  on  14th  May.  Birds  began  sitting  in  mid-Apr  and  a  minimum  of 
five  pairs  bred,  three  of  which  hatched  eggs,  producing  broods  of  four,  three  and  one. 
Unfortunately,  due  to  a  number  of  factors  (including  weather  and  predation  from  foxes)  it 
appears  that  only  a  single  chick  fledged  this  year,  making  this  the  poorest  breeding  season  for 
the  species  since  they  first  bred  in  2003.  Up  to  four  individuals  remained  at  the  site  throughout 
Jul  and  Aug;  they  were  last  seen  on  10th  Sep,  the  day  on  which  four  (presumably  the  same 
birds)  were  sighted  at  Collister  Pill;  CARMARTHEN:  There  was  one  at  Llansteffan  on  19th 
Jan.  and  at  Kidwelly  Quay  on  5th  Feb.;  CAERNARFON:  There  was  one  at  Foryd  on  1 1th- 14th 
March;  FLINTSHIRE:  One  sighting  at  Oakenholt  Marsh  Reserve  on  7th  Oct. 

Additional  records  from  CARMARTHEN:  in  2005:  at  North  Dock,  Llanelli  on  30lh  Jan.,  2  there 
on  the  31st,  singles  at  Penclacwydd  1 1th  Feb.,  Llansteffan  22nd  Sept.  -  8th  Oct.  and  Gwendraeth 
est.  on  29th  Dec.  In  2004:  at  Llansteffan,  22nd  Jan.  -  20th  Feb.  and  30th  Sept. 


HIRGOES 
-  26th  Sept.,  also  recorded  at 
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LITTLE  RINGED  PLOVER  Charadrius  dubius  CWTIAD  TORCHOG  BACH 

(C)  A  summer  visitor,  breeding  in  small  numbers  on  the  gravel  shoals  of  rivers  in  South  and 
East  Wales  and  on  industrial  sites  in  Soutn  &  North-East  Wales.  Elsewhere  it  is  an  uncommon 
passage  migrant. 

GWENT:  Goldcliff  was  the  only  site  where  they  were  regularly  seen  with  a  first  record  of  three 
on  4th  Apr,  a  last  record  of  eight  on  12lh  Sep  and  32  records  in  all.  Spring  passage:  first  seen  on 
the  River  Usk  with  a  pair  near  The  Bryn  on  25th  Mar.  There  were  four  at  Goldcliff  Point  on  30th 
Mar,  three  pairs  at  Gobion  on  1 7th  Apr  and  two  on  flooded  fields  south  of  Caerleon  from  25th 
Apr  to  6th  May.  Breeding  records  were:  a  single  brood  of  five  juveniles  at  Goldcliff  and  three 
broods  at  Gobion.  On  autumn  passage,  in  addition  to  the  Goldcliff  records,  a  flock  of  six  was 
seen  at  Llandegfedd  Reservoir  on  2 1 st  July  and  three  birds,  the  final  sighting  for  the  year,  were 
noted  on  20th  Sept;  E.  GLAMORGAN:  There  were  a  max  of  1 1  breeding  pairs  at  Llanilid,  and 
one  pair  raised  two  young  at  Ruthin  Quarry.  The  earliest  record  was  one  at  Llanilid  opencast  on 
15lh  Mar.,  two  days  earlier  than  the  previous  earliest  date.  There  were  10  there  on  23rd  Mar, 
building  up  to  a  max  of  31  on  3rd  Apr.  Also  in  Mar,  there  was  1  at  Hendre  Lake  -  St.  Mellons 
on  23ld  and  1  at  Wentlooge  Level  west  on  29th.  In  Apr  apart  from  many  records  from  Llanilid, 
there  were  2  at  Portobello  Island  on  4th,  1  at  the  Watermill  flood  on  19th  and  22nd,  and  a  first 
record  tor  the  Llynfi  Valley,  ot  1  at  Nantyffyllon  on  25th.  Other  records  in  May  comprised  a 
pair  with  2  juvs  at  Ruthin  Quarry  on  8th,  1  at  Portobello  Island  on  11th,  2  at  Llanharry  gravel 
pits  on  18th,  and  1  at  Brigham  farm  on  24th.  In  Jun  2  were  still  at  Llanharry  on  16th,  and  in  Jul, 
3(1  ad  2  juv)  were  at  Kenfig  Pool  on  14th  and  15th  with  2  there  on  16th,  and  birds  with  young 
were  recorded  at  Llanilid  throughout  Jul  and  up  to  5th  Aug.  The  last  records  were  in  Sep  with  1 
at  Lisvane  Res  from  18th  to  24lh  and  1  juv  at  Portobello  Island  on  24th;  GOWER:  3  pairs  bred  at 
Lelindre  restored  former  tinplate  works,  all  producing  chicks.  Pairs  were  seen  in  the  breeding 
season  at  Castell-Du,  Swansea  Vale  and  Llansamlet;  CARMARTHEN:  Two  pairs  were 
displaying  on  shoals  in  Afon  Tywi  at  Dryslwyn  on  29th  May,  with  an  immature  bird  ar 
Coedbach,  Kidwelly,  on  13th  Aug.  There  was  a  max  of  8  on  the  Tywi  at  Pentre  Dafis  on  25th 
and  30th  March  and  5  at  Dryslwyn  Bridge  on  24lh  July;  a  pair  probably  bred  at  Ynyshir, 
CEREDIGION,  also  bred  at  Cors  Caron  but  the  nest  was  flooded;  BRECONSHIRE:  A  pair 
returned  to  Scethrog  on  the  early  date  of  25lh  March.  Max.  passage  count  was  6  at  Llangasty  on 
6n  April  where  a  pair  remained  to  rear  one  juvenile  successfully.  Up  to  3  pairs  attempted  to 
breed  at  Scethrog  but  high  river  levels  in  late  May  were  thought  to  have  washed  eggs  from  nest 
scrapes,  leading  to  complete  failure.  At  Gamlydan  a  pair  laid  four  eggs  in  the  same  scrape  that 
failed  in  2005,  these  having  hatched  by  4th  May  but  no  young  were  seen.  A  pair  bred  at  Ffordd 
Fawr,  outcome  unknown.  The  last  record  was  the  Llangasty  juvenile  on  23rd  July;  RADNOR: 
4-5  pairs  along  the  Wye;  MONTGOMERY:  3  pairs  bred  at  Dolydd  Hafren,  fledging  a  total  of 
6y,  single  pairs  at  Llyn  coed  y  Dinas  and  Llandinam:  MEIRIONNYDD:  There  were  two  at 
Trawsfynydd  on  10th  May  and  15th  July;  CAERNARFON:  The  first  record  at  Conwy  RSPB 
was  of  two  on  9th  April,  with  1-2  birds  regular  here  until  26th  July,  max  4  on  6th  June.  There  was 
a  juvenile  at  Morfa  Madryn  from  28th  Aug.  to  15th  Sept.;  ANGLESEY:  There  were  two  at 
Malltraeth  Marsh  on  30th  April  with  singles  near  Cafnan  on  6th  May  and  at  Cemlyn  on  the  10th 
May.  On  return  migration  there  was  one  at  Malltraeth  RSPB  on  13th  July;  DENBIGHSHIRE: 
Two  birds  were  seen  near  Marford  on  24th  March  and  Gresford  Flash  had  2  adults  on  23rd  April 
and  one  on  28lh  April;  FLINTSHIRE:  Small  numbers  were  recorded  at  coastal  sites,  with 
Oakenholt  Marsh  Reserve  being  visited  by  one  on  15th  April,  3  on  23rd  April  and  3  on  10th 
Aug..  Point  of  Ayr  had  2  on  14lh  May  and  Inner  Marsh  Farm  had  a  single  on  20lh  May.  Inland, 
2  pairs  were  at  Fagl  Lane  Quarry,  Hope,  on  3ld  April  and  a  pair  were  seen  N  of  Hope  on  14th 
April.  Two  birds  were  W  of  Hendre  on  24th  June. 
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Additional  breeding  information  in  CARMARTHEN:  in  2005:  present  at  67  sites,  a  total  of  54y 
fledged,  though  a  further  19  noted  at  a  young  age  but  not  subsequently  monitored.  In  2004:  62 
pairs  nested. 


RINGED  PLOVER  C.  hiaticula  CWTIAD  TORCHOG 

(C)  A  scarce  breeder,  concentrated  principally  in  the  north-west  (Llyn  peninsula  and  Anglesey) 
and  the  mid-section  of  the  south  coast.  It  is  also  a  common  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor 
to  cdl  coastal  areas. 

Widespread  around  the  Welsh  coast.  The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  100 


at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as  available. 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

GWENT 

Goldcliff  lagoons 

24 

15 

59 

40 

GLAMORGAN 

Blackpill 

526 

410 

240 

5 

Burry  S 

45 

100 

CAERNARFON 

Black  Rock  sands 

100 

ANGLESEY 

Beddmanarch  Bay 

60 

100 

2005  CARM  TTG 

31 

22 

33 

2004  CARM  TTG 

44 

J 

J 

A 

5 

0 

N 

D 

25 

20 

240 

120 

15 

14 

25 

254 

218 

530 

331 

347 

630 

140 

4 

40 

130 

117 

174 

64 

215 

66 

105 

49 

Other  large  counts  were:  GOWER:  In  the  Burry  Inlet,  there  were  100  at  Whiteford  on  28  Feb. 
and  630  at  Weobley  Saltings  on  24th  Aug.  with  140  there  on  8th  Sept;  CARMARTHEN:  1 1 1  at 
North  Bay,  Machynys  on  12th  Jan.,  1 14  at  North  Dock,  Llanelli  on  20th  Aug.;  CAERNARFON: 
150  on  Afon  Wen  beach  on  20th  Aug.,  170  at  Deganwy  on  10th  Sept.;  FLINTSHIRE:  at  Point 
of  Ayr  numbers  built  up  from  100  on  13lh  Aug.  to  350  on  26th  Aug.  before  falling  back  to  300 
on  7dl  Sept.. 


Records  of  breeding  or  possible  breeding  were:  GWENT:  two  broods  at  Goldcliff  lagoons,  one 
of  three  chicks  and  the  other  of  at  least  one  chick;  E.  GLAMORGAN:  the  only  breeding 
records  came  from  Llanilid  where  up  to  5  pairs  bred,  and  from  Sker  Pt  where  2  nests,  both  with 
four  eggs,  were  seen  on  7lh  Jun.;  GOWER:  two  pairs  bred  at  Felindre  restored  former  tinplate 
works,  a  pair  had  4  chicks  at  Swansea  Marina  on  22nd  May  and  there  was  a  pair  on  eggs  at 
Baglan  Bay  on  16th  June,  with  two  pairs  seen  in  Port  Talbot  harbour;  CARMARTHEN:  a  pair 
with  three  half-grown  chicks  at  Burry  Port  on  15th  June,  a  pair  giving  alarm  calls  at  Machynys 
North  Bay  on  14th  May,  three  adults  and  two  young  at  Cefn  Padrig  on  10lh  July,  a  pair  with  two 
half-grown  chicks  near  Llanelli  North  Dock  on  16lh  June  and  a  pair  on  eggs  at  Penclacwydd 
WWT  on  22nd  June;  PEMBROKE:  There  was  a  pair  at  Range  W,  Castlemartin  on  1st  May;  in 
CEREDIGION:  bred  at  Ynyslas,  Borth  and  probably  Wallog;  BRECON:  A  juvenile  noted  at 
Llangasty  on  6th  -  24th  September  raises  the  question  whether  this  species  is  nesting  somewhere 
in  the  locality;  MEIRIONNYDD:  a  pair  on  Penllyn  Beach  were  unsuccessful  breeders.  There 
were  4  on  Llyn  Trawsfynydd  on  4th  June  and  8  on  30th  July.  Two  pairs  reared  young  on 
Tonfanau  Beach,  assumed  same  as  a  pair  with  3  chicks  on  28th  July.  There  were  3  pairs  nesting 
on  the  beach  between  Tywyn  and  Aberdyfi  on  27th  May;  CAERNARFON:  at  least  one  pair 
bred  at  Morfa  Madryn  LNR,  with  at  least  one  young  fledged;  ANGLESEY:  at  least  3  pairs 
bred  at  Cemlyn.  The  first  clutch  was  found  on  the  30lh  April  with  3  chicks  seen  from  these  on 
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24lh  May  and  eventually  2  Hedged  from  this  brood  on  22nd  June.  Another  pair  with  a  chick  was 
seen,  outcome  unknown  and  a  clutch  of  4  eggs  was  found  opposite  Bryn  Aber  wall  which  were 
possibly  predated.  Two  second  broods  were  seen  from  these  pairs  in  July  with  at  least  6  chicks, 
it  is  not  known  if  they  reached  the  fledging  stage.  One  pair  nested  at  Hen  Borth;  FLINT: 
breeding  was  confirmed  at  Gronant  where  5  were  seen  on  1 1th  July.  One  pair  bred  at  Machynys, 
CARMARTHEN  in  2005. 

One  bird  present  on  Bardsey  CAERNARFON  on  8th  Sept,  was  identified  as  belonging  to  the 
high  Arctic  race  CM.  tundrea.  This  appears  to  be  the  first  documented  record  of  this  race  for  the 
island. 

KENTISH  PLOVER  Charadrius  alexandrinus  CWTIAD  CAINT 

(A)  A  scarce  migrant  from  the  Mediterranean  and  Eastern  Europe. 

One  at  Ynyslas,  CEREDIGION  22nd  -  24th  Aug. 

DOTTEREL  C.  morinellus  HUTAN  Y  MYNYDD 

(A)  An  occasional  breeder,  otherwise  a  regular  but  uncommon  migrant  in  spring  and  autumn. 
Spring  records  were:  CARMARTHEN:  Two  on  Garreg  Lwyd  on  15th- 16th  April,  3  here  on  the 
26th  and  4  on  the  27th,  the  last  record  3  on  the  30th;  BRECON:  4  on  Cefn  Llechid.  Defynnog  on 
13th  May  and  one  on  Penyfan,  Brecon  Beacons  on  9th  May;  CAERNARFON:  There  were  5 
between  Carnedd  Llywelyn  and  Foel  Grach  on  24th  April;  ANGLESEY:  One  at  the  Range  on 
27th  -28th  April 

On  return  passage:  CARMARTHEN:  One  on  Garreg  Lwyd  on  24th  Aug.;  PEMBROKE: 
Singles  on  Ramsey  on  24th  -  28th  Aug.,  Skokholm  on  6th  Sept,  and  St.  David’s  Airfield  on  21st 
Sept.;  BRECON:  One  on  Penyfan,  Brecon  Beacons  on  26th  Sept;  ANGLESEY:  There  was  one 
at  the  Range  on  26th-29th  Sept,  and  one  at  Ty'n  Llan  near  Cemlyn  on  14th  Oct.. 

Additional  records  from  CARMARTHEN:  in  2005:  4  males  +  3  females  on  Garreg  Lwyd  on 
10th  May.  In  2004  on  Garreg  Lwyd:  9  on  25th  Apr.,  one  on  4th  May,  2  adults  +  2  juvs.  on  15th 
Aug.  with  the  adults  still  present  on  the  following  day. 

GOLDEN  PLOVER  P/uvia/is  apricaria  CWTIAD  AUR 

(C)  A  scarce  and  declining  breeding  species,  found  chiefly  on  the  upland  plateaux  of  Denbigh, 
Radnor,  Ceredigion  and  Brecon. 

Records  are  rather  incomplete  but  monthly  max.  at  major  wintering  areas  (holding  400  at  least 
once)  are  tabulated  as  available. 


Jan. 

Feb 

Mar. 

Apr. 

Aug 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

Kenfig  Sands 

175 

700 

32 

- 

- 

- 

100 

_ 

136 

Rest  Bay 

375 

540 

219 

7 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

GOWER 

Landimore/  Wernffr. 

3960 

1930 

825 

Burry  S 

3995 

280 

1045 

210 

2140 

2695 

1410 

PEMBROKE 

Cleddau  Est. 

1000 

- 

- 

- 

161 

1 

200 

Teifi  estuary 

c.1000 

1000 

BRECON 

Llandefalle 

Hill/Fforest 

40 

540 

78 

CEREDIGION 

Dyfi  Est. 

1500 

880 

820 

83 

310 

1800 

ANGLESEY 

Cemlyn 

424 

400 

357 

219 

2 

25 

286 

335 

370 

Malltraeth 

1400 

2000 

300 

500 

300 

2600 

2005  CARM 

TTG 

7661 

5695 

3863 

2923 

221 

530 

2004  CARM 

TTG 

250 

9832 

300 

2900 

4061 

7050 

177 


Other  large  winter  flocks  in  coastal  counties  were:  GOWER:  500  at  Whiteford  Saltmarsh  on 
21st  Jan;  CARMARTHEN:  2,000  at  Ferryside  on  3ld  Jan.,  1,000  at  Coedbach,  Kidwelly  on  2El 
Oct.  and  1,000  at  Ginst  Point  on  31st  Dec.;  PEMBROKE:  1000+  at  Castlemartin  Ranges  on  7th 
Jan,  1000+  at  Croes  Goch  on  21st  Jan,  2000  at  Sprinkle  Pill  on  21st  Jan.;  late  year  maxa:  2000+ 
at  Bentlass  on  10th  Nov,  c.700  at  Llandeloy  on  23rd  Oct.  and  800  at  Valley  Fach  on  2nd  Dec.;  up 
to  2,750  at  Ynyshir,  CEREDIGION  in  both  winter  periods;  MEIRIONNYDD:  Fields  between 
the  Broadwater  and  Tywyn  had  a  flock  building  to  a  max  of  600  on  1st  Feb,  with  c.400  flying 
over  the  Broadwater  on  5th  March. 

Large  inland  flocks  were:  CARMARTHEN:  104  at  Garreg  Lwyd  on  8th  Oct.,  120  at  Mynydd 
Fygin  on  17th  Nov.;  BRECON:  150  birds  in  the  Cefn  Hirwaun/Pantyllyn  area  on  11th  January, 
and  160  there  on  16th  February  may  indicate  that  the  birds  that  formerly  remained  faithful  to 
Llandefalle  Hill  in  mid-winter  have  moved  a  little  north.  However,  the  Llandefalle  area  still 
attracts  passage  birds  as  shown  by  the  high  April  total. 

Breeding  records  or  records  indicating  possible  breeding  were:  E.  GLAMORGAN:  In  May  one 
was  at  a  previous  potential  breeding  area  on  6th  but  the  area  had  been  burnt;  BRECON:  One 
pair  bred  in  the  Black  Mountains,  a  chick  being  seen  on  23ld  June  that  had  advanced  to  being 
fully  fledged  on  21st  July;  RADNOR:  18  pairs  located,  mostly  in  the  Elan  uplands; 
CAERNARFON:  A  survey  of  the  Caernarfon  part  of  the  Migneint  found  4  pairs  in  suitable 
breeding  habitat;  DENBIGHSHIRE:  The  only  inland  sighting  was  a  single  on  Ruabon 
Mountain  on  26th  April. 

AMERICAN  GOLDEN  PLOVER  Pluvialis  dominica  CORGWTIAD  AUR 

(A)  Very  rare  American  vagrant. 

CARMARTHEN:  juv.  at  Coedbach,  Kidwelly  on  17th  and  19th  Oct.;  ANGLESEY:  1st  Summer 
bird  was  found  among  European  Golden  Plovers  at  Cemlyn  on  the  21st  -  22nd  Apr. 

GREY  PLOVER  P.  squatarola  CWTIAD  LLWYD 

(C)  A  widespread  and  common  winter  visitor  to  Welsh  estuaries  and  spring  &  autumn  migrant. 
The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  60  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as 


available. 

j 

F 

M  • 

A  M  J  J  A 

s 

0 

N 

D 

GWENT 

Newport  Wetlands 

3 

160 

90 

12  1  3 

i 

15 

65 

17 

Peterstone  Wentl. 

70 

850 

20 

2  12  2 

i 

1 

23 

57 

Undy 

160 

17 

5 

6 

3 

21 

20 

GOWER 

Whiteford 

100 

3 

35 

46 

21 

Llanrhidian/Crofty 

67 

106 

214 

3 

12 

110 

43 

Weobley  Saltings 

318 

123 

Total  Burry  S 

210 

380 

285 

5 

45 

80 

140 

125 

PEMBROKE 

Cleddau  Est. 

144 

23 

13 

- 

- 

1 

12 

ANGLESEY 

Alaw  estuary 

138 

77 

FLINT 

Dee  :  Point  of  Air 

80 

50 

on  10th 

100 

29  at  Llanrhystud,  CEREDIGION  on 

16  Feb.,  one  inland  at  Cors  Caron 

May. 
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LAPWING  Vanellus  vanellus  CORNCHWIGLEN 

(C)  Rapidly  declining  breeder  -  almost  extinct  as  a  breeder  in  many  counties.  It  is  also  a  winter 
visitor,  principally  in  coastal  areas  and  especially  when  there  is  hard  weather  to  the  east. 
Regular  counts  at  the  main  wintering  areas  (holding  counts  of  500  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GWENT 

Newport  Wetlands 

1400 

1550 

220 

175 

357 

600 

600 

Peterstone  Went. 

300 

8 

56 

58 

533 

100 

62 

Undy 

7 

500 

1 10 

65 

49 

270 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

Rumney  Gt  Wharf 

200 

500 

10 

70 

43 

300 

- 

GOWER 

Burry  S 

3880 

3530 

60 

205 

715 

2810 

CARMARTHEN 

Penclacwydd 

1425 

1335 

74 

53 

135 

743 

754 

PEMBROKE 

Cleddau  Est. 

2921 

2408 

1 

- 

- 

2069 

1298 

Freshwaters 

140 

1604 

5 

- 

- 

350 

501 

Nevem  Est. 

4 

1 

500 

Teifi  Est. 

1000 

500 

CEREDIGION 

Dyfi  Est. 

1928 

716 

310 

119 

1216 

1598 

MEIRIONNYDD 

Broadwater 

520 

700 

33 

186 

468 

827 

Glaslyn  /  Dwyryd 

0 

6 

- 

31 

16 

90 

584 

CAERNARFON 

Conwy  RSPB 

285 

48 

1209 

Foryd  Bay 

1400 

362 

2 

76 

79 

400 

Traeth  Lafan 

789 

79 

490 

328 

483 

ANGLESEY 

Cemlyn 

700 

1000 

85 

66 

338 

1000 

1200 

Malltraeth 

400 

1000 

220 

300 

900 

4000 

FLINT  (Dee  Est.) 

Rhyl 

1700 

600 

200 

220 

250 

700 

2000 

Oakenholt/Connah'O 

3100 

2260 

- 

198 

1000 

1810 

1000 

Point  of  Ayr 

750 

850 

88 

500 

650 

850 

2005  CARM 

TTG 

4115 

2008 

31 

820 

422 

2224 

2004  CARM 

TTG 

3681 

2061 

1 

105 

675 

3251 

Other  large  flocks  were:  GOWER:  In  the  Burry  Inlet,  1,598  at  Llanrhidian  on  17th  Jan.,  2,620  at 
Whiteford  Saltmarsh  on  31st  Jan.,  2,100  at  Weobley  Saltings  on  17th  Feb.  In  the  second  winter 
period  604  at  Weobley  on  9th  Nov.  and  2,170  at  Whiteford  on  7th  Dec.;  CARMARTHEN:  600 
at  Coedbach,  Kidwelly,  on  26th  Oct.,  1,000  at  Ginst  Point  on  31st  Dec.;  PEMBROKE:  2,000  at 
Gupton  Farm  on  14lh  Jan,  c.800  at  Sandy  Haven  on  16th-  17th  Jan,  2,000  at  Sprinkle  Pill  on  21st 
Jan,  1,070  at  Landshipping  on  9th  Feb,  700+  at  Carew  River  on  25lh  Dec,  900+  at  Milton  on  30th 
Dec.;  1,000  at  Ynyshir,  CEREDIGION  in  both  winter  periods;  ANGLESEY:  2,500  at  the  Alaw 
estuary  on  16th  Jan.;  DENBIGHSHIRE:  500  at  Towyn  on  23ui  Jan.  and  1000  at  Kinmel  Bay  on 
30th  Dec.;  FLINTSHIRE:  1000  on  31/12  at  Shotton  Steelworks  on  31sl  Dec.;  the  area  SE  of 
Rhuddlan  held  flocks  throughout  the  winter,  peaking  at  650  on  16th  Dec. 

Breeding  records  received  were:  GWENT:  5  pairs  nested  successfully  at  Llanwenarth,  3  pairs 
nesting  at  Rhyd-y-Blew,  3  well-grown  juvs  &  brood  of  2  predated  at  Goldciiff  lagoons,  1  pair 
with  1  free-flying  juv  at  Beacon  Hill,  2  nests  &  large  juv  at  Bryn  Serth  ,  2  pairs  with  1  fledged 
juv  at  Cefn  Garn-yr-Erw,  1  pair  with  1/3  grown  juvs  at  Llandegfedd  Resr,  3  juvs  /mobile  chicks 
at  Sluice  Farm  and  8  birds  apparently  on  territory  at  St  Brides  Wentlooge;  E.  GLAMORGAN: 
Breeding  was  proven  with  up  to  4  pairs  at  Darren  Farm  -  Cowbridge,  and  2  nests  at  Llanilid.  A 
pair  was  noted  in  suitable  habitat  at  a  reclaimed  opencast  site  at  Maesgwyn,  but  the  outcome 
was  not  recorded,  and  display  was  noted  at  Garth  Fawr  on  1 1th  May.  There  were  33  at  Ffos-y- 
Fran  .on  4lh  Apr.  Breeding  records  are  still  declining,  and  observers  reported  absence  from 
several  previously  known  breeding  sites;  GOWER:  Three  pairs  bred  at  Whiteford,  up  to  6  pairs 
at  Velindre  restored  former  tinplate  works,  two  pairs  at  Swansea  Vale,  two  pairs  at  Neath 
Grazing  Marsh,  Cadoxton,  one  pair  at  Tonpyrddin  Farm  Fields,  up  to  4  pairs  at  BP  Baglan  and 
another  3  pairs  at  BP  BaglanMitigation  Area  and  two  pairs  at  Port  Talbot  Docks.  Birds  seen  in 
the  breeding  season  at  7  other  sites,  with  possibly  4  pairs  at  Llansamlet  North  Marsh; 
CARMARTHEN:  At  least  3  pairs  bred  at  Penclacwydd,  with  several  chicks  seen; 
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PEMBROKE:  On  Ramsey,  6  pairs  fledged  8  young.  There  were  two  pairs  and  two  singles  at 
the  old  BP  site,  Kilpaison  and  one  pair  at  Range  E,  Castlemartin  in  April/May;  68  pairs  bred  at 
Ynyshir,  CEREDIGION.  8  pairs  attempted  to  breed  at  Cors  Caron  but  all  failed; 
BRECONSHIRE:  5  pairs  produced  8  juvs  at  Llangasty  and  3  pairs  produced  7  juvs  at 
Gilestone  Farm.  There  were  5  pairs  at  Brynhenllys  reclamation/L  Twrch  valley,  5  pairs  at 
Slwch/Llanddew,  5  pairs  at  Tregoyd,  2  pairs  at  Pentrefelin  and  one  pair  with  chicks  at  Clwyd- 
y-Graig.  Single  males  were  seen  at  Roman  Road  and  Ystradfellt;  MEIRIONNYDD:  Penllyn 
Marsh  had  birds  setting  up  territory  by  10lh  March.  A  total  of  10  females  and  6  males  bred.  3 
male  were  monogamous,  two  bigamous  and  one  trigamous.  One  male  seemed  to  be  unmated 
but  may  have  lost  his  mate  early  in  the  season.  Six  nests  were  lost  and  a  brood  just  after  it 
hatched.  One  of  the  lost  nests  was  already  a  repeat  laying.  One  female  deserted  her  second 
clutch  halfway  through  incubation,  the  male  stepping  in  to  continue:  the  eggs  hatched  but  failed 
to  fledge.  Elsewhere,  one  in  a  field  near  Bryn  Derw,  Bethel,  Bala  on  31sl  May  was  on  territory. 
7  birds  in  a  loose  flock  at  Llyn  Mynyllod,  Bethel,  Bala,  with  2  pairs  c  0.  5  mile  south  of  here  on 
the  same  date,  were  also  probable  breeders;  CAERNARFON:  Bred  at  Gian  y  Mor  Isaf 
(SH626726),  with  c.  25  birds  present  and  fledged  young  seen.  Several  pairs  bred  at  Conwy 
RSPB,  with  fledged  young  seen;  ANGLESEY:  A  pair  displayed  at  Cemlyn  from  30th  April 
until  the  1 1th  May  but  did  not  breed.  A  pair  were  displaying  at  Hen  Borth  on  25th  March,  and 
possibly  the  same  pair  were  seen  with  one  fledged  young  here  on  4lh  July.  A  pair  were 
displaying  at  Malltraeth  Marsh  on  3rd  March,  a  pair  was  breeding  at  Bodorgan  on  15th  April  and 
one  pair  at  Dwyran  on  25th  May.  There  was  a  pair  near  Afon  Crigyll  on  7th  April  and  4  adults  in 
dune  slack  at  Newborough  Warren  on  1 1th  June  may  have  been  nesting;  DENBIGH:  Records  of 
breeding  attempts  increased  to  16;  FLINT:  9  records  showed  some  successes,  with  the  largest 
concentration  of  adults  (11)  seen  at  Sandycroft  on  23ld  Apr. 

Additional  breeding  information  from  CARMARTHEN:  in  2005:  18  pairs  bred  at 

Penclacwydd,  lOy  and  one  pair  bred  at  another  site.  In  2004:  14  pairs  bred  at  Penclacwydd,  5 
pairs  at  Machynys  Golf  Course  and  1 1  other  pairs  bred  elsewhere. 

KNOT  Calidris  canutus  PIBYDD  YR  ABER 

(C)  An  abundant  winter  visitor  to  some  of  the  major  estuaries,  notably  the  Dee,  Burry,  Traeth 
Lafan  and  Severn.  Relatively  scarce  on  other  estuaries.  It  is  also  an  uncommon  passage 
migrant  in  spring  &  autumn  and  it  Is  rare  inland. 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  300  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as 
available. 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

5 

0 

N 

D 

GWENT 

Newport  Wetlands 

900 

400 

300 

70 

2 

8 

7 

145 

200 

200 

Peterstone  Wentl. 

1500 

1800 

400 

1 

30 

150 

300 

60 

GOWER 

Whiteford 

620 

160 

30 

35 

300 

Weobley  Saltings 

3600 

4500 

2650 

140 

3900 

Llanrhidian/Crofty 

328 

15 

4 

1 1 

6 

1300 

1 

Ttoal  Burry  S 

3600 

4500 

2650 

15 

4 

4 

24 

1 

30 

140 

3900 

CAERNARFON 

Traeth  Lafan 

400 

40 

200 

2 

2 

1 

310 

ANGLESEY 

Malltraeth 

900 

1050 

21 

Traeth  Abermenai 

480 

300 

FLINT 

Dee:  Point  of  Air 

500 

1000 

200 

3 

18 

1 

10 

50 

100 

70 

120 

Dee:  Oakenholt/  Con 

2000 

500 

50 

- 

- 

- 

300 

300 

400 

2000 

500 

2005  CARM  TTG 

5475 

46 

9 

39 

170 

15 

160 
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Other  large  flocks  were:  GOWER:  1,500  at  Mid-Channel,  River  Loughor  on  2nd  Dec.  and  300  at 
Ynyshir,  CEREDIGION  on  16th  Jan. 

SANDERLING  Calidris  alba  PIBYDD  Y  TYWOD 

(C)  A  winter  visitor,  locally  common  on  sandy  beaches  in  Flint,  Carmarthen  and  Glamorgan.  A 
spring  &  autumn  migrant  on  the  coast.  Scarce  inland. 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  50  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as 
available. 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

S 

o 

N 

D 

GLAM.  Blackpill 

520 

698 

680 

158 

40 

2 

15 

305 

434 

380 

Kenfig  Sands 

- 

17 

- 

- 

121 

- 

- 

212 

357 

5 

- 

2 

MEIRI  Artro 

108 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

- 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Glaslyn/Dwyryd 

65 

66 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0 

0 

4 

2 

2005  CARM  CefnS. 

753 

690 

188 

97 

177 

650 

2005  CARM  Pendine 

282 

79 

248 

470 

2004  CARM  Cefn  S. 

370 

833 

318 

380 

628 

2004  CARM  Pendine 

181 

20 

35 

Other  large  flocks  were  E.  GLAMORGAN:  159  at  Sker  mussel  bed  on  27th  Aug  and  357  here 
on  10lh  Sep.;  GOWER:  127  at  Aberavon  Beach  on  2nd  Jan,  142  at  Margam  Sands  on  12th  Feb. 
with  74  here  on  10th  Sept.,  120  at  Port  Talbot  harbour  on  27th  Feb.,  55  at  Queen's  Dock 
Breakwater,  Swansea  on  18th  March,  50  at  Weobley  Saltings  on  1st  April,  160  at  Oystermouth 
on  15th  Oct.,  50  at  Oxwich  on  13th  Dec..  Regular  at  Jersey  Marine,  with  max  154  on  10th  March 
and  294  on  26th  Nov;  PEMBROKE:  82  at  the  Nevem  Est  on  5th  Sept.;  DENBIGH:  50  at  Towyn 
on  28th  Feb.,  138  at  Kinmel  Bay  on  3ld  Nov.  and  60  at  Towyn  on  16th  Dec;  72  at  Rhyl,  FLINT 
on  12th  July. 


LITTLE  STINT  Calidris  minuta 


PIBYDD  BACH 


(B)  An  uncommon  passage  migrant  in  small  numbers  to  coastal 

areas,  principally  in  autumn 

and  has  occasionally  wintered.  It  is  rare  inland. 

Approximate  monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar. 

Apr.  Mav  June  July 

Aug.  Sept. 

Oct.  Nov. 

GWENT 

1  3  3 

14 

9 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

3 

GLAMORGAN: 

GOWER 

1  4 

1 

CARMARTHEN 

1 

23 

3 

PEMBROKE 

1 

J 

1 

CEREDIGION 

1 

2 

MEIRIONNYDD 

O 

3 

CAERNARFON 

5 

3 

3 

ANGLESEY 

2 

6 

CLWYD 

1 

4 

2005  CARM. 

4 

2004  CARM 

4+ 

-> 

J 

Dec. 


TEMMINCK’S  STINT  Calidris  temminckii  PIBYDD  TEMMINCK 

(A)  A  rare  visitor. 

One  at  Conwy  RSPB,  CAERNARFON  on  10th  May. 


PECTORAL  SANDPIPER  Calidris  melanotos  PIBYDD  CAIN 

(A)  A  scarce  visitor. 

The  only  record  was  of  a  juv.  at  Coedbach,  Kidwelly,  CARMARTHEN  12th  -  24th,  26th  Sept, 
and  10th-  1 1th  Oct. 
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CURLEW  SANDPIPER  C.ferruginea  PIBYDD  CAMBIG 

(B)  An  uncommon  passage  migrant  to  coastal  areas,  recorded  in  every ?  month  blit  principally  in 
autumn,  relatively  numerous  in  some  years.  Rare  inland. 


Approximate  monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May 
GWENT  1 

E.  GLAMORGAN  1 

GOWER  2 

CARMARTHEN 
PEMBROKE 
CEREDIGION 
MEIRIONNYDD 
CAERNARFON 
ANGLESEY 

FLINTSHIRE  2 

2005  CARM.  1 

2004  CARM. 


June  July  Aug.  Sept. 

4  11 

-) 

3 

1  13 

1  9 

3  8 


4 

3 

3 

4 

2  2 

5 

1  9 


Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 
5 

2 

1 


4 

8 

1 

3 


PURPLE  SANDPIPER  C.  maritima  PIBYDD  DU 

(C)  A  fairly  common  winter  visitor  in  small  numbers  to  coastal  areas  with  rocky  shorelines. 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  10  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as 
available: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

Aug. 

Sep. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GLAMORGAN 

Ogmore 

18 

14 

9 

9 

15 

16 

Inner  Worm’s  Head 

11 

Port  Eynon 

14 

1 

2 

22 

18 

PEMBROKE 

Fishguard  Harb: 

11 

1 

2 

Ramsey 

11 

15 

3 

2 

18 

18 

CAERNARFON 

Bardsey 

9 

60 

31 

21 

0 

21 

26 

35 

SEMIPALMATED  SANDPIPER  Calidris pusillci  PIBYDD  LL  WYD 

(A )  Very  rare  vagrant 

A  single  juvenile  was  present  at  Goldcliff  lagoons,  GWENT  during  6th-9th  Sept. 


DUNLIN  C.  alpina  PIBYDD  Y MAWN 

(C)  A  scarce  and  local  breeder,  restricted  to  a  few  poorly  drained  upland  moors  with  scattered 
pools.  An  abundant  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor. 

Occurs  in  all  Welsh  estuaries  and  the  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  1000  at 
least  once)  are  tabulated  as  available. 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

S' 

0 

N 

D 

GWENT 

Newport  Wetlands 

1400 

4000 

800 

190 

650 

125 

200 

240 

355 

470 

215 

650 

Peterstone  Wentl. 

2500 

3700 

400 

4 

230 

5 

10 

6 

80 

300 

2000 

GLAMORGAN 

Cardiff  Heliport  bay 

- 

100 

- 

- 

50 

- 

- 

15 

- 

- 

- 

1400 

Whiteford 

1750 

4220 

2000 

12 

2 

151 

493 

162 

200 

Weobley 

6900 

5280 

1430 

7 

100 

50 

1700 

400 

416 

2580 

4200 

Blackpill 

2310 

2300 

1600 

75 

230 

10 

13 

103 

41 

556 

1545 

1780 

Total  Burry  S 

6900 

5500 

5430 

60 

105 

50 

1700 

400 

415 

2600 

5350 

PEMBROKE 

Cleddau  Est. 

1845 

2092 

190 

72 

64 

67 

1181 

2150 

CAERNARFON 

Traeth  Lafan 

2743 

1 

20 

663 

1119 

FLINT 

Dee:  Point  of  Air 

2500 

2500 

600 

10 

1200 

50 

100 

350 

300 

80 

500 

1000 

Dee:  Oakenholt 

4000 

3000 

200 

410 

1 

- 

4 

27 

30 

250 

500 

3000 
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J  F  M  A  M  .]  J  A  S  O  N  D 

CARMARTHEN 

2005  TTG  1429  1912  1548  288  325  546  1870 

2004  TTG  938  1271  263  238  1002  1816 

Large  flocks  elsewhere  were  GWENT:  1,250  at  the  Second  Severn  Crossing  on  22nd  Jan.  with 
2,500  there  on  19th  Feb.;  E.  GLAMORGAN:  2,000  at  Rumney  Gt  Wharf  on  22nd  Jan.,  1,000  in 
the  Rhymney  Est  on  9lh  Dec.;  GOWER:  2,100  at  Llanrhidian  Pill  on  5th  March  with  5,300  here 
on  23ld  Dec,  PEMBROKE:  1,025  at  Landshipping  on  23rd  Dec.;  580  at  Ynyslas, 
CEREDIGION  on  16th  May  and  453  there  on  23rd  Aug.;  FLINT:  4,000  at  Gronant  on  3rd  Feb. 

Records  of  breeding  or  possible  breeding  were:  CAERNARFON:  One  held  territory  all 
summer  on  the  west  pool  at  Morfa  Madryn,  with  display  seen  in  May. 

Inland  records  were:  GWENT:  One  at  Ynysyfro  Reservoirs  from  8th  Jan  to  2nd  Feb,  one  at 
Caerleon  on  21sl  May  and  six  there  on  15th  Oct,  and  several  at  Llandegfedd  Reservoir  -  two  on 
21sl  Jul,  singles  on  21s1  Aug,  3ld  Sep  (juvenile),  5th  Sep  (juvenile)  and  24th  Sep,  and  two  on  17th 
Sep.;  BRECON:  An  extended  spring  passage  period  at  Llangasty  between  10lh  March  and  27th 
May,  with  3-4  birds  noted  on  several  dates,  a  max.  of  8  in  summer  plumage  19th  May.  Autumn 
passage,  again  only  at  Llangasty,  was  between  9th  August  and  23rd  September,  max.  5  on  6th 
and  the  latest  date. 

A  total  of  137  passed  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE  on  19  dates  from  27th  Aug.  to  31st  Oct. 

BUFF-BREASTED  SANDPIPER  Tryngites  subruficollis  PIBYDD  BRONLLWYD 

(A)  A  rare  visitor. 

There  were  2  juvs.  on  Skokholm,  PEMBROKE  on  6th  Sept,  and  another  at  Mynachdy/Carmel 
Head,  ANGLESEY  on  30th  Sept  -  1st  Oct..  This  bird  was  in  the  same  field  as  the  2005 
individual. 

STILT  SANDPIPER  Calidris  himantopus  PIBYDD  HIRGOES 

(A)  Very  rare  vagrant. 

The  first  Welsh  record  was  of  a  1st  S  at  Conwy  RSPB,  CAERNARFON  1 1th  -  13th  July. 

GREAT  SNIPE  Gallinago  media  GIACH FAWR 

(A)  Very  rare  vagrant. 

2003:  a  1st  year  bird  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  10th  Oct.  This  constitutes  the  first  Welsh 
record  since  1947  and  the  only  bird  that  managed  to  get  away  with  it’s  life  -  all  the  others  being 
shot. 

RUFF  Philomachus pugnax  PIBYDD  TORCHOG 

(B)  A  fairly  common  passage  migrant  in  small  numbers,  principally  in  autumn.  Occasionally 
winters. 

Approximate  monthly  totals  were: 

JFMAMJJ  A  S  O  N  D 
GWENT  21  5  1183 

E.  GLAMORGAN  1 

CARMARTHEN  1  2  15  3  1 

PEMBROKE  1  9 

CEREDIGION  11  II 
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J  F 

M 

A  M 

J  J  A 

5 

O 

N  D 

MEIRIONNYDD 

1 

CAERNARFON 

1 

11 

2 

ANGLESEY 

1 

1 

2  1 

5 

1 

DENBIGH 

1 

FLINT 

2 

3 

3 

2005  CARMARTHEN 

1 

1  2 

1 

2004  CARMARTHEN 

5 

9+ 

JACK  SNIPE 

Lymnocryptes  minimus 

GIACH  FACH 

(B)  A  fairly  common  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor. 

Birds  were  recorded  until  17 

th  April  and  from  14th  Oct. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GWENT 

7 

'J 

J 

2 

2 

1 

2 

2 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

15 

13 

13 

4 

2 

6 

3 

GOWER 

4 

11 

1 

2 

CARMARTHEN 

1 

2 

PEMBROKE 

6 

2 

1 

1 

1 

5 

CEREDIGION 

2 

1 

BRECON 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

MEIRIONNYDD 

3 

1 

CAERNARFON 

7 

1 

4 

5 

2 

2 

ANGLESEY 

6 

1 

2 

4 

4 

DENBIGH 

1 

FLINT 

1 

2005  CARMARTHEN 

1 

1 

2004  CARMARTHEN 

1 

1 

SNIPE  Gallinago  gallinago  GIACH  GYFFREDIN 

(C)  A  widespread  breeding  bird ,  nesting  in  all  counties  but  in  small  and  declining  numbers. 
Substantial  numbers  in  winter. 

Monthly  max.  at  sites  with  significant  winter  counts  of  40  or  more  are  tabulated  as  available. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Aug 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GWENT 

Undy 

12 

1 

3 

8 

57 

CARMARTHEN 

Cilsan  Bridge 

56 

50 

Penclacwydd 

48 

8 

9 

3 

11 

6 

6 

23 

PEMBROKE 

Cleddau  Est 

220 

105 

53 

0 

5 

13 

72 

Freshwaters 

130 

33 

86 

21 

35 

85 

159 

CAERN./DENB. 

Conwy  RSPB 

40 

40 

6 

2005  CARM. 

TTG 

75 

105 

35 

1 

5 

23 

31 

Other  large  counts  were: 

GWENT: 

67  in  the  reedbeds 

near  The  Moorings  on  5lh  Feb.;  E. 

o 

GLAMORGAN:  40  in  a 

field  near 

Rest  Bay  on 

7th  Feb 

.,  55  at  Llwyn- 

•on  Res 

on  20th  Dec.; 

GOWER:  71 

at  Pentre 

Farm  Marsh, 

Pontarddulais 

on  12th 

Jan., 

79  at 

Pontarddulais 

Saltmarsh/Morfa  Goch  North  on  6th  Nov.;  CARMARTHEN:  65  at  Kidwelly  Quay  on  3rd  Jan., 
56  at  Gelli  Aur  on  3,d  Jan.,  50  at  Gian  Tywi  on  29lh  Jan.;  PEMBROKE:  40+  at  St.  Florence  on 
18th  Feb.;  150  at  Ynyshir,  CEREDIGION  on  1st  Mar.;  BRECON:  31  near  Trefeitha  on  30th  Jan.; 
MEIRIONNYDD:  50-60  at  Tonfanau  pool  on  11th  Nov.;  ANGLESEY:  100+  at  Llyn  Maelog 
on  15th  Jan.,  40  flew  in  to  Llyn  Cefni  on  19th  Feb.  and  100+  near  Rhosneigr  station  on  28th 
Nov. 


Records  of  breeding  or  possible  breeding  were:  E.  GLAMORGAN:  Breeding  was  only 
confirmed  at  Rhaslas  Pond,  although  drumming  was  observed  at  Blaencynon  on  9lh  May.  Birds 
were  present  at  suitable  sites  in  Apr  but  were  not  subsequently  recorded  in  the  summer  months; 
3  prs.  bred  Ynyshir,  CEREDIGION;  BRECON:  Breeding  reports  came  from  eighteen  sites 
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where  at  least  31  pairs  were  indicated  by  drumming/chipping  birds;  15-20  drumming  & 
chipping  at  William  Condry  Reserve,  MONTGOMERY;  MEIRIONNYDD:  There  were  3 
drumming  birds  on  the  Migneint  in  the  breeding  season,  (not  a  full  survey);  CAERNARFON: 
There  was  one  drumming  on  Moel  y  Ci  mountain  on  24th  May.  Other  records  in  possible 
breeding  locations  were  three  at  Gwaen  Gynfi  on  24th  May  and  one  at  Cors  Bodgynydd  on  6lh 
June.  A  survey  of  the  Caernarfon  part  of  the  Migneint  found  one  displaying  bird  in  suitable 
breeding  habitat;  ANGLESEY:  One  Hushed  at  Cors  Bodeilio  on  4,h  July  joined  a  second  bird 
that  drummed;  DENBIGHSHIRE:  Three  sightings  during  the  breeding  season;  BBS  squares 
SW  of  Glynfryn  (single  on  26lh  April)  and  SE  of  Capel  Siloam  (single  on  30lh  April  and  2  on 
25th  June),  and  the  area  E  of  Llandegla  Forest  had  a  “drumming”  male  on  10th  May. 

LONG-BILLED  DOWITCHER  Limnodromus  scolopaceus  GIACH  GYLFIN-HIR 

(B)  A  vagrant. 

There  was  one  at  the  Alaw  estuary,  ANGLESEY  from  28lh  Nov.  to  21st  Dec. 

WOODCOCK  Scolopax  rusticola  CYFFYLOG 

(C)  A  regular  breeder  in  small  numbers  in  all  counties  except  Pembroke  &  Anglesey.  It  is 
widespread  and  common  /  abundant  in  winter. 

All  records  of  roding  birds  are  given  and  all  would  be  welcome,  as  the  breeding  status  of  this 
species  in  Wales  remains  poorly  understood:  GWENT:  There  were  three  records  of  roding 
males  during  May-Jun  at  Nine  Wells  and  Cadira  Beeches  in  Wentwood  but  no  records  of 
juveniles;  RADNOR:  one  near  Llanelwedd  was  taken  by  a  Goshawk;  FLINT:  A  single  bird 
was  seen  roding  at  Llyn  Helyg  on  19th  April. 

Maximum  passage  and  wintering  counts  were:  GWENT:  5  were  recorded  at  Goytre  Fir  Wood 
on  7lh  Jan,  and  five  in  Ebbw  Forest  on  2nd  Feb.  In  the  second  winter  period  five  were  shot  and 
an  additional  15-20  were  Hushed  at  Skirrid  Fach  on  a  shoot  in  Dec.;  E.  GLAMORGAN:  8  at 
Llanwonno  on  1st  Jan,  and  9  on  5th  Mar,  a  roost  at  Gwersyll  -  Abernant  peaking  at  5  on  6th 
Mar..  The  highest  count  in  the  second  period  was  8  at  the  Gwersyll  -  Abernant  roost  on  3ld 
Nov.;  CARMARTHEN:  5  in  Crychan  Forest  on  28lh  Jan.;  PEMBROKE:  5  in  Narberth  SW 
Woods  on  8th  Jan.,  5  at  Knapps  Farm  on  4lh  Feb.;  in  the  second  winter  period  5  at  Millin  on  27th 
Nov.  and  7  at  Geliy  on  22nd  Dec.;  BRECON:  5  were  flushed  by  a  shoot  at  Llanddew  on  25th 
Nov.  with  up  to  here  8  on  26th  Dec.;  MEIRIONNYDD:  4  at  Rhyd-y-main  on  4th  March  and  in 
the  second  winter  period  up  to  4  were  flushed  from  the  roadside  over  the  Migneint  at  dusk  on 
several  dates;  CAERNARFON:  five  on  Bardsey  on  28th  Feb.;  ANGLESEY:  5  at  Llyn  Cefni  on 
6th  Jan.;  DENBIGH:  4  birds  were  seen  at  Plas  y  Fron,  Ruabon  Mountain  in  the  first  winter 
period. 

BLACK-TAILED  GODWIT  Limosa  limosa  RHOSTOG  GYNFFONDDU 

(C)  A  common  spring  and  autumn  passage  migrant;  it  is  common  to  abundant  and  increasing 
in  winter  on  the  Dee. 


The  monthly  max. 

at  the 

main  sites  (holding  50  or  more  at  least  once)  were: 

J 

F 

M  A 

M  J 

J 

A 

5 

O 

N 

D 

GWENT 

NWR 

135 

100 

3  70 

15  12 

55 

100 

140 

176 

250 

60 

PW. 

8 

74 

195 

4 

16 

45 

8 

GLAM. 

Burry  S 
CARM. 

15 

1 

30 

310 

245 

130 

25 

15 

45 

Ferryside 

44 

62 

Penclac. 

17 

27 

108  325 

178  146 

202 

256 

282 

244 

93 

151 

185 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

PEMB. 

Pemb  MP 
ANGLESEY 

21 

50 

88 

Malltr. 

60 

80 

41 

5 

3 

FLINT 

Oaken. 

3500 

3100 

1800 

- 

248 

- 

CARM 

2005TTG 

192 

70 

307 

2004TTG 

331 

59 

J  A  S 

2  2  9 

2  2 
237  600  3000 


14 

63 


O  N  D 

5  12 

5  5  30 

3000  1200  900 

119  18  19 

239  305  235 


Other  large  counts  were:  E.  GLAMORGAN:  In  Apr  there  was  a  notable  record  of  50+  flying  N 
over  Garth  Hill  -  Pentyrch,  then  W  over  the  Vale  of  Glamorgan  on  24th;  GOWER:  64  at 
Blackpill  on  28th  Apr.,  140  at  Berthlwyd,  south  of  Loughor  Bridge,  on  27th  July  with  153  here 
on  12th  Aug.,  254  at  Penclawdd  on  5th  Aug.,  131  at  Llanrhidian  on  8th  Sept.;  FLINTSHIRE: 

tB 

Peak  counts  at  Oakenholt  Marsh  Reserve/Connah’s  Quay  Nature  Reserve  were  3,809  on  27 
Nov.,  3,500  on  15lh  and  18th  Jan.  and  3,100  on  13th  Feb.  2,000  were  seen  at  Connah’s  Quay 
Nature  Reserve  on  the  Bunded  pools  on  28lh  Aug. 

Inland  records  were:  BRECONSHIRE:  A  small  party  of  birds  at  Llangasty  from  1st  -9th  April, 
max.  1 1  over  the  last  three  days,  a  single  there  on  26th  April  and  one  again  at  Llangasty  on  18lh 
August. 

Additional  large  counts  from  CARMARTHEN:  in  2005:  690  at  Penclacwydd  in  August  2004: 
at  Penclacwydd,  460  on  30th  Aug.,  606  on  3ld  Sept,  and  699  on  19Ul  Sept. 


BAR-TAILED  GODWIT  L.  lapponica  RHOSTOG  GYNFFONFRITH 

(C)  A  common  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor,  more  numerous  in  autumn  than  spring.  It  is 
rare  away  from  the  coasts  but  has  been  recorded  in  all  inland  counties. 

Small  numbers  occur  in  most  coastal  counties  but  the  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding 
counts  of  70  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as  available. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Aug 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GLAM. 

Burry  S 

135 

1 

2 

4 

1 

25 

CARM 

Llansteffan 

4 

94 

31 

ANGLESEY 

Alaw  estuary 

107 

130 

80 

Large  counts  elsewhere  were:  GOWER:  120  on  Whiteford  Saltmarsh  on  28th  Feb.  A  total  of  76 
passed  Strumble  Head  PEMBROKE  on  9  dates,  19th  Aug.  -  6th  Oct.,  max  36  on  4th  Sept.; 
FLINT:  The  River  Clwyd  at  Rhyl  held  200+  on  26lh  Jan. 

Additional  counts  from  CARMARTHEN:  in  2005:  200  at  Llansteffan  on  31sl  Jan.;  in  2004:  60 
at  Llansteffan  on  30th  Sept,  and  99  on  the  Tywi  in  February. 


WHIMBREL  Numenius phaeopus  COEGYLFNIR 

(C)  Locally  common  in  coastal  counties  on  spring  and  autumn  passage,  scarce  inland,  small 
numbers  occasionally  over-winter.  The  spring  passage  predominates. 

Birds  on  passage  were  recorded  from  20th  March  and  until  4th  Nov.  with  small  numbers 
recorded  at  several  sites  during  June,  max.  21  on  Ramsey,  PEMBROKE.  The  monthly  max.  at 
the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  60  at  least  once)  are  tabulated. 
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Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug 

Sept. 

GWENT: 

NWR 

77 

18 

4 

5 

3 

2 

E.  GLAM: 

Whiteford 

74 

123 

Total  Burry  S 

105 

30 

35 

135 

125 

2 

CARM: 

Cefri  Padrig 

50 

100 

3 

Other  large  counts  were:  E.  GLAMORGAN:  61  at  Kenfig  Pool  and  51  at  Sker  on  13th  Apr,  77 
on  Kenfig  Golf  course  on  4th  May,  55  at  Sker  on  6th  May,  65  f/o  Kenfig  reserve  car  park  on  8th 
May  with  131  (the  max)  f/o  Kenfig  Pool  at  dusk  the  same  day,  62  at  Porthcawl  Golf  Course  on 
9th  May  and  61  at  Kenfig  Pool  on  13lh  May;  GOWER:  70  at  Penclawdd  on  28lh  April,  80  at 
Llanrhidian  on  9lh  Aug.;  PEMBROKE:  74  at  Castle  Martin  Ranges  on  29th  Apr.  with  100+ 
there  1st  May,  148  at  Whitesands  on  29th  Apr.,  66  in  Fishguard  Harbour  on  4lh  May;  in 
CEREDIGION:  59  at  Borth  on  1st  May;  ANGLESEY:  c40  at  Llyn  Alaw  on  4th  and  1 1th  May; 
FLINT:  24  birds  at  Oakenholt  Marsh  Rerserve  on  23ui  April. 

Wintering  records  were:  GOWER:  One  in  the  Upper  Loughor  at  Gwernfaen  on  4th,  8lh  and  15lh 
Jan.;  CARMARTHEN:  One  in  the  Loughor  est.  on  1 1th  Jan.;  PEMBROKE:  One  in  Angle  Bay 
on  2nd  and  6th  Jan.;  CAERNARFON:  Up  to  three  birds  spent  the  first  winter  period  on  Bardsey 
and  one  to  four  birds  were  seen  periodically  here  in  Nov.  and  Dec.;  ANGLESEY:  One  on  the 
coast  between  Aberffraw  and  Porth  Cwyfan  on  a  number  of  dates  from  25lh  Oct.  into  2007; 
FLINT:  A  single  bird  heard  calling  on  31st  Jan.  at  Gronant,  Rhuddlan  had  1  bird  on  20lh  Feb. 

Inland  records  were:  GOWER:  6  at  Caerleon  on  13th  Apr  and  one  on  the  River  Usk  at  Bulmore 
on  7th  May,  eight  at  Llandegfedd  Reservoir  on  23ld  Apr  and  one  flying  over  Dingestow  Court  at 
3am  on  17lh  Jun.;  CARMARTHEN:  33  at  Capel  Dewi  on  15th  May;  BRECON:  2  flew  over 
Pennorth  from  the  direction  of  Llangorse  Lake  on  25lh  April,  and  7  were  at  Llangasty  the 
following  day.  In  autumn,  two  few  over  Llangasty  in  a  SE  direction  on  10th  September. 

A  total  of  187  passed  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE,  on  18  dates,  10th  Aug.  -  14th  Sept.,  max  45 
on  4th  Sept. 

Additional  large  counts  from  CARMARTHEN:  in  2005:  67  at  Penclacwydd  during  May;  in 
2004:  120  at  Cefn  Padrig  on  8th  May. 

CURLEW  N.  arquata  GYLFINIR 

(C)  A  fairly  abundant  and  widespread  but  declining  breeding  species  throughout  most  of  Wales 
but  local  in  Pembroke  and  the  coastal  fringe  of  south  Wales.  It  is  an  abundant  winter  visitor  to 
coastal  areas,  where  small  numbers  are  present  all  year  round.  Very  small  numbers  winter 
inland. 


Occurs  in  all  Welsh  estuaries  and  the  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  500  at 
least  once)  are  tabulated. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May- 

June 

July 

Aug 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GWENT 

Undy 

478 

600 

300 

200 

32 

40 

418 

461 

472 

325 

581 

553 

GOWER-' 

Whiteford 

645 

360 

300 

32 

5 

80 

233 

440 

287 

552 

520 

270 

Llanrhidian/Crofty 

222 

241 

426 

158 

6 

18 

355 

606 

367 

209 

470 

Total  Burry  S 
CARMARTHEN 

645 

985 

1155 

315 

15 

115 

735 

1400 

1990 

1420 

1320 

540 

Penclacwydd 

21 

11 

416 

14 

24 

300 

1700 

1300 

671 

464 

350 

259 

PEMBROKE 
Cleddau  Est. 
CEREDIGION 

683 

449 

344 

179 

1869 

455 

565 

512 

724 

Dyfi  Est. 

394 

502 

432 

461 

82 

106 

347 

492 

698 

902 

555 

574 
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Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

CAERNARFON 

Traeth  Lafan 

1464 

350 

20 

1800 

3243 

882 

1014 

1800 

FLINT 

Point  of  Air 

300 

150 

300 

250 

1A 

200 

1000 

1000 

800 

400 

400 

130 

CARMARTHEN 

2005  TTG 

347 

333 

303 

927 

603 

461 

341 

2004  TTG 

597 

445 

All 

489 

472 

436 

475 

Large  counts  elsewhere  were:  GOWER:  476  at  Weobley  on  1st  Feb.  with  1,046  here  on  5th  Sept. 

Records  of  breeding  or  possible  breeding  were:  GWENT:  The  only  positive  breeding  record 
was  of  a  female  with  three  juveniles  seen  at  Llanllowell  on  .  17th  June.  Distraction  display  was 
observed  at  Llanwenarth  on  14  June  and  a  single  bird  was  watched  displaying  at  Gwemesney 
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on  14  March;  E.  GLAMORGAN:  No  confirmed  breeding  records  although  juvs  were  seen  at 
Rhigos  on  27th  May  suggesting  breeding  nearby,  display  was  observed  at  Rhaislas,  and  pairs 
were  in  suitable  habitat  in  spring/early  summer  at  Merthyr  common  on  13th  Apr,  Blaencynon 
SAC  on  15th  Apr.  1  was  flushed  from  a  field  at  Foel-y-Dyffryn  -  Maesteg  on  23,d  Apr,  Gelligaer 
common  on  26  Apr,  and  Pen  Heol  Adam  -  Bargoed  on  20  May,  and  at  Mynydd  Eglwysilan 
during  the  breeding  season,  but  no  breeding  was  observed:  PEMBROKE:  9  breeding  pairs  on 
Skomer  was  the  highest  number  since  1998.  All  had  broods;  the  number  fledged  unknown;  8 
pairs  at  7  sites  in  CEREDIGION,  and  10  pairs  at  Cors  Caron;  BRECON:  At  least  22  pairs  were 
noted  on  breeding  sites  south  of  the  Epynt  from  24th  March,  and  a  further  6  pairs  found  on  the 
Army  training  area  in  late-May.  No  records  came  from  the  north  of  the  county  during  the 
breeding  season,  but  there  is  thought  to  be  a  remnant  population.  Breeding  success  is  not 
known,  but  7  birds  in  the  Rachfynydd  area  (Llanddew)  on  23ui  June  were  thought  to  have  been 
failed  breeders,  and  15  birds  at  Brechfa  on  29th  -30th  July  included  3  juvs.  A  pair  at  Cradoc  also 
raised  young;  32  pairs  found  in  RADNOR;  2  possbile  breeding  pairs  at  Lake  Vymwy, 
MONTGOMERY;  MEIRIONNYDD:  Two  pairs  in  the  Llyn  Mynyllod  area  on  31s'  May,  one 
heard  on  farmland  at  Cors  y  Sarnau  NWWT  reserve  on  the  same  date  and  3  pairs  on  the 
Migneint  in  the  breeding  season  (not  a  full  survey);  CAERNARFON:  There  was  one  bubbling 
at  Rhiwlas  on  13th  and  19th  April.  Other  birds  in  probable  breeding  locations  included  one  at 
Hen  Ardd,  Carreg  y  Gath,  Rhiwlas  on  7th  March,  two  males  on  Gwaen  Gynfi  on  4th  April  and 
24th  May  and  one  above  Capel  Curig  on  10th  June.  A  survey  of  the  Caernarfon  part  of  the 
Migneint  found  3-4  pairs  in  suitable  breeding  habitat;  DENBIGH:  Records  of  possible  breeding 
birds  were  again  mainly  from  the  Ruabon  Mountain  area.  The  first  bird  of  spring  was  recorded 
on  8th  March  with  4  birds  at  Penycae,  with  9  on  9th  March.  6  birds  were  seen  at  Penycae, 
including  juvenile  birds  on  3rd  July.  Capel  Siloam  may  have  also  been  a  breeding  site  with  3 
birds  seen  on  30  April  and  5  birds  seen  on  1 1  June;  FLINT:  2  birds  were  seen  at  Buckley  on 
16th  April,  Fenn’s  Moss  held  5  birds  on  10th  May,  two  at  Hendre  on  24th  May,  8  birds  here  on 
19th  June,  15  on  22nd  June  and  the  last  record  of  the  season  of  5+  birds  on  2nd  July. 
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SPOTTED  REDSHANK  Tringa  erythropus  PIBYDD  COESGOCH  MANNOG 

(B)  An  uncommon  but  regular  passage  migrant  to  coastal  counties  chiefly  in  autumn.  Small 
numbers  over-winter  on  the  Dee,  Burry  and  Cleddau.  Rare  inland. 

Monthly  max.  were: 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

s 

o 

N 

D 

GWENT 

1 

1 

5 

3 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

1 

GOWER 

2 

2 

4 

4 

CARMARTHEN 

7 

6 

7 

5 

3 

7 

14 

1 1 

7 

5 

Penclacwydd 

5 

6 

7 

5 

3 

7 

12 

10 

7 

5 

PEMBROKE 

8 

3 

1 

1 

3 

5 

3 

CEREDIGION 

2 

1 

I 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

MONTGOMERY 

1 

MEIRIONNYDD 

CAERNARFON 

1 

2 

2 

1 

2 

J 

ANGLESEY 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

FLINTSHIRE 

9 

4 

4 

1 

5 

3 

7 

10 

11 

14 

7 

10 

Connah's  Q/Oak 

9 

4 

4 

1 

5 

3 

6 

8 

11 

14 

7 

10 

Other  winter  records  were:  CARMARTHEN:  One  at  Llansteffan  on  19th  Jan.  and  one  at 
Laugharne  on  29th  Jan.;  PEMBROKE:  Three  at  Landshipping  Quay  on  2nd  Jan,  2  here  on  4th  & 
19th  Jan,  3  on  18th  Feb.  Singles  at  Castle  Pill  on  9th  Jan,  Teifi  Est.  on  14lh  Jan.  and  Llangwm  Pill 
on  30th  Jan.,  with  two  at  Sandy  Haven  on  12th  Jan..  In  the  second  winter  period,  one  at  Castle 
Pill  on  15th  Dec.  and  two  at  Landshipping  Quay  on  16th  and  19th  Dec.;  in  CEREDIGION:  at 
Ynyshir  3rd  Jan.  -  17th  Apr.  and  8th  Oct.  -  31st  Dec.  and  at  Teifi  Est.  14th  Jan.;  CAERNARFON: 
There  was  one  in  Foryd  Bay  in  January  and  two  here  through  February  and  March; 
ANGLESEY:  One  at  Malltraeth  on  5th  and  17th  Jan.  and  18th  Feb.  and  one  at  the  Braint  estuary 
on  7th  and  29th  Jan..  In  the  second  winter  period  there  was  one  at  the  Braint  estuary  on  1st  Dec. 

Additional  records  from  CARMARTHEN:  in  2005:  max.  8  at  Penclacwydd  in  October;  in 
2004:  up  to  3  wintered  at  Penclacwydd,  Jnuary  -  26th  Mar.,  singles  from  26lh  June,  max.  6  on 
3rd  &  26th  Oct.  5  still  there  21st  Nov  and  2  on  22nd  Dec. 

REDSHANK  T.  totanus  PIBYDD  COESGOCH 

(C)  A  scarce  and  declining  breeding  species,  confined  chiefly  to  salt-marshes  but  with  a  few 
pairs  inland.  Abundant  wintering  population. 

Occurs  in  all  Welsh  estuaries  and  the  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  300  at 
least  once)  were: 
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CARM. 

2005  TTG  371  364  449  815  688  547  644 

2004  TTG  215  522  543  435  411  831  404 

Other  large  counts  were:  E.  GLAMORGAN:  300  at  Cardiff  foreshore  on  Pl  Jan.;  GOWER:  300 
south  of  Loughor  Bridge  on  7lh  Dec;  FLINT:  Connah's  Quay  NR  held  2,000+  birds  on  28th 
Aug.,  12th  Sept,  and  9th  Oct.,  while  Oakenholt  Marsh  Reserve  had  peak  counts  of  1,000  birds  on 
22nd  and  24th  Aug.  and  1 1th  Sept..  Point  of  Ayr  had  300  birds  on  16th  April. 

Records  of  breeding  or  possible  breeding  were:  GWENT:  One  pair  appeared  to  be  breeding  at 
Caerleon  on  13th  April  and  two  half-grown  young  were  seen  at  Goldcliff  lagoons  on  8th  July;  57 
pairs  bred  at  Ynyshir,  CEREDIGION  and  4-5  pairs  at  Cors  Caron;  MEIRIONNYDD:  3-4 
breeding  pairs  in  June  on  the  Dyfi  Est.  at  Penmaen  Isa  saltings;  CAERNARFON:  There  were 
two  juveniles  at  Morfa  Madryn  on  26lh  June  and  17th  July. 


Additional  breeding  information  from  CARMARTHEN:  2005:  3  pairs  bred  at  Penclacwydd, 
rearing  4y;  in  2004:  7  pairs  bred  at  Penclacwydd  and  another  pair  present  at  Pentre  Davis. 


GREENSHANK  T.  nebularia  PIBYDD  COESWERDD 

(C)  Locally  common  in  coastal  areas  on  passage,  chiefly  in  autumn.  Small  numbers  over-winter 
on  Anglesey,  Caernarfon,  Glamorgan  and  Pembroke.  It  is  uncommon  inland. 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  20  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  below: 
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Other  winter  records  were:  GWENT:  A  single  at  Gaer  Park  Lane,  Newport  on  5  Feb.; 
GOWER:  singles  at  Penclawdd  on  many  dates  up  to  16th  March,  2  at  Upper  Loughor  on  27lh 
Jan.  and  2  at  Landimore  on  5th  March.  In  the  second  winter  period,  one  at  Penclawdd  Pill  on 
17th  Dec.;  CARMARTHEN:  One  at  Kidwelly  Quay  on  3rd  Jan.  and  one  in  the  Loughor  est.  on 
1 1th  Jan.;  PEMBROKE:  Singles  at  the  Teifi  Est.  on  7th,  14th  and  21st  Jan. with  2  on  19  Feb;  2 
here  on  17th  Dec.  with  one  on  the  21st;  one  at  Geliy  on  19th  Dec;  one  over-wintered  at  Ynyshir, 
CEREDIGION;  CAERNARFON:  Up  to  7  birds  were  regular  at  Aber  Ogwen  in  the  first  winter 
period  with  up  to  12  here  in  the  second  winter  period.  There  were  6  at  Y  Foryd  in  the  first 
winter  period  and  a  max  here  of  1 1  in  November  and  6  in  December.  There  was  one  at  Pwllheli 
on  2nd  Jan.  and  one  at  Conwy  RSPB  in  December;  ANGLESEY:  one  at  the  Braint  estuary  on 
7th  Jan.,  one  at  Wem-y-Wylan  on  15th  Jan.,  two  in  Red  Wharf  Bay  in  January,  singles  at  the 
Alaw  estuary  in  January  and  at  Malltraeth  from  Jan.  to  March,  and  a  max  of  3  at  Aberffraw  on 
many  dayes  in  Jan.  and  Feb..  In  the  second  winter  period  there  was  one  at  Cemlyn  in  December 
and  one  at  Cymyran  on  18th  Dec.;  FLINT:  Oakenholt  Marsh  held  2+  birds  on  15th  and  18th  Jan., 
Point  of  Ayr  had  singles  in  Jan.  and  Dec.. 


Other  large  counts  were:  FLINT:  Oakenholt  Marsh  held  23  birds  on  24lh  Aug.,  Connah's  Quay 
NR  had  a  peak  count  of  29  on  20th  Sept.. 
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Inland  records  were:  BRECON:  A  single  on  the  Sailing  Club  meadow,  Llangorse  on  3'd  April 
was  the  only  spring  record.  In  the  autumn,  singles  were  at  Glasbury  on  16  August,  Pentwyn  on 
18th  and  Llangasty  on  19th-20lh  Aug.;  in  MONTGOMERY:  2  at  Dolydd  Hafren  on  5lh  Sept.; 
ANGLESEY:  One  at  Llyn  Cefni  on  29th  Aug.  and  one  at  Llyn  Traffwll  on  7th  Sept. 

Approximate  monthly  totals  were: 
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Additional  large  counts  from  CARMARTHEN:  in  2005:  31  at  Penclacwydd  in  September;  in 
2004:  34  at  Penclacwydd  in  August  &  September. 


GREEN  SANDPIPER  T.  ochropus  PIBYDD  GWYRDD 

(C)  A  regular  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor  in  small  numbers  to  all  counties.  Approximate 
monthly  totals  were: 
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Wintering  records  were:  GWENT:  Singles  were  seen  at  Bulmore  lakes  on  2nd  Jan,  Caerleon  on 
22nd  Jan  and  26th  Feb,  Whitson  on  23ul  Jan,  The  Bryn  on  24lh,  Goldcliff  lagoons  on  6th  Feb, 
Gobion  on  23ul  Feb  through  to  23rd  Mar..  In  the  second  winter  period:  singles  were  found  at 
Gobion  on  2nd  and  9lh  Nov,  at  Goldcliff  lagoons  on  26th,  Caerleon  on  3ld  Dec,  The  Moorings  on 
15lh,.Llanwem  steelworks  on  21sl  and  Goldcliff  Pill  on  22nd  .  Three  were  reported  on  the  River 
Monnow  near  Llangua  on  6th  Dec.;  E.  GLAMORGAN:  4  on  R.  Ely  at  Pendoylan  in  Jan.,  two 
here  and  one  at  Miskin  in  Feb.,  1  at  Ogmore  rivermouth  on  7th  Jan..  In  the  second  winter 
period,  4  at  Pendoylan  in  Dec.  with  singles  at  Portobello  Island  and  Watermill  -  Ogmore,  1  at 
Cors  Crychydd  Reen  -  Lamby  on  2nd  and  7th  Nov  with  2  there  on  26th,  and  1  at  Faendre  Reen  nr 
Hendre  Lake  on  21st  Dec.;  CARMARTHEN:  Two  at  Ashpits  Pond  on  8th  Jan.,  one  at  Hendy, 
River  Loughor  on  12th  Jan,  one  at  Gian  Tywi  on  29th  Jan.,  one  at  Llanarthne  on  the  3El ,  one  at 
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Dryslwyn  Bridge  on  2nd  Feb.,  two  at  Cilsan  Bridge  and  one  at  Pentre  Dafis  on  19th  Feb.  and 
two  on  the  Tywi  at  Carmarthen  on  2Cl  Feb.  In  the  second  winter  period  there  was  one  at  Pentre 
Dafis  on  5lh  Nov.  and  23rd  Dec.;  PEMBROKE:  Singles  recorded  in  Jan,  and  Feb.  from 
Blackpool  Mill,  Millin  and  Minwear;  one  Blackpool  Mill  23rd  Dec.;  on  Afon  Clettwr, 
CEREDIGION  in  both  winter  periods;  BRECON:  Two  were  at  Scethrog  on  28th  Jan.  with  a 
single  there  on  25th  March,  and  a  bird  was  above  Glasbury  on  several  dates  in  Nov; 
ANGLESEY:  One  at  Cemlyn  on  17th  Dec. 

WOOD  SANDPIPER  T.  gl areola  PIBYDD  Y  GRAEAN 

(B)  A  scarce  passage  migrant  recorded  in  every  county,  principally  in  the  autumn  but  with  a 
scattering  of  spring  records. 

GWENT:  Three  records,  all  of  single  birds:  at  Goldcliff  lagoons  during  4th  -10th  Aug  and  25th- 
28th  Aug  and  at  the  nearby  Llanwern  steelworks  site  during  7th- 1 6th  Aug.;  CARMARTHEN:  A 
single  at  Coedbach,  Kidwelly  on  24th-26th  Sept,  and  11th  Oct.;  PEMBROKE:  One  at  North 
Pond,  Skomer  on  25th  Aug.;  in  CEREDIGION:  at  Cors  Caron  on  30th  Apr.  ,  Ynyshir  on  28th 
May  and  Afon  Clettwr  on  16th  July;  BRECONSHIRE:  A  calling  bird  was  heard  at  Llangasty  on 
6th  Aug.;  MONTGOMERY:  at  Dolydd  Hafren  on  2nd  July  &  31st  Aug.;  MEIRIONNYDD:  One 
on  the  Cob  Pools,  Porthmadog  on  2E'  Aug.;  CAERNARFON:  There  was  one  on  Bardsey  on  7th 
Aug.  (SDS),  one  at  Foryd  on  3rd  and  5th  Sept,  and  one  on  the  Glaslyn  on  27th  Aug  ; 
ANGLESEY:  There  was  one  on  the  pond  at  Mynachdy  on  5  Aug.  and  one  was  heard  at  the 
Inland  Sea  on  5th  Sept.;  FLINTSHIRE:  One  record  of  a  single  bird  at  Inner  Marsh  Farm  on  4th 
May. 

Correction  to  2005  report:  E.  GLAMORGAN:  the  bird  at  Cardiff  Bay  wetland  on  4th  Aug,  was 
in  2004,  not  2005.  Additional  records  at  Penclacwydd,  CARMARTHEN  on  9th  Aug.  and  1st 
Sept.  2004. 

COMMON  SANDPIPER  Act  it  is  hypoleucos  PIBYDD  Y  DORLAN 

(C)  A  summer  visitor  that  breeds  in  all  counties  except  Pembroke,  albeit  sporadically  on 
Anglesey  and  Flint.  Very  small  numbers  over-winter. 

Records  of  winter  ing  or  possibly  wintering  birds  were  GWENT:  Two  at  Caerleon  in  Jan.  with  a 
single  here  in  Nov.  and  Dec.;  E.  GLAMORGAN:  2  at  R.  Rhymney  -  Lamby  Way  on  8th  Dec 
and  1  at  Barry  Docks  on  18th  Dec.;  GOWER:  Mainly  singles  recorded  in  the  Burry  Inlet  in  the 
first  winter  period,  mainly  at  Penclawdd  but  also  Landimore  and  Morfa  Goch,  max  2  at 
Penclawdd  on  21st  Jan.,  also  wintering  on  the  tidal  Afan  Jan  -  March,  max  3  on  14th  Feb.  In  the 
second  winter  period  mainly  singles  at  Penclawdd  and  Morfa  Goch  between  5th  Nov.  and  26th 
Dec.,  max.  2  on  6th  Nov.,  and  one  on  the  tidal  Afan  on  9th  Dec.;  CARMARTHEN:  One  at 
Hendy  on  the  River  Loughor  on  12th  Jan.,  one  on  the  Tywi  at  Carmarthen  on  the  15th,  with  3 
there  on  21st  Feb.,  one  at  Pentre  Dafis  on  the  28th  Jan.  with  two  there  on  19th  Feb.,  2  at 
Llanarthne  on  31st  Jan.;  PEMBROKE:  Singles  at  Blackpool  Mill  on  6th  Jan,  Cresswell  on  6th 
Jan,  Ramsey  on  6th  Jan,  Haverfordwest  on  9th  Jan.  and  1st  March,  Minwear  on  17th  Jan.,  Gann 
on  18th  and  26th  Feb,  Picton  Pt  28th  Feb,;  one  at  Slebech  on  17th  Nov,  2  there  on  3rd  Dec., 
singles  at  Landshipping  on  24th  Nov.  and  Cresswell  on  18th- 19th  Dec.;  at  Ynyshir, 
CEREDIGION  in  both  periods;  BRECON:  Glasbury  was  the  only  site  to  provide  winter 
records;  a  single  noted  on  4th  February  and  9th  March;  one  William  Condry  Reserve, 
MONTGOMERY  on  20th  Nov.;  CAERNARFON:  There  was  one  at  the  usual  wintering  site  at 
Tal  y  Cafn  on  Afon  Conwy  on  8th  Jan.;  ANGLESEY:  A  single  at  Church  Island  on  15th  Jan.; 
FLINT:  One  at  Rhuddlan  on  1st  Dec. 
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Breeding  records  for  this  species  are  incomplete.  GWENT:  Two  pairs  bred  successfully  at 
Llanwenarth;  E.  GLAMORGAN:  There  were  no  confirmed  breeding  reports  although  max  2 
pairs  were  reported  as  being  on  territory  at  Llwyn-on  Res  on  7lh  May  and  1 8lh  Jun,  and  a  pair  at 
Nant  Gwinau  Forest  on  15th  Jul.;  GOWER:  One  pair  at  the  former  Felindre  Tinplate  Works 
behaving  as  if  with  nest  and  eggs  on  7  June,  and  an  adult  at  Borrow  Pit  lakes  behaving  as  if 
with  chicks  on  23ld  June;  BRECON:  Ten  birds  were  back  on  the  Scethrog  -  Pencelli  stretch  of 
the  River  Usk  by  15th  April,  with  4  at  Llangasty  on  the  18th  and  23rd.  Eleven  territories  were 
identified  for  the  BTO  Waterways  Bird  Survey  on  the  River  Usk,  Llansantffraed  -  Pencelli,  but 
most  first  clutches  had  been  washed  away  by  high  river  levels  by  late  May.  At  Glasbury,  three 
pairs  were  present  with  some  breeding  success,  with  another  pair  downstream  near  Hay 
outcome  unknown.  Two  pairs  on  the  Afon  Llia  (Ystradfellte)  nested,  two  pairs  on  the  river  at 
Brecon  nested  with  at  least  one  successful,  and  a  pair  at  Talybont  Reservoir  raised  two  young; 
MEIRIONNYDD:  Birds  at  suitable  breeding  locations  were  3  on  Tal  y  Llyn  on  30th  Apr.,  6  on 
Llyn  Tegid  on  8th  May.,  3  on  Broadwater  on  12th  May  and  5  birds  at  Llyn  Trawsfynydd  on  5th 
June.  There  were  4  pairs  on  the  Migneint  in  suitable  breeding  habitat,  (not  a  full  survey); 
CAERNARFON:  There  were  two  pairs  at  Llyn  Eigiau  on  23rd  April  and  3  pairs  at  Llyn  Conwy 
on  17  June,  two  of  them  giving  alarm  calls.  Two  pairs  were  giving  alarm  calls  at  Llyn  Ogwen 
on  14th  and  18th  July,  and  there  was  one  at  Llyn  Geirionnydd  on  31s1  April  and  one  at  Llyn 
Idwal  on  15th  July.  There  were  two  in  Nant  Ffrancon  on  15th  April  and  6th  June  and  two  in  Cwm 
Eigiau  on  7th  June.  There  was  a  pair  with  a  juvenile  at  Pwllheli  harbour  on  17th  July; 
DENBIGH:  Breeding  was  proven  at  Dolwen  reservoir  where  a  pair  were  seen  with  3  chicks  on 
13th  July.  There  was  a  peak  of  4  birds  at  Llyn  Brenig  on  3rd  July. 

Passage  was  recorded  from  16th  March  and  until  10th  Oct.  Passage  max.  GWENT:  A  max  of  9 
at  Peterstone  Wentlooge  in  July;  GOWER:  A  remarkable  spring  passage  max  of  41  at  Eglwys 
Nunydd  Reservoir  on  20lh  April.  On  return  passage  8  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Reservoir  on  8th  July 
and  7th  Aug.,  21  at  Blackpill  on  21st  July,  7  south  of  Loughor  Bridge  on  23ld  July,  8  on  the  tidal 
Afan  on  12th  Aug.;  E.  GLAMORGAN:  On  spring  passage  max  27  in  the  Ogmore  Est  and  18  at 
Kenfig  Pool  in  April,  on  return  passage  22  at  Kenfig  Pool  in  July;  CARMARTHEN:  5  at 
Penclacwydd  on  15th  Aug.;  PEMBROKE:  11  at  Haverfordwest  on  16th  Mar.  and  12  at  the 
Nevem  Est  on  21sl  Apr.;  on  return  passage  12  at  the  Nevern  Est  on  14th  July,  15  at  the  Teifi  Est 
on  22nd  July,  47  at  the  Cleddau  complex  26lll-27lh  July;  CEREDIGION:  1 1  at  Aberystwyth  on 
21st  Apr.  and  15  on  the  Teifi  Est.  on  22nd  July;  CAERNARFON:  15  on  Bardsey  on  the  25th 
July;  ANGLESEY:  A  max  of  13  at  the  Alaw  Estuary  in  July;  FLINT:  Peak  in  the  spring  was  5 
birds  at  Connah's  Quay  NR  on  30lh  April;  peak  in  autumn  was  6  birds  seen  at  Rhuddlan  on  22nd 
Aug., 


TURNSTONE  Arenaria  interpres  CWTIAD  Y  TRAETH 

(C)  An  abundant  wader  on  the  coast,  a  passage  migrant  in  spring  and  autumn  but  most 
numerous  and  widespread  in  winter.  A  few  non-breeding  birds  are  present  throughout  the 
summer.  It  is  rare  inland. 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  50  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  below  as 
available. 
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CARMARTHEN 

Burry  Port  Harb 

10 

30 

50 

20 

72 

150 

Salmon  Scar 

40 

39 

130 

PEMBROKE 

Cleddau  Est. 

29 

21 

13 

33 

10 

58 

51 

CEREDIGION 

Aberaeron 

44 

73 

66 

19 

71 

83 

52 

56 

CAERNARFON 

Bardsey 

48 

19 

27 

5 

60 

62 

119 

65 

Foryd  Bay 

90 

103 

114 

108 

95 

184 

140 

110 

90 

Traeth  Lafan 

16 

35 

138 

36 

21 

ANGLESEY 

Carmel/Wylfa  H. 

43 

47 

46 

26 

22 

10 

13 

35 

46 

59 

61 

47 

DENBIGH 

Llanddulas 

53 

80 

120 

Other  counts  of  50 

or  more  were:  CAERNARFON:  51  on  the  shore  at  Caernarfon 

on  2nd 

Oct.; 

DENBIGH:  100  at  Pensarn  on  12th  Aug.  and  82  at  Rhyl  Harbour  on  22nd  Sept. 

A  total  of  55  passed  Strumble  Head  PEMBROKE  on  16  dates  from  9th  Aug  to  22nd  Sept;  maxa 
10  on  3rd  and  22nd  Sept. 

Additional  large  counts  from  CARMARTHEN:  in  2005:  150  at  Burry  Port  on  4th  Sept.;  in 
2004:  200  at  Burry  Port  23rd  Sept,  20th  &  30th  Oct. 

RED-NECKED  PHALAROPE  Phalaropus  lobatus  LLYDANDROED  GYDDFGOCH 

(A)  A  rare  and  sporadic  visitor,  March  -  December. 

GWENT:  A  single  bird  was  present  at  Goldcliff  lagoons  on  15th  Aug.  ANGLESEY:  A  summer 
plumage  female  was  at  Cemlyn  on  8th  June. 

GREY  PHALAROPE  P.  fulicarius  LL  YDANDROED  LL  WYD 

( B )  An  uncommon  and  irregular  passage  migrant,  predominantly  to  coastal  areas  and  in  the 
period  September  -  October. 

All  records  were  of  singles  unless  stated:  E.  GLAMORGAN:  on  the  R.  Taff  in  central  Cardiff 
on  28th  Sept.;  GOWER:  at  Salthouse  Pill  on  28th  Dec.;  CARMARTHEN:  at  Penclacwydd 
WWT  on  15th  &  28,h  Dec.  and  at  Llanelli  Beach  on  28th  Dec.;  PEMBROKE:  past  Strumble 
Head  on  7th  Sept  &  7th  Oct.;  CEREDIGION  off  Llanrhystud  on  30th  Dec.;  ANGLESEY:  past 
Wylfa  Head  on  3ld  Sept. 

Additional  records  from  CARMARTHEN  in  2005:  2  at  Machynys  Golf  Club  Pools  on  27lh 
Aug.  and  one  at  Kidweli  Quay  18th  -  21st  Nov. 

POMARINE  SKUA  Stercorarius  pomarinus  SGIWEN  FRECH 

(B)  A  fairly  common  and  increasing  passage  migrant  to  coastal  areas,  particularly  in  autumn. 
There  was  one  winter  record,  one  close  inshore  off  Penrhyn  Bay,  CAERNARFON  during  a 
NW  gale  on  Jan.  8th.  In  spring,  singles  unless  stated:  off  Tutt  Head,  GOWER  on  20th  May; 
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Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE  on  3Ri  Apr.;  off  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON,  2  on  8lh  May  and  one 
on  the  13th;  off  The  Range,  ANGLESEY  on  27th  Apr.  &  1st  May. 

A  summary  of  monthly  autumn  totals  from  the  main  sites  is  tabulated  below: 


July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct.  Dec. 

GOWER 

Worm’s  Head 

PEMBROKE 

Strumble  Head 

12 

16 

21,  max  8  on  7th 

CEREDIGION 

New  Quay  Head 

1 

1 

Borth 

1 

Aberaeron 

2  on  the  6th 

MEIRIONNYDD 

Tonfanau 

1 

CAERNARFON 

Little  Orme 

2 

Bardsey 

2 

Porth  Ysgaden 

1 

ANGLESEY 

Point  Lynas 

2 

1 

Holyhead 

1 

Wylfa 

1 

4 

Additional  records  from  CARMARTHEN  in  2004:  6  at  River  Loughor  on  6th  May  and  4  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Burry  Inlet  on  the  same  day. 


ARCTIC  SKUA  Stercorarius  parasiticus  SGIWEN  Y  GOGLEDD 

(B)  Passage  bird  off  coastal  counties;  scarce  in  spring,  more  numerous  in  autumn,  numbers 
recorded  probably  being  closely  correlated  with  the  intensity  of  effort  in  sea-watching. 

In  December  there  were  singles  at:  Goldcliff,  GWENT  on  the  9th;  off  E.  GLAMORGAN:  off 
Porthcawl  and  then  Sker  Rocks  on  3ld,  at  Lavernock  Point  on  5th  and  another  on  7lh,  off 
Porthcawl  the  same  day,  and  another  there  on  14th;  off  Tonfanau,  MEIRIONNYDD  on  the  4lh; 
off  Criccieth,  CAERNARFON  on  the  3rd. 

Spring  records,  singles  unless  stated,  included:  in  GWENT:  at  Goldcliff,  two  on  28th  Mar.  &  a 
single  20th  May;  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  off  Porthcawl  on  2nd  Apr.  and  on  18th  &  19th  May,  with 
3  there  on  the  24th  and  off  Cardiff  foreshore  3  on  21st  May;  off  the  GOWER:  at  Port  Eynon  7th 
&  18th  May  and  2  off  Tutt  Head  on  the  19th;in  PEMBROKE  off  St.  GovaiTs  Head  on  22nd  Apr. 
and  off  Broad  Haven  (S)  on  9th  May;  off  CEREDIGION:  at  Ynyslas  on  14th  Apr.,  2  off  New 
Quay  Head  on  20lh  May  and  one  on  29th  and  at  Ynyshir  on  12th  June;  off  ANGLESEY:  off  The 
Range  on  23ul  April,  two  on  1st  May,  singles  on  20th  and  23ld  May  and  two  on  the  24th,  in 
Holyhead  Bay  on  19th  May,  off  Cemlyn  on  3,d  June  and  off  Point  Lynas  in  June;  DENBIGH  at 
Towyn  8th  June,  another  13th  June;  FLINT:  off  Gronant  1st  May. 

A  summary  of  monthly  autumn  totals  from  the  main  sites  is  tabulated  below: 


July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

Porthcawl 

1 

1 

Elsehwere 

1 

2 

2 

GOWER 

4 

CARMARTHEN 

2 

PEMBROKE 

Strumble  Head 

149 

234,  max.  34  on  4th 

52 

Elsewhere 

1 

3 

9 

16 

CEREDIGION 

14 

MEIRIONNYDD 

Tonfanau 

2 

2 

8 

CAERNARFON 

Bardsey 

1 1  + 

18  on  28th 

5 

Little  Orme 

34,  max.  20  on  7th 

Elsewhere 

9 

9 
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Julv 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

ANGLESEY 

Point  Lynas 
South  Stack 

1 

12 

11 

13 

Cemlyn  /  Carmel  Head 

1 

15 

19 

1 

Penmon 

9 

7 

1 

Elsewhere 

1 

2 

1 

1 

DENBIGH 

Towyn 

Pensam 

3 

1 

3 

FLINT 

Point  of  Air 

3 

3 

Additional  records  from  CARMARTHEN  in  2004,  singles:  off  Llanelli  3Ki  Apr.,  Pembrey  17th 
&  19th. 


LONG-TAILED  SKUA  Stercorarius  longicaudus  SGIWEN LOSTFAIN 

(A)  An  uncommon  visitor  recorded  chiefly  along  the  western  seaboard  during  westerly  gales, 
spring  records  are  very  infrequent. 

All  records  were  of  singles  unless  stated:  off  GOWER:  an  adult  at  Tutt  Head  on  19th  May  and 
an  immature  of  Penclawdd  on  3ld  Dec;  off  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE  juveniles  on  24th  & 
28th  Aug.,  11th  &  18th  Sept.  &  6th  Oct.;  in  MEIRIONNYDD  3  immatures  were  with  2  Arctic 
Skuas  at  the  mouth  of  the  Dyfi  on  26th  July,  later  seen  chasing  a  dog  up  Ynyslas  beach;  a  juv. 
off  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  19th  Sept.;  off  ANGLESEY  off  Wylfa  Head  on  12th  Aug.,  a 
juv.  passed  Carmel  Head  on  24th  Aug.  and  an  adult  passed  Point  Lynas  on  30th  Aug. 

Additional  records  from  Point  of  Air,  FLINT,  singles  1st  Oct.  2005  and  21st  Sept.  2004. 


GREAT  SKUA  Catharacta  skua  SGIWEN  FA  WR 

(B)  Regularly  recorded  on  autumn  passage  along  the  west  coast  where  small  numbers  are 
also  seen  in  winter  and  spring.  Numbers  vary  annually,  the  highest  counts  dependent  on  the 
strength  and  frequency  of  onshore  gales. 

Spring  records,  of  singles  unless  stated,  include:  GWENT:  off  Goldcliff  two  on  28  1  Mar.,  and 
one  20th  May;  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  off  Cardiff  foreshore  on  31st  Mar.  and  off  Kenfig  Sands 
on  18th  May  and  Sker  Point  on  the  19th;  off  Grassholm,  PEMBROKE  on  2nd  June;  off 
Aberystwyth,  CEREDIGION  on  lsl  May  and  off  New  Quay  Head  on  20th  May;  in 
CAERNARFON:  off  Criccieth  on  27th  Mar.  and  off  Bardsey  on  14th  Apr.  &  1st  May;  on 
ANGLESEY:  off  the  Range  on  17th  and  27th  Apr.,  two  on  the  30th  and  three  on  1st  May,  off 
Cemlyn  on  the  22nd  June;  off  Prestatyn,  FLINT  on  20th  May. 


A  summary  of  monthly  autumn  totals  from  the  main  sites  is  tabulated  below: 

Julv  Aue.  SeDl.  Oct. 

GWENT 

EAST  GLAMORGAN  Sker  1 

Porthcawl 


GOWER 

PEMBROKE 


Cardiff  Heliport 
Elsewhere 

Strumble  Head 


Ramsey 

Elsewhere 

CEREDIGION 
MEIRIONNYDD 
CAERNARFON  Little  Orme 


1 

68,  max  15  on  27th 

1 


1 

65 

29,  max.  13  on  2nd 
4 


20 

2 

3 


2 


7 


Nov. 


1 


Dec. 

9 

4 
35 

5 


3 

1 

6 

2 
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Jlllv 


Seat. 


Nov. 


Aue. 


Bardsey  4 

Elsewhere  1 

Criccieth  /  Borth  y  Gest 

ANGLESEY  Point  Lynas  5 

Carmel  Head  /  Cemlyn  /  Wylfa  1 

South  Stack 

Penmon  Point  2 

Elsewhere 

FLINT  Point  of  Air 


Oct. 

14 


7 

1 


Dec. 

1 


3-4 

1 


The  December  storms  produced  many  records  in  the  SE,  with  the  largest  counts  off  Cardiff 
Heliport,  including  16  on  the  8th,  7  on  13th  and  6  on  15th. 


One  off  Burry  Inlet,  CARMARTHEN  on  6th  May  2004. 

LAUGHING  GULL  Lams  atricilla  GWYLAN  CHWERTHINOG 

(A)  Vagrant. 

After  the  November  2005  influx,  three  1st  w  individuals  remained  into  2006,  at:  Ogmore 
Estuary,  E.  GLAMORGAN  until  13lh  Jan.,  at  Sandy  water  Park,  CARMARTHEN  on  3rd  Jan. 
and  at  Porthmadog,  CAERNARFON  /  MERIRIONNYDD  until  4th  Apr. 


MEDITERRANEAN  GULL  Lams  melanocephalus  GWYLAN  MO R  Y  CANOLDIR 

(B)  An  increasingly  common  visitor,  chiefly  to  coastal  counties  at  all  times  of  the  year.  Rare 
inland. 

Once  again  a  large  volume  of  records  was  received  for  this  species.  The  table  shows  the  max 
day  counts  per  month  from  the  main  recording  sites.  Each  sites  count  represents  different 
individuals  &  covers  all  ages.  Some  long  stayers  may  show  in  more  than  one  month's  total  & 
due  to  movement  between  sites,  may  show  in  the  figures  for  more  than  one  site.  Where-ever 
possible  records  have  been  split  into  the  different  ages  (number  of  adults  /  number  of  2nd  years  / 
number  of  1st  years  /  number  of  juveniles): 
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J. 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

5 

O 

N 

D 

GWENT 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

E.  GLAM. 

Cardiff  Bay 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Cardiff  Hel. 

- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Kenfig  Pool 

14 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

3 

7 

1 

Ogmore  R 

1 

1 

2 

'  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

-5 

J 

Porthcawl 

4 

4 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

5 

2 

2 

4 

Portobello  I 

1 

3 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

5 

Rest  Bay 

4 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Rumney  Gw 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

W/Ogmore 

1 

- 

7 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

2 

GOWER 

Blackpill 

8/1/1 

15/1/1 

2/1/1 

1/-/1 

7/2/17 

36/3/7 

45/2/2 

40/1/1 

25/4/7 

15/2/4 

7/1/2 

/1 

/I 

16 

14 

Bracelet  B. 

17/3/2 

20 

38 

3/2/5 

5/2/1 

20/-/7 

15 

CARM 

Penclac. 

1 

3 

5 

22 

15 

Sandy  WP 

1 

1 

8 

4 

1 

1 

1 

Elsewhere 

5 

1 

3 

5 

2 

PEMB 

Fishguard  h 

5 

1 

1 

7 

27 

9 

8 

7 

8 

Nevern  Est 

1 

1 

1 

2 

5 

10 

3 

1 

2 

Strumble 

1 

1 

18 

5 

5 

2 

The  Gann 

9 

23 

22 

2 

1 

1 

15 

Angle  Bay 

1 

3 

2 

9 

2 

3 

CERE 

2 

1 

4 

7 

2 

39 

24 

52 

74 

4 

12 

BRECON 

MEIR] 

CAER/MEI. 
Porthmadog 
CAERN 
North  Coast 
Conwy 
Glan-y-Mor 
Morfa  Aber 
Llyn 
Bardsey 

ANGLE  6 

Cable  Bay  1 

Cemlyn 
DENBIGH 
FLINT 

2005CARM  1 

2004CARM  1 


12 

? 


31 

1 


18+ 

6 


15 


The  largest  counts  were:  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  14  at  Kenfig  Pool  on  15th  Jan.  and  21  at 
Bracelet  Bay  on  22nd  Jan  comprising  19  ads  and  2  lsl  W;  GOWER:  at  Blackpill,  44  on  30th  July 
(36/3/5),  45  on  9th  Aug.  (all  adults);  in  CEREDIGION:  a  large  build  upin  numbers  atAberaeron 
from  the  end  of  September,  47  by  the  28lh  and  72  there  on  8th  Oct. 

For  the  second  successive  year,  an  adult  in  breeding  plumage  was  present  within  the  Black¬ 
headed  Gull  colony  at  Brechfa  Pool,  BRECON  in  the  period  3'd  -  9th  Apr. 

Colour  ringed  individuals  included:  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  white  darvic  3E40  being  the  most 
frequent,  in  the  Porthcawl  area,  a  green  ringed  bird  at  Kenfig  Pool  on  21st  Jan,  30th  Oct  and  16th 
Nov.,  Belgian  ringed  94X  at  the  Watermill  on  3ld  Mar  and  Polish  ringed  red  7P??  at  the 
Watermill  on  5th  Mar,  3L17  white  left  leg  at  Porthcawl  on  5th  Sept.,  3T10  white  at  Kenfig  Pool 
on  16lh  Nov.,  and  3P21  white  left  leg  at  Portobello  Island  on  18th  Nov.  In  PEMBROKE:  from 
Belgium,  white  3S76  (formerly  green  3HJ6)  departed  Fishguard  Harb  at  the  end  of  January  and 
seen  there  again  13th  Oct.  Also  white  3K95  Haverfordwest  10th  Aug.  Polish  ringed  red  P98 
Nevern  Est  26th  Nov.  Metal  ringed  PRAHA  El  5799  left  Fishguard  Harb  at  the  end  of  January, 
returned  20th  July  &  stayed  to  the  year  end.  This  individual  has  been  an  annual  visitor  since  first 
seen  as  an  Adult  in  2001. 
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LITTLE  GULL  Lams  minutus  GWYLAN  FECHAN 

(B)  A  fairly  common,  sometimes  common  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor  to  the  coast, 
scarce  inland. 


Summary  of  records  by  month  for  each  county: 


J 

F  M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

5 

O 

N 

D 

GWENT 

E.  GLAM.  Else. 

1 

1 

3 

Cardiff  Bay 

3 

4 

Cardiff  Hel. 
Kenfig/Sker 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

Ogmore  Est. 

1 

1 

GOWER 

2 

2 

1 

6 

CARMARTHEN 

2 

1 

1 

3 

PEMB.  Else 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

Strumble  Hd(min) 

5 

9 

14 

1 

3 

CERE. 

1 

9 

4 

1 

1 

31 

BREC.  Llangorse 

1 

2 

MEIRI.  Tonfanau 
CAERN.  Else 

5 

1 

1 

3 

1 

20 

Criccieth 

2 

20+ 

Bardsey 

3 

5 

1 

ANGLE.  Else. 

3 

20 

Cemlyn 

1 

1 

1 

Wylfa 

4 

1 

1 

1 

2 

DENBIGH 

FLINT 

2005  CARM 

2004  CARM 

1  1 

1 

1 

3 

SABINE’S  GULL  Lams  sabini  GWYLAN  SABINE 

(A)  An  uncommon  visitor  to  the  coast  in  autumn,  numbers  vary  according  to  the  frequency  of 
westerly  gales. 

A  2nd  S  was  at  Llandegfedd  Res.,  GWENT  12th  -  13lh  July.  Then  autumn  records,  summarised 
below: 


PEMB. 


August  September  October 

28  29  31  1  3  5  10  15  18  19  24  27  28  29>  30  2  6  7  21 


Strumble  3 
CERE. 

New  Quay 
CAERN. 

Bardsey 

ANGLE. 

P.  Lynas 
Cemlyn  / 

Wylfa 


3  2 


1 


1  1  5 

1  1  1 


tE 

December  gales  brought  individuals  off  New  Quay  Head,  CEREDIGION  on  the  17  ,  off 
Tonfanau,  MEIRIONNYDD  on  the  1 1th,  off  the  ANGLESEY  coast  on  the  9th,  at  Bull  Bay,  Ty’n 
Llan  and  Holyhead  Breakwater  CP. 

Additional  records  from  Point  of  Air,  FLINT:  juv.  1st  Oct.  2005,  in  Sepember  2004  one  on  the 
14th  Sept,  and  2  juvs.  on  the  21st. 
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BLACK-HEADED  GULL  Larus  ridibundus  GWYLAN  BEND  DU 

(C)  A  locally  common  breeding  resident,  scarce  only  in  south  and  south-east  Wales  during  the 
summer  months.  A  common  and  widespread  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor.  Wales  - 
Amber  listed. 

Monthly  max  at  favoured  sites:  400+  at  least  once. 


J 

F 

M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

S 

O 

N 

D 

GWENT 

NWR 

1 

120 

300 

260 

470 

170 

600 

900 

Peterstone  W 

E.  GLAM. 

62 

150 

200 

13 

7 

140 

230 

940 

550 

200 

237 

22 

Ograore  R. 

400 

- 

66 

13 

10 

51 

- 

- 

Ogmore  Est. 

- 

- 

550 

1 

- 

- 

- 

800 

Portobello  i 
GOWER 

800 

1150 

297 

25 

10 

- 

- 

- 

435 

1 

520 

1020 

Blackpill 

3200 

5770 

1890 

35 

7 

119 

1460 

1880 

1795 

2830 

4900 

4100 

Port  Talbot 

1075 

460 

357 

15 

488 

751 

675 

316 

277 

432 

Jersey  Marine 

679 

165 

230 

43 

219 

210 

317 

7 

262 

Burry  (S) 

355 

325 

205 

300 

60 

1110 

4800 

5560 

4910 

1585 

1035 

580 

CARM. 

U.  Loughor 

828 

994 

229 

680 

250 

259 

2245 

3444 

554 

1355 

446 

645 

Penclac. 

284 

345 

260 

307 

150 

424 

1000 

383 

59 

290 

310 

168 

PEMBROKE 
Cleddau  Est. 
BRECON 

1525 

1090 

982 

1772 

4162 

1369 

1093 

Llangorse  L 
CAERN. 

1500 

1100 

1200 

160 

100 

300 

1800 

Bardsey 

200 

1150 

5000 

CARM. 

2005  TTG 

719 

214 

187 

823 

746 

403 

325 

2004  TTG 

491 

367 

121 

806 

1266 

318 

190 

Large  counts  elsewhere,  over  1,000,  included:  400  at  Llandegfedd  Res.,  GWENT  in  January; 
1,000  at  Newton  Point.  -  Porthcawl,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  5th  Dec.;  643  at  Penclawyyd, 
GOWER  on  16th  Jan.,  2,230  there  on  27th  July  and  3,920  on  25th  Aug.,  2,150  at  Weobley  and 
1,820  at  Berthlwyd  on  8th  Sept.;  1,963  at  Llyn  Alaw,  ANGLESEY  on  16th  Jan.;  in  FLINT: 
1,000  at  Connah’s  Quay  26th  Mar.,  1,000  Rhuddlan  17th  Dec.,  1,000  River  Clwyd,  Rhyl  on  28th 
Dec. 

The  only  breeding  information  received  was  as  follows:  in  BRECON:  the  breeding  colony  at 
Brechfa  Pool  held  ca.  300  adults  on  3rd  April,  with  225  still  there  on  13th  April.  It  was  not 
possible  to  establish  the  number  of  nests,  but  70-80  breeding  pairs  were  thought  to  be  present. 
The  first  young  were  noted  from  17  June  when  5  were  present,  and  a  week  later  this  had 
increased  to  16  in  the  company  of  70  adults,  with  another  12  adults  still  sitting  on  eggs.  By 
mid-July  a  further  18  young  were  visible  off  the  nest.  The  other  colony,  at  Login  (Epynt) 
comprised  approximately  80  pairs,  with  26  young  in  the  colony  on  1st  July.  A  number  of  birds 
were  present  at  Llyn  Traeth  Bach,  a  former  breeding  site,  until  at  least  late-April,  but  breeding 
was  not  suspected.  35  prs.  nested  at  Llyn  coed  y  Dinas,  MONTGOMERY;  MEIRIONNYDD: 
There  were  15-16  nests  in  the  breeding  season.  CAERNARFON:  There  were  65  adults  and  at 
least  19  young  at  the  Llyn  Conwy  colony  on  17th  June,  with  an  RSPB  estimate  of  30-35  pairs 
here  (RSPB).  ANGLESEY:  A  total  of  247  pairs  bred  on  the  new  and  main  islands  at  Cemlyn, 
with  a  minimum  of  301  fledglings  counted  on  30th  June. 

Additional  information  from  CARMARTEIEN:  in  2005:  3,000  at  Llandelli  on  10lh  Aug.  and  36 
pairs  bred  at  Penclacwydd.  In  2004:  23  pairs  bred  at  Penclacwydd. 
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BONAPARTE’S  GULL  Larus  Philadelphia  GWYLAN  BONAPARTE 

(A)  A  rare  vagrant. 

Adult,  Cardiff  Bay,  GLAMORGAN  on  14th  Apr. 

RING-BILLED  GULL  Larus  delawarensis  GWYLAN FODR WYBIG 

(B)  An  uncommon  but  regular  visitor  to  coastal  areas,  chiefly  in  the  period  from  mid- 
February  to  the  end  of  May. 

All  records  were  as  follows,  single  adults  were:  at  West  Cross,  GOWER  on  6  Dec.;  at  Llys  y 
fran  Res.  PEMBROKE  on  21st  &  22nd  Jan.  and  at  Haverfordwest  on  30th  Jan.;  at  Conwy  RSPB, 
CAERNARFON  on  4th  -  8th  Apr.  The  only  records  of  other  plumages  were  of  a  sub-adult  /  3,d 
W  at  West  Cross,  GOWER  on  24th  Dec.  and  a  1st  W  at  Teifi  Est.,  CEREDIGION  on  12th  Jan. 

COMMON  GULL  Larus  canus  GWYLAN  Y  GWEUNYDD 

(C)  A  numerous  and  widespread  winter  visitor  with  small  numbers  recorded  on  passage. 
Systematic  counts  from  2  sites  give  some  indication  of  the  pattern  of  occurrence  of  this 
common  Welsh  species: 

JFMAMJJ  A  S  O  N  D 

GOWER 

Blackpill  1640  1280  952  74  91  76  252  518  950  787 

Burry  (S)  310  50  70  390  3715  2080  270  110  510 

Large  counts  (over  250)  elsewhere  included:  in  GWENT:  500  at  St.  Brides  Netherwent  on  26 
Dec.;  in  GOWER:  276  at  Berthlwyd  on  17th  Jan,  1,580  at  Llanrhidian  on  9th  Aug.,  1,440  at 
Wernffrwd  on  25th  Aug.,  623  at  Penclawdd  on  8lh  Sept.,  410  at  Whiteford  on  9th  Dec.;  in 
PEMBROKE:  250  Abermawr  22nd  Jan.;  280  at  Conwy  RSPB,  CAERNAFON  on  19th  Dec.;  382 
in  Beddmanarch  Bay,  ANGLESEY  on  27th  Feb. 


LESSER  BLACK-BACKED  GULL  Larus  fuscus  GWYLAN  GEFNDDU LEIAF 

(C)  Breeding  summer  visitor,  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 
Monthly  max  at  favoured  sites: 


J 
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M 

A 

M 

J 

J 

A 

S 

0 

N 

D 

GOWER 

Blackpill 

9 

27 

30 

82 

99 

176 

138 

128 

107 

46 

18 

20 

Port  Talbot 

PEMB. 

48 

11 

41 

75 

123 

94 

105 

82 

42 

17 

17 

6 

Cleddau  E 

BRECON 

119 

485 

284 

69 

204 

227 

128 

Llangorse 

15 

71 

33 

150 

450 

1530 

930 

74 

Pontsticill 

CAERN 

23 

5 

55 

212 

59 

9 

27 

Bardsey 

50 

360 

500 

800 

210 

50 

145 

41 

Large  counts  elsewhere  included:  500  near  Usk,  GWENT  on  30th  Mar.;  in  E.  GLAMORGAN: 
3 00+.. at  Rhaslas  Pond  on  1st  Jan,  259  at  Cosmeston  on  5th  Mar,  250  at  Rhymney  Est  on  4th  May, 
A  ringed  bird  was  observed  at  Cosmeston  on  4th  Nov  -  green  ring  3SF  on  left  leg  and  metal  ring 
on  right  leg;  200+  Borras  Poll,  DENBIGH  5th  Feb.,  200+  Holt  on  10th  Dec. 

Reported  breeding  was  as  follows:  GWENT:  12  nests  on  buildings  in  Newport  and  a  mixed 
Herring  Gull  colony  of  20-30  pairs,  at  Dunlop  Semtex;  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  juvs  with  adults 
on  industrial  roofs  at  Butetown  -  Cardiff,  up  to  20  pairs  nesting  at  Gabalfa  Ind  Est,  ads  dive- 
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bombing  pedestrians  at  Llandaff-  Cardiff,  up  to  5  pairs  in  the  Llynfi  Valley  despite  continuing 
attempts  to  discourage  nesting  on  factory  roofs  and  six  nests  with  2-3  young  each  at  Tyndall 
Ind  Est  -  Cardiff;  in  GOWER:  bred  on  rooftops  from  Port  Talbot  to  Baglan  Industrial  Estate 
(26  pairs);in  PEMBROKE:  755  pairs  bred  Caldey  &  St  Margarets,  45  Castle  Martin  coast.  On 
Skokholm  2,786  AON’s  with  a  productivity  of  0.21  per  pair.  An  estimated  10,552  pairs  on 
Skomer  was  the  lowest  on  record.  Here  too  a  poor  productivity  of  0.27.  First  egg  noted  28  Apr. 
221  AON’s  on  Ramsey  is  a  19.3%  decrease  on  2005.  Several  hybrid  LBB  X  Herring  Gull  again 
present  on  Skomer.  Recoveries  of  birds  ringed  on  Skomer  were  made  in  Portugal  &  Morocco, 
illustrating  a  continued  southerly  migration,  though  more  immatures  are  returning  to  the 
breeding  colony  in  recent  years.  A  black  colour-ringed  individual,  4LF,  was  at  Fishguard 
Harbour  31st  July,  having  been  ringed  as  a  pullus  on  Flatholm  2  Jul  2003;  2  pairs  nested  on  the 
roofs  of  Aberystwyth,  CEREDIGION;  1 14  at  Llyn  Trawsfynydd,  MEIRIONNYDD  on  5th  June. 

HERRING  GULL  Larus  argentatus  GWYLAN  Y PENWAIG 

(C)  Formerly  an  abundant  resident  in  coastal  areas,  now  much  reduced  on  the  islands  and  a 
scarce  breeding  bird  on  the  mainland  coast.  Frequent  in  many  inland  areas,  breeding  on 
several  freshwater  sites.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 

Monthly  max  at  favoured  sites: 
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J 
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S’ 

0 

N 

D 

GOWER 

Blackpili 

345 

283 

343 

280 

206 

511 

227 

420 

428 

623 

925 

1362 

Whiteford 

14 

11 

501 

55 

135 

1557 

1020 

1073 

1020 

389 

60 

191 

Burry  (S) 

95 

90 

985 

330 

745 

1555 

1825 

2975 

3195 

540 

335 

465 

U.  Loughor 
BRECON 

345 

511 

1362 

Ponsticill 

1405 

1406 

775 

634 

221 

576 

677 

CAERN. 

Bardsey 

158 

453 

400 

470 

370 

114 

200 

300 

Large  counts  elsewhere  (300+)  included:  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  1,100  at  Kenfig  Sands  in 
August,  2,500  on  Rhaslas  Pond  on  lsl  Jan.  and  300  there  on  20lh,  500  at  Isaac  Newton  Ponds  on 
1st  Jan.;  in  GOWER:  489  at  Weobley  on  6th  Mar.,  920  there  on  12th  June  7  12th  July,  932  at 
Llanrhidian  on  12lh  Aug.,  866  at  Wemffrwd  on  24th  Aug.,  940  at  Weobley  on  20th  Sept,  and  702 
Hying  to  roost  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  on  28th  Sept.;  in  PEMBROKE:  1,500  at  the  Llys  y  fran 
roost  2nd  Jan.  and  c3,000  Teifi  Est.  21st  Jan.;  2,000+  Llanddulas  23rd  Sept.  DENBIGH;  1,200 
Point  of  Air,  FLINT  11th  June. 

Breeding  counts  received  were:  GWENT:  3  nests  in  Newport,  20-30  nests  in  a  mixed  LesserBB 
colony  at  Dunlop  Semtex,  3juvs.  ringed  Denny  island;  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  breeding  was 
confirmed  at  Bridgend  Ind  Est,  Gabalfa  Ind  Est  (min  2  prs),  Tyndall  Ind  Est  -  Cardiff  (2  nests), 
and  in  the  Llynfi  Valley  (despite  attempts  to  stop  them,  on  factory  roofs).  A  nest  was  built  on 
the  ground  in  County  Hall  car  park  at  Atlantic  Wharf  -  Cardiff  but  never  contained  eggs;  in 
GOWER:  bred  in  Sketty,  Uplands  (lprs.),  Briton  Ferry  (2prs.),  Port  Talbot  (31  prs.)  and  at 
Worm’s  Head;  In  PEMBROKE:  1,897  pairs  bred  Caldey  &  363  Castle  Martin  coast.  On 
Skokholm  265  AON’s  &  productivity  from  a  sample  area  was  0.47  per  pair.  First  egg  noted  25 
Apr  the  same  as  Skomer,  where  434  pairs  produced  0.53  per  pair.  95  AON’s  Middleholm.  309 
AON’s  Ramsey.  A  yellow  colour-ringed  Ad  at  the  Gann  30th  Sept,  was  ringed  in  a  rooftop  nest 
in  Bristol  2001.  A  pair  bred  on  the  rooftops  of  Newtown,  MONTGOMERY  for  the  first  time, 
raising  3y;  MEIRIONNYDD:  304  at  Llyn  Trawsfynydd  on  5th  June;  CAERNARFON:  129 
adults  and  52  juveniles  at  Llwyn  Onn,  Tal-y-bont  on  31st  Aug. 

Single  adults  showing  characters  of  the  northern  race  L.  a.  argentatus  were  noted  in  E. 
GLAMORGAN  at  Cardiff  Heliport  on  4th  and  23rd  Jan. 
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YELLOW-LEGGED  GULL  Larus  michahellis  GWYLAN  GOESFELEN 

(A)  An  uncommon  and  irregular  winter  visitor  to  coastal  areas,  formerly  rare. 

All  records  were  of  adults  unless  stated:  in  GWENT:  at  Llandegffed  Res.  14'1'  Jan.  and  at 
Peterstone  Wentloog  on  21st  Sept.;  in  GOWER:  at  Upper  Loughor  on  14th  Mar.  and  22nd  July  & 
31st  Aug.,  at  Wernffrwd  on  23rd  Sept,  and  at  Gowerton  on  9lh  Oct.;  in  CARMARTHEN:  an 
adult  at  North  Dock,  Llanelli  13th  -  20th  Aug.  and  another  at  Sandy  Water  Park  on  24th  Dec.;  in 
PEMBROKE:  at  Angle  Bay  6th  Jan.,  at  Llys  y  fran  Res.  on  8th  Jan.,  on  Skomer  2El  June  and  at 
Dinas  Cross  on  16th  July;  at  Llangorse,  BRECON  23rd  July  -  8th  Sept. and  again  on  18lh  Nov.;  at 
Conwy  RSPB,  CAERNARFON  on  12th-  13th  Jan.  and  4th  March;  ANGLESEY:  at  Llyn  Coron 
on  5th  Jan.,  two  at  Liam  Carw  on  26th  Feb.  and  one  at  Point  Lynas  on  1 5th  Aug. 

Additional  records  from  CARMARTHEN:  in  2005:  an  adult  at  Penclacwydd  and  other  local 
sites  June  -  September. 

ICELAND  GULL  Larus  glaucoides  GWYLAN  YR  ARCTIG 

(A)  An  uncommon  and  irregular  winter  visitor  to  coastal  areas,  formerly  rare. 

The  only  records  were:  in  GOWER:  Ul  W  at  West  Cross  /  Blackpill  29th  Nov.  -  21SI  Dec.  and  at 
Fendrod  lake  on  3rd  Dec.;  in  PEMBROKE:  adult  at  Roch  4lh  Mar.,  lsl  W  Fishguard  Harbour 
24th  Nov.  -  31st  Dec.;  1st  W  off  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  29th  Nov.;  1st  W  Inland  Sea, 
ANGLESEY  on  13th  Dec. 

2005:  DENBIGH:  1st  W,  Wrexham,  6th  Jan  -  9th. 

GLAUCOUS  GULL  Larus  hyperboreus  G  WYLAN  Y  GOGLEDD 

(A)  An  uncommon  but  regular  visitor  to  coastal  areas  of  Wales,  chiefly  in  winter  but 
occasionally  in  summer. 

Only  aged  individuals  are  included,  all  records  were:  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  adult  at  Cosmeston 
on  19th  Jan  and  another,  or  the  same  individual  was  there  on  11th  &  14th  Feb.,  adult  at  Cardiff 
Bay  Barrage  on  6th  Oct  and  finally  another  adult  was  at  Kenfig  Pool  on  3El  Oct.;  a  2nd  W  at 
Blackpill,  GOWER  on  30th  Jan.;  1st  W  at  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE  on  8th  Dec.;  in 
CAERNARFON:  an  adult  Bardsey  20lh  Feb.  taken  into  care  but  died  on  the  25th;  on 
ANGLESEY:  3rd  winter  bird  at  Porth  Nobla  on  9th  Feb.  and  another  (or  possibly  the  same)  at 
Llyn  Coron  on  3rd-5th  Mar.,  1st  W  at  Cemlyn  on  16th  Apr.  and  a  1st  W  past  Point  Lynas  on  12th 
Nov. 

GREAT  BLACK-BACKED  GULL  Larus  marinas  GWYLAN  GEFNDDU  FWltrAF 

(C)  Common  and  widespread  in  coastal  areas  in  winter,  widely  distributed  breeding  bird 
along  rock y  coastlines  in  single  pairs  or  small  colonies.  Wales  —  Amber  listed. 

Monthly  max  at  favoured  sites: 
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40 

75 
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20 

35 

65 

70 
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50 

25 

Whiteford 

13 

6 

9 

2 

2 

22 

30 

54 

15 

32 

35 

1 

Weobley 

20 

13 

19 

44 

7 

13 

13 

32 

59 

72 

31 

18 

CARM. 

2005  TTG 

71 

52 

38 

99 

89 

95 

73 

2004  TTG 

34 

26 

12 

42 

57 

97 

17 
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Large  counts  elsewhere  included:  PEMBROKE:  cl 00  Teifi  Est  21sl  Jan.,  70  Gann  4th  Sept,  120 
Skomer  9th,  228  Skokholm  24th,  187  Ramsey  19th  Oct,  cl 00  Teifi  Est  17th  Dec.; 

ANGLESEY:  58  at  Llyn  Alaw  on  15th  Aug.;  FLINT:  68  Connahs  Quay  13th  Jan.,  70  Oakenholt 
30th  Jan.,  70  Point  of  Air  23,d  Oct,  63  Oakenholt  20th  Nov. 

Breeding  counts  received  were:  60+  adults  Denny  Island,  GWENT  and  47  juvs.  56  pairs  bred 
Caldey  &  St  Margarets,  4  Castle  Martin  coast.  61  AON’s  on  Skokholm  produced  1.07  per  pair 
while  on  Skomer  114  pairs  producing  1.35  per  pair  continues  a  recent  upward  trend  &  the 
highest  number  for  31  years.  The  first  eggs  noted  28  Apr  -  10  days  later  than  2005,  a  delay  also 
noted  in  some  other  seabirds  &  thought  to  be  a  possible  result  of  a  cold  spell  in  early  Spring.  27 
pairs  bred  Middleholm  &  18  on  Ramsey.  10  pairs  nested  Cardigan  Island,  CEREDIGION; 
MEIRIONNYDD:  There  were  2  pairs  at  Llyn  Trawsfynydd  on  5  June  and  a  pair  bred  on  the 
Broadwater,  its  first  clutch  lost  to  flooding  the  second  clutch  fledging  2  young;  in 
CAERNARFON:  one  pair  at  Llyn  Conwyn. 

KITTIWAKE  Rissa  tridactyla  GWYLAN  GOESDDU 

(C)  A  breeding  species  in  coastal  areas  from  Glamorgan  to  Caernarfon,  except  Meirionnydd. 
Large  numbers  occur  offshore  on  passage.  Wales  — Amber  listed. 

Breeding  colony  counts  received  were:  GOWER:  bred  on  Mumbles  Pier,  max.  counts  there  138 
in  April,  221  in  May  and  133  in  August.  In  PEMBROKE:  another  year  of  poor  productivity  for 
this  species.  48  pairs  Castle  Martin  coast  fledging  just  17  young.  10  pairs  counted  on 
Grassholm  24  Apr  had  fallen  to  6  pairs  by  24  Jun.  2,067  AON’s  on  Skomer,  9.4%  decrease  on 
2005.  The  mean  productivity  of  0.30  is  the  second  lowest  on  record  (cf  2005).  The  first  eggs 
noted  on  7  May,  8  days  later  than  2005.  201  AON’s  on  Ramsey  produced  0.29  per  pair. 
CAERNARFON:  A  total  of  882  nests  were  counted  at  the  Great  Orme  and  199  at  the  Little 
Orme.  Up  to  500  birds  were  counted  on  the  nesting  ledges  on  Bardsey  in  May. 

ANGLESEY:  a  total  of  680  apparently  occupied  nests  were  counted  on  Puffin  Island  on  28th 
June  and  there  counts  of  individuals  from  South  Stack,  1,000  on  1st  July,  with  300  at  Ynys 
Badrig  on  the  same  date. 

Large  or  notable  counts  of  at  least  250  were:  357  off  Worm’s  Elead,  GOWER  on  29th  Jan.;  in 
PEMBROKE:  an  unusually  high  presence  at  Strumble  Elead,  with  500  there  from  18th  Aug. 
building  to  1,000  by  23ld  Aug.  The  build  up  continued  to  an  extent  that  the  usual  Oct  influx  of 
thousands  saw  no  sudden  arrival.  Elsewhere  1,300  Skomer  30lh  Sept.  4-500  Ramsey  Sound 

fL 

October  &  December;  off  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  autumn  passage  peaked  at  6,300  on  28 
Sept.,  5,000  on  4th  Nov.  and  6,000  on  the  14th  Nov.  On  ANGLESEY:  c250  off  Carmel  Head  on 
1 1th  Aug.,  300  past  Wylfa  Head  in  VA  hours  on  12th  Aug.,  300  here  in  4  hours  on  28th  Aug.,  400 
in  33/4  hours  on  1st  Sept,  and  500  in  33/4  hours  on  2nd  Sept. 

SANDWICH  TERN  Sterna  sandvicensis  MOR  WENNOL  BIGDDU 

(C)  A  summer  visitor  and  passage  migrant  to  coastal  areas  in  spring  and  autumn,  scarce 
inland;  it  is  a  regular  breeder  on  Anglesey.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 


Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

E.  GLAM. 

27th  Mar. 

Ogmore 

24th  Oct. 

Trwyn-y-Witch 

GOWER 

25th  Mar. 

9,  Port  Eynon 

15th  Oct. 

Whiteford 

CARM. 

27th  Apr. 

5,  Cefn  Sidfan 

3rd  Nov. 

Burry  Port 

PEMB 

24th  Mar. 

MEIRI. 

21st  Mar. 

Ton  fan  au 

14th  Oct. 

Tonfanau 

CAERN. 

27th  Mar. 

Conwy  RSPB 

6th  Oct. 

3,  Braich  Anelog 

ANGLE. 

25th  Mar. 

4,  Cemlyn 

DENBIGH 

5th  Apr. 

8,  Rhos  Point 

13th  Oct. 

3,  Towyn  Beach 

FLINT 

30th  Mar. 

2,  Point  of  Air 

24th  Sept. 

12,  Point  of  Air 
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The  table  below  summarises  dated  records  /  max.  for  some  sites  &  counties: 


Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

GWENT 

2 

2 

E.  GLAM. 

2 

5 

10 

2 

2 

10 

3 

4 

CARM  Burry  Port 

61 

227 

51 

1 

PEMB. 

15 

65 

5 

23 

5 

28 

130 

340 

3 

Strumble  Plead 

507 

1394 

114 

BRECON  Llangorse 

2 

CERE/MEIRI. 

55 

2 

150 

370 

Dyfi  Est. 

MONTGOMERY 

1 

ME1RI.  Glaslyn 

30 

Tonfanau 

4 

103 

220 

350 

8+ 

CAERN.  Criccieth 

1 1 

Fort  Belan  /  Foryd 

80 

Morfa  Conwy 

2 

50 

6 

Bardsey 

3 

3 

3 

2 

98 

228 

10 

MorfaBychan  / 

55 

250 

60 

Black  Rock 

ANGLE.  Penmon 

DENBIGH  Towyn 

20 

87 

120 

FLINT  Point  of  Air 

2 

30 

300 

100 

12 

Autumn  passage;  in  PEMBROKE:  Strumble  Head  produced  a  record  year  &  noted  between  1st 
Aug.  -  3 1st  Oct.  Max  180  on  7  Sept  and  250  were  Ramsey  Sound  1st  Oct;  CAERNARFON:  200 
at  Afonwen  on  20th  Aug.,  84  past  Porth  Ysgaden  on  3rd  Sept.  On  ANGLESEY:  highest  counts 
elsewhere  were  152  at  Porth  Penmon  on  10th  Aug.  with  115  here  on  the  17th,  120  on  the  24th, 
100  on  7th  Sept,  and  52  still  here  on  4th  Oct.  and  300+  at  Penmon  Point  on  4th  Sept,  with  206 
here  on  the  20th  Sept.  There  were  1 1 1  at  Traeth  Lligwy  on  15th  May.  One  in  Holyhead  harbour 
30th -3 1st  Dec. 

ANGLESEY:  a  total  of  1,272  pairs  nested  at  Cemlyn,  all  on  the  main  island.  A  minimum  of 
469  fledglings  were  counted,  but  the  actual  figure  could  have  been  as  high  as  1,430.  The  first 
incubating  birds  were  seen  on  the  4th  May,  the  first  chicks  on  the  3ul  June  and  the  first  fledgling 
on  the  25th  June.  One  pair  bred  elsewhere. 

ROSEATE  TERN  Sterna  dougallii  MORWENNOL  WRIDOG 

(B)  Confined  as  a  breeding  species  to  Anglesey,  but  none  bred  in  2004;  elsewhere  it  is 
occasionally  recorded  on  spring  and  autumn  passage  along  the  coasts.  Wales  -  Red  listed. 

On  ANGLESEY  up  to  4  birds  were  fairly  regular  at  Cemlyn  from  the  6th  June  to  the  27th  July 
with  a  max  of  3  at  any  one  time.  A  pair  mated,  displayed,  made  a  scrape  and  even  held 
territory,  chasing  off  Black-headed  Gulls  on  the  new  island  on  the  23'd  and  24th  June,  but  there 
was  no  further  indication  of  breeding.  One  pair  bred  elsewhere. 

Recorded  elsewhere:  2  at  the  Cardiff  foreshore,  E.  GLAMORGAN  1st  May;  ANGLESEY  off 
Point  Lynas  on  21st  May  and  off  the  Range  on  14,h  June. 
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COMMON  TERN  Sterna  hirundo  MORWENNOL  GYFFREDIN 

(C)  A  summer  visitor,  which  breeds  in  Anglesey  and  Flint.  It  is  a  spring  and  autumn  passage 
migrant  to  all  coastal  areas  and  is  the  commonest  of  the  Sterna  species  inland.  Wales  -  Amber 


listed. 

Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

E.  GLAM. 
GOWER 

29th  Mar. 

30th  Mar. 

Lamby  Lake 

3rd  Nov. 

Eglwys  Nunydd  Res 

PEMB. 

Carew-Cresswell 

CAERN. 

2nd  Apr. 

Foryd 

24th  Oct. 

ANGLE. 

20th  Apr. 

Beddmannarch  Bay 

2,  Carmel  Head 

FLINT 

1st  Apr. 

Two  sets  of  winter  records,  one  at  the  Great  Orme,  CAERNARFON  26th  Nov  -  2nd  Dec.,  the 
other  from  Carmel  Head,  ANGLESEY  16th  -  17th  Dec. 


The  table  below  summarises  dated  records  /  max.  for  some  sites  &  counties: 


Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

GWENT 

1 

1 

\ 

2 

Llandegfedd  Res. 

5 

12 

1 

E.  GLAM. 

2 

10 

3 

6 

5 

CARMARTHEN 

5 

6 

1 

PEMB. 

1 

3 

65 

2 

Strumble  Head 

104 

449 

89 

BRECON  Llangorse 

1 

6 

2 

2 

3 

21 

CAERN. 

26 

1 

2 

13 

Bardsey 

267 

130 

FLINT 

4 

250 

- 

- 

260 

150 

Inland  at  Llangorse,  BRECON:  20  juveniles  on  24th  Sept. 


Breeding  records:  ANGLESEY:  a  total  of  126  pairs  bred  at  Cemlyn,  mostly  on  the  new  island 
this  being  the  highest  number  since  1981.  A  reasonable  count  of  72  fledglings  was  made  giving 
a  productivity  of  0.57.  In  FLINT  at  the  Shotton  Steelworks: 


Year 

2001 

2002 

2003 

2004 

2005 

2006 

Pairs 

545 

555 

626 

656 

575 

722 

Young  ringed 

810 

617 

815 

740 

920 

1129 

ARCTIC  TERN  Sterna  paradisaea  MORWENNOL  Y  GOGLEDD 

(C)  The  commonest  of  the  tern  species  breeding  in  Wales.  It  is  confined  to  the  Anglesey  coast 
for  breeding.  Away  from  there,  it  is  a  regular  passage  migrant  to  coastal  areas,  generally 
scarcer  than  Common.  Scarce  inland.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 


Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

GWENT 

27th  Apr. 

26,  Sluice  Farm 

E.  GLAM. 

25th  Apr. 

4,  Cardiff  Heliport 

GOWER 

1st  May 

8,  Port  Eynon 

30th  Oct. 

2,  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res 

PEMB. 

21st  Oct. 

Strumble  Head 

BRECON 

23rd  Apr. 

Llangorse 

MEIRI. 

28th  Mar. 

Tonfanau 

CAERN. 

28th  Apr. 

2,  Foryd 

1st  Oct. 

2,  Bardsey 

ANGLE. 

12th  Apr. 

Point  Lynas 

3rd  Oct. 

Point  Lynas 
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The  table  below  summarises  dated  records  /  max.  for  some  sites  &  counties: 


Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

GWENT 

29 

5 

E.  GLAM. 

45+ 

19 

1 

GOWER 

8+ 

7 

2 

CARMARTHEN 

PEMB. 

2 

22 

10 

Strumble  Head 

5 

17 

19 

BRECON 

ME1R1. 

6 

1 

133 

2 

4 

4 

CAERN. 

2 

52+ 

2 

ANGLE. 

9 

4000+ 

3 

1 

On  ANGLESEY:  at  Cemlyn  on  a  total  of  60  pairs  bred  here  with  up  to  23  fledglings  counted 
giving  a  productivity  of  0.38.  All  these  were  from  the  new  island  as  gull  and  heron  predation 
affected  their  success  on  the  main  island.  There  were  several  thousand  adults  and  several 
hundred  chicks  at  the  Skerries  on  30lh  June  and  c4,000  here  on  1st  July.  2,126  pairs  were  present 
on  the  Skerries  and  520-560  pairs  on  Ynys  Feurig. 

COMMON  /  ARCTIC  TERN 

Autumn  passage  at  Strumble  Head  noted  between  1st  Aug  -  12  Oct.  Max  140  on  10th  Sept. 

Aug  Sept  Oct 

Monthly  totals  129  1095  61 

Elsewhere  75  Ramsey  on  1st  and  a  mixed  tern  flock,  numbering  several  hundred  out  in  St. 
Bride’s  Bay  1 1th  July,  1 1th  &  25th  Sept. 

Birds  seen  at  Llangorse.  BRECON  that  could  not  be  attributed  to  either  Common  or  Arctic 
Tern:  2  on  2nd  July,  2  on  16lh  August  and  3  on  31st,  1  on  10lh  September  and  9  on  16th,  and  the 
last  a  juvenile  on  8th  October. 

LITTLE  TERN  Sternula  albifrons  MORWENNOL  FECHAN 

(A)  A  summer  resident  which  breeds  only  at  one  colony  in  Flint ,  otherwise  a  spring  and 
autumn  passage  migrant  to  other  coastal  areas,  rare  inland.  Wales  -  Red  listed. 

At  Gronant: 


2000 

No  of  pairs  of  little  terns 

75 

Productivity  (yng/pr) 
0.8 

2001 

85 

0.01 

2002 

55-60 

1.0- 1.2 

2003 

110 

1.7 

2004 

89 

1.9 

2005 

70-75 

0.5 

2006 

100-1 10 

140-  160  chicks  fledged 

Late  summer  counts  at  Gronant  included  250  off  Point  of  Air  in  mid  June. 


Recorded  elsewhere,  singles  unless  stated:  E.  GLAMORGAN:  at  Porthcawl  on  30th  Apr, 
Kenfig  Pool  on  1st  May  and  Porthcawl  on  6th  Oct.;  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.,  GOWER  on  1st  & 
2nd  Oct.;  in  CARMARTHEN:  4  at  Cefn  Sidan  on  30th  Apr.  and  one  at  Burry  Port  20lh  Aug.  - 
2nd  Sept.;  PEMBROKE:  from  Strumble  Head  on  3,d  Aug,  three  on  25th  &  27lh  Sept,  and  singles 
28th  Sept.  &  2nd  Oct.;  off  Aberystwyth,  CEREDIGION  on  9lh  Apr.;  in  BRECON:  at  Llangorse 
on  2nd  May,  10  juveniles  on  15th  Sept.;  MEIRIONNYDD:  off  Tonfanau  on  15th  Apr.  with  3 
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fishing  along  the  shore  on  the  22nd  &  one  there  on  Pl  July  and  at  the  Mawddach  Est  on  8th  Oct.; 
CAERNARFON:  at  Black  Rock  Sands  on  3ld  Sept,  and  off  Bardsey  on  21st  Sept.;  ANGLESEY: 
at  Beddmanarch  Bay  on  2nd  May,  at  Cemlyn  on  20th  May  and  2nd  and  25th  July,  off  Carmel 
Head  on  9th  Sept.,  at  the  Inland  Sea  on  1st  Oct.  and  off  Point  Lynas  on  3,d  Oct.;  off  Towyn 
Beach,  DENBIGH  on  1 5th  Aug. 

2004:  CARMARTHEN:  2  at  Burry  Port  17th  Aug.  and  4  there  on  the  25th. 

BLACK  TERN  Chlidonias  niger  CORSWENNOL  DDU 

(B)  A  fairly  common  passage  migrant,  chiefly  to  coastal  counties  in  autumn  but  also  recorded 
on  inland  waters;  spring  records  are  usually  fewer  in  number  but  there  are  substantial 
influxes  in  some  years. 

The  table  below  summarises  dated  records  /  max.  for  some  sites  &  counties: 


Apr. 

GWENTGoldcliff 
Llandegfedd  Res. 

E.  GLAM. 

GOWER 

Eglwys  Nunydd 
CARMARTHEN 
PEMB. 

Strumble  Head 
CERE. 

BRECON 

MONT. 

MEIRI. 

CAERN. 


May  Jane  July 


1 

8 


Aug.  Sept. 

13+ 

1  + 

9 

6+ 

1 

26,  max  48  on  4th  209 

1 

5+  8 


1 

2  1 1  on  8th 

5  11 

22 


Bardsey 

ANGLE.  2 

DENBIGH 
FLINT 

*  at  Dolydd  Hafren  on  26th  &  27th. 


Oct.  Nov. 


1 

3 

26 

1 


1 


Additonal  records  from  2005:  in  CARMARTHEN:  at  Penclacwydd  and  Loughor  Bridge 
(possibly  the  same  bird)  7th  Nov.;  17  inland  at  Glasbury,  RADNOR  on  30th  Aug.  In  2004  in 
CARMARTHEN:  20  at  Machynys  and  3  Burry  Port  /  Pembrey  Harbour  on  16th  Aug.,  6  off 
there  the  following  day  and  1 1  on  the  18th. 


GUILLEMOT  Uria  aalge  GWYLOG 

(C)  Resident  breeding  species  in  south-west  and  north-west  counties,  moving  out  to  sea  to 
moult  after  breeding  and  returning  to  the  vicinity  of  colonies  as  early  as  December. 

Breeding  season  counts  were  received  as  follows:  GOWER:  bred  at  Worm’s  Head;  in 
PEMBROKE  during  the  breeding  season  417  AOS  Caldey  &  St  Margarets.  13,507  individuals 
Castle  Martin  coast  where  breeding  was  observed  as  being  later  than  2005.  1,348  individuals  on 
Skokholm  was  the  highest  count  yet  &  the  first  year  numbers  exceeded  that  of  Razorbill.  On 
Skomer  a  mean  total  of  16,977  is  a  13.9%  decrease  on  2005  when  the  biggest  annual  increase 
ever  recorded  occurred.  First  eggs  noted  6  May,  7  days  later  than  2005.  Mean  productivity  of 
0.47  per  pair  is  the  lowest  on  record.  Most  failures  occurred  when  chicks  were  10  days  old  or 
more,  with  predation  by  Great  Black-backed  Gulls  thought  to  be  the  main  cause.  One  breeding 
individual  was  ringed  as  a  chick  on  Sanda  on  the  West  Coast  of  Scotland.  Increased  numbers 
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observed  on  Grassholm  though  breeding  unconfirmed,  unlike  Ramsey  where  the  first  egg 
wasn’t  noted  until  13  May. 

CAERNARFON:  1012  birds  were  counted  on  the  ledges  at  the  Great  Orme,  61 1  at  the  Little 
Orme,  1,500  -  2,000  at  Mynydd  Cilan  on  24th  June  ;  ANGLESEY:  2780  were  counted  on  the 
ledges  on  Puffin  Island  on  24th  June  with  2325  here  on  28lh  June,  2,000+  at  South  Stack  on  1st 
July  with  500+  at  Ynys  Padrig  on  the  same  date. 

RAZORBILL  Alca  tordci  LLURS 

(C)  A  breeding  resident  on  the  cliffs  and  islands  of  north-west  and  south-west  Wales.  Some 
disperse  south  to  the  Portuguese  coasts  in  winter  with  a  proportion  entering  the 
Mediterranean;  part  of  the  population  remains  in  Welsh  waters. 

Breeding  counts  were  received  as  follows:  GOWER:  bred  at  Worm’s  Head;  PEMBROKE:  169 
AOS  Caldey  &  St  Margarets.  1,010  individuals  along  the  Castle  Martin  coast.  937  individuals 
on  Skokholm  with  the  first  egg  noted  12  May.  On  Skomer  the  mean  total  of  4,561  individuals 
was  a  20.8%  decrease  on  2005.  First  egg  noted  4  May,  9  days  later  than  2005.  Mean 
productivity  was  0.31  per  pair,  which  is  the  lowest  on  record.  Most  losses  occurred  at  the  egg 
or  early  chick  stage.  Only  2%  of  birds  were  left  by  22  July;  CAERNARFON:  21 1  birds  were 
counted  on  the  ledges  at  the  Great  Orme  and  37  at  the  Little  Orme  and  up  to  2,000  birds  were 
estimated  to  be  in  the  East  Side  colonies  on  Bardsey;  356  were  counted  on  the  ledges  on  Puffin 
Island,  ANGLESEY  on  28th  June.  Monthly  maximum  counts  from  Bardsey: 

Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov. 

Bardsey  8  500  700  3000  600  12  7500  8000  8000 

MEIRIONNYDD:  300  -  400  off  Tonfanau  on  14lh  Oct. 

BLACK  GUILLEMOT  Cepphus  grylle  GWYLOG  DDU 

(A)  A  very  scarce  breeding  resident  in  Anglesey  and  rarely  elsewhere  in  north  Wales.  Occurs 
sparingly  off  the  coasts  of  Wales  outside  the  breeding  season.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 

All  records  were  of  singles:  PEMBROKE:  in  Fishguard  Harbour  on  1 1th  Jan.,  2nd  &  13th  Oct. 
and  9th  Dec,  with  one  found  dead  the  next  day  at  Pwllgwaelod;  CAERNARFON:  two  pairs 
around  the  Great  Orme  on  10th  July  and  one  was  seen  off  Bardsey  on  1st  May;  on  ANGLESEY: 
reported  from  Point  Lynas,  Penmon,  Holyhead,  Carmel  Head,  Moelfre,  Traeth  Lligwy  and  in 
the  Menai  Strait  at  Glyn  Garth.  Largest  counts  were  of  5  in  Holyhead  Bay  on  18th  Feb.,  7  in 
Holyhead  harbour  on  17th  June,  six  at  Point  Lynas  on  18th  Apr.  and  7  at  Penmon  on  31sl  Apr. 

LITTLE  AUK  Alle  alle  CARFIL  BA CH 

(A)  Scarce  winter  visitor  in  irregular  numbers  offshore  on  the  western  seaboard.  Most 
sightings  in  late  autumn  and  early  winter;  often  associated  with  westerly  gales. 

All  records  were  singles:  off  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE  on  9th  Dec.;  off  Bardsey, 
CAERNARFON  22nd  Oct.,  13th,  14th,  15th,  16th  Nov.  and  5th  Dec.;  ANGLESEY:  off  Ty'n  Llan 
(Cemlyn)  on  5th  Nov.,  two  past  Bull  Bay  on  19th  Nov.  and  singles  at  Point  Lynas  on  8th  and  9th 
Dec. 
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PUFFIN  Fratercula  arctica  PAL 

(C)  A  breeding  bird  of  offshore  islands  and  a  few  western  headlands.  Formerly  bred  in  large 
numbers.  Wales  -  Red  listed. 

Counts  from  breeding  colonies  included:  PEMBROKE:  7  AOS  Castle  Martin  coast.  On 
Skokholm  4,510  individuals  were  counted.  On  Skomer  the  max  count  of  10,876  was  the  highest 
since  records  began  in  1989  though  numbers  have  only  fluctuated  slightly  &  the  population  is 
thought  to  be  currently  stable.  The  first  bird  bringing  food  ashore  was  seen  28th  May,  3  days 
later  than  2005.  The  breeding  success  was  0.73  per  pair.  The  last  bird  left  17  Aug.  Breeding 
confirmed  North  Bishop  with  a  max  Spring  count  of  32  individuals  on  3 1st  May. 

ANGLESEY:  the  earliest  record  was  one  at  South  Stack  on  4lh  Apr.,  36  on  Puffin  Island  on  28th 
June,  200  adults  were  recorded  at  the  Skerries  on  30th  June. 

STOCK  DOVE  Columba  oenas  COLOMEN  WYLLT 

(C)  Breeding  resident  occurring  widely  but  not  numerously  up  to  approximately  305  m;  most 
common  in  lowland  areas.  Appears  to  be  getting  scarcer  across  most  of  Wales,  probably  as  a 
result  of  a  change  in  farming  practices  and  a  decline  in  arable  land. 

The  largest  post  breeding  flocks  were:  28  at  Ffordd,  BRECON  on28th  June  and  21  at  Beeches 
Farm,  Sandy  croft  FLINT  on  10lh  June. 

Large  winter  counts  included:  15  at  Skirrid  Fach,  GWENT  on  24  1  Feb.;  in  E. 
GLAMORGAN:  130  at  Dunraven  2nd  Feb  and  77  Cardiff  Gate  on  16th  Mar.;  34  at  Henllys  nr 
Rhossilli,  GOWER  on  12th  Nov.;  20  at  Cynant,  Cynghordy,  CARMARTHEN  on  29th  Mar.;  22 
at  Lawrenny,  PEMBROKE  on  18th  Mar.;  30  at  RSPB  Conwy  CAERNARFON/DENBIGH  on 
18lh  Mar.  and  40  at  Inner  Marsh  Farm,  FLINT  on  4lh  Sept. 

WOOD  PIGEON  Columba palumbus  YSGUTHAN 

(D)  Abundant  breeding  species:  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor. 

There  was  a  large  movement  over  east  Wales  in  early  November.  1,000+  over  Pontypool, 
GWENT  on  3ld  Nov.  and  in  E  GLAMORGAN  25,000  on  1st  Nov.  over  the  Bristol  Channel 
from  Ty’n-y-caeau  Farm.  This  flock  was  however  eclipsed  by  one  of  over  32,000  seen  over 
Rumney  on  2nd  and  3ui  Nov.  These  figures  both  exceeded  the  previous  highest  for  this  county. 

COLLARED  DOVE  Streptopelia  decaocto  TURTUR  DORCHOG 

(C)  Now’  a  widespread  and  common  resident,  having  first  appeared  in  Wales  in  1959. 

A  flock  of  70+  Cemlyn,  ANGLESEY  on  8lh  June. 

TURTLE  DOVE  Streptopelia  turtur  TURTUR 

(B)  Veiy  rare  summer  visitor  in  eastern  Wales  with  numbers  declining  further;  passage 
migrant,  mainly  spring,  in  small  numbers. 

All  records  were:  singles  unless  stated.  GWENT:  1  Magor  20  Oct,  no  records  in  the  breeding 
season  for  the  first  time  ever.  In  E. GLAMORGAN:  at  Cardiff  foreshore  12th  May,  at  Lan 
Farm  -  Marcross,  four  days  later.  A  bird  spent  a  week  in  a  Bryncethin  garden.  Singles  also  at 
Ewenny  on  5th  Sept,  and  Hendre  Lake  on  21st  Oct.;  GOWER:  at  Long  Oaks  Fm/Penmaen  10Ih 
June,  Frogmore  12th  June;  at  Troseerch  Farm,  CARMARTHEN  on  30th  May;  in 
PEMBROKE:  at  St.  David’s  23rd  Apr.,  Skokholm  14th  -17th  May,  Skomer  3rd  and  15th  May, 
6th-8th  and  10th  June  and  at  Mullock  Farm  on  4th  July;  at  New  Quay  ,  CEREDIGION  on  2nd 
June;  at  Hay  on  Wye,  was  the  first  record  for  19  years  in  BRECON;  CAERNARFON:  Ty’n 
Gamdda  12th  May,  2  Porth  Ysgaden  30th  May.  At  Bardsey,  singles  8th  -10th  and  15th  a  bird  13th 
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-24th  May  was  found  dead  on  last  date,  5  dates  in  June  also  19lh  and  23rd  July  in  autumn  13lh 
Sept  and  15th  Oct.  DENBIGH:  at  Rhosymedre-Ruabon  on  25lh  &  29lh  July. 

Additional  records:  in  2005:  in  CARMARTHEN  at  Pencader  3rd  May  and  Trosserch  on  1 1th 
May;  a  pair  at  Bronydd,  RADNOR  on  30th  May  -  10lh  Aug.  In  2004  in  CARMARTHEN:  near 
Crosshands  on  22nd  May. 

RINGED-NECKED  PARAKEET  Psittacula  krameri  PARACIT  TORCHOG 

(A)  Feral. 

Single  at  Abergavenny,  GWENT  on  5th  Jan  and  at  Tanybwlch,  CEREDIGION  on  10lh  Sept. 


CUCKOO  Cuculus  canorus  COG 

(C)  Formerly  a  locally  common  breeding  summer  visitor  to  all  counties  but  appears  to  be 
declining  and  far  from  common;  also  recorded  on  passage. 


Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

GWENT 

3rd  Apr 

Uskmouth 

15th  Aug 

Uskmonth 

E. GLAMORGAN 

2nd  Apr 

Llanilid 

15th  July 

Llanilid 

GOWER 

19th  Apr. 

Lygos/Banc  John 

PEMBROKE 

19th  Apr. 

Orielton 

fJ 

OO 

Ef 

Skokholm 

CEREDIGION 

19th  Apr. 

Eglwysfach 

BRECON 

20th  Apr 

Cynala 

14th  Aug 

Llangasty 

MEIRIONNYDD 

13th  Apr 

Treath..Mawr  Porthmadog 

MONTGOMERY 

21st  Apr. 

William  Condry  Reserve 

CAERNARFON 

17th  Apr 

Tan-y-Coed  Llanrug 

lst-2nd  Aug 

Bardsey 

ANGLESEY 

26th  Apr 

Llyn  Cefni 

18th  Aug 

Cors  Erddreiniog 

DENBIGH 

15th  Apr 

Holt 

FLINT 

22nd  Apr 

Cilcain 

BARN  OWL  Tvto  alba 

TYLLUAN  WEN 

(C)  A  breeding  resident  in  all  counties,  population  appears  to  be  stable  in  many  counties  after 
a  prolonged  period  of  decline. 

Generally  a  poor  breeding  season  for  this  species.  Records  of  breeding  pairs  include:  one  in 
GWENT;  in  E. GLAMORGAN:  successful  breeding  from  Bargoed  and  Ffordd-y-Gyfraith. 
Pairs  were  seen  in  suitable  breeding  habitat  in  a  further  seven  locations.  Bred  at  one  site  in 
GOWER;  4  in  PEMBROKE;  10  in  BRECON;  43  pairs  in  MONTGOMERY,  plus  11  single 
roosts,  126  fledged,  mostly  from  boxes;  at  5  sites  in  FLINT. 

LITTLE  OWL  Athene  noctua  TYLL UAN  FA CH 

(C)  Locally  common  breeding  resident  in  most  eastern  counties,  scarcer  and  probably 
decreasing  in  the  west.  Greatly  under-recorded. 

GWENT  breeding  confirmed  at  two  sites:  In  E. GLAMORGAN  there  were  only  three 
confirmed  breeding  reports  from  Monkton,  Bargoed  and  Deri.  Pairs  were  observed  in  suitable 
larmland  breeding  habitat  from  Ystradowen,  Wentlooge,  Southerndown  and  Sker,  plus  7  pairs 
in  the  Lynfi  Valley.  GOWER  Reported  from  3  sites.  PEMBROKE:  bred  on  Skomer  5  pairs  and 
Ramsey  2  pairs.  Reported  from  3  sites  in  RADNOR.  Bred  at  two  sites  in  CAERNARFON  plus 
three  pairs  Bardsey.  ANGLESEY  present  at  six  sites  in  the  breeding  season, 

TAWNY  OWL  Strix  aluco  TYLL  UAN  FRECH 

(D)  A  common  and  widespread  breeding  resident  in  areas  of  woodland  in  all  counties  but 
possibly  declining. 


LONG-EARED  OWL  Asio  otus  TYLLUAN  GORNIOG 

(B)  A  scarce  resident  in  some  counties.  Also  a  scarce  winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant. 

3  pairs  breeding  in  GWENT,  confirmed  at  one;  2  pairs  in  BRECON;  noted  at  one  traditional 
site  in  DENBIGH. 

Elsewhere  singles:  at  Mynydd  Ty-talwyn,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  3rd  Apr.;  on  Skomer, 
PEMBROKE  14th-  16th  Oct. 

Additional  records  from  CARMARTHEN:  at  Penclacwydd  4th  Feb.  2005,  two  there  19th  Jan.  - 
23rd  Mar.  2004. 

SHORT-EARED  OWL  A.  flammeus  TYLLUAN  GLUSTIOG 

(C)  Scarce  breeding  resident.  Winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant  in  small  numbers  to  all 
counties. 

In  PEMBROKE:  2  pairs  bred  at  Skomer,  3  young  heard  hissing  on  25th  July.  Noted  at  7 
mainland  sites  two  held  territory  at  Dowrog  but  failed  to  breed.  Pairs  found  at  2  sites  in 
RADNOR  (4  pairs  in  Elan  Valley  in  2005). 


Approximate  monthly  totals 

were: 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar.  Apr. 

Mav  June  Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GOWER 

1 

1 

l’ 

1 

1 

CEREDIGION 

1 

1 

CAERNARFON 

1 

2 

ANGLESEY 

3 

!  2 

2  2 

DENB 

1 

2  1 

1 

1 

FLINT 

2 

2 

4 

2004  CARM 

4 

1 

NIGHTJAR  Caprimulgus  europaeus 

TROELLWR  MAWR 

(C)  Widespread  but  scarce  summer  visitor.  The  breeding  population  has  increased  over  the 
past  ten  years  and  is  now  mainly  dependent  on  clearfell  areas  in  forestry  plantations. 

Breeding  records  were  received  as  follows,  they  do  not  constitute  a  complete  census.  Noted  at  5 
sites  GWENT;  breeding  was  confirmed  at  three  sites  E. GLAMORGAN,  at  Llanwonno, 
Ogmore  Forest  and  Ystrad/Llwynypia.  The  max  count  was  a  record  breaking  10  at  Ogmore 
Forest  in  late  May.  This  represents  the  highest  ever  count  in  the  recording  area.  Having  not 
been  present  at  Hensol  Forest  for  a  few  years,  it  was  pleasing  to  note  that  a  bird  was  heard 
churring  there  on  24  June.  Similarly,  a  bird  was  reported  from  the  former  stronghold  of  Wem 
Ddu  on  9th  June;  1 1  churring  males  heard  at  7  sites  in  GOWER;  CARMARTHEN:  6  at  Crychan 
14th  July,  2  Crynant  Cynghordy  7th  June  and  1  Pembrey  Forest  on  15th  May;  1 1  males  reported 
from  7  sites  in  CEREDIGION;  in  BRECON:  3  males  present  at  Glasfynydd  on  30th  June  and  2- 
3  churring  males  Hepste  Fechan  on  16th  June;  6  at  4  sites  in  RADNOR;  in  MONTGOMERY:  3 
males  at  Lake  Vymwy  and  3-4  others  at  William  Condry  Reserve;  in  MEIRIONNYDD:  4 
males  at  Gwaith  Powdwr;  in  CAERNARFON:  3  at  Cors  Bodgynydd  and  a  single  on  Bardsey 
on  8th  Sept.  In  DENBIGH:  seen  at  Ruabon  Moor  on  13th  and  28th  June  with  2  Clocaenog  Forest 
30th  June.  FLINT  2  Nercwys  Mountain  3rd  and  7th  June. 

Additional  breeding  information  from  CARMARTHEN,  in  2005:  8  males  in  the  Crychan;  in 
2004:  15  males  located,  10  of  which  in  the  Brechfa  Forest. 
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SWIFT  Apus  apus  GWENNOL  DDJJ 

(C)  A  widespread  and  plentiful  summer  visitor. 


Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

GWENT 

1 8th  Apr 

Uskmouth 

3rd  Sept 

Sebastopol 

E. GLAMORGAN 

1  5th  Apr 

Kenfig  NNR 

26th  Sept 

Kenfig  NNR 

GOWER 

1 8th  Apr 

Eglwys  Nunydd  Res 

3rd  Sept 

Eglwys  Nunydd  Res 

PEMBROKE 

14th  Apr. 

Ramsey 

23rd  Sept. 

Skomer 

CEREDIGION 

21st  Apr. 

Aberystwyth 

BRECON 

1 8th  Apr 

Llangorse 

24th  Aug 

Llanwrthwl 

MEIRIONNYDD 

27th  Apr 

Broadwater 

21st  Aug 

Craig  yr  Aderyn 

MONTGOMERY 

15th  Apr. 

Dolydd  Hafren 

5th  Sept. 

Adfa 

CAERNARFON 

1 7th  Apr 

RSPB  Conwy 

3rd  Sept 

Glynllifon 

ANGLESEY 

19th  Apr 

Llyn  Traffwll 

1st  Sept 

Llyn  Alaw 

DENBIGH 

17th  Apr 

Con 

27th  Aug 

Wrexham 

FLINT 

16th  Apr 

Rhuddlan 

27th  Aug 

SS 

Largest  flocks:  200+  Abergavenny,  GWENT  22nd  July;  400  at  Cardiff  Bay,  E. 
GLAMORGAN  on  1st  Aug.;  450  over  Port  Talbot  docks  June  26th  GOWER;  400  Llangorse 
BRECON  19th  May. 


ALPINE  SWIFT  Apus  melba  GWENNOL  DDE FACH 

(A)  Rare  visitor. 

One  at  Porth  y  Rhaw,  PEMBROKE  on  23rd  Apr. 

KINGFISHER  Alcedo  atthis  GLAS  Y DORLAN 

(C)  Resident  in  lowland  areas. 

Breeding  information,  as  received:  at  3  sites  in  GWENT;  at  16  sites  E. GLAMORGAN;  at  6  in 
GOWER;  confirmed  at  one  site  in  PEMBROKE;  at  4  sites  in  MONTGOMERY. 

HOOPOE  Epupa  epops  COPOG 

(A)  An  uncommon  but  regular  passage  migrant  to  Wales. 

All  record  were  of  singles,  in  spring:  in  CARMARTHEN  at  Llangadog  on  16th  Apr.  and  at  St. 
Clears  on  27th  Apr;  Llangoedmor,  CEREDIGION  on  18th  Mar.;  in  CAERNARFON  at 
Waterloo  Port  on  28th  Apr  and  on  Bardsey  on  2nd  June. 

In  autumn,  singles  at  Pentyrch,  E. GLAMORGAN  on  6th  Sept,  and  at  Llangunnor, 
CARMARTHEN  on  23rd  Sept. 

2005:  one  at  Cynghordy  Hall,  CARMARTHEN  on  5th  Apr. 

WRYNECK  Jvnx  torquilla  PENGAM 

(A)  An  uncommon  but  regular  passage  migrant  in  Wales,  chiefly  to  coastal  counties  in 
autumn. 

All  records  were  of  singles  unless  stated.  The  only  spring  record  was  on  Skomer, 
PEMBROKE  on  24th  Apr. 

In  autumn:  in  E. GLAMORGAN:  at  Cardiff  Bay  wetland  reserve  on  22nd  Sept,  and  at  Nash 
Point  on  3ld  Oct.;  in  PEMBROKE:  on  Skomer  1 1th,  28th-29th  Sept,  6th-7lh  Oct  and  two  on  25th 
Sept.,  singles  Ramsey  22nd-24th  Sept,  Skokholm  17th  Oct,  Goodwick  Moor  27th-28th  Sept, 
Strumble  Head  19lh  Sept,  Pen  Anglas  28th  Sept,  Carn  Llidi  St  David's  24lh  Sept  and  three  St. 
David’s  Head  26lh  Sept.;  in  CAERNARFON,  on  the  Great  Orme  22nd  Sept,  and  on  Bardsey 
3rd,  1 1th,  14th  and  24th  Sept.;  at  Hen  Borth,  ANGLESEY  on  28th  Sept. 
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GREEN  WOODPECKER  Picus  viridis  CNOCELL  WERDD 

(C)  Once  a  common  breeding  resident  throughout  lowland  Wales  except  on  Anglesey.  It  now 
appears  to  be  doing  well  in  some  eastern  and  southern  counties  but  declining  in  most  western 
counties,  and  Montgomery  and  Radnor. 

The  few  records  received  are  summarised:  Present  at  seven  sites  in  GWENT;  in 
E. GLAMORGAN  bred  at  7  sites  and  reported  from  a  further  sixteen  sites;  bred  at  three  sites  in 
GOWER;  reported  from  41  sites  in  BRECON;  in  MONTGOMERY:  reported  from  27 
gardens;  13  sites  in  CAERNARFON;  3  in  ANGLESEY. 

GREAT  SPOTTED  WOODPECKER  Dendrocopos  major  CNOCELL  FRA1TH FWYAF 

(D)  A  common  breeding  resident  in  wooded  parts  of  Wales  but  scarce  on  Anglesey  and  the  Llyn 
peninsula. 

LESSER  SPOTTED  WOODPECKER  Dendrocopus  minor  CNOCELL  FRAITH  LEI AF 
(B)  A  scarce  and  local  breeding  resident  in  all  counties,  principally  distributed  in  the  lowlands 
and  along  the  main  river  valleys. 

All  records  for  this  scarce  species  are  shown  but  it  is  undoubtedly  under-recorded:  Noted  at  14 
sites  in  GWENT;  from  1 1  sites  in  E. GLAMORGAN;  at  6  sites  in  GOWER;  at  4  sites  in 
CARMARTHEN;  at  6  sites  in  PEMBROKE;  at  3  sites  in  BRECON;  at  8  sites  in  RADNOR;  at 
2  sites  in  MONTGOMERY;  at  2  sites  in  MEIRIONNYDD;  at  4  sites  in  CAERNARFON;  at  6 
sites  in  DENBIGH;  at  1  in  FLINT. 

SHORT-TOED  LARK  Calandrella  brachydactyla  EHEDYDD  LL  WYD 

(A)  Rare  vagrant. 

There  was  one  on  the  Great  Orme  CAERNARFON  30th  Sept.  -  9lh  Oct  and  one  on  Bardsey  on 
19th-25th  Sept. 


WOODLARK  Lullula  arborea  EHEDYDD  Y  COED 

(A)  Formerly  a  resident  breeding  species,  now  perhaps  returning.. 

All  records  were  of  singles  unless  stated,  a:  Nash  Point,  E. GLAMORGAN  on  18th  Oct.;  two  at 
Pitton,  GOWER  15th  Oct.;  one  overwintered  at  Caer  Waunfawr,  CAERNARFON  seen  on  2E1 
&  29th  and  remained  in  the  area  until  mid  March;  at  Carmel  Head  ANGLESEY  5tn  May. 

A  pair  in  the  east  of  GWENT  fledged  4  young  on  15  July,  the  first  successful  nesting  since 
1984. 

SKYLARK  Alauda  arvensis  EHEDYDD 

(C)  A  widespread  but  declining  breeding  species;  abundant  passage  migrant  in  autumn  and 
winter. 

Autumn  movement  Skomer  PEMBROKE  max  184  20th-23rd  Oct.;  on  Bardsey, 
CAERNARFON  max  200  in  October;  639  west  of  Wylfa,  ANGLESEY  between  16th  Sept-19lh 
Nov. 

Largest  winter  flocks:  in  E. GLAMORGAN  185  at  Clawdd-y-Mynach  Farm  on  3,d  Feb,  150  at 
Ty’n-y-Caeau  Farm  on  12lh  Jan  and  120  at  Nash  Point/C wm  Nash  on  3,d  Mar,  200  at  Ty’n-y- 
Caeau  Farm  on  24th  Oct,  200  at  Cwm  Nash  on  2nd  Nov  and  150  again  at  Ty’n-y-Caeau  Farm 
on  1st  Nov  and  100  plus  at  Nash  Point  on  10th  Nov  and  finally  100+  at  Ty’n-y-Caeau  Farm  on 
29th  Dec.;  500  at  Longhouse,  PEMBROKE  on  22nd  Jan.;  168  at  Ynyshir,  CEREDIGION  on 
27th  Feb.  and  cl 00  over  Capel  Bangor  on  18lh  Mar. 
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SHORE  LARK  Eremophila  alpestris  EHEDYDD  Y  TRAETH 

(A)  Regular  annually  at  one  North  Wales  site  in  very  small  numbers,  other-wise  a  scarce  and 
irregular  winter  visitor  and  scarce  passage  migrant. 

Single  Holyhead  Breakwater,  ANGLESEY  21st-23rd  Oct. 

SAND  MARTIN  Riparia  riparici  GWENNOL  Y  GLENNYDD 

(C)  Locally  common  breeding  visitor,  most  numerous  in  eastern  counties,  increasing.  Passage 
migrant  in  spring  and  autumn. 


Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

GWENT 

11th  Mar 

Llandegfedd  Res 

25th  Sept 

Peterstone  Gout 

E. GLAMORGAN 

16th  Mar 

Pencoed  College 

14th  Oct 

Cardiff  Bay 

GOWER 

25th  Mar. 

Eglwys  Nunydd  Res 

2nd  Oct. 

River  Tawe/Swansea  Vale 

PEMBROKE 

12th  Mar. 

Johnston 

25th  Sept. 

Skomer 

CEREDIGION 

24th  Mar. 

Llechryd 

BRECON 

22nd  Mar 

Brynich 

1 5th  Sept 

Llangorse 

MONTGOMERY 

23rd  Mar. 

Dolydd  Hafren 

ANGLESEY 

27th  Mar 

LlynTraffwll,  South  Stack  &  Llyn 

30th  Sept 

Carmel  Hd 

Cefni 

DENBIGH 

26th  Mar 

Conwy 

21st  Sept 

Towyn  Beach 

FLINT 

26th  Mar 

Shotton  Steelworks 

6th  Aug 

Rhuddlan 

Max  spring  counts:  at  Kenfig  E. GLAMORGAN  240  on  9th  and  250  on  19th  Apr  and  200  plus 
at  Cardiff  Bay  on  28th  Mar.;  in  GOWER:  400  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  6th  Apr.,  500  on  the  8th 
and  300  on  the  24th  with  450  on  the  5lh  May.  540  at  Waungron/Upper  Loughor  on  27th  June. 
500  Coedbach  CARMARTHEN  20th  Apr.  Spring  passage  Ramsey  PEMBROKE  5,152  most 
moving  east.  1 80  at  Llangorse,  BRECON  on  27th  Mar.,  230  on  the  3 1st  and  800  on  3rd  Apr. 

Large  gathering  ot  1,000  at  Goldcliff,  GWENT  on  15th  July  and  300  at  Tonfannau, 
MEIRIONNYDD  on  1st  July. 

Large  breeding  colonies:  GWENT:  286  occupied  hole  on  River  Usk  at  Castle  Meadows  7lh 
May;  GOWER  River  Loughor  576,  River  Tawe  47,  River  Neath  216,  total  856-861  at  all  sites 
highest  county  population  since  survey  began  in  1982.  High  water  levels  on  the  Usk  and  Wye 
BRECON  washed  out  most  ot  the  nests.  In  RADNOR:  1,896  occupied  holes  in  the  Glasbury 
area.  30  occupied  nest  holes  Porth  Neigwl  CAERNARFON,  26  nest  holes  Hen  Borth, 
ANGLESEY. 

SWALLOW  Hirundo  rustica  GWENNOL 

(C)  A  widely  distributed  and  common  summer  visitor  and  passage  migrant. 


Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

GWENT 

26th  Mar 

Uskmouth 

26th  Oct 

Newport 

E. GLAMORGAN 

27th  Mar 

Kenfig  NNR 

GOWER 

27th  Mar 

Eglwys  Nunydd  Res 

to 

O 

o 

Eglwys  Nunydd  Res 

PEMBROKE 

27th  Mar 

Cwra  yr  Eglwys  and  Skomer 

2nd  Nov. 

Skomer 

CEREDIGION 

27thMar. 

Lechryd 

BRECON 

27th  Mar 

Llanhamlach  and  Glasbury 

21st  Sept 

Llangorse 

MONTGOMERY 

28th  Mar 

12th  Oct. 

12 

MEIRIONNYDD 

29th  Mar 

Aberdyfi 

20th  Oct 

CAERNARFON 

26th  Mar 

Morfa  Madryn 

20th  Oct 

Conwy  RSPB 

ANGLESEY 

27th  Mar 

Llyn  Traffwll 

29"’  Nov 

Holyhead 

DENBIGH 

27th  Mar 

Glyndyfrdwy 

FLINT 

30th  Mar 

CQNR 

28th  Oct 

Rhuddlan 
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Large  counts  from:  GWENT:  500  at  Mynyddislwyn  and  Uskmouth  on  16lh  Sept.;  1,500 
passing  through  Lavemock,  E. GLAMORGAN  on  7th  Sept.,  and  750  on  26th  Sept,  and  1,000  at 
Kenfig  on  25th  Sept.;  500  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res,  GOWER  on  22nd  May  and  400  on  17th  & 
20lh  Aug.  and  2nd  Sept.  Autumn  passage  max  Skomer  PEMBROKE  6,500  25th  Sept, 9,  204 
Ramsey  14,h  Sept  -  17lh  Oct.  5,000  of  which  were  on  25th  Sept.;  on  ANGLESEY:  200  at  Llyn 
Traffwll  and  500  Llyn  Alaw  30th  Apr. 

Winter  records  singles  Penarth  Cardiff  E. GLAMORGAN  6th  Dec.  and  at  Conwy  RSPB 
CAERNARFON  13th  Dec. 


HOUSE  MARTIN  Delichon  urbica  GWENNOL  Y BONDO 


(C)  Summer  visitor, 

well  distributed  and  locally  common. 

Increasing. 

Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

GWENT 

1st  Apr 

Bedwas 

15th  Oct 

Peterstone  Gout 

E. GLAMORGAN 

19th  Mar 

Llanfabon 

17thOct 

Godreman 

GOWER 

5th  Apr 

Swansea  Vale 

10th  Oct 

Penclawdd 

PEMBROKE 

1st  Apr. 

Pen  Anglas 

13th  Oct. 

Skomer 

CEREDIGION 

28th  Mar. 

Cors  Caron 

BRECON 

5th  Apr 

Sennybridge 

30th  Sept 

Sennybridge 

MONTGOMERY 

24th  Apr. 

William  Condry 

MEIRIONNYDD 

7th  Apr 

Aberdyfi 

17th  Nov 

CAERNARFON 

6th  Apr 

Roewen 

Penrhosgamedd  Bangor 

ANGLESEY 

3rd  Apr 

Beddmanarch 

16th  Nov 

Valley 

DENBIGH 

13th  Apr 

Rhewl 

22nd  Sept 

Llanbedr  Dyffryn 

FLINT 

2nd  Apr 

SS 

10th  Oct 

Rhuddlan 

Largest  counts  (200+):  680  at  Goldcliff,  GWENT  on  22nd  Apr.;  in  E. GLAMORGAN  300 
Lanfabon  19th  Mar,  250  Cardiff  Bay  23ld  May,  300  Parc  Slip  3,d  Aug,  250  Cwm  Nash  13!h 
Sept,  250  Mountain  Ash  16th  Sept  and  finally  200  Abercwmloi  16th  Aug.;  210  at  Wemffrwd, 
GOWER  on  30th  Aug.;  300  Kidwelly  CARMARTHEN  22nd  May;  500  Penycae  DENBIGH  on 
17th  Sept. 

RICHARD’S  PIPIT  Anthus  novaeseelandiae  CORHEDYDD  Y RICHARD 

(A)  A  scarce  autumn  passage  migrant. 

Singles:  at  Skomer,  PEMBROKE  on  14th  Oct.;  in  CAERNARFON  at  Great  Orme  lst-2nd  and 
22nd  Oct,  at  Bodafon  Fields  Llandudno  25th  Nov.  and  on  Bardsey  14th,  23ld  and  24th  Oct  with  2 
there  on  1st  Nov.  On  ANGLESEY:  at  Carmel  Head  on  14th  Oct  and  at  Mynachdy  on  19lh  Nov. 

TAWNY  PIPIT  Anthus  campestris  CORHEDYDD  MELYN 

(A)  Very  rare  vargant. 

There  were  two  in  fields  between  Cemlyn  and  Hen  Borth,  ANGLESEY  on  25th  Sept  and  one, 
presumably  one  of  these,  at  Hen  Borth  on  the  26th 

OLIVE-BACKED  PIPIT  Anthus  hodgsoni  CORHEDYDD  GW}rRDDGEFN 

(A)  Very  rare  vagrant. 

The  4th  Welsh  record,  was  of  a  single  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  20th  Oct.  2003. 
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TREE  PIPIT  A.  trivialis  CORHEDYDD  Y  COED 

(C)  A  widely  distributed  and  locally  numerous  summer  visitor,  increasing.  Passage  migrant  in 
fairly  small  numbers,  best  marked  on  the  south  coast  in  autumn. 


Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

GWENT 

5th  Apr 

Nine  Wells  Wentwood 

1 6th  Sept 

Uskmouth 

E. GLAMORGAN 

1st  Apr 

Gilfach  y  Rhyd 

GOWER 

14th  Apr 

Bryn 

15th  Oct. 

PEMBROKE 

15th  Apr. 

Skomer 

Skomer 

BRECON 

8th  Apr 

Llanwrthwl 

MEIRIONNYDD 

21st  May 

Dolgoch 

CAERNARFON 

4th  Apr 

Bardsey 

11th  Oct 

Bardsey 

ANGLESEY 

28th  Apr 

Range 

FLINT 

22nd  Apr 

Fenn’s  Moss 

12th  Oct 

Myndd  ty 
Llangynwyd 

In  E. Glamorgan  the  highest  spring  counts  were  of  30  including  8  males  at  Rudry  Common  on 
27th  Apr,  13  singing  males  at  Ogmore  Forest  on  1 1th  May,  and  4  pairs  at  Ogmore  Forest  on 
3rd  June.  Breeding  was  confirmed  with  2  pairs  successful  at  Darren  y  Bannau,  Caerau  and  1 
pair  at  Mynydd  Beili-Glas.  In  the  Flynfi  Valley  33  pairs  were  present  in  a  survey  of  49  1km 
squares.  In  BRECON  30  territories  on  Epynt,  18-19  Camgafallt,12  Glasfynydd  Forest  (the 
Brecon  section)  and  26  elsewhere. 

MEADOW  PIPIT  A.  pratensis  CORHEDYDD  Y  WA UN 

(C)  A  widespread  and  numerous  breeding  species,  especially  on  moorland.  Winter  visitor  and 
passage  migrant.  Most  breeding  birds  are  summer  visitors. 

Farge  autumn  counts  (100+)  include:  400  Brynitethel  GWENT  20th  Oct.;  in  E.GFAMORGAN 
140  and  145  at  Favernock  Point  on  26th  Sept,  and  17th  Oct,  200  at  Cwm  Nash/Nash  Point  on 
26th  Sept.,  400  at  Cwm  Nash  and  1 10  at  Kenfig  on  30lh  Sept,  and  150  at  Perthcelyn  on  1st  Oct.; 
500  at  Cynnant,  Cynghordy,  CARMARTHEN  4th  Oct.;  200  on  Skomer  PEMBROKE  9th- 10th 
and  24lh  Sept.  1,000  in  Elan  Valley,  RADNOR  on  16th  Sept.  There  were  200  at  Pant-y-Cyff 
CAERNARFON  on  23ld  March.  200  in  Cwm  Eigiau  on  7th  June,  150  flew  west  over  over 
Braich  y  Pwll,  Uwchmynydd  on  24lh  Sept,  and  120  south  between  Botwnnog  and  Aberdaron  on 
25th  Sept.  There  were  100  in  Cwm  Oerddwr/Cwm  Ystradllyn  on  8th  Sept.  There  were  107  at 
Carmel  Head  ANGLESEY  on  23rd  Mar.  and  235  on  the  25th 

In  the  Llynfi  Valley,  E.  GLAMORGAN,  417  pairs  were  present  in  a  survey  of  49  lkm  squares. 

ROCK  PI  PIT  A.  petrosus  CORHEDYDD  Y  CRAIG 

(C)  A  breeding  resident  of  rocky ;  coastlines  in  all  coastal  counties  except  Flint  and  Gwent. 
Winter  visitor  in  small  numbers. 

Inland  records  of  singles  at  Ty’n-y-caeau  Farm,  E. GLAMORGAN  on  29  Dec.  and  at 
Glasbury,  BRECON  on  6th  Apr. 

Monthly  maximum  counts  Bardsey  CAERNARFON. 

J  F  M  A  M  J  J  A  S  O 

Bardsey  11  15  21  7  14  21  21  35  70  49 

There  were  several  records  of  birds  believed  to  belong  to  the  Scandinavian  race  littoralis  on 
Bardsey,  CAERNARFON.  In  spring  there  were  four  records  of  up  to  four  birds  in  March, 
including  one  individual  wearing  a  metal  ring  from  the  Finnish  Ringing  Scheme  (Helsinki). 
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There  were  three  singles  in  April  with  the  last  on  the  18th.  In  Oct.  several  birds  thought  to  be  of 
this  race  were  seen,  with  6  on  17th  and  18th,  5  on  20th,  22nd  and  30lh,  and  two  on  25th,  27th  and 
29th.  Elsewhere:  3  at  Afon  Clettwr,  CEREDIGION  on  4th  Mar.  and  one  Glasbury,  RADNOR  4th 
-  7th  Apr. 

WATER  PIPIT  A.  spinoletta  CORHEDYDD  Y DWR 

(A)  A  winter  visitor  in  small  numbers,  mainly  recorded  in  coasted  areas  but  also,  less 
frequently  in  Wales,  inland.  Passage  migrant  in  small  numbers. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Sept 

Oct  Nov  Dec 

GWENT  Peter/Wen 

At  least  22  individuals,  perhaps  up  to  35,  until  4th  Apr. 

7 

E. GLAMORGAN 

4 

1 

GOWER 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

PEMBROKE 

1 

CEREDIGION 

1 

Afon  Clettwr 

4-6 

2-4 

Cors  Caron 

3-4 

2-4 

MEIRIONNYDD 

1 

CAERNARFON 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

ANGLESEY 

1 

2005  CARM. 

1 

4 

1 

2004  CARM. 

1 

1 

YELLOW  WAGTAIL  Motacilla  flava 

SIGLENFELEN 

(B)  A  summer  visitor,  breeds  in 

small  numbers  in  6  counties. 

Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

GWENT 

5th  Apr 

Llandegfedd  Res 

24th  Sept 

Goldcliff 

E. GLAMORGAN 

28th  Feb 

Castle  Moat 

3rd  Oct 

Nash  .Pt-Cwm  Nash 

GOWER 

28th  Apr 

Wemffrwd 

25th  Nov 

Derwen  Fawr 

CARMARTHEN 

26th  Sept 

Pentre  Dafis 

PEMBROKE 

12th  May. 

Skomer 

23rd  Sept. 

Ramsey 

CEREDIGION 

20th  Apr. 

Llanrhystud 

BRECON 

6th  Apr 

Glasbury 

1  1th  Sept 

Llangusty 

MONTGOMERY 

16th  Apr. 

Dolydd  Hafren 

CAERNARFON 

18th  Apr 

Conwy  RSPB 

22nd  Sept 

Conwy  RSPB 

ANGLESEY 

22nd  Apr 

Cemlyn 

8th  Oct 

Carmel  Hd 

FLINT 

10th  Apr 

Rhyl 

12th  Sept 

CQNR 

Autumn  passage  was  noted:  with  a  flyover  party  of  20  at  Marcross  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  9th 
Sept.  3  at  Parcau  Avenue  -  Bridgend  on  8th  Sept,  2  at  Dunraven  Park  on  10th  Sept,  2  at 
Portobello  Island  on  13th  Sept,  2  at  Kenfig  Pool  on  24th  Sept  and  a  good  inland  record  of  2  at 
Llangynwyd  on  26th  Sept.  3  between  Nash  Point  and  Cwm  Nash  on  3rd  Oct. 

Breeding  records  were:  at  Llanllowell,  Caerphilly  and  Abergavenny  GWENT;  at  Pontygwindy 
Industrial  Estate  and  4  at  Llanilid  E. GLAMORGAN;  16  breeding  territories  located  in 
BRECON;  16  pairs  along  the  Wye,  RADNOR;  at  Dolydd  Hafren  and  Kerry  in 
MONTGOMERY. 

Blue  headed  of  the  race  flavissima  at  Rhossili,  GOWER  on  28th  May,  at  Ynyshir, 
CEREDIGION  on  16th  Apr,  at  Llangusty  BRECON  on  7th  Apr.  and  at  Shotwick  Boating  Lake, 
FLINT  30th  Apr. 
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GREY  WAGTAIL  Motacilla  cinerea  SIGLEN  L  WYD 

(C)  Locally  common  breeding  resident ,  mainly  along  fast-flowing  streams  in  all  mainland 
counties  of  Wales.  Increasing  but  very  scarce  on  Anglesey.  Most  move  away  from  hills  in  the 
autumn  and  either  emigrate  or  frequent  sites  on  lower  ground. 

Bred  at  19  sites  in  GWENT.  In  E. GLAMORGAN  breeding  was  confirmed  at  10  locations. 
The  Llynfi  Valley  held  49  pairs  in  a  survey  of  49  1km  squares.  The  species  appears  to  more 
common  on  ANGLESEY  than  formerly,  with  singles  recorded  from  many  locations,  both 
coastal  and  inland. 

Autumn  passage  on  Bardsey  CAERNARFON  peaked  at  22  on  10th  Sept.,  21  on  the  14lh  and 
26  on  26th  Sept 

PIED  WAGTAIL  M.  alba  SIGLEN  FRAITH 

(C)  A  common  and  widespread  breeding  resident  in  many  habitats.  Autumn  passage  migrant 
and  winter  visitor.  The  continental  race,  White  Wagtail,  M.a.  alba,  is  a  regular  passage 
migrant,  occasionally  breeding. 

The  Llynfi  Valley  E. GLAMORGAN  held  123  pairs  in  a  survey  of  49  1km  squares. 


Monthly  maximum  counts  Bardsey  and  Black  Rock  Sands  CAERNARFON  and  West  of 
Wylfa,  ANGLESEY: 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sept 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Bardsey 

20 

24 

15 

16 

15 

20 

26 

11 

20 

Black  Rock  Sands  15 

30 

70 

50 

Wylfa  4 

2 

27 

31 

7 

5 

38 

30 

26 

10 

6 

9 

Roosts  of  Pied  Wagtails  (M.a.  Yarrelli)  At  Queen  Street  in  Cardiff  city  centre  E. GLAMORGAN 
c200  birds  on  8th  Jan  and  high  counts  of  140  and  180  were  noted  at  Lletty  Brongu  Sewage 
Works  -  Maesteg  on  4th  Jan  and  2nd  Mar,  the  Hirwaun  Ponds  120  birds  on  10th  Sep,  the  roost  at 
Queen  St  in  Cardiff  city  centre  attracted  150+  birds  on  6th  Dec.  with  100  birds  at  Nantgarw  on 
29th  Dec.  At  the  Watton,  BRECON  by  night  reached  84  on  23ld  Mar.  and  140  in  a  reedbed 
roost  at  Llangusty  1 2th  Oct. 

Large  counts  elsewhere  included:  86  feeding  at  Balmore  Lakes,  GWENT  5  Feb.;  in 
CAERNARFON  there  were  109  at  Llwyn  Onn,  Tal-y-bont  on  23,d  Aug.,  on  wires  before 
going  to  roost  in  Maize,  with  69  here  on  30th  Aug.  and  80+  on  4th  Oct..  100  were  gathering  to 
roost  at  Tesco,  Bangor  at  sunset  on  1st  and  14th  Nov.,  with  160  here  on  28th  Dec. 

Passage  of  White  Wagtails  M.  a.  alba 

At  Goldcliff  Lagoons  GWENT  a  max  of  18  on  14th  Apr  and  40  on  22nd  Apr. 

In  E. GLAMORGAN  c30  at  Sker  Pt/Pink  Bay  on  20th  Apr.  2  at  Sker  on  4th  Apr,  1  inland  at 
Cwm  Nant  Gwyn  -Llangynwyd  on  14th  Apr,  1  on  Cardiff  Bay  barrage  on  15th  Apr,  1  at  Kenfig 
Pool  on  20th  Apr,  and  1  at  Nantyffyllon  -  Maesteg  on  21st  and  25th  Apr.  2  at  Kenfig  Pool  on  19th 
Aug,  1  at  Cardiff  Bay  ban-age  on  4th  Sept,  and  1  at  Nantyffyllon  -  Maesteg  on  15th  Sept. 

In  CAERNARFON  the  earliest  record  was  one  at  Conwy  RSPB  on  25  March  .The  main 
passage  here  started  with  two  on  4th  Apr.  with  the  highest  counts  22  on  2El  Apr.,  25  on  the  22nd 
and  40  on  the  23rd  Apr.  Monthly  maximum  counts  Bardsey  CAERNARFON 

Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov 

1  14  11  0  0  4  78  10  1 


219 


There  was  a  large  spring  passage  at  Cemlyn  ANGLESEY,  with  a  max  here  of  40  on  16  April 
and  25  on  27  Apr.  Very  small  numbers  were  then  seen  regularly  into  June  with  the  last  bird 
recorded  on  27th  of  that  month.  43  were  recorded  West  of  Wylfa  on  17th  Apr.  and  there  were  4 
at  Carmel  Head  on  5th  May. 

WAXWING  Bombycilla  garrulus  CYNFFON  SIDAN 

(A)  An  irruptive  winter  visitor  from  Northern  Scandinavia  and  north-east  Europe;  occurs 
erratically  in  Wales  in  small  numbers,  most  usually  in  years  of  major  irruption  in  eastern 
England. 

Additional  records  from  2005:  in  CARMARTHEN:  6  Kidwelli  3rd  Jan.,  3  at  Llandeilo  24lh  7 
30th  jan.,  up  to  66  Carmarthen  Hospital  /  Pensam  28th  Jan.  -  11th  Feb.,  30  at  Abergwili  on  20th 
Feb.,  one  Burry  Port  2nd  -  6th  Dec.;  in  RADNOR:  20  at  Crossgates  14th  -  31st  Jan.,  10 
Pentrosfa  18th  Jan.,  singles  Clyro  24th  Jan.,  Elan  Valley  24th  Jan.,  Llandrindod  Wells  25th  Feb. 
with  6  there  1 8th  Mar. 

DIPPER  Cinclus  cinclus  BRONWEN  Y DWR 

(C)  Common  resident  of  fast  flowing  streams,  particularly  in  hill  areas.  In  winter  some 
individuals  move  into  the  lowlands  and  also  make  use  of  estuaries,  rocky >  coasts  and  lake 
edges. 

Breeding  noted  at  24  locations  in  GWENT;  1 1  pairs  at  8  sites  in  GOWER  and  probably  bred  at 
another  four  sites;  at  7  sites  in  CARMARTHEN;  27  pairs  in  BRECON. 

WREN  Troglodytes  trogloydytes  DRYW 

(C)  Abundant  resident,  found  from  sea-level  to  3,000ft. 

67  territories  on  Skomer  and  7  on  Skokholm,  both  PEMBROKE.  In  BRECON:  Over  80  singing 
males/territories  were  logged  at  eighteen  sites  around  and  to  the  west  of  Sennybridge  during 
May,  max.  18  at  Usk  Reservoir.  Territory  counts  at  RSPB  Camgafallt  woodlands  found  95-102 
there,  with  a  further  46  on  Epynt  late  in  May. 

Large  counts  included:  39  along  a  7km  walk  in  Wentwood,  GWENT  on  27th  June. 

DUNNOCK  Prunella  modularis  LL  YWD  Y  G  WR  YCH 

(C)  Abundant  breeding  resident.  Passage  migrant  and  possible  winter  visitor  in  small  numbers. 
The  highest  counts  in  E.  GLAMORGAN  were  at  Ystrad/Llwynypia  where 
A  survey  of  the  Maesteg  area  recorded  1 64  pairs  in  forty-nine  1  km  squares. 

Breeding  territories  67  Skomer,  6  Skokholm,  Influx  of  60+  on  Skomer  mid  Oct. 

ROBIN  Eritliacus  rubecula  ROBIN  GOCH 

(C)  A  common  and  widespread  resident  in  all  counties  and  a  passage  migrant. 

Breeding  season  counts  included:  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  a  survey  of  the  Maesteg  area  recorded 
401  pairs  in  forty-nine  1  km  squares;  in  BRECON:  MOD  Epynt  bird  survey  in  late  May  with 
97  territories  identified.  A  breeding  bird  survey  of  RSPB  owned  woodlands  at  Camgafallt 
found  60-68  territories. 

In  autumn  migrant  influxes  resulted  in  high  counts:  in  PEMBROKE:  80  Skomer  in  September, 
100+  in  October  &  150+  in  November,  on  Skokholm  20  in  September  and  30  in  October  and 
150+  on  Ramsey  during  October;  in  CAERNARFON:  cl 00  in  the  Uwchmynydd  area  on  24lh 
Sept.  Autumn  migration  on  Bardsey  peaked  at  24  on  8th  Sept,  with  20  on  the  16th  and  34  on  25th 
Sept. 
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TINGOCH  DU 


BLACK  REDSTART  Phoenicurus  ochruros 

(C)  Spring  and  autumn  passage  migrant.  Winter  visitor  in  small  numbers. 


Breakdown  of  records  (minima)  by  month  for  each  county: 


j 

F  M 

A 

M  June  Aug  S  O 

N 

D 

GWENT 

1 

1 

E.  GLAM. 

4 

1  + 

1  + 

GOWER 

2 

1  1 

1 

2 

CARM. 

2 

2 

2 

PEMB. 

2  1 

2 

9 

3 

Skomer 

3 

4 

2 

1 

Skokholm 

1 

2 

CERE. 

1 

3 

BRECON 

1 

CAERN. 

1 

1  1 

1 

3 

Great  Orme 

1 

1 

Bardsey 

2  ? 

? 

ANGLE. 

1 

1  2 

1 

2 

2005  CARM 

2 

4 

2004  CARM 

1 

The  highest  first  winter  count  was 

4  at  Cardiff  Bay  on  2nd  Jan. 

Inland:  a  male 

on  an  area  of  limestone  pavement  at  Ogof  Ffynnon  Du,  BRECON 

on  10th 

Feb. 

REDSTART  Phoenicurus  phoenicurus  TINGOCH 

(C)  A  numerous  breeding  species  in  deciduous  woodland  and  ffridd  in  many  parts  of  upland 
Wales.  Locally  common  elsewhere;  scarce  on  Anglesey  and  Pembroke.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 
Table  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 


Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

GWENT 

15th  Apr. 

Llansoy,  M.  Henllys  &  Rogiet 

23rd  Oct. 

Peterstone  Gout 

E.  GLAM. 

9th  Apr. 

Coed-y-Bedw 

19th  Sept. 

Parc  Slip 

GOWER 

3rd  Apr. 

Margam  Moors 

PEMB. 

1 7th  Mar. 

Skokholm 

24th  Sept. 

Cam  Llidi 

CERE. 

9th  Apr. 

Devil’s  Bridge 

BRECON 

9th  Apr. 

Pennorth 

7th  Sept. 

Llanwrthwl 

CAERN. 

1 5th  Apr. 

Bardsey 

ANGLE. 

1 5th  Apr. 

Stack  Rock 

DENBIGH 

15th  Apr. 

Clocaenog 

FLINT 

22nd  Apr. 

Cilcain 

In  EAST  GLAMORGAN  breeding  was  confirmed  at  13  sites  and  a  survey  of  the  Maesteg  area 
recorded  20  breeding  pairs  in  forty-nine  1  km  squares. 

In  BRECON  30-33  territories  were  counted  at  RSPB  Carngafallt  woodlands,  33  territories  in 
Yscir  parish  (long-term  average  of  34),  10  around  the  perimeter  of  Cefn  Llechid,  9  in  the 
Llaneglwys/Vale  Farm/Lower  Chapel  areas  and  6  at  Yr  Allt  (Sennybridge)  during  May.  66 
pairs  at  lake  Vyrnwy,  MONTGOMERY;  MEIRIONNYDD:  2  breeding  pairs  along  Dyffryn 
Glyncul  in  June  and  53  pairs  on  the  Migneint  in  the  breeding  season  (not  a  full  survey). 
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WHINCHAT  Saxicolci  rubetra  CREC  YR  EITHIN 


(C)  Summer  breeding  visitor;  now  predominantly  a  species  of  upland  areas.  Declining. 
Table  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 


Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

GWENT 

21st  Apr. 

Uskmouth 

2nd  Dec. 

Uskmouth 

E.  GLAM. 

21st  Apr. 

Cardiff  Heliport  &  Lock’s  Common 

4th  Oct. 

Cosmeston  &  Nash  Point 

GOWER 

1 5th  Oct. 

Overton 

PEMB. 

22nd  Apr. 

Goodwick  Moor 

11th  Oct. 

Lower  Treleddyn 

CERE. 

1 6th  Apr. 

Ynyshir 

9th  Sept. 

BRECON 

21st  Apr. 

10,  Cross  Inn,  Epynt 

Grwyne  Fawr 

MEIRE 

29th  Apr. 

Tonfanau 

9th  Sept. 

Penllyn  Marsh 

CAERN. 

23rd  Apr. 

Great  Orme 

25th  Sept. 

4,  Bardsey 

ANGLE. 

18th  Apr. 

South  Stack 

1st  Oct. 

Carmel  Head 

DENB. 

23rd  Apr. 

Ruabon  Moor 

FLINT 

1st  May 

Inner  Marsh  Farm 

th 

Spring  passage  on  Bardsey  peaked  at  5  on  13  May.  In  autumn,  max.  4  on  Skomer, 
PEMBROKE  on  16th  Sept. 

Breeding  reports  include:  confirmed  at  4  sites  in  E.  GLAMORGAN  and  a  survey  of  the 
Maesteg  area  recorded  4  breeding  pairs  in  forty-nine  1  km  squares.  15  territories  on  Cors 
Caron,  CEREDIGION.  In  BRECON:  breeding  in  depressed  numbers  at  Craig  Cerrig  Gleisiad 
and  Fan  Frynych  (2  territories  each),  Craig  Cwm-du  (1),  Allt  Ddu  (Beacons)  (1  -  'a  big 
decline'),  Nant  Gwinau  (Nant-ddu)(l),  Pantmawr  (2),  Fan  Nedd  (1),  Fan  Hir  (1),  Cefn  Cul  (7- 
8),  Glasfynydd  (3),  Llyn  Dwr  (4),  Cefn  Moel  (5),  Cross  Inn  (5),  Epynt  (ca.16),  Esgair  Gul  (2), 
Penrhos  (2)  and  North  Trembyd  (3)(both  LlanwrthwlfA  survey  of  the  CAERNARFON  part  of 
the  Migneint  found  8  pairs  in  suitable  breeding  habitat. 

STONECHAT  Saxicola  torquatus  CLOCHDAR  Y  CERRIG 

(C)  Breeding  resident ,  locally  common  in  coastal  areas  and  thinly  distributed  inland.  Numbers 
regularly  reduced  after  hard  winters.  Increasing.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 

In  E.  GLAMORGAN:  a  survey  of  the  Maesteg  area  recorded  75  breeding  pairs  in  forty-nine  1 
km  squares;  22  at  East  Clyne  Common,  GOWER  on  23ui  July;  7  territories  on  Ramsey, 
PEMBROKE;  in  BRECON:  24  pairs  were  found  at  13  locations  on  MOD  Epynt,  and  17  at 
fourteen  sites  south  and  west  of  Sennybridge.  MEIRIONNYDD:  10  pairs  bred  in  gorse  clumps 
at  Penllyn  Marsh  &  Aberdyfi  golf  course  and  there  were  82  pairs  on  the  Migneint  in  the 
breeding  season  (not  a  full  survey).  A  survey  of  the  CAERNARFON  part  of  the  Migneint 
found  13  pairs  in  suitable  breeding  habitat.  Largest  count  was  of  24  on  Bardsey, 
CAERNARFON  on  25th  Sept. 

WHEATEAR  Oenanthe  oenanthe  TINWEN  Y  GARN 


(C)  Summer  visitor  and  passage  migrant.  Locally  common,  favouring  upland  areas  with  sheep- 
grazed  turf. 

Table  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 


Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

GWENT 

13th  Mar. 

2,  Goldcliff 

22nd  Oct. 

Caldicot  Pill 

E.  GLAM. 

15th  Mar. 

2,  Llanilid  &  one  Porthkerry 

26th  Nov. 

Cardiff  Bay 

GOWER 

19th  Mar. 

Wemffrwd 

9th  Oct. 

Wemffrwd 

PEMB. 

16th  Mar. 

Ramsey 

25th  Nov. 

Castle  Martin 

CERE. 

16th  Mar. 

Aberystwyth 

30th  Sept. 

BRECON 

27th  Mar. 

Glasbury 

2,  Roman  Road  &  one  Crai  dam 

MONT. 

13™  Apr. 

Dolydd  Hafren 

MEIRE 

1st  Apr. 

2, Penllyn  Marsh 

20™  Oct. 

2,  Broadwater 
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Earliest 

CAERN.  13th  Mar. 

ANGLE.  22nd  Mar. 

FLINT  25th  Mar. 


Site 

Great  Orme 
Hen  Borth 
Connah’s  Quay 


Latest  Site 

7th  Nov.  Bardsey 

20th  Oct.  Carmel  Head 

20th  Oct.  Connah’s  Quay 


Breeding  counts  included:  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  in  the  Llynfi  Valley  30  pairs  bred  in  forty- 
nine  1km  squares;  in  PEMBROKE:  18  territories  Skomer  and  80  Ramsey;  becoming 
increasingly  localised  as  a  breeder  in  BRECON,  particularly  in  the  east,  with  a  reduced  density 
of  pairs  in  favoured  areas.  22  pairs  found  at  15  sites,  included  only  one  in  Yscir  parish,  the 
lowest  for  ten  years.  The  highest  densities  were  found  west  of  Sennybridge  with  63  territories 
in  15  areas,  max.  26  territories  in  the  Penwyllt  area.  Only  16  birds  were  found  in  those  parts  of 
MOD  Epynt  surveyed  in  May.  Multiple  breeding  counts  elsewhere  were  received  from  Cefn 
Moel  (3  pairs)  and  Gamrhiw/Bryn  Melys,  Llanwrthwl  (5  pairs);  in  MEIRIONNYDD:  136  pairs 
on  the  Migneint  in  the  breeding  season  (not  a  full  survey);  a  survey  of  the  CAERNARFON  part 
of  the  Migneint  found  13  pairs  in  suitable  breeding  habitat. 

Peak  spring  migration:  in  GWENT:  20  at  Garnlydan  Res.  on  3rd  Apr.;  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  25 
at  Rhymney  Great  Wharf  and  37  at  Cardiff  Heliport  on  21st  Apr.;  in  PEMBROKE:  57  Skomer 
on  5th  Apr.  and  50  on  Ramsey  on  29th  Mar.;  MEIRIONNYDD:  20  at  Tonfanau  on  22nd  April 
and  23  at  Penllyn  Marsh  on  the  23rd;  CAERNARFON:  20  on  the  Great  Orme  on  lsl  Apr.  with 
52  here  on  the  15th  and  a  max  count  of  185  on  23ld  Apr.  On  ANGLESEY:  34  at  South  Stack  on 
18th  Apr.  with  60  here  on  the  19th  &  100+  on  the  22nd  Apr.  and  20  at  Cemlyn  on  16lh  Apr. 


Monthly  maximum  counts 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

June 

July 

Aug 

Sept 

Oct 

CAERN.  Bardsey 

8 

57 

24 

20 

20 

27 

30 

3 

ANGLE.  Wylfa 

5 

50 

27 

6 

2 

3 

5 

10 

Birds  exhibiting  characteristics  of  the  Greenland  race  O.  o.  leucorhoa  were  noted:  in  GWENT: 
at  Mynydd  Maen  on  26th  Apr.;  in  E.  GLAMORGAN  at  Kenfig  Pool  on  1st  May  and  Llanilid  on 
3ld  May;  in  GOWER:  17  at  Mynydd  Cadle  on  29th  Apr.  and  at  Baglan  Energy  Park  on  4lh  May; 
in  PEMBROKE:  Skokholm,  1  on  24  Apr  and  4  on  23  Apr  also  Skomer  8  on  29  Apr  and  1  on  7 
May  at  in  BRECON  at  Usk  Dam  on  2nd  May  and  a  male  within  a  group  of  7  passage  birds  at 
Blaengwdi  on  23rd  Aug.;  one  in  Elan  Valley,  RADNOR  on  29th  Apr.;  in  CAERNARFON:  on 
Bardsey,  arrived  in  good  numbers  in  mid  to  late  April,  with  daily  counts  of  20  or  more  to  the 
month's  end.  The  peak  count  was  57  on  the  19lh.  In  autumn  29  on  13th  Sept,  were  mostly  of 
this  race  as  were  30  on  the  24th;  one  at  Carmel  Head,  ANGLESEY  on  23rd  Sept. 

ISABELLINE  WHEATEAR  Oenanthe  isabellina  TINWEN ISABELLA 

(A)  Very  rare  vagrant. 

The  fourth  Welsh  record  was  of  a  1st  W  at  Mynachdy  and  Ty’n  Llan,  ANGLESEY  on  22nd  - 
23rd  Sept. 

Additional  record  from  2002:  1st  W  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  16th  Oct. 
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RING  OUZEL  Turdus  torquatus  MWYALCHEN  Y  MYNYDD 

(B)  Summer  visitor  breeding  in  the  uplands  in  decreasing  numbers;  passage  migrant.  Wales  - 
Red  listed. 

A  re-survey  of  26  of  the  39  tetrads  surveyed  in  1999  for  the  national  Ring  Ouzel  survey  found  a 
maximum  of  25  pairs,  a  69%  decline.  Numbers  were  down  everywhere,  with  biggest  declines 
on  the  Rhinogs.  A  survey  of  the  Migneint  Project  area  found  14-21  territories,  of  which  1 1-12 
were  found  on  the  Arenig  Fawr  section  of  Llanycil  Common,  probably  a  slight  decline  from  the 
last  survey  in  2002  (numbers  not  strictly  comparable  as  only  one  visit  was  made  in  2002). 

All  the  breeding  information  received  was:  in  GWENT:  male  Trefil  3ld  Apr.,  a  different  male 
there  the  next  day  and  a  male  Gilwem  Hill  21st  Apr.;  in  BRECON:  two  pairs  had  returned  to 
Craig  Cerrig  Gleisiad  by  29th  Mar.  Subsequently,  a  total  of  at  least  7  pairs  were  found  at  three 
sites,  with  several  family  parties  indicating  a  successful  breeding  season.  6  pairs  at  5  sites  in 
RADNOR.  In  MONTGOMERY:  3  pairs  at  Lake  Vymwy  and  1-2  pairs  at  Llangynog.  In 
MEIRIONNYDD  a  pair  Craig  Nyth  y  gigfran,  Rhiwbryfdir.  There  were  21-26  pairs  on  the 
Migneint  comprising  5  possible  pairs,  14  probable  pairs  and  7  confirmed  pairs,  (full  survey) 
There  were  several  around  Craig  y  Liam  on  27th  July.  Other  records  from  Camedd-y-Filiast, 
Aran  Fawddwy,  Craig  Cywarch,  Cwm  Cywarch,  Moel  Ysgyfarnogod,  Rhinog  Fawr,  Y  Llethr 
and  Foel  Benddin.  In  CAERNARFON:  reported  from  Dinorwig  quarry,  Llyn  Eigiau,  Llyn 
Dulyn,  Gallt  y  Wenallt,  Nant  Peris,  Bwlch  y  Ddeufaen,  Moel  y  Dyniewyd,  Cwm  Ceunant, 
Clegir,  Nant  Ffrancon  Llyn  Ffynnon-y-gwas,  Llyn  Cowlyd  and  Cwm  Eigiau;  in  DENBIGH: 
reported  from  World’s  End,  Eglwyseg,  Horseshoe  Pass,  Cadair  Berwyn;  in  FLINT  at  Sarn 
Tallam  Green  and  Cilcain. 

Passage  reported:  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  a  single  in  the  Maesteg  area  on  21st  Mar.;  in  GOWER: 
at  Mewslade  on  23ui  Mar.,  at  Lletty-Mawr  /  Cefn  Morfydd  on  10th  Apr.,  2  at  Upper  Lliw  Res. 
on  13th  Oct.  and  2  atDarren-Serth/lliw  Res.  on  the  15th;  in  CARMARTHEN:  4  AT  Cynghordy 
on  26th  Apr.,  2  there  on  13th  Oct.,  a  single  on  Mynydd  Myddfu  on  10th  &  16th  Sept.;  in 
PEMBROKE:  a  male  Skomer  5th  Apr.,  3  on  15th  Apr,  a  female  16th  Apr,  Ramsey  male  6th  -  8th 
Apr,  Porth  Clais  a  female  3rd  May  and  St.  David’s  Airfield  on  12th  May.;  in  CEREDIGION:  at 
Nant  y  Moch  on  28th  Apr.  and  at  Cwm  Ystwyth  on  3rd  Nov.;  in  CAERNARFON:  9  in 
Penmaenmawr  Quarry  on  15th  Apr.  with  two  males  on  the  Great  Orme  on  the  same  date  and  one 
here  on  the  16th,  a  male  here  on  the  22nd  and  two  females  on  25th  Apr.,  with  a  male  on  Bardsey 
on  22  Apr.;  on  ANGLESEY  singles  at  South  Stack  on  18th  and  22nd  Apr.;  one  Oakenholt, 
FLINT  on  26th  Mar. 

Autumn  passage,  singles  unless  stated:  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  3  at  Dare  Valley  Country  Park 
on  3'd  Nov  and  a  single  at  Merthyr  Mawr  Warren  on  7th  Nov. in  PEMBROKE:  a  female  on 
Skomer  15th  Oct,  a  first  winter  female  18th  Oct,  2  female  22  Oct.  1  St  Govan  Hd  23  Oct.;  in 
BRECON:  at  Blaen  Bwch  on  4  Aug.  with  the  last  being  2  immatures  with  Blackbirds  at  Crai 
on  18th  Nov;  3  AT  Claerwen,  RADNOR  on  14th  Oct.;  in  Cwm  Orthin,  MEIRIONNYDD  on 
22nd  Sept.;  in  CAERNARFON:  on  Mynydd  Mawr,  Uwchmynydd  on  24th  Sept.,  on  Bardsey  on 
27th  Sept,  was  the  first  of  a  good  run  of  records  here;  from  15th  Oct.  there  were  daily  records  of 
up  to  five  birds  to  the  23,d  with  a  single  on  the  26th.  The  last  record  was  a  female  on  the  Great 
Orme  on  29th  -  31st  Oct.;  ANGLESEY:  one  at  Holyhead  Breakwater  CP  on  30th  Oct. 

Additional  records  for  2005:  in  CARMARTHEN:  at  Mynydd  Du  24th  Mar.  &  1st  Aug.,  at 
Cynghordy  8th  Oct.,  3  at  Banc  Melin  on  15th  Oct.  and  one  Cam  Cennen  on  the  same  day;  in 
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RADNOR:  12  Elan  Valley  21st  Oct.,  78+  there  on  the  following  day,  25  on  the  23rd,  18  on  the 
27th  and  1 1  on  4th  Nov. 

Additional  records  for  2004,  CARMARTHEN:  3  at  Cynghordy  on  28th  Sept,  and  4  on  the  30th. 

BLACKBIRD  Turdus  merula  MWYALCHEN 

(C)  Abundant  breeding  resident,  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor. 

In  the  Llynfi  Valley,  E.  GLAMORGAN  386  pairs  were  present  in  forty-nine  1  km  squares. 

BLACK-THROATED  THRUSH  Turdus  ruficollis  BRYCH  GYDDFDYWLL 

(A )  Very  rare  vagrant. 

The  first  Welsh  record  was  of  a  male  in  gardens  at  Townhill,  Swansea  from  Dec.  28  2005 
until  Mar.  15th  2006. 

FIELDFARE  Turdus  pilaris  SOCAN  EIRA 

(C)  A  winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant  in  variable  numbers;  usually  abundant. 

Table  of  latest  and  earliest  reports  in  each  county: 


Latest 

Site 

Earliest 

Site 

GWENT 

15th  Apr. 

15,  Llansoy 

27th  Oct. 

6,  Silent  Valley 

E.  GLAM. 

2nd  Apr. 

29th  Oct. 

Mynydd  Ty-talwyn  -  Llangynwyd 

PEMB. 

23rd  Apr. 

Skomer 

22nd  Oct. 

Skomer 

BRECON 

17th  Apr. 

Ysgirfechan 

26th  Oct. 

150,  Cynala 

MEIRI. 

10th  Apr. 

30,  Cwm  Penanner 

2nd  Nov. 

Aberdyfi 

ANGLE. 

24th  Mar. 

4,  Llantrisant 

DENBIGH 

10th  Apr. 

50+,  Cwm  Pennaner 

27th  Oct. 

25,  Cae  Llw^d  Res. 

FLINT 

23rd  Mar. 

30,  Oakenholt 

30th  Oct. 

3,  Conn  ah’s  Quay 

Largest  counts  were:  in  GWENT:  200  at  Castleton,  GWENT  20th  Feb.,  240  at  Cwmavon  18th 
Nov.,  250  at  Greenmoor  Pool  on  26lh,  200  at  Peterstone  Gout  28th  and  200  at  Coedcae  Uchaf 
16th  Dec.;  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  750  at  Merthyr  Mawr  Warren/Candleston  Dunes  on  5lh  Jan., 
344  at  Caerau,  Maesteg  on  2nd  Nov  and  400  &  500  at  Cwm  Cadlan  on  14lh  and  18th  Nov.;  in 
GOWER:  423  over  Cwm  Clydach  on  2nd  Nov.;  in  CARMARTHEN:  200  at  Cynghordy  3ld 
Nov,  at  Marros  on  16th  Nov.  and  at  Mynydd  Fygin  on  25th  Nov.;  in  PEMBROKE:  250 
Trevigan  15th  Jan.  and  200  at  Ty  rhyg  Rosebush  on  14lh  Nov.;  in  BRECON:  250  in  the 
Fforest/Ponde  area  on  28th  Jan.,  600  at  Cynala  on  12th  Nov.  and  a  minimum  of  500  were  in  the 
Wemwatkin  (Llangattock)  area;  1,400  at  Radnor  Forest,  RADNOR  on  28th  Oct.;  in 
MEIRIONNYDD:  300  were  present  at  Dol  Idris  on  7lh  Nov.  and  300  south,  high  over  the 
Broadwater  on  15th  Nov.  and  350+  near  Llyn  Trawsfynydd;  CAERNARFON:  400  at  Hen  Ardd, 
Carreg  y  Garth,  Rhiwlas  on  15th  Nov.,  252  above  Roewen  on  4th  Nov.  and  200  in  Nant 
Ffrancon  on  2nd  Nov.;  ANGLESEY:  250  in  fields  near  Beaumaris  on  15th  Jan.;  DENBIGH: 
1,000  over  Penycae  on  12th  Nov.;  175  at  Rhuddlan,  FLINT  on  24lh  Dec. 

SONG  THRUSH  Turdus philomelos  BRONFRAITH 

(C)  A  widely  distributed  and  fairly  common  resident,  formerly  abundant.  Increasing.  Winter 
visitor  and  passage  migrant.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 

Breeding  counts  included:  in  EAST  GLAMORGAN:  In  the  Llynfi  Valley,  124  pairs  were 
present  in  forty-nine  1km  squares,  and  31  singing  males  were  present  in  Ystrad/Llwynypia 
during  the  breeding  season.  In  PEMBROKE  a  pair  bred  on  Skomer  (4lh  record).  55  pairs  at 
Ynyshir  RSPB  reserve  (112  ha).  In  BRECON:  53  territories  identified  in  Yscir  parish  brings  the 


225 


population  back  to  pre-2000  levels  (av.  40-45  in  1995-99),  and  23-27  territories  were  identified 
in  a  survey  of  RSPB  Camgafallt  woodlands. 

Bardsey  recorded  autumn  maxima  of  100  (including  65  attracted  to  the  lighthouse)  on  19th  Oct. 

tVi 

and  1 13  attracted  to  the  Lighthouse  on  30  Oct. 

REDWING  Turdus  iliacus  COCH  DAN-ADAIN 

(C)  An  abundant  winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant;  particularly  numerous  in  severe  winters. 
Table  of  latest  and  earliest  reports  in  each  county: 


Latest 

Site 

Earliest 

Site 

GWENT 

31stMar. 

15  Llanwenarth 

7th  Oct. 

Abergavenny 

E.  GLAM. 

7th  Apr. 

2,  Pontcanna 

12th  Oct. 

4,  Forest  Farm 

PEMB. 

28th  Mar. 

Geliy 

16th  Oct. 

■  Skomer 

BRECON 

5th  Apr. 

Sennybridge 

19th  Oct. 

15,  Llangasty 

CAERN. 

25th  Apr. 

Bardsey 

13th  Oct. 

Rhiwlas 

ANGLE. 

26th  Mar. 

Llyn  Alaw 

19lh  Oct. 

1015,  Penmon  Point 

DENBIGH 

25th  Mar. 

650,  Penycae 

12th  Oct. 

7,  Penycae 

FLINT 

27th  Mar. 

Rhuddlan 

13th  Oct. 

Rhuddlan 

Large  counts,  over  200  included:  GWENT:  200  at  Llanwenarth  3rd  Feb.,  100  Newport  24th  Oct., 
100-200  Penallt  November;  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  200  at  Blaen  Rhymney  on  1st  Jan.  and  200  at 
Cardiff  Heliport  on  15th  Mar.,  600  at  Garth  Hill  -  Efail  Isaf  on  2Ll  Oct  and  800  at  Wem 
Trawn  -  Pencoed  on  3ld  Nov.;  in  CARMARTHEN  200  at  Pen-y-banc  on  1st  Nov.  and  at 
Crychan  on  16  Nov.;  in  PEMBROKE:  a  roost  in  Longridge  Wood  Jan  -  Mar  and  Nov  -  Dec, 
max  200  on  7th  Jan.,  200  St.  Florence  6th  Feb,  220  Slebech  8th  Feb,  400  Cidigiil  Isaf  7th  Nov  and 
200+  Fishguard  Fort  28th  Nov.;  in  BRECON:  300  at  Llanwrthwl  on  28th  Oct.  and  500+  going  to 
roost  near  Talybont  Dam  on  3ld  Dec.  5,000  at  Glasbury,  RADNOR  ON  28th  Oct.,  7,500  in 
RadnorForest  on  the  same  date,  3,500  at  Llanyre  on  the  29th  and  1,000  at  Nant  Glas  on  the  29th; 
MEIRIONNYDD:  Many  thousands  were  heard  moving  north  over  Blaenau  Ffestiniog  from 
22:00  onwards  on  the  evening  of  the  27th  March  in  very  bad  weather.  Very  heavy  rain  and 
winds  with  a  low  cloud  base  pushed  these  birds  down  very  low.  Many  were  found  dead  the 
next  morning  around  the  streets  of  Blaenau  Ffestiniog/Rhiwbryfdir  and  were  reported  in  an 
emaciated  state  causing  a  bird  flu  scare  for  a  while  in  the  press.  It  is  likely  that  the  dead  birds 
found  were  weakened  birds  that  succumbed  to  the  bad  weather  on  their  migration  journey  north 
and  had  possibly  been  held  out  over  the  Irish  Sea  by  weather  fronts  for  a  much  longer  than 
intended  period  adding  to  the  exhaustion  of  many  of  the  birds. 

CAERNARFON:  300  at  Green  lane,  Moelyci  on  15th  Mar.  and  400  flying  into  scrub  at  dusk 
near  Bontnewydd,  Caernarfon  on  26th  Mar.  On  the  night  of  1 8th/ 1 9th  211  birds  were  at  the 
Bardsey  lighthouse  tower,  with  350  present  on  the  island  at  daybreak,  and  on  the  night  of 
29lh/30th,  at  least  844  were  attracted  to  the  lighthouse,  with  1 16  killed;  ANGLESEY:  1015  at 
Penmon  Point  on  19th  Oct.,  400  at  Ger-y-parc,  Brynteg  on  29th  Dec.  DENBIGH:  650  on  25lh 
Mar.  Penycae;  200  Bodrhyddan  Hall,  Dyserth,  FLINT  on  16lh  Mar. 

MISTLE  THRUSH  Turdus  viscivorus  BRYCH  Y  COED 

(C)  A  fairly  common  resident;  many  young  birds  emigrate  in  their  first  autumn. 

Largest  counts  were:  in  GWENT:  33  Llanarth  10th  Aug.,  30  at  Pen-y-fan  Pond  16th  Aug.;  in  E. 
GLAMORGAN:  42  pairs  in  the  Llynfi  Valley  in  forty-nine  1  km  squares.  The  only  notable 
high  count  was  50  at  Blaencanaid  on  3ld  Oct.  In  GOWER:  counts  of  25  at  Mynydd  y  Gwair  on 
20th  July,  34  over  Margam  Park  on  12lh  Aug.,  29  at  Nant  y  Glais  on  26th  Sept.,  55+  at  Margam 
Park  on  29th  Oct.,  with  38+  there  on  26th  Nov.;  30  at  Cynghordy,  CARMARTHEN  on  3,d  Nov.; 
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in  BRECON:  25  singing  males  on  Epynt  in  late-May,  14  pairs  in  Yscir  parish,  5  pairs  between 
Brecon  STW  and  the  Town  bridge,  and  9  pairs  in  the  Bwlch/Gliffaes/Tretower  areas.  The  only 
large  post-breeding  flock  was  60,  Llanwrthwl  on  18th  August.  CAERNARFON:  1  10  in  a  field 
at  Moelyci  on  12th  Aug.  and  100  at  the  green  lane,  Moelyci  on  the  13lh  with  150  in  the  field  on 
the  16th  Aug.  There  were  30  at  Hen  Ardd,  Carreg  y  Garth,  Rhiwlas  on  23ld  Sept.,  22  near 
Llwyn  Onn,  Tal-y-bont  on  29th  July  and  20+  at  Caerhun  on  5th  Dec.  ANGLESEY:  35  at  Four 
Crosses,  Menai  Bridge  on  5th  July  and  21  at  Carmel  Head  on  22nd  July. 

CETTI'S  WARBLER  Cettia  cetti  TELOR  CETTI 

(B)  Scarce  breeding  resident  in  south  Wales  and  Anglesey,  probably  increasing;  occasionally 
recorded  on  passage. 

All  records  listed,  numbers  refer  to  singing  males:  in  GWENT:  Uskmouth  max.  30  on  13th 
May,  where  34  were  ringed,  and  at  1 1  other  sites;  reported  from  10  sites  in  E.  GLAMORGAN, 
including  4  at  Hendre  Lake  on  1 1th  May  &  18th  Oct  and  4  at  KNNR  on  12lh  May;  in  GOWER: 
at  Llangennith  Moors,  Oxwich  (6+),  Crymlyn  Bog  (4+),  Pant-y-Sais  (2),  Llandarcy  Tip,  Briton 
Ferry,  Square  Pond  (2),  Neath  Canal,  Baglan  Canal,  Eglwys  Nunydd  (4),  Margam  moors  (7-8), 
River  Kenfig  (3-4)  and  Morfa  Goch,  Pontardulais  (3);  in  CARMARTHEN:  at  Cefn  Padrig, 
Ffrwd  Fen  (2),  Kidweli  Canal  (3),  Penclacwydd  (4),  Ashpits  Ponds  (3),  Pwll,  Ragwen  and 
Pontnewydd  (4);  in  PEMBROKE:  at  Penally  April  -  June  at  least,  3  singing  Teifi  Marshes  (two 
of  which  in  CEREDIGION)  and  at  least  2  singing  Goodwick  Moor  with  2  or  more  fledglings 
seen;  in  BRECON:  a  singing  male  in  the  Llangasty  reedbeds  at  Llangorse  between  22nd  January 
and  22nd  Mar.  Late  in  the  year,  a  bird  was  at  the  same  site  from  29th  Oct.  until  10th  Dec.; 
CAERNARFON:  one  was  singing  at  Cors  Geirch  on  19th  Apr.  and  at  least  one  other  site,  where 
breeding  was  presumed;  ANGLESEY:  1-2  were  singing  at  Llyn  Dinam  on  22nd  Mar.,  with 
many  records  of  1-2  birds  from  several  parts  of  Valley  Lakes  RSPB  until  14th  June.  Elsewhere 
there  was  one  at  Red  Wharf  Bay  on  4th  June  and  one  at  Malltraeth  RSPB  on  30lh  Apr.  &  13th 
June. 

Additional  breeding  information  from  CARMARTHEN:  in  2005:  at  Ffrwd  Fen  (6),  Burry  Port, 
Trostre,  Penclacwydd  (7),  Morfa  Bacas,  Banc  y  Lord,  Ashpits  Ponds  (2)  and  Kidweli  Quay  (3). 
In  2004:  at  Morfa  Bacas,  Bewick  Roundabout,  Bynea,  Pembrey,  Ffrwd  Fen  (2),  Pwll,  Ashpits 
Pond  (2),  Penclacwydd  (3)  and  Ffordd  y  Wagen. 

GRASSHOPPER  WARBLER  Locustella.  naevia  TROELLWR  BACH 

(C)  Summer  visitor,  widely  but  thinly  distributed  in  all  counties.  Passage  migrant.  Wales  -  Red 
listed. 

Table  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 


Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

GWENT 

15th  Apr. 

Uskmouth 

11th  Sept. 

Uskmouth 

E.  GLAM. 

1 5th  Apr. 

Kenfig  NNR 

26th  Sept. 

Kenfig  NNR 

GOWER 

5th  Apr. 

2,  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res. 

CARM. 

1 5th  Apr. 

3,  Penclacwydd 

25th  Sept. 

PEMB. 

21st  Apr. 

2,  Skomer 

Skomer 

CERE. 

14th  Apr. 

Cwm  Ystwyth  &  Gilfachrheda 

BRECON 

22nd  Apr. 

Pencelli 

CAERN. 

14th  Apr 

Garreg  Fawr,  Uwchmynydd 

25th  Sept. 

Bardsey 

ANGLE. 

17th  Apr. 

Cors  Erddreiniog 

5th  Aug. 

Cemlyn 

DENBIGH 

FLINT 

25th  Apr. 

Alltami 

22nd  Aug. 

Ruabon  Moor 
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In  E.  GLAMORGAN  reported  at  9  sites  during  the  breeding  season;  in  PEMBROKE:  recorded 
from  12  sites  during  April  with  6  reported  from  suitable  breeding  habitat  thereafter;  32 
territories  on  Cors  Caron,  CEREDIGION;  in  BRECON  reported  from  2  sites  in  the  north  and 
from  9  in  the  south;  a  total  of  27  singing  birds  found  in  RADNOR,  including  7  at  Nant  Glas;  1 1 
singing  the  William  Condry  reserve,  MONTGOMERY;  MEIRIONNYDD:  6  reeling  males  on 
the  Migneint  in  the  breeding  season  (not  a  full  survey);  in  CAERNAFON:  at  6  sites  in  April 
and  9  thereafter;  in  ANGLESEY:  at  7  sites  in  April  and  9  thereafter;  10  singing  at  Llandegla 
Forest  on  21st  May  DENBIGH. 

Spring  passage  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  peaked  at  15  attracted  to  the  Lighthouse  on 
20th/21st  Apr.  and  a  minimum  of  186  birds  were  attracted  to  the  Lighthouse  on  the  night  of 
26th/27th.  In  total  190  were  logged  for  the  27th. 

AQUATIC  WARBLER  Acrocephalus paludicolci  TELOR  Y DWR 

(A)  Rare  migrant. 

Two  individuals  caught  by  the  same  ringer,  the  first  at  Uskmouth,  GWENT  on  15th  Aug.,  the 
other  at  Llangorse,  BRECON  on  the  17th. 

SEDGE  WARBLER  Acrocephalus  schoenobaenus  TELOR  YR  HESG 

(C)  A  locally  distributed  summer  visitor,  numerous  in  some  sites,  increasing;  plentiful  passage 


migrant. 

Table  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 


Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

GWENT 

1 5th  Apr. 

Uskmouth 

26th  Sept. 

Uskmouth 

E.  GLAM. 

1 5th  Apr. 

Kenfig  NNR 

23rd  Aug. 

Kenfig  NNR 

GOWER 

6th  Apr. 

6,  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res. 

29th  Sept. 

Brunei  Dock 

CARM. 

15th  Apr. 

35,  Penclacwydd 

4th  Aug. 

PEMB. 

20th  Apr. 

Goodwick  Moor 

Skomer  &  Skokholm 

CERE. 

17th  Apr. 

YnyshR 

17th  Sept. 

BRECON 

20th  Apr. 

Llangorse 

Llangorse 

MONT. 

16th  Apr. 

Dolydd  Hafren 

ME1RE 

22nd  Apr. 

Aberdyfi 

25th  Sept. 

CAERN. 

15th  Apr. 

Bardsey 

Bardsey 

ANGLE. 

21st  Apr. 

Malltraeth  RSPB 

The  largest  counts  of  singing  birds  were:  in  GWENT:  30+  Uskmouth  24th  Apr.  where  107 
ringed  9th  Aug.,  141  on  the  14th;  22  at  Kenfig  NNR,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  4th  Aug.;  22  at 
Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.,  GOWER;  on  Skomer,  PEMBROKE:  44  territories,  its  highest  breeding 
total  on  record,  only  single  figures  bred  before  1981.  114  territories  on  Cors  Caron, 
CEREDIGION. 

Peak  spring  passage  on  Bardsey  was  30  on  27  Apr.  &  12  May  with  peak  autumn  passage 
here  34  birds  attracted  to  the  lighthouse  on  5th  Aug. 

BLYTH'S  REED  WARBLER  Acrocephalus  dumetorum  TELOR  CYRS  BLYTH 

(A)  Very  rare  vagrant. 

First  Welsh  record  was  from  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  in  2001,  of  a  1st  w,  trapped  on  13th  Oct. 
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TELOR  YGWERNI 


MARSH  WARBLER  Acrocephalus palustris 
(A)  Rave  vagrant. 

A  first  winter  bird  was  found  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  29th  Sept,  and  later  trapped  and 
released,  the  fifth  record  for  the  island. 

REED  WARBLER  Acrocephalus  scirpaceus  TELOR  Y  CYRS 

(C)  Local  summer  visitor,  breeding  in  reedbeds  in  many  counties,  increasing;  scarce  passage 
migrant. 

Table  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 


Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

GWENT 

1 0th  Apr. 

Uskmouth 

24th  Sept. 

Uskmouth 

E.  GLAM. 

16th  Apr. 

Kenfig  NNR 

25th  Sept. 

Kenfig  Rivermouth 

GOWER 

17th  Apr. 

Kenfig  rivermouth 

17th  Sept. 

Fendrod  lake 

CARM. 

15th  Apr. 

8,  Penclacwydd 

28th  Sept. 

PEMB. 

22nd  Apr. 

Bosherston 

3,  Skomer 

CERE. 

23rd  Apr. 

Aberleri 

BRECON 

4th  Apr. 

Llangorse 

24th  Aug. 

10,  Llangorse 

MONT. 

13th  Apr. 

Dolydd  hafren 

CAERN. 

21st  Apr. 

Conwy  RSPB 

18th  Oct. 

Bardsey 

ANGLE. 

27th  Apr. 

6,  Valley  Lakes 

17th  Sept. 

FLINT 

25th  Apr. 

Gronant 

Shotton  Steelworks 

Largest  counts  were:  in  GWENT:  56  Uskmouth  13lh  May,  101  ringed  Uskmouth  9th  Aug.  &  88 
on  the  14th;  25  at  Kenfig  NNR,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  1 7th  July. 

BOOTED  WARBLER  Hippolais  caligata  TELOR  BACSIOG 

(A)  Rare  vagrant. 

The  third  Welsh  record  was  of  a  1st  w,  trapped,  Bardsey,  25th  -  26th  Sept.  1998. 

ICTERINE  WARBLER  Hippolais  icterina  TELOR  A  UR 

(A)  A  scarce  spring  and  summer  passage  migrant. 

The  only  record  was  of  a  1st  year  bird  caught  and  ringed  at  Mewslade,  GOWER  on  1 1th  Sept. 

MELODIOUS  WARBLER  Hippolais  polyglotta  TELOR  PER 

(A)  A  scarce  but  regular  migrant. 

The  only  accepted  record  was  at  Porthcawl,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  29th  May. 

SUBALPINE  WARBLER  Sylvia  cantillans  TELOR  BRONGOCH 

(A)  Vagrant 

A  first  summer  female  was  present  on  Ramsey,  PEMBROKE  23rd  -  27th  May. 

DARTFORD  WARBLER  Sylvia  undata  TELOR  HARTFORD 

(B)  A  rare  migrant  to  coastal  areas  of  south  Wales.  Bred  in  1998  and  in  small  numbers 
subsequently,  increasing.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 

In  GWENT:  one  at  Wentwood  21st  Jan.;  in  EAST  GLAMORGAN,  reported  from  15  sites,  with 
breeding  confirmed  at  four.  Single  birds  were  also  recorded  for  the  first  time  at  two  new  sites  in 
the  northern  reaches  of  the  recording  area.  Away  from  the  breeding  areas,  1  was  at  Cardiff  Bay 
Barrage  on  2nd  Jan.;  in  GOWER:  present  at  14+  sites;  at  2  sites  in  CARMARTHEN;  present  at 
11-15  sites  in  PEMBROKE;  one  at  the  Range,  ANGLESEY  on  28th  Apr. 

Additional  breeding  information  from  CARMARTHEN:  in  2005:  4  pairs  at  2  sites  and  seen  at  2 
others  in  November. 
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LESSER  WHITETHROAT  Sylvia  curruca  LLWYDFRON FACH 

(C)  A  summer  visitor,  declining.  Passage  migrant  in  small  numbers. 

Table  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 


Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

GWENT 

15th  Apr. 

2,  Uskmouth 

24th  Oct. 

Silent  valley 

E.  GLAM. 

22nd  Apr. 

Cardiff  Heliport 

7th  Sept. 

Lavemock 

GOWER 

5th  Apr. 

2,  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res. 

CARM. 

15th  Apr. 

2,  Penclacwydd 

PEMB. 

18th  Apr. 

Lower  Flags 

14th  Sept. 

Porthgain 

CERE. 

27th  Apr. 

Aberystwyth 

BRECON 

26th  Apr. 

Glasbury  &  Hay 

MEIRE 

29th  Apr. 

Tonfanau 

CAERN. 

27th  Apr. 

Morfa  Conwy 

4th  Sept: 

Conwy  RSPB 

ANGLE. 

25th  Apr. 

2,  Malltraeth  RSPB  and  2  at 

TrwynDu,  Penmon 

DENB. 

24th  Apr. 

Towyn 

FLINT 

23rd  Apr. 

Rhuddlan 

Recorded  during  the  breeding  season  at:  in  GWENT:  5  at  NWR  on  13lh  May  and  4-5  at 
Uskmouth  on  5th  June;  reported  from  24  sites  in  E.  GLAMORGAN;  reported  from  10  sites  in 
GOWER;  at  18  sites  in  PEMBROKE;  at  at  6  sites  in  BRECON;  at  5  sites  in  CAERNARFON; 
at  5-6  sites  on  ANGLESEY. 

WHITETHROAT  Sylvia  communis  LL  WYDFRON 

(C)  A  widespread  summer  visitor;  formerly  abundant.  Common  passage  migrant. 

Table  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 


Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

GWENT 

10th  Apr. 

Uskmouth 

1st  Oct. 

Peterstone  Gout 

E.  GLAM. 

15th  Apr. 

Kenfig  NNR  &  Penarth  Moors 

25th  Sept. 

Pant  Norton  &  Rhymney  Est. 

GOWER 

16th  Apr. 

Eg.  Nun.R.  &  Kenfig 

17th  Sept. 

2,  Mewslade 

CARM. 

1 5th  Apr. 

6,  Penclacwydd 

PEMB. 

14th  Apr. 

Martin’s  Haven 

3rd  Oct. 

Skokholm 

CERE. 

14th  Apr. 

Aberystwyth 

BRECON 

21st  Apr. 

Glasfynydd  Forest 

ME1RI. 

20th  Apr. 

Aberdyfi 

CAERN. 

16th  Apr. 

Bardsey 

26th  Sept. 

Bardsey 

ANGLE. 

19th  Apr. 

Point  Lynas,  Cemlyn  &  L.Cefni 

7th  Sept. 

Cymyran 

FLINT 

21st  Apr. 

Point  of  Air 

11th  Sept. 

Deeside  Industrial  Park 

Highest 

counts  were  43 

at  Kenfig  NNR,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on 

12th  May;  30  on  Skomer, 

PEMBROKE  on  24  Aug.;  31  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  13th  May  and  in  autumn,  29  on 
14th  Sept. 

GARDEN  WARBLER  Sylvia  borin  TELOR  YR  ARDD 

(C)  A  common  and  widely  distributed  summer  visitor.  Regular  passage  migrant. 

Table  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 


Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

GWENT 

16th  Apr. 

Crosskeys 

9th  Sept. 

Llandegfedd  Res. 

E.  GLAM. 

7th  Apr. 

Cosmeston 

4th  Sept. 

Nantffynllon 

GOWER 

28th  Apr. 

2,  nant  y  Glais 

13th  Oct. 

Eglwys  Nunydd  Res 

CARM. 

16th  Apr. 

Cynghordy 

PEMB. 

19th  Apr. 

Cilgerran  Gorge  (also  CERE). 

9th  Oct. 

Ramsey 

BRECON 

23rd  Apr. 

Llangasty 

23rd  Sept. 

Blaengwdi 

MONT. 

7th  Apr. 

Dolydd  Hafren 

CAERN. 

27th  Apr. 

Coedydd  Aber 

22nd  Oct. 

Bardsey 

ANGLE. 

26th  Apr. 

Llyn  Cefni  &  Church  Island 

20th  Oct. 

Mynachdy 

DENBIGH 

26th  Apr. 

Nant  y  Ffrith  Res. 

4th  Sept. 

APMP 

FLINT 

27th  Apr. 

Llanarmon-yn-Ial 
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Selected  breeding  season  counts  included:  27  pairs  in  the  Llynfi  Valley,  E.  GLAMORGAN  and 
24  pairs  could  be  found  in  Yscir  parish,  BRECON  a  marked  decline  there.  RSPB  Carngafallt 
held  10-12  territories. 

BLACKCAP  Sylvia  atricapilla  TELOR  PENDDU 

(C)  A  plentiful  summer  visitor  throughout  Wales,  increasing;  passage  migrant  and  small-scale 
winter  visitor. 

Only  wintering  records  are  given  for  this  common  breeding  species,  the  table  below  gives  min. 
totals  for  both  winter  periods,  for  each  county: 


Jan 

Feb 

Nov 

Dec 

GWENT 

6 

5 

7 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

At  24  sites 

At  48  sites 

GOWER 

15  at  9  sites 

9  at  7  sites 

CARMARTHEN 

1 

2 

3 

PEMBROKE 

5 

1 

12 

8 

BRECON 

1 

2 

2 

MEIRIONNYDD 

1 

1 

CAERNARFON 

5 

7+ 

ANGLESEY 

4 

2 

4 

4 

Selected  breeding  season  counts  included:  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  68  pairs  bred  in  the  Llynti 
Valley,  22  singing  males  at  Ystrad/Llwynypia;  in  BRECON:  26  territories  in  the  Yscir  parish 
where  26  territories  compared  well  with  the  long-term  average  of  22,  and  16-19  territories  were 
located  in  a  breeding  bird  survey  at  RSPB  Carngafallt  woodlands. 

In  CAERNARFON:  on  Bardsey  the  earliest  migrant  was  on  29th  Mar.,  with  a  spring  peak  ot  58 
on  1 9th  Apr. 

PALLAS’S  WARBLER  Phylloscopus  proregulus  TELOR  PALLAS 

(A)  A  vagrant. 

Singles  at  Middleton,  GOWER  21st  Oct.  and  at  Soldier's  Point,  ANGLESEY  on  17th-  18th  Dec. 


YELLOW-BROWED  WARBLER  Phylloscopus  inornatus  TELOR  AELFELYN 

(A)  A  scarce  to  uncommon  but  rapidly  increasing,  autumn  passage  migrant. 

All  records  were  of  singles  unless  stated:  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  at  the  River  Taff,  Llandaft  on 
9th  Jan.  and  at  Kenfig  NNR  on  30th  Nov.  and  was  seen  by  many  observers  until  at  least  16th 
Dec.;  along  the  railway  line  at  Cors  Caron,  CEREDIGION  on  18th  Oct.;  in  CAERNARFON:  at 
the  Great  Orme  cemetery  on  6th  Oct.  and  one  was  attracted  to  the  Bardsey  lighthouse  on  the 
night  of  18th  /  19th  Oct.,  subsequently  trapped  and  ringed. 

WOOD  WARBLER  Phylloscopus  sibilatrix  TELOR  >  COED 

(C)  A  summer  visitor  to  oak  woods  throughout  most  of  upland  Wales,  declining;  passage 
migrant  in  small  numbers  at  coastal  sites. 


Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

GWENT 

21st  Apr. 

Angidy  Valley 

30th  July 

Cwmcam  Forest 

E.  GLAM. 

20th  Apr. 

Abercwmboi 

21st  July 

Nant  Clydach 

GOWER 

22nd  Apr. 

Cwm  yr  Argoed 

29th  Sept. 

PEMB. 

29th  Apr. 

Cidigill  Isaf,  nr.  Crymych 

Skomer 

CERE. 

16th  Apr. 

Ynyshir 

26th  Aug. 

BRECON 

24th  Apr. 

Llanwrthwl 

Caught,  Llangorse 

CAERN. 

23rd  Apr. 

Llanberis 

ANGLE. 

27th  Apr. 

Treffos,  Llansadwm 

DENBIGH 

24th  Apr. 

Llangollen 
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Breeding  season  summaries:  13  nests  found  in  two  study  areas  in  western  Wentwood;  reported 
at  38  sites  in  E.  GLAMORGAN,  including  10  pairs  in  the  Llynfi  Valley  and  7  singing  males 
were  at  Coed-y-Bedw  in  April  but  did  not  stay.  In  BRECON:  RSPB  Carngafallt  (13-14), 
Glasfynydd  Forest/Usk  (6,  in  larch). 


WESTERN  BONELLES  WARBLER  Phylloscopus  bonelli  TELOR  BONELLI 

(A)  Rare  vagrant. 

A  male  was  singing  at  Gwastedyn  Hill,  RADNOR  17th  -  18th  May.  On  Bardsey, 
CAERNARFON  one  was  trapped  on  24th  &  25th  Sept,  but  unfortunately  the  bird  was  not  heard 
to  call  so  species-specific  identification  was  not  possible. 

RADDE'S  WARBLER  Phylloscopus  schwarzi  TELOR  RADDE 

(A)  V ery  rare  vagrant. 

One  was  found  and  ringed  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  29th  Oct.,  and  was  also  present  the 
next  day.  The  following  day  another,  un-ringed  bird,  was  found  here  and  stayed  until  the  31st. 


CHIFFCHAFF  Phylloscopus  collybita  SIFF-SAFF 

(B)  A  locally  common  breeding  visitor  in  most  counties,  declining,  wintering  in  small  numbers. 
Scarce  on  Anglesey. 


Summary  of  wintering  records  by  month  and  county: 

Jan.  Feb.  Nov. 


Dec. 


GWENT  5 

E.  GLAMORGAN 
GOWER  4 

CARMARTHEN  1  + 

Kidweli  SW  8 

PEMBROKE  6 

St.  Ishmaels  /  Monk  Haven  15 

Bosherston/  Stackpole 
CAERNARFON  2 

ANGLESEY  1 


4 

1 


8 

10 

4 

2 


4  2 

7  sites 

1  1 

7 

4 

2  4 

1 


2005  CARMARTHEN 

Kidweli  Sewage  Works  12 

2004  CARMARTHEN  2 

Kidweli  Sewage  Works  6 


1 

16 


7 


Max.  wintering  counts  were:  in  PEMBROKE:  5  at  St.  Florence  Water  Treatment  Works  in 
February;  4  wintered  Tywyn  Sewage  Works,  MEIRIONNYDD. 


Peak  passage  counts  inlcuded  27  at  Kenfig  NNR,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  4th  Apr.  and  21  on 
Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  the  5th.  In  autumn,  25  along  the  Cardiff  foreshore,  E. 
GLAMORGAN  on  14,h  Sept,  and  60  on  Bardsey  on  14th  Sept. 


The  only  systematic  breeding  counts:  91  pairs  in  the  Llynfi  Valley,  E.  GLAMORGAN  and  in 
BRECON  26  territories  reported,  along  the  Canal/disused  railway  between  Pencelli  village  and 
Llansantffraed. 
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WILLOW  WARBLER Phylloscopus  trochilus  TELOR  YR  HEL)Cj 

(C)  The  most  abundant  summer  visitor.  Numerous  in  suitable  habitats  up  to  around  670  m.  Also 


numerous  passage  migrant. 

Table  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 


Earliest 

Site 

GWENT 

28th  Mar. 

Ynysyfro  Res. 

E.  GLAM. 

26th  Mar. 

Barry 

GOWER 

28th  Mar. 

Eglwys  Nunydd  Res. 

CARM. 

1st  Apr. 

3,  Machynys 

PEMB. 

1st  Apr. 

St.  Brides 

CERE. 

31st  Mar. 

Ynyshir 

BRECON 

1st  Apr. 

Cradoc  &  Cross  Oak 

MONT. 

14th  Apr. 

Caer  Bwla 

MEIRI. 

28th  Mar. 

Ton  fan  au 

CAERN. 

29th  Mar. 

Bardsey 

ANGLE. 

DENBIGH 

4th  Apr. 

Gwalchmai 

Latest 

Site 

3rd  Oct. 

Wentwood 

17th  Sept. 

Llwyn-on  Res. 

16th  Sept. 

Eglwys  Nunydd  Res 

6th  Nov. 

Porth  Clais 

24th  Oct.  Bardsey 

30th  Oct.  3,  Holyhead  Breakwater  CP 

8th  Sept.  Bronbannog 

3rd  Sept.  Shotton  Steelworks 


FLINT  2nd  Apr.  Shotton  Steelworks 

Largest  spring  counts  inlcuded:  69  at  Kenfig  NNR,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  21  1  Apr.;  in 
PEMBROKE  a  noteable  fall  on  15th  Apr.  when  there  were  170  on  Skomer,  100+  Martins 
Haven  and  45  on  Ramsey;  1 18  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  15th  April  with  166  on  the  19lh 


and  100  on  the  27th. 


Selected  breeding  counts  included:  226  pairs  were  present  in  the  Llynfi  Valley,  E. 
GLAMORGAN;  in  BRECON:  73  males  in  Yscir  parish  was  considered  about  average  but 
maintaining  a  shift  towards  higher  altitudes  and  none  were  found  for  the  first  time  along  the 
canal  between  Pencelli  and  Llansantffraed  in  April/May.  1 18  territories  were  located  in  a  more 
restricted  MOD  Epynt  bird  survey  in  late  May,  60-64  at  RSPB  Carngafallt  and  28  singing 
males  on  Yr  Allt  in  mid-month. 


th 

The  highest  autumn  count  was  of  220  on  Bardsey  on  14  Sept. 


GOLDCREST  Regulus  regains  DRYW EURBEN 

(C)  An  abundant  resident,  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor.  Increasing. 

Selected  large  counts  include:  20  at  Caerau,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  2nd  Jan.;  in 
CAERNARFON:  60  on  Bardsey  on  5th  April.  The  max  count  on  the  Great  Orme  was  14  at  the 
cemetery  on  26th  Sept,  with  15  here  on  7lh  Oct.  Peak  autumn  passage  on  Bardsey  was  60  on  14th 
Sept.,  53  on  the  26th  and  50  on  2nd  Oct.  On  ANGLESEY:  17  at  Carmel  Head  on  10th  Oct.  and  at 
Wylfa,  20  in  April  and  35  in  October. 


FI  RECREST  Regulus  ignicapilla  DR  YW  PENFFLAMGOCH 

(B)  A  scarce  breeding  resident  and  uncommon  passage  migrant.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 

Table  below  summarises  the  monthly  occurrence  for  each  county. 


GWENT 

E.  GLAM. 

GOWER 

CARM. 

PEMB. 

CAERN. 

Bardsey 


M 


A 


M 


A 


O 


N 


D 


DENBIGH  1 

FLINT 
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J  F  M  A  M  J  J  A  S  O  N  D 

2005  CARM  2  1 

2004  CARM  2  1  1 

SPOTTED  FLYCATCHER  Muscicapa  striata  GWYBEDOG  MANNOG 

(C)  Once  a  common  summer  visitor,  now  appears  to  be  declining;  passage  migrant,  May  and 
August  /  September.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 

Table  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 


Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

GWENT 

5th  May 

Pr.  Cwmbran 

1 1th  Sept. 

Bryn  Bach  &  Ynysyfro 

E.  GLAM. 

28th  Apr. 

Darren  Woods 

25th  Sept. 

Kenfig  NNR 

GOWER 

5th  May 

Margam  &  Eg.  Nunnydd  R. 

24th  Sept. 

Margam  Park 

PEMB. 

26th  Apr. 

Skokholm 

30,h-Sept. 

Skokholm 

BRECON 

8th  May 

Llangorse 

10th  Sept. 

Llanwrthwl 

MONT. 

7th  May 

Caer  Bwla 

MEIRI. 

1st  Oct. 

Aberdyfi 

CAERN. 

4th  May 

Bardsey 

29th  Sept. 

Bardsey 

ANGLE. 

4th  May 

2,  Soldier’s  Point  &  one 

26th  Sept. 

Holyhead  Breakwater  CP 

Trwyn  Du,  Penmon 

DENBIGH 

5th  May 

Llanarmon-yn-Ial 

Selected  large  counts  include:  20  at  Llanwenarth,  GWENT  20th  Aug.;  10  on  Skomer, 
PEMBROKE  on  15th  &  31st  May;  35  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  13th  May  and  17  there 
on  14th  Sept. 

Selected  breeding  information:  9  pairs  in  the  Lynfi  Valley,  E.  GLAMORGAN;  in  BRECON: 
ten  territories  located  in  Yscir  parish  was  a  20%  increase  over  the  average.  Thirty-eight  other 
territories  were  located,  of  which  1 1  pairs  were  within  square  SN92  (Senni)  and  6-8  in  RSPB 
Camgafallt  woodlands.  One  observer  noted  how  this  species  appeared  to  be  mirroring  changes 
in  habitat  choice  with  some  warbler  species,  by  moving  into  conifer  forests  and  to  higher 
altitudes. 

RED-BREASTED  FLYCATCHER  Ficedula parva  GWYBEDOG  BRONGOCH 

(A )  Rare  vagrant. 

An  adult  male  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  1st  June  was  the  first  in  spring  for  the  island 
since  1994.  In  autumn,  a  1st  W  on  Skomer,  PEMBROKE  on  14th  Oct. 

PIED  FLYCATCHER  Ficedula  hypoleuca  GWYBEDOG  BRITH 

(C)  A  numerous  summer  visitor  in  most  mainland  counties,  but  a  rare  breeding  bird  on 
Anglesey.  Now  declining. 

Table  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 


Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

GWENT 

20th  Apr. 

Newport  &  Cwmfelinfach 

E.  GLAM. 

13th  Apr. 

Bute  Park 

PEMB. 

18th  Apr. 

Waun  Gron  Uchaf 

30th  Sept. 

Skomer 

CERE. 

11th  Apr. 

Ynyshir 

BRECON 

3rd  Apr. 

Llanwrthwl 

MONT. 

13th  Apr. 

Caer  Bwla 

MEIRI. 

23rd  Apr. 

Coed  Cynfal,  Rhyd-y-main 

CAERN. 

16th  Apr. 

Llanberis 

18th  Oct. 

Bardsey 

ANGLE. 

22nd  Sept. 

Mynach 

DENBIGH 

15th  Apr. 

Pentredwr 

FLINT 

13th  Apr. 

Llyn  Helyg 

Autumn  passage  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  peaked  at  1 1  on  22nd  Sept. 
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Selected  breeding  season  counts  included:  in  GOWER:  46  occupied  next  boxes  at  Cwm 
Clydach  (cf.  52  in  2005),  27  ly  fledged  of  which  167  were  ringed,  5.9y/box  (cf.  4.4  in  2005);  in 
BRECON:  eight  territories  within  Yscir  parish  was  below  average,  and  12  males  found  during 
the  MOD  Epynt  bird  survey  was  also  a  low  count  with  birds  particularly  concentrated  in  the 
Cilieni  valley.  Territory  counts  of  39-46  were  made  at  RSPB  Carngafallt  woodlands. 
Productivity  from  breeding  pairs  was  below  average.  A  very  poor  showing  in  the 
Sennybridge/Trecastle  area  too  with  single  males  only  found  at  Trephillip  Wood,  Yr  Allt  and 
Usk  dam;  21  nests  in  boxes  at  Coedydd  Aber,  CAERNARFON  with  15  successful. 

The  following  table  is  of  results  of  surveys  in  Clwyd: 


2004 

Nesting  attempts 

32 

Eggs 

222 

Young  fledged 
128 

Young  per  nest 
4.00 

2005 

22 

149 

100 

4.55 

2006 

79 

556 

378 

4.78 

BEARDED  TIT  Panurus  biarmicus  TITW BARFOG 

(A)  An  erratic  breeding  species  in  one  or  two  locations  in  very  small  numbers  from  the  mid- 
1960’s  to  the  late  1980's  and  now  at  one  site  in  Gwent;  other-wise  a  rare  autumn  and  winter- 
visitor  to  reedbed  areas. 

In  GWENT:  following  the  first  successful  breeding  at  Uskmouth  reedbeds  in  2005,  small 
numbers  of  birds  (a  maximum  of  six  on  11th  June)  were  intermittently  recorded  at  the  site 
throughout  the  year.  Breeding  was  proved  when  an  adult  male  was  seen  feeding  a  juvenile  on 
31st  May  and  when  a  juvenile  was  noted  on  3,d  June. 

LONG-TAILED  TIT  Aegithalos  caudatus  TITW  GYNFFON-HIR 

(C)  A  relatively  common  resident,  widely  distributed  except  on  parts  of  Anglesey  and  Llyn. 
Numbers  fluctuate  widely  from  year  to  year  in  response  to  the  severity  of  winter  weather. 
Increasing.  Unusual  on  the  islands. 

Large  counts  included:  31  at  KNNR  on  24th  Jan.,  Llynfi  Valley  and  Ystrad/Llwynypia  had  64 
and  5  pairs  respectively,  both  up  on  2005.  In  the  second  winter  period,  the  max  count  was  30 
alongside  the  river  Taff  in  Cardiff  on  28th  Dec.;  41  at  Eglyws  Nunydd  Res.,  GOWER  on  18th 
June,  with  38  there  on  23rd  July;  30  at  Ger-y-parc,  Brynteg,  ANGLESEY  on  23ld  Sept. 

MARSH  TIT  Poecile  palustris  TITW'R  WERN 

(C)  A  resident  species,  strongly  sedentary,  widespread  but  patchily  distributed  in  the  eastern 
half  of  Wales  and  in  Pembroke.  Scarce  or  absent  in  other  western  and  northern  areas. 
Declining  across  its  range.  Wales  —  Red  listed. 

Reported  from:  10  sites  in  E.  GLAMORGAN;  at  12  locations  in  GOWER;  17  sites  in 
PEMBROKE;  30  sites  in  BRECON;  CAERNARFON:  reported  from  one  site  throughout  the 
year,  and  at  3  others  on  one  date  only.  From  8  sites  in  DENBIGH;  from  6  sites  in  FLINT. 

WILLOW  TIT  Poecile  montanus  TITW’R  HELYG 

(C)  A  thinly  distributed  resident,  most  frequent  in  south  and  east  Wales  and  absent  from  most 
of  north-west  Wales.  Declining  across  its  range.  Wales  -  Red  listed. 

Reported  from:  at  7  sites  in  GWENT;  in  E.  GLAMORGAN  21  sites;  at  3  sites  in  GOWER;  8 
sites  in  PEMBROKE;  12  sites  in  BRECON;  reported  from  2  sites  in  CAERNARFON  but  each 
only  on  one  day;  at  6  sites  in  DENBIGH;  from  2  sites  in  FLINT. 
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COAL  TIT  Periparus  ater  TITW  PENDDU 

(D)  A  widespread  and  fairly  common  resident.  Most  numerous  in  conifer  woodlands.  Has 
increased  in  the  second  half  of  the  20th  century >  with  the  spread  of  conifer  plantations. 


BLUE  TIT  Cyanistes  caeruleus  TITW  TOMAS  LAS 

(C)  An  abundant  resident  species,  most  numerous  in  deciduous  woodland  but  not  restricted  to 
this  preferred  habitat,  especially  in  winter  when  it  is  more  numerous.  Increasing.  Unusual  on 
the  Welsh  islands. 

On  the  PEMBROKE  islands,  where  records  are  unusual,  a  single  present  on  Ramsey  January  - 
February,  autumn  passage  noted  from  Ramsey  and  Skomer  September  -  November,  max  14  on 
Skomer  on  25th  Sept. 

The  only  significant  breeding  season  count  received  was  from  E.  GLAMORGAN:  the  Llynfi 
Valley  study  area  had  172  pairs,  whilst  Coed-y-Bedw  had  52  pairs,  both  slightly  up  on  last 
year.  82  occupied  nest  boxes  at  Cwm  Clydach,  GOWER  (cf.  86  in  2005). 

GREAT  TIT  Parus  major  TITW  MA  WR 

(C)  A  widespread  and  numerous  species  throughout  Wales  up  to  approximately  500m  above 
sea  level.  Increasing.  Unusual  on  the  Welsh  islands. 

In  E.  GLAMORGAN:  the  cold,  wet  May  obviously  had  an  effect.  There  was  a  marked  decline 
in  the  number  of  birds  occupying  boxes  in  Coed-y-Bedw,  down  from  51  to  36. 
Ystrad/Llwynypia  also  saw  a  decline  with  34  singing  males  compared  with  40  last  year.  The 
Llynfi  Valley  however  had  1 18  pairs  holding  territory,  exactly  the  same  figure  as  last  year.  30 
occupied  nest  boxes  at  Cwm  Clydach,  GOWER  (cf.  42  in  2005). 

NUTHATCH  Sitta  europaea  DELOR  Y  CNA  U 

(C)  A  widely  distributed  and  fairly  numerous  resident  of  mature  deciduous  and  mixed 
woodland  throughout  Wales.  Increasing.  Unusual  on  the  Welsh  islands. 

55  in  The  Llynfi  Valley,  E.  GLAMORGAN  was  the  only  significant  breeding  season  count 
received. 

TREE  CREEPER  Certhia familiaris  DRINGWR  BACH 

(D)  Resident.  Widely  distributed  in  woodlands  throughout  Wales.  Increasing.  Unusual  on  the 
islands. 

GOLDEN  ORIOLE  Oriolus  oriolus  EURYN 

(A)  A  scarce  summer  visitor,  recorded  in  all  counties  and  particularly  in  Pembroke.  Most  of  the 
records  fall  in  May  and  June  as  is  to  be  expected  with  a  species  overshooting  its  continental 
breeding  areas. 

All  records  were:  three  on  Skomer,  PEMBROKE  on  14th  -  18th  May,  all  were  females  or  imm 
males,  2  remained  19th  -  20th  and  a  single  bird  22nd-23rd  and  25th;  CAERNARFON:  Bardsey  had 
its  best  ever  year  for  this  species,  with  7  individuals  recorded.  There  was  an  immature  male  on 
19th  May  present  to  23rd,  another  immature/female  bird  on  1st  June  and  an  adult  male  was  seen 
briefly  the  following  day.  An  immature/female  was  seen  on  7th  June,  a  female  on  the  10th  and 
an  immature  male  the  next  day.  In  autumn  a  juvenile  bird  was  seen  briefly  on  14th  Sept. 

ISABELLINE  SHRIKE  Lanins  isabellinus  GIGYDD  GWDW 

(A )  Vety  rare  vagrant. 

One  on  the  Great  Orme,  CAERNARFON  on  22nd  Oct.  The  fifth  Welsh  record. 
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CIGYDD  PENGOCH 


WOODCHAT  SHRIKE  Lanius  senator 
(A)  Rare  vagrant. 

A  female  on  the  Great  Orme  on  5lh  May  and  a  juvenile  here  on  29lh  -  30lh  Sept. 

RED-BACKED  SHRIKE  Lanius  collurio  CIGYDD  CEFNGOCH 

(A)  A  scarce  passage  migrant  in  spring  and  autumn  chiefly  to  coastal  areas,  formerly  a 
widespread  breeding  species  in  small  numbers,  now  breeding  at  one  site  in  South  W ales.. 

All  records  were:  female  at  Llanwenarth,  GWENT  14th  June,  adult  male  at  Fairwood  Common, 
GOWER  on  9th  June  and  a  female  on  Skomer,  PEMBROKE  on  6th  June. 

A  pair  bred  in  South  Wales  for  the  second  year  running,  fledging  4  young.  Site  and  observers 
withheld.  The  adults  presumably  relate  to  the  2005  pair. 


GREAT  GREY  SHRIKE  Lanius  excubitor  CIGYDD  MA  WR 

(A)  A  scarce  but  annual  winter  visitor,  occasionally  recorded  on  passage. 

All  records  were  of  singles:  at  Cwm  Einion,  CEREDIGON  on  17th  Jan.;  in  RADNOR  at  Elan 
Valley  4th  -  6th  Jan.  and  at  Knighton  on  16th  Jan.;  in  DENBIGH  at  Craig  Bronbannog  from  29lh 
Jan.  and  was  last  seen  at  Foel  Freeh  on  16th  Apr. 

2005  Additional  record  from  GWENT:  at  Mynydd-y-Grug  on  1st  Nov.  and  in  DENBIGH:  at 
World’s  End  20th  Feb.,  Craig  Bronbannog  10th  Apr.  and  at  Foel  Freeh  on  19th  Oct.  In 
RADNOR:  at  Elan  Valley  November  2004  -  12th  Apr.,  at  Boughrood  on  25th  Feb.  and  Elan 
Valley  on  5th  Nov.  In  FLINT:  at  Fenn’s  Moss  on  25th  Mar.  and  from  9th  Nov  until  the  end  of  the 
year. 

2004  Additional  records  from:  Usk  Res.,  CARMARTHEN  on  19th  Feb.;  in  DENBIGH:  at 
Waen  Uchaf  4th  Jan.  and  at  Craig  Bronbannog  in  January  until  13th  Apr.  with  2  seen  there  on 
15th  Jan.  In  FLINT:  at  Fenn’s  Moss  on  7lh  Dec. 
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JAY  Garrulus  glandarius  YSGRECH  Y  COED 

(D)  Widespread  resident,  common  in  most  deciduous  woodland  areas,  least  so  in  western 
coastal  fringes;  scarce  in  west  Llyn  and  absent  from  large  parts  of  Anglesey.  Autumn  /  winter 
influxes  from  the  east  occur  irregularly. 

MAGPIE  Pica  pica  PIODEN 

(C)  An  abundant  and  widespread  resident;  numbers  still  increasing. 

Selected  counts  include:  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  37  from  Yr  Ysfa,  Maesteg  on  30lh  Jan.,  whilst 
the  largest  in  the  second  winter  period  was  40  at  Wentlooge  on  25th  Dec.;  in  PEMBROKE:  5 
pairs  nested  Ramsey,  10  pairs  Skomer  where  max  count  37  on  30  Oct. 

CHOUGH  Pyrrhocorax  pyrrhocorax  BRAN  GOESGOCH 

(C)  A  resident  in  small  numbers,  mainly  on  cliff  coasts  of  the  western  seaboard.  Wales  -  Amber 
listed. 

Present  in  E.  GLAMORGAN  at  various  sites  along  the  Heritage  Coast,  ranging  from  Sker  to 
Nash  Point,  where  it  bred  for  the  first  time  for  approximately  one  hundred  and  fifty  years.  The 
long  staying  pair  was  assisted  in  their  parental  duties  by  a  two  year  old  “helper.”  It  is  open  to 
speculation  whether  the  appearance  of  the  third  bird  was  the  reason  for  the  success.  In  all,  four 
chicks  fledged.  The  majority  of  reports  following  the  breeding  season  involved  these  7  birds. 
Interestingly  however  the  max  flock  size  was  9  at  Ogmore  on  21st  Sept,  and  Southemdown  on 
17th  Oct.,  possibly  indicating  incomers  from  Gower.  Further  west  than  the  main  area,  a  single 
bird  was  seen  at  Sker  Farm  on  30th  Sept.  In  GOWER:  a  pair  bred  at  Mewslade,  3y  fledged  and 
ringed,  probably  bred  at  Pennard.  Also  reported  from  Caswell  &  Langland  Bays,  Three  Cliffs 
and  Pwll  Ddu.  In  autumn,  18  at  Therba  Head  on  9th  Aug.  and  16  at  Mewslade  on  23rd  Oct.  & 
18th- 19th  Dec.  In  PEMBROKE:  68  territories  were  occupied,  58  pairs  attempted  to  breed,  of 
these  50  had  young  in  the  nest  and  a  minimum  of  1 1 1  fledged.  An  average  year  though  little 
evidence  of  large  flocks  of  immatures  late  in  the  year.  Max  flock  36  Castlemartin  range  3,d 
Mar.  Bred  in  MEIRIONNYDD  at  several  sites.  There  were  13  on  the  hills  between  Aberdyfi 
and  Tywyn  on  1st  Apr.,  23  behind  Tonfanau  quarry  along  the  ridge  in  late  June  and  July 
feeding  on  nutrient  poor  grassland,  with  43  seen  here  on  22nd  July,  22  at  Tonfanau  cliffs  on  3ld 
Sept  and  21  on  6tn  Oct.  CAERNARFON:  maximum  counts  at  the  main  sites  were  56  on 
Bardsey  on  26th  Sept.,  50  flying  to  roost  at  Nant  y  Coed,  Llanfairfechan  on  16th  July,  40+  in  the 
Anafon  Valley  on  5th  Sept.,  40  in  Llanberis  Pass  on  6th  Aug.,  31  at  Braich-y-Pwll  on  30th  Sept, 
with  30  here  on  26th  Aug.  and  20  at  Llanhaelheam  on  8th  Aug.  ANGLESEY:  max.  counts  at  the 
main  sites  were  59  at  South  Stack  on  15th  July,  35  at  the  Range  on  28th  Apr.  and  36  at  Carmel 
Head  on  16th  July.  In  DENBIGH:  at  Connah’s  Quay  on  27th  Feb.  &  16th  Oct. and  four  records 
from  elsewhere  in  the  county.  Bred  at  one  site,  a  minimum  of  5  eggs,  leading  to  3  fledged 
young. 

Additional  records  from  DENBIGH:  reported  from  2  sites  in  2005,  with  breeding  at  one,  a 
minimum  of  5  eggs,  leading  to  3  fledged  young.  Similarly  bred  at  one  site  with  the  same  results 
in  2004. 

JACKDAW  Corvus  monedula  JAC-Y-DO 

(C)  An  abundant  and  widespread  resident.  Increasing. 

Large  counts  (500+)  or  breeding  information  from  counties  included:  in  GWENT:  1,000  at 
Blaenavon  Industrial  Estate  on  17th  Mar.,  1,200  regularly  flew  over  Western  Avenue,  Newport 
at  dusk,  presumably  en  route  to  roost  in  the  pines  at  Tredegar  House  Country  Park  and  up  to 
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500  roosted  near  Brynmawr  throughout  the  year;  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  2,000  at  Wildmill  on 
12th  Mar.  ,  1,000  over  Nelson  on  21st  Jan.,  1,000  birds  over  Bridgend  in  mid  July  and  500+  at 
Baruoed  on  23rd  Sept.;in  GOWER:  1,500+  at  Neath  in  both  winter  periods,  2,400  there  on  2,IU 
Feb.  and  3,200  on  9th  Nov.;  in  PEMBROKE:  84  pairs  on  Skomer  (92  in  2001)  which  was  the 
lowest  since  1946  when  20  pairs  were  estimated.  500+  present  at  the  east  arm  roost  Bosherston 
in  November  &  December;  500  gathered  to  roost  over  Llangorse,  BRECON  during  December. 

ROOK  Corvus  frugilegus  ^  ^  ^ 

(C)  A  plentiful  and  widespread  resident,  breeding  mainly  below  305m  above  sea  level. 

In  GWENT  held  rookery  survey  on  17th  Apr  found  66  nests  on  the  eastern  edge  of  Llanwem 
steelworks,  23  at  Llanwem  Village,  100  at  Whitson  Court  and  birds  present  at  Hazel  Farm, 
Llanwem  village  rookery.  In  E.  GLAMORGAN:  235  nests  were  reported  from  eight  rookeries: 
Aberdare  Park  (20),  Cogan  (76),  St  Nicholas  A  (64),  St  Nicholas  B  (15),  St  Fagans  (7), 
Cosmeston  (40),  the  Llynfi  Valley  (6)  and  Ystrad/Llwynypia  (3).  Unfortunately  the  last  named 
produced  no  young  at  all.  In  GOWER:  a  total  of  932  nests  (cf.  971  in  2005)  at  42  sites,  max. 

125  at  Stouthall,  52  at  Parkmill  and  56  at  Glais. 


CARRION  CROW  Corvus  corone 


BRANDYDDYN 


(D)  An  abundant  resident  and  partial  migrant  throughout  Wales.  Often  regarded  as  the 
principal  avian  pest  species  in  rural  areas. 

The  largest  counts  were:  in  GWENT:  220  feeding  on  the  golf  course  at  Bulmore  lakes  on  1st 
Jan,  100  at  Peterstone  Gout  on  1st,  9th  &  12th  Aug.  and  100,  again  on  the  golt  course  at 
Bulmore,  on  21st  Oct.;  E.  GLAMORGAN:  The  max  in  first  winter  period  was  200  at  Pontcanna 
fields  on  19th  Jan.  By  far  the  largest  count  of  the  year  was  in  the  second  winter  period  when 
1,000  birds  were  observed  at  Talbot  Green  on  24th  Oct.;  300  T  Margam  marshalling  Yards, 
GOWER  on  12th  Feb.;  600  at  Conwy  RSPB,  CAERNARFON  on  23rd  Nov. 


HOODED  CROW  Conns  cornix  BRAN  L  WYD 

(A)  An  irregular  wanderer  to  Wales,  mainly  in  winter  and  most  frequent  to  coastal  areas. 
Singles  were  recorded:  in  PEMBROKE:  at  St.  David’s  on  9th  May  and  18th  Dec.;  in 
CAERNARFON:  on  Bardsey  18th  Feb.,  31st  Mar.  and  21sl  &  29th  Apr.  A  hybrid  bird  was  at 
Foryd  all  year. ANGLESEY:  at  the  Braint  estuary  on  7th  Jan.,  at  Hen  Borth  on  8th  Apr.,  at 
Abraham’s  Bosom  on  9th  Apr.,  South  Stack  on  and  off  all  year  and  at  Ysgol  y  Bont,  Llangefni 
on  26th  Nov.  and  3rd  Dec.  Two  were  in  a  recently  ploughed  field  with  a  large  corvid  flock  at 
Cemlyn  on  3rd  May  with  singles  here  on  8th  and  30lh  Apr.  A  Hooded  x  Carrion  hybrid  was  seen 
here  on  the  28th  July  with  another  at  South  Stack  on  25th  Sept.;  near  Llangollen.  DENBIGH  28n 
Jan.&  20th  May. 

Additional  records  from  DENBIGH,  singles:  in  2005  near  Towyn  on  6  Mar.  and  neai  ^ 

Llangollen  on  1 1th  Apr.  One  individual,  possibly  a  hybrid,  present  in  the  Llangollen  area  on  24l 
Apr.  2004. 
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RAVEN  Corvus  corax  CIGFRAN 

(C)  Resident:  distributed  throughout  the  whole  of  Wales.  Numbers  are  very  high  in  many  of  the 
uplands  and  coastal-cliff  areas. 

Breeding  counts  included:  a  pair  bred  again  in  Cardiff  Centre,  E.  GLAMORGAN,  in 
BRECON:  Twenty-five  breeding  pairs  were  found  across  all  habitats,  many  of  which 
successfully  raised  young.  MEIRIONNYDD:  18-19  pairs  in  north  Meirionnydd  in  the  breeding 
season,  (not  a  full  survey) 

In  E.  GLAMORGAN:.  Max.  counts  from  the  Blaencannaid  roost  were: 

J  FMAMJ  JASOND 

50  67  74  52  114  203  149  30  143  60  100 

Large  counts  elsewhere  included:  in  GWENT:  65  seen  flying  into  north  Gwent  from  Bargoed 
on  21st  Jan.  and  c.40  were  noted  at  Mynydd  Pen-y-fan  on  4th  Feb;  65  over  Bargoed  E. 
GLAMORGAN  on  21st  Apr.;  80  on  Skomer,  PEMBROKE  on  14th  Sept;  BRECON:  50  between 
Sarnau  and  Battle  Hill  on  6th  Feb.,  48  at  Bronfynnon  on  17th,  35  gathered  at  a  sheep  carcase  at 
Fan  Hir  on  26th  Aug.  and  40  were  at  Penrhos  (Llanwrthwl)  on  10th  Sept.;  34  on  Bardsey, 
CAERNARFON  on  4th  Oct;  on  ANGLESEY:  42  at  Cemlyn  on  14th  July,  60  in  Newborough 
Forest  on  22nd  Jan.,  47  at  Llangoed  on  22nd  Feb.,  40  at  South  Stack  on  10th  Apr.;  50+  above  the 
summit  of  Foel  Gannol,  Cyffyliog,  DENBIGH  on  20th  Feb. 


Breeding  survey  in  DENBIGH: 


Nesting  attempts 

Eggs 

Young  Hedged 

Young  per  nest 

2004 

24 

108 

66 

2.75 

2005 

19 

88 

57 

3.00 

2006 

29 

123 

50 

1.72 

STARLING  Sturnus  vulgaris  DRUDWEN 

(C)  An  abundant  resident:  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor  in  large  numbers.  Wales  -  Red 
listed. 

Large  winter  flocks  (10,000+)  included:  in  GWENT:  40-50,000  birds  flying  in  to  roost  at 
Uskmouth  reedbeds  4lh,  7th  and  22nd  Jan.;  in  PEMBROKE:  300,000+  Pickle  Wood/Slebech 
reedbed  and  25,000  Bosherston  Central  Lake  reedbed;  in  RADNOR:  1 1,000  in  Radnor  Forest 
on  28th  Oct.  and  15,000  near  Llandegley  on  16th  Dec.;  CAERNARFON:  passage  on  Bardsey 
peaked  at  17,000  on  22nd  Nov.  and  a  single  flock  of  15,000  on  1st  Dec;  ANGLESEY:  10,000+ 
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flew  over  Bodffordd,  heading  towards  Llyn  Cefni  roost,  on  6th  Feb.  and  20,000+  there  on  4lh 
Dec. 

ROSE-COLOURED  STARLING  Stunms  roseus  DRUDWEN  WRIDOG 

(A)  A  rare  visitor,  most  often  recorded  from  Pembroke  and  Caernarfon. 

The  only  record  was  of  a  juvenile  at  Kidweli,  CARMARTHEN  from  early  October  2006 
March  2007. 

HOUSE  SPARROW  Passer  domesticus  ADER  YN  Y  TO 

(C)  Resident,  breeding  throughout  Wales  in  all  counties.  Not  ubiquitous,  however,  and  absent 
from  many  upland  settlements.  Significant  declines  noted  in  most  areas  during  1970  -1990  but 
this  may  have  been  reversed  by  the  end  of  the  century.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 

Large  counts  (over  100)  included:  in  GWENT:  1 15  at  Caerleon  on  7lh  Feb.  and  1 53  there  on 
23rd  July;  250-300  Abercastle,  PEMBROKE  on  28th  Aug;  on  ANGLESEY  at  Cemlyn,  max. 
monthly  counts: 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 

91  79  55  103  72  82  106  190  100  115  108  60 

Sample  breeding  counts  received  included:  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  1,180  pairs  were  identified  in 
forty-nine  1  km  squares  in  the  Llynfi  Valley  and  31  pairs  were  counted  at  Ystrad/Llwynypia. 
DENBIGH:  near  Bodelwyddan  171  eggs  laid  in  47  nesting  attempts,  leading  to  99  fledged 
young,  a  mean  of  2.11  young  per  brood.  At  Cefn  Meiriadog  41  eggs  were  laid  in  14  nesting 
attempts,  leading  to  21  fledged  young,  a  mean  of  1.50  young  per  brood. 

TREE  SPARROW  Passer  montanus  GOLFAN  Y  MYNYDD 

(C)  Breeding  resident  in  small  numbers  with  a  patchy  distribution.  Absent  from  most  western 
areas.  Declining  in  most  areas.  Wales  -  Red  listed. 

A  summary  of  records:  GWENT:  singles  reported  from  Dingestow  in  January  (3  on  the  25n)  & 
February,  at  Llangybi  on  May  and  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  in  Sept.  At  least  32  juveniles 
successfully  fledging  from  eight  nest  boxes  in  the  Porton/Redwick  area  (last  year  only  one 
brood  fledged)  but,  sadly,  none  was  found  at  the  former  breeding  site  of  Llanllowell  despite  the 
provision  of  both  nest  boxes  and  feeders.  In  E.  GLAMORGAN:  reported  from  Marcross  and 
Ty’n-y-caeau  varied  between  1-6  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  max.  9  at  Ty  n-y-caeau  on  15 
Feb.  and  10  at  Marcross  on  the  same  day.  4  prs  were  seen  at  Monkton  on  5th  Feb.  where 
breeding  was  confirmed  with  4  to  6  pairs  present  and  1  pair  was  present  at  Ty’n-y-caeau  on  5th 
June.  In  the  autumn  period,  max.  12  at  Marcross  on  13th  Oct  and  12  at  the  sacrificial  crop  area 
at  Ty’n-y-caeau  on  the  same  day,  of  which  7  were  trapped  and  ringed.  The  highest  number 
recorded  for  the  year  was  15  on  26lh  Nov  at  Ty’n-y-caeau.  In  CARMARTHEN:  12  at 
Llanarthne  on  12th  Dec.  and  2  at  Cwnifor  on  3rd  Dec.;  in  PEMBROKE:  up  to  15  at  St.  Florence 
January  -  February,  singles  at  Hubberston  14th  Jan.  and  at  Kilpaison  on  1  1  July.  Two  on  Skomer 
on  10th  May  and  singles  31stMay  &  3ul  June. 

In  BRECON:  flocks  were  in  January  with  9  at  a  Pennorth  bird-table,  8-10  at  Vale  Farm,  Lower 
Chapel  on  6th  and  40  at  Tredomen  on  30th.  Breeding  pairs  were  located  at  Aberbran  (2),  Draen 
(1),  Garthbrengy  (5),  Pennorth  (1),  Scethrog  (1),  Slwch  (3),  Trehenry  (4),  Tredomen  (2), 
Waunymynach  and  Llechfaen  (6).  Late  in  the  year  the  only  reports  were  two  visiting  a  Talgarth 
garden  in  November,  and  in  December  12+  fed  in  weedy  swedes  at  Waunymynach,  and  max.  7 
at  a  Pennorth  bird-table.  In  RADNOR:  5  AT  Clyro  in  February  &  March,  12  at  Huntington  on 
13th  Mar.,  22  at  Llowes  on  18th  June,  24  at  Glasbury  on  6th  &  15th  Oct.  and  8  at  Burfa  o  12th 
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Oct.;  In  MONTGOMERY;  max.  60  at  Dolydd  Hafren  on  19th  Nov.  12  nest  boxes  occupied  at 
Bishop’s  Castle.  CAERNARFON:  one  at  Glanwydden  on  2nd  and  6th  Jan.  and  two  at  Ty’n 
Gamdda  on  25th  Apr.;  ANGLESEY:  two  at  Wilpol  Farm  on  6th  Jan.  with  one  there  on  13lh  May 
and  one  in  the  plantation  at  Carmel  Head  on  22nd  Sept.  In  DENBIGH:  small  numbers  recorded 
from  only  7  locations  away  from  the  regular  colonies.  Breeding  probable  at  Llanbedr  Dyffryn 
Clwyd  and  NE  Rhuthun.  Bred  near  Bodelwyddan  187  eggs  were  laid  in  42  nesting  attempts, 
leading  to  123  fledged  young,  a  mean  of  2.93  young  per  brood.  At  Cefn  Meiriadog  173  eggs 
were  laidin  37  nesting  attempts,  leading  to  122  fledged  young,  a  mean  of  3.30  young  per  brood. 
This  colony  was  abandoned  about  mid-Sep  for  no  known  reason,  at  one  month  after  the  nesting 
activity  had  ceased.  In  FLINT:  only  recorded  from  three  sites  away  from  Sandycroft  with  only 
one  possible  breeding  effort  reported.  At  Sandycroft  128  eggs  were  laid  in  25  breeding 
attempts,  leading  to  94  fledged  young,  a  mean  of  3.76  young  per  brood. 

Additional  breeding  information  from  CARMARTHEN:  in  2005:  88  pairs  made  141  breeding 
attempts  in  the  Tywi  Valley,  the  largest  count  was  of  22  at  feeders  at  Ffairfach  on  29th  Jan.  and 
37  on  13th  Mar.  In  2004:  73  pairs  made  148  breeding  attempts  in  the  Tywi  Valley.  400-500y 
reared,  of  which  134  were  ringed.  Largest  count  was  of  35  at  River  Dulais  on  th  July. 

CHAFFINCH  Fringilla  coelebs  Jl-BINC 

(C)  An  abundant  resident,  numerous  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor.  Possibly  declining. 
Counts  of  winter  flocks  over  150  included:  in  GWENT:  300+  in  a  stubble  field  at  Dingestow 
Court  on  22nd  Jan.  &  15th  Feb.  and  200+  at  Mynyddislwyn  on  4th  Feb.  &  11th.  In  E. 
GLAMORGAN:  331  pairs  were  identified  in  the  Llynfi  Valley.  Counts  of  300  were  seen  at 
Lavernock  on  15lh  Oct.  and  again  at  Nash  Point  on  16th  and  then  180  at  Lavemock  on  17th.  220 
were  at  Senghenydd  on  17th  Dec.  In  GOWER:  200  at  Nitten  Field,  Mewslade  on  24lh  Jan;  In 
PEMBROKE:  164  on  Skomer  on  3ld  Nov.,  3,000  at  Hubberston  on  5th  Jan.  (500  on  the  13th) 
and  2,000  at  St.  Florence  on  29  Jan.  1,800  passed  over  the  coast  between  Aberaeron  and  New 
Quay,  CEREDIGION  on  27lh  Oct.;  In  BRECON:  the  MOD  Epynt  survey  in  late-May  found 
146  singing  males/territories,  and  a  breeding  bird  survey  of  RSPB  Camgafallt  woodlands 
identified  43-50  territories.  The  largest  flock  reported  was  of  210  under  beeches  at 
Llwyncyntefm  Bridge,  Sennybridge  on  24th  Dec. 

CAERNARFON:  150  at  Green  lane,  Moelyci  on  14th  Feb.,  250  flew  south  between  Botwnnog 
and  Aberdaron  on  25lh  Sept.  On  Bardsey  large-scale  movements  began  on  10th  Oct.  with  260, 
with  peaks  of  A  small  amount  of  passage  was  noted  in  late  Sept.,  though  numbers  increased 
dramatically  in  Oct..  The  first  movement  was  on  10th  when  260  were  counted.  Peak  counts 
were  300  on  19th  Oct,  700  on  25lh  Oct.,  258  on  1st  Nov.  and  478  on  the  2nd. 

On  ANGLESEY:  200  on  a  brassica  field  at  Llyn  Traffwll  on  28  Nov.,  cl 70  at  Carmel  Head  on 
24th  Oct.  with  cl 80  there  on  4lh  Nov.  A  total  of  3848  individuals  were  recorded  West  of  Wylfa 
between  8th  Oct.  and  25th  Nov.  with  the  majority  heading  south  west.  Table  of  monthly  max. 
counts  for  that  site: 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 

59  53  104  62  36  37  2  15  25  915  890  32 
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BRAMBLING  Fringilla  montifringilla  PINC  Y  MYNYDD 

(C)  Winter  visitor  in  variable  numbers;  seldom  numerous  and  usually  locally  distributed. 


J 

F 

M 

AM  SO 

N 

D 

GWENT 

2 

9 

18 

9 

4 

1 

Dingestow 

23 

60 

E.  GLAM. 

10 

1 

1 

10+ 

5+ 

GOWER 

5+ 

5+ 

5+ 

3+ 

3+ 

Mewslade 

27 

15 

1  + 

1  + 

CARM. 

2 

2 

1 

PEMB. 

124 

1 

1 

1 

7 

BRECON 

35 

14 

1 

2 

6 

CAERN. 

3 

6 

Bardsey 

1 

15 

19+ 

ANGLE. 

Brynteg 

1  + 

1  + 

30 

4  3 

4 

Wylfa 

10 

DENBIGH 

20+ 

20+ 

Large  counts  elsewhere  included: 

in  PEMBROKE:  100+  at  Hubberston  on  5 

Jan.  and  20+  a 

St.  Florence  on  the  29th;  in  DENBIGH:  20+  at  Penycae  on  17th  Feb.  and  20  at  Llanarmon-yn-Ial 
on  3rd  Mar.  A  late  record  of  one  at  Pontsaeson,  CEREDIGION  on  13lh  June. 


SERIN  Serinus  serinus  LLIfs OS  FRECH 

(A)  Rare  vagrant. 

Two  records  from  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON,  one  flew  north  over  Bardsey  on  6  June  and  in 
the  autumn  a  juvenile  on  1st  Oct. 

GREENFINCH  Carduelis  chloris  LLINOS  WERDD 

(C)  Common  resident,  increasing;  partial  post-breeding  migrant. 

Winter  counts  of  over  100  were:  150  over  Black  Rock,  GWENT  on  4d  Feb.;  160  flying  in  to 
roost  at  Atlantic  Wharf,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  25th  Jan.;  300  at  Hunter  s  Hollow,  GOWER  on 
10th  Nov.,  204  at  Clydach  on  16th  Dec.;  in  CARMARTHEN:  120  at  Kidweli  Marsh  and  120  at 
Ferryside  both  on  3rd  Jan.;  1,500  at  Hubberston,  PEMBROKE  on  5th  Jan.;  peak  counts  on 
Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  were  108  on  23rd  Oct.,  129  on  29th  Oct.  and  172  on  2nd  Nov.;  107  at 
Wylfa,  ANGLESEY  in  October. 

Additional  large  counts  from  CARMARTHEN:  in  2005:  400  at  Pembrey  on  6dl  Nov.  and  200  at 
Brechfa  on  22nd  Dec. 

GOLDFINCH  Carduelis  carduelis  NICO 

(C)  Resident,  summer  visitor  and  passage  migrant;  possibly  winter  visitor  in  small  numbers. 
Population  is  increasing. 

Flocks  of  over  50  included:  in  GWENT:  50  at  Llanwenarth  5th  Jan.,  and  at  Peterstone  Gout  16n 
Mar.  80  at  Skirrid  Fach  March  -  April.  140  at  NWR  30th  Sept.  150  at  Peterstone  Gout  3rd  Oct. 
and  150  at  Black  Rock  on  15th  Oct.;  in  EAST  GLAMORGAN:  95  pairs  counted  in  the  Llynfi 
Valley  compared  to  102  in  2005.  The  largest  flock  ot  the  year  was  one  of  j00  feeding  on  a 
sunflower  crop  at  Cwm  Nash  on  30th  Sept.  In  October  100+  were  at  St  Mellons  on  1 1th,  cl 00  at 
Nash  Point  on  16th  and  250  there  on  16th;  in  GOWER:  90  at  Nitten  on  8th  Jan.,  55  at  Whitford 
Burrows  on  4th  Apr.,  100  near  Stouthall  on  25th  Aug.,  90  at  Margam  moors  on  10th  Sept.,  100  at 
Hunter’s  Hollow  on  10th  Nov.  and  70  at  Oxwich  on  28lh  Dec.;  60  at  Dale  Airfield  PEMBROKE 
on  1 7lh  Sept.; 

CAERNARFON:  monthly  max.  counts  from  Bardsey,  77  in  September  and  83  in  October. 
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ANGLESEY:  cl 00  at  Llyn  Alaw  on  25th  Sept.,  100  at  Llyn  Cefni  on  29th  Sept.,  80  at  Ger-y- 
parc,  Brynteg  on  19th  Sept,  with  70  here  on  30lh  Dec.  In  spring  a  total  of  184  was  recorded  West 
of  Wylfa  between  1st  April  and  7th  May  and  in  autumn  125  during  September  and  October; 
maximum  count  of  68  on  17  Apr. 

Additional  large  counts  from  CARMARTHEN:  150  at  Kidweli  Quay  3ui  Oct.  2005  and  100  at 
Cwm  Hiraeth  on  1 8th  Aug.  2004. 

SISKIN  Carduelis  spinus  PILA  GWYRDD 

(C)  An  increasing  breeding  species;  numerous  winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant. 

Large  counts  and  breeding  records  included:  in  GWENT:  200  at  Llanwenarth  on  17th  Jan  and  a 
mixed  flock  of  cl 62  Siskins  and  Redpolls  there  on  12th  Feb,  150  at  Craig  Llwyfas  during  Jan- 
Mar;  the  145  different  individuals  caught  for  ringing  included  birds  from  (or  on  their  way  to) 
Norway,  Highland,  Grampian,  Merseyside  and  Hereford  &  Worcester.  Wentwood  held  150-200 
on  2nd  May.  80  at  Llanwenarth  on  23ld  Dec;  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  60+  at  Old  St.  Mellons  on 
6th  Jan,  followed  by  three  counts  of  40  -  at  Parc  Cwm  Darren  on  7th  Jan,  Hendre  Lake  on  14th 
Jan  and  Cosmeston  on  3rd  Feb.  There  were  cl 00  at  Cardiff  County  Hall  on  23rd  Feb  and  40  at 
Tonteg  on  12th  Mar.  At  Caerau  5  prs  were  seen  singing  and  displaying  on  30th  Apr  and  48  prs 
were  counted  in  the  Llynfi  Valley.  50  were  at  Tirfounder  Fields  on  14th  Nov,  80  at  Maesteg  on 
17th  Dec  and  40+  at  Cwm  Darren  Park  on  23rd  Dec.;  in  GOWER:  bred  at  two  sites.  67  at 
Fendrod  Lake  on  4lh  Jan.,  66  there  on  4th  Feb.,  112  along  theRiver  Tawe  on  18th  Jan.,  60  at 
Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  on  2nd  Jan.  ,  50-60  at  Brynmill  Park  on  1st  Mar.  and  60  along  the  Neath 
Canal  on  28th  Dec.;  in  CARMARTHEN:  40  at  Ashpits  Ponds  on  8th  Jan.,  60  at  Penclacwydd  on 
15th  and  67  in  Pembrey  Forest  on  the  22nd;  Probably  bred  at  Geliy,  PEMBROKE,  where  no 
counts  were  over  30  individuals;  in  BRECON:  75  at  Llansantffraed  on  28th  Jan.,  35  at  Ffordd 
Fawr.  In  the  breeding  season,  territory  counts  included  Epynt  (11),  Yscir  parish  (11),  Samau 
(4),  Glasfynydd  (15)  and  a  single  pair  bred  in  Llanwrthwl  village  that  brought  juveniles  to 
feeders  from  7th  June.  Family  parties  were  also  noted  at  Cradoc,  Danyfan,  Dyffryn  Crawnon, 
and  Garth  Bank.  Ringing  activity  at  Llangasty  produced  a  peak  catch  of  24  on  the  early  date  of 

tP\  tfi 

25  August.  Alders  at  Blaenau,  Llanbedr  attracted  the  largest  flock  of  the  year,  150  on  27 
Dec.  MEIRIONNYDD:  A  flock  of  35  at  Llyn  Tegid  on  17th  Sept  and  also  on  8th  Oct. 
CAERNARFON:  30  at  Hen  Ardd,  Carreg  y  Garth,  Rhiwlas  on  9th  Sept.  Peak  counts  on  Bardsey 
were  1 1  on  10th  Oct.,  20  on  the  17th  and '29  on  29th  Oct. 

Additional  records  from  CARMARTHEN:  bred  at  Usk  Res.,  Cwm  Hiraeth  and  Newcastle 
Emlyn  in  2004. 

LINNET  Carduelis  cannabina  LLINOS 

(C)  Breeding  resident,  summer  visitor  and  passage  migrant.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 

Counts  of  over  150  included:  in  GWENT:  200  were  seen  at  Treowen  on  8th  Apr.  130  at  Pen-y- 
lan  on  5th  Oct;  E.  GLAMORGAN:  350  at  Dunraven  Park  on  2nd  Feb.  146  pairs  present  in  the 
Llynfi  Valley.  There  were  several  post-breeding  flocks  of  over  100  at  Cwm  Nash,  Nash  Point, 
East  Aberthaw,  Rumney  Great  Wharf,  Rhymney  Estuary  and  Cardiff  Heliport  and  a  flock  of 
500  were  at  Cwm  Nash  on  16th  Oct.  in  GOWER:  160+  over  Margam  Moors  on  10th  Sept,  and 
320  at  Nicholaston  on  28th  Dec.;  in  PEMBROKE:  200+  St  Florence  22nd  Jan,  300+  Gupton 
Farm  on  3rd  Feb.  and  250  at  Castlemartin  Corse  on  10th  Oct.  In  BRECON:  January  flocks  were 
reported  from  Vale  Farm  (150),  Pytindu  (150),  Slwch  (130)  and  Tredomen  (120).  Breeding 
counts  were  42  territories  identified  in  Yscir  parish  (the  highest  during  the  ten-year  study 
there),  20  during  the  MOD  Epynt  bird  survey,  and  12  pairs  on  Cefn  Moel  in  late  May. 
December  flocks  on  roots  included  80  at  Waunymynach  and  120  at  Slwch.  300  at  Nantmel, 
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RADNOR  on  20th  Sept.  MEIRIONNYDD:  17  pairs  bred  in  gorse  clumps  on  Aberdyfi  golf 
course/Penllyn  Marsh  and  22-24  pairs  between  Tywyn  sewage  works  and  Broadwater  on  the 
old  common.  ANGLESEY:  200  -  300  at  Malltraeth  saltmarsh  on  1 1th  Sept.  150  near  Aberffraw 
on  8th  Nov. 

Monthly  maximum  counts  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  and  West  of  Wylta,  ANGLESEY: 

J  F  M  A  MJJASOND 

Bardsey  40  140  70  56  70  305  680  255 

Wylfa  155  51  11  171  20  33  80  180  151  185  113  49 


TWITE  Car du  el  is  flavirostris  LLINOS  Y  MYNYDD 

(A)  Scarce  breeding  species,  presumably  resident,  declining  in  range,  now  apparently  extinct  in 
Meirionnydd,  a  former  stronghold;  scarce  winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant  in  veiy  small 
numbers.  Wales  —  Amber  listed. 

All  records  were:  in  CAERNARFON:  one  was  heard  flying  over  Tryfan  on  4lh  Apr.,  3  in  Nant 
Ffrancon  on  6th  June  with  two  pairs  on  wires  here  on  17lh  July.  There  were  3  at  Morfa  Aber  on 
17th  Sept,  and  3  at  Conwy  RSPB  on  24th  Dec;  one  at  Cemlyn,  ANGLESEY  on  18th  Apr.;  50 
FLINT  on  27th  Jan. 


LESSER  REDPOLL  Carduelis  cabaret  LLINOS  BENGOCH  LEIAF 

(C)  Partial  migrant,  widely  distributed  as  a  breeding  bird  but  probably  declining.  Passage 
migrant  and  winter  visitor  in  varying  numbers. 

Large  counts  (15+)  and  breeding  records  included:  in  GWENT:  20  at  Bryn  Bach  Park  on  12th 
Jan,  16  at  Peterstone  Gout  on  16th,  15  again  at  Bryn  Bach  Park  on  9th  Feb,  30  at  Llanwenarth 
on  28th  Feb.,  30  were  seen  at  Wentwood  on  17th  Apr,  30  were  watched  feeding  on  Birch  at 
Ochrwyth  on  2nd  Dec  and  35  were  noted  at  Wentwood  on  23rd;  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  22  at 
Nantyffyllon  on  1 1th  Jan,  30  at  Hensol  on  13th  Jan,  24  at  Cardiff  Wetlands  Reserve  on  19th  Jan 
and  20  at  Bryncae  on  27th  Jan.  In  April  there  were  groups  of  1 8  at  Parc  Cwm  Darran  on  1st,  15 
at  Hirwaun  Ponds  on  23rd  and  16  at  Glyncornel  LNR  on  25th.  Singing  and  displaying  males 
were  seen  at  Darren  y  bannau  and  Nantyffyllon  and  30  pairs  bred  in  the  Llynfi  Valley.  50  at 
Abercwmboi  on  8th  May.  Autumn  saw  40  at  Llwyn-on  Res  on  16th  Sep  and  45  at  Abercwmboi 
on  2nd  Oct.  The  largest  flock  of  the  second  winter  period  was  41  at  Llanilid  on  2nd  Dec.  In 
GOWER:  19  in  Rheola  Forest  on  26th  Apr.,  27  near  Bryn  on  14th  Apr.  and  32  at  hafod  on  9th 
Mar.  In  BRECON:  15  at  both  Brynhenllys  larches  on  10th  March  and  at  Llangasty  on  10th 
December.  Counts  of  17  breeding  pairs/territories  within  each  of  Yscir  parish,  Glasfynydd 
Forest  and  in  a  limited  survey  of  Epynt  in  May/June  were  good  counts.  30+  at  Glasfynydd  on 
30th  Sept. 

CAERNARFON:  40  at  Rhiwlas  on  17th  Oct.  and  peak  passage  on  Bardsey  was  in  spring,  with 
42  on  29th  April  and  51  on  1 1th  May;  ANGLESEY:  37  West  of  Wylfa  on  6th  May  and  30  flew 
over  Ger-y-parc,  Brynteg  on  7th  May. 

CROSSBILL  Loxia  curvirostra  GYLE  IS  GROES 

(C)  An  increasing  resident  species  although  numbers  fluctuate;  occasional  irruptive  immigrant. 
Large  counts  (10+)  in  the  first  part  of  the  year  and  breeding  records  included:  in  GWENT:  12- 
15  at  Beacon  Hill  on  17th  Feb,  12  at  Branches  Fork  Meadows  on  7th  Apr.  and  possibly  ten  were 
heard  at  Highmeadow  Woods  on  18th  Apr.  One  was  singing  in  Wentwood  on  27lh  June.  14  at 
Ebbw  Forest  on  3Ll  May  included  juveniles,  12  at  Forester’s  Oaks,  Wentwood  on  23,d  Dec;  in 
E.  GLAMORGAN:  23  at  Darren-y-Bannau  on  2nd  Jan.,  24  in  the  Garw  Forest  on  26th  Jan  and 
26  at  Mynydd  Beili-glas  on  29th  Jan.  A  flock  of  60+  were  reported  in  the  Garw  Forest  on  30th 

245 


Jan.  followed  by  80+  in  there  on  9th  Feb  and  50+  on  22nd  Mar.  In  the  Llynfi  Valley,  25  breeding 
pairs  were  identified.  Ads  and  juvs  were  noted  at  Darwonno  Forest,  Maesteg  and  Mynydd 
Beili-glas.  In  the  autumn  a  flock  of  20  was  at  Llwyn-on  Res  on  16th  Sept.,  23  at  Caerau  on  2nd 
Oct,  14  at  Llangynwyd  on  21st  Nov,  12  at  Blaencanaid  on  17th  Dec.  and  12  at  Maesteg 
Cemetery  on  24th  Dec;  in  GOWER:  probably  bred  in  the  Rheola  Forest.  Singing  birds  noted  in 
the  spring  at  Pelenna  and  Foeld  Fynddau,  where  10  seen  on  26  Jan.  at  the  former  and  a  similar 
number  at  the  latter  on  4th.  Other  singing  birds  or  pairs  noted  at  Blaen  Cwm  Croeserw  and 
Margam  Park.  Largest  counts  were  of  30  at  Cwm  Ivy  on  22nd  Jan.  and  15  on  3rd  Feb.;  in 
CARMARTHEN:  22  at  Pembrey  on  13th  Feb.  and  100  there  on  12th  Apr.;  in  PEMBROKE:  12 
near  Waterston  on  9lh  Jan.  and  16  at  Stackpole  NNR  on  26th  Oct;  in  RADNOR:  20  Elan  Valley 
on  15th  Aug.  and  25  at  Nant  Glas  on  16th  Dec.;  in  BRECON:  11  at  Pantmawr  on  11th  Feb. 
Family  parties  were  found  at  Glasfynydd  (Castle  Drake  and  Usk  Reservoir)  with  3-4  birds,  two 
parties  in  Battle  Hill  forest  and  one  at  Fannog,  Tywi  Forest.  12  attracted  to  yew  in  Llangasty 
churchyard  on  12th  Aug. 

CAERNARFON:  33  near  Llyn  Elsi  on  1 1th  Feb.,  20+  at  one  location  near  Llyn  Elsi  and  6+  at 
another  location  nearby  on  23,d  July,  20+  near  Maenan  on  12th  Nov.  and  10  in  Nant  Ffrancon 
on  3rd  June.  There  was  a  flock  of  14  birds  on  Bardsey  on  20th  May  with  here  on  6th  June,  six  the 
following  day  and  singles  on  2nd  Aug.  and  14th  Oct. 

ANGLESEY:  There  were  many  records  from  Newborough  Forest  in  the  first  winter  period, 
mainly  in  the  area  near  Malltraeth  Cob.  The  highest  counts  here  were  22  on  7th  Jan.,  32  on  22nd 
Jan.,  20+  on  29th  Jan.,  20+  on  1 1th  Feb.,  17  on  1 1th  Mar.  DENBIGH:  30  at  Pendinas  Res.  30th 
Nov. 

Additional  large  counts  from  CARMARTHEN:  in  2005:  16  at  Pembrey  Country  Park  on  19th 
Nov.  and  31  at  a  roost  in  the  Crychan  Forest  on  14th  July;  in  2004:  14  Usk  Res.  on  9th  Dec.  with 
12  there  on  the  28lh. 

COMMON  ROSEFINCH  Carpodacus  erythrinus  LLINOS  GOCH 

(A)  A  scarce  migrant. 

All  accepted  records  were:  in  PEMBROKE  a  male  on  Skomer  on  8th  June  and  an  immature  / 
female  at  Goodwick,  Fishguard  on  the  same  date.  In  autumn  there  were  1st  W  on  Bardsey, 
CAERNARFON  on  2nd  Oct.  with  others  on  the  10th  and  15th. 

BULLFINCH  Pyrrhula pyrrhula  COCH  Y  BERLLAN 

(C)  A  fairly  numerous  resident  in  the  lowlands ,  patchier  in  its  distribution  in  the  far  west  and 
scarce  in  the  uplands,  other  than  in  some  areas  of  recent  afforestation.  Now  thought  to  be 
declining.  Unusual  on  the  islands.  Wales  -  Red  listed. 

In  E.  GLAMORGAN:  34  pairs  present  in  the  Llynfi  Valley  and  7  pairs  at  Ystrad/  Llwynypia 
during  the  breeding  season. 

HAWFINCH  Coccothraustes  coccothraustes  GYLFINBRAFF 

(C)  Resident  in  small  numbers  in  lowland  areas,  principally  in  east  Wales  and  in  the  Dolgellau 
area  of  Meirionnydd.  Formerly  scarcer.  Some  evidence  of  small-scale  immigration  in  winter. 

All  records  were:  in  GWENT:  a  single  at  Mill  Common,  Undy  on  14th  Jan.  In  Apr  birds  were 
heard  at  Glanau  on  1 7th,  Penallt  on  24th  and  Cuckoo  Wood  on  27th.  Breeding  was  attempted  at 
two  sites.  In  a  wood  in  the  south  of  the  county  where  four  pairs  were  seen,  a  nest  containing 
three  eggs  was  predated  by  a  Jay  while  near  Tintern  all  four  nests  found  were  sadly  also 
predated  -  three  by  a  squirrel  and  one  by  a  dormouse.  One  or  two  birds  were  seen  in  Minnetts 
Wood,  often  feeding  in  cherry  trees,  on  seven  dates  in  July  and  on  3rd  and  4th  Aug.  Elsewhere, 
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one  was  at  Slade  Wood  on  7th  July.In  the  second  winter  period:  Silent  Valley  held  two  on  24th 
Oct  and  16th  Dec,  a  site  in  south  Gwent  hosted  two  on  5th  Nov  and  birds  were  again  present  on 
10th  Nov,  and  one  was  at  Gilwem  on  16th  Dec.  In  E.  GLAMORGAN:  singles  at  Cefn  Onn 
Ridue  on  7th  Jan  and  Oakridge  -  Thornhill  on  7th  and  8th  Jan  and  a  male  and  female  were  at 
Tongwynlais  on  15th  and  16th  Feb.  There  were  2  at  Cwmdare  on  1st  Mai  and  the  icst  ot  the 
month  saw  singles  at  Merthyr,  Bedlinog,  Tair  Onnen,  Glynneath,  Penderyn  and  Oakridge.  A 
pair  was  seen  at  Treharris  on  19th  Apr  and  1  at  Forest  Ganol  on  21st.  A  single  was  at  Tatfs 
Well  on  15th  June  and  the  final  record  of  the  year  was  at  Forest  Ganol  on  23rd  Dec.  One  at 
Hendrefoilan,  GOWER  on  10th  Mar.  2  at  Rhosman,  Llandeilo,  CARMARTHEN  on  1st  Feb.;  in 
MEIRIONNYDD:  two  in  Llanelltyd  Churchyard  on  2nd  Jan.  and  one  at  Llanelltyd  on  19lh  Feb. 
At  Dolgellau,  there  were  6+  in  St  Mary’s  Churchyard,  Dolgellau  on  2nd  and  27th  Feb,  with  10 
here  on  the  3rd  and  30+  in  yews  here  on  5th  Apr.  In  CAERNARFON:  singles  at  Caerhun  on  1  T 
and  12th  Jan.,  at  Llanbedr-y-cennin  on  6th,  8th  and  16th  Jan.  with  3  here  on  23ld  Jan.  Away  from 
the  Conwy  Valley,  1-2  birds  were  seen  regularly  at  Penrhyn  Castle  between  2  Jan.  and  j 
Mar.  and  there  was  one  in  the  small  park  near  the  Museum  at  Bangor  on  23,d  Mar.  and  one  at 
Brewery  Fields,  Bangor  on  28th  May.  Two  were  seen  briefly  on  Bardsey  on  2  Nov. 

Additional  records  in  2005  from:  5  near  Llandovery,  CARMARTHEN  on  13th  Dec.  and  a 
single  in  the  Carmel  Head,  ANGLESEY  on  31st  Oct.;  in  2005:  one  near  Llandovery, 
CARMARTHEN  on  27th  July. 

LAPLAND  BUNTING  Calcarius  lapponicus  BRAS  )  GOGLEDD 

(A)  An  uncommon  but  regular  passage  migrant  in  small  numbers,  especially  in  autumn,  and  an 
occasional  winter  resident. 

All  records  were  of  singles  unless  stated:  in  PEMBROKE:  at  Pen  Anglas  4l  Feb.  increasing  to 
two  on  the  5th  and  finally  three  on  the  6th.  In  Autumn  again  at  Pen  Anglas  on  14th  Oct.;  at 
Aberaeron, CEREDIGION  on  3rd  Nov.;  on  ANGLESEY;  2  at  Mynachdy  on  4th  and  7th  -  8th  Oct., 
one  here  on  18th  Oct.  and  two  on  4th  Nov.,  with  one  at  Carmel  Head  on  10  Oct.  In  Novembei 
there  were  two  at  Cemlyn  and  4  at  Mynachdy  stubble  on  2  and  one  in  Mynachdy  stubble  on 
the  5th. 

Additional  record  from  CARMARTHEN  in  2004;  one  at  Pencalcwydd  12  —  26  Jan. 

SNOW  BUNTING  Plectrophenax  nivalis  BRAS  )  R  E1RA 

(B)  Regular  autumn  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor  in  small  numbers. 

All  records  were  of  singles  unless  stated.  In  the  first  winter  period:  in  GWENT:  at  Collister  Pill 
18th  Dec  2005  reamined  until  1st  Mar.  and  an  imm.  Female  at  Mynydd  Maen  on  1 1th  Mar. 

In  E.  GLAMORGAN:  at  Sker  Farm  and  Point,  first  recorded  on  8th  Jan.  and  then  seen  on  a 
further  6  occasions  up  to  23rd  Feb.,  another  single  was  at  Duffryn  on  4th  Feb  (&  in  GOWER). 
A  single  was  located  at  Dunraven  Park  on  17th  Oct.  and  remained  until  29th.  Another  was  at 
Cardiff  Bay  Barrage  on  8th  and  9th  Nov.  In  GOWER:  at  Salthouse  Point  on  4th  Oct.  with 
probably  the  same  bird  then  at  Pwll-y-froga  on  8th  Oct.  and  2  flew  over  Drysiog,  near  Bryn  on 
25th  Nov.  One  on  Careeg  Llwyd,  CARMARTHEN  on  8th  Oct.;  in  PEMBROKE:  at  Mount  Sion 
Range  West  22nd  Jan.,  at  Pen  Anglas  4th  Feb.,  at  Castlemartin  Range  East  on  4th  Mar.  and  at 
Skokholm  on  17th  Mar.  Autumn/2nd  Winter  period:  at  Skomer  30th  Sept,  and  at  Range  West  on 
8th  Oct.  In  CEREDIGION:  7  near  Nant  y  Moch  Res.  on  13th  Mar.  and  one  Dyfi  Est.  on  7th  &  9n 
Nov.;  A  single  was  heard  flying  over  Com  Ddu,  Brecon  Beacons  on  19n  Dec. 
MEIRIONNYDD:  6  +  at  Craig  Cwm  du  /  Cwm  Croes,  Aran  Fawddwy  on  14th  Jan  on  a  small 
area  of  stones  and  moss;  CAERNARFON:  two  at  Black  Rock  Sands  on  16  Mar.,  tw  o  on  Foel 
Boeth  near  Ysbyty  Ifan  on  1 7th  Mar.  and  a  male  was  present  on  Bardsey  on  20,h  Mar.  In  the 
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second  winter  period  there  was  a  probable  male  on  the  Great  Orme  on  3rd  Nov.  ANGLESEY: 
There  were  singles  at  Cemlyn  on  22nd  Jan.,  1 1th  and  1 7th  Feb.  (RIT  et  al)  and  one  at  South  Stack 
on  19th  Mar.  In  the  second  winter  period  there  were  singles  at  Point  Lynas  on  4th  Oct.,  at 
Cemlyn  on  26th  Oct.,  12th  Nov.  and  2nd  Dec.  with  singles  over  Carmel  Head  and  Hen  Borth  on 
1st  and  2nd  Nov.  respectively,  at  Soldier's  Point  on  31st  Oct.  -  8th  Nov.,  at  Penmon  Point  on  16l,! 
Nov.  and  at  Porth  Eilian  on  13th  Dec. 

Additional  records  from  CARMARTHEN:  in  2005:  3  at  Bancymelin  on  15th  Oct.;  in  2004:  at 
Pwll  Swnd  on  6th  Mar.,  3  at  Bancymelin  on  15th  Oct.,  at  Machynys  on  17th  Oct.  and  on  Mynydd 
Du  on  31st  Oct.  &  15th  Nov. 

YELLOWHAMMER  Emberiza  citrinella  MELYN  YR  E1THIN 

(C)  Declining  as  a  resident  breeding  species  over  large  parts  of  Wales.  Wales  -  Red  listed. 
Counts  of  over  12  included:  in  GWENT:  20-25  Llanfair  Kilgeddin  7th  Jan.,  30+  Dingestow  25ln 
Jan.;  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  40  at  Marcross  on  7th  Jan.  at  Ty’n-y-Caeau  on  5th  and  6th  Sep 
with  25+  there  on  28th.  60+  at  Ty’n-y-  Caeau  Farm  on  26th  Dec.;  20  at  Nitten,  GOWER  on 
18th  Feb.  and  12  near  Kingshall  on  12th  Nov.;  12  at  Cynghordy,  CARMARTHEN  on  4th  Dec.; 
in  PEMBROKE:  18  at  Wogeston  Farm  on  30th  Jan  was  the  only  count  in  double  figures 
received;  in  BRECON:  47  at  Tregoyd  on  12th  January.  Over  30  birds  were  at  Ffostyll  on  16th 
Sept.;  in  MONTGOMERY:  100  feeding  in  the  sacrifice  crop  at  Dolydd  Hafren  on  31st  Jan.,  60 
there  on  19th  Nov.  and  70  at  the  William  Condry  Reserve  in  December;  in  MEIRIONNYDD: 
14  in  a  garden  at  Rhyd  yr  onnen  on  22nd  Dec. 

ANGLESEY:  Monthly  maximum  counts  at  Brynteg: 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 

15  16  28  12  6  7  10 

ORTOLAN  BUNTING  Emberiza  hortulana  BRAS  Y  GERDD1 

(A)  Rare  vagrant. 

One  at  South  Stack,  ANGLESEY  on  24th  Sept. 

CORN  BUNTING  Emberiza  calandra '  BRAS  YR  YD 

(A)  Rare  breeding  bird  in  NE  Wales.  Vagrant  elsewhere. 

One  male  singing  at  Bettisfield,  FLINT  in  spring  with  another  just  over  the  border. 

One  also  seen  at  Dingestow,  GWENT  on  22nd  Jan. 

REED  BUNTING  Emberiza  schoeniclus  BRAS  Y  CYRS 

(C)  A  fairly  common  resident  breeding  species,  mainly  in  waterside  habitats;  evidence  of  a 
small  autumn  emigration.  Wales  -  Amber  listed. 

The  only  large  (25+)  flocks  reported  were:  in  GWENT:  30  at  Uskmouth  on  21SI  Jan.,  33  on  18th 
Feb.  30  there  16th  Dec.;  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  86  at  Blaencaerau,  Maesteg  on  2nd  Jan,  70  there 
on  14th  Jan  and  again  51  on  1st  Mar.  In  the  Llynfi  valley  57  pairs  bred.  41  at  Llanilid  on  2nd 
Dec.  and  50+  at  Ty’n  y  Caeau  Farm  on  29th;  100  at  Nitten,  GOWER  on  3ld  Mar.  and  30  at 
Salthouse  Point  on  30th  Oct.;  30  at  Cynghordy,  CARMARTHEN  ON  3rd  Dec.;  30+ 
Castlemartin  Corse,  PEMBROKE  on  21st  Nov;  55  on  Cors  Caron,  CEREDIGION  on  19th  Dec.; 
in  BRECON:  36  at  Slwch  on  6th  Mar.  and  30  at  Cross  Oak  on  3rd  Sept;  35  at  Glasbury, 
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RADNOR  on  10th  Oct.;  50  in  the  sacrifice  crop  at  Dolydd  Hafen,  MONTGOMERY  on  19lh 
Nov. 

Breeding  numbers:  59  territories  on  Cors  Caron,  CEREDIGION;  in  BRECON:  about  normal  at 
Llangorse  with  16  singing  males  in  the  southern  and  western  reedbeds,  8  at  MOD  Epynt,  8  at 
Penrhos  (Llanwrthwl)  and  3  territories  at  Scethrog.  MEIRIONNYDD:  1 1  singing  males  on  the 
Migneint  in  the  breeding  season,  (not  a  full  survey). 

BLACK-HEADED  BUNTING  Emberiza  melanocephala  BRAS  PENDDU 

(A)  Rare  vagrant. 

A  male  was  seen  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  2nd  June,  the  tenth  record  for  the  island. 
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A  report  on  bird  ringing  in  wales  during  2006 

PETER  HOWLETT National  Museum  Wales,  Cathay s  Park 

Cardiff.  CF10  3NP 


INTRODUCTION 

This  is  the  19Ih  annual  report  on  bird  ringing  in  Wales.  The  full  grown  totals  show  a  slight 
decrease  on  last  year,  while  the  pulli  total  is  now  at  its  highest  for  nine  years.  Highlights  for 
2006  are  a  bit  sparse  with  most  totals  ok  but  not  spectacular,  they  include:  the  best  year  so  far 
for  Little  Egret  and  Honey  Buzzard,  Common  Tern  and  Tree  Sparrow,  and  the  usual  scattering 
of  rare  or  scarce  migrants  thrown  in  such  as  Radde's  and  Western  Bonelli’s  Warbler 

Once  again  the  year  was  generally  milder  than  average  with  no  serious  cold  spells  at  all.  The 
bulk  of  the  breeding  season  was  relatively  dry,  with  the  heavy  rains  in  May  probably  falling 
between  broods  or  before  the  bulk  of  summer  migrants  had  got  into  full  swing.  Ringers 
reported  good-sized  broods  of  Pied  Flycatchers  and  generally  pleasant,  warm  conditions  for 
visits  to  next  box  sites.  The  year  finished  on  a  mild  note  so  once  again  winter  survival  rates 
should  be  good. 

METHOD  OF  ENQUIRY  AND  RESPONSE 

As  usual  this  report  is  based  on  the  information  sent  in  by  ringers  who  responded  to  a  request 
for  information  sent  out  in  2007.  They  were  asked  to  supply  ringing  totals  for  the  year,  indicate 
any  major  changes  in  effort  and  the  details  of  any  interesting  ringing  recoveries  received  during 
the  year.  Ringers  get  a  great  many  forms  to  fill,  although  the  increase  in  computerised  data 
submission  to  the  BTO  is  making  life  slightly  easier  and  hence  extra  requests  are  slightly  less 
of  a  burden  than  they  used  to  be.  For  2006  replies  were  received  from  41  ringers  and  9  groups. 

THE  RINGING  TOTALS 

The  totals  for  birds  ringed  in  2005  &  2006  are  shown  in  Table  1.  The  work  of  another  ringer, 
who  concentrates  on  nest  box  pulli ,  came  to  light  late  in  2005  so  their  totals  have  been  added 
retrospectively  to  the  2005  totals  this  year.  The  2006  total  of  21,215  is  17%  down  on  2005  and 
is  the  lowest  for  a  few  years,  although  only  just.  Interestingly,  there  are  a  handful  of  species 
whose  totals  have  dropped  such  that  they  alone  almost  account  for  the  change.  Manx 
Shearwater,  Wren,  Dunnock,  Robin,  Chiffchaff,  Willow  Warbler  and  Goldcrest  all  show 
decreases  20-40%  and  in  the  case  of  Goldcrest  a  whopping  59%.  Changes  in  the  ringing 
activities  of  the  observatory  on  Bardsey  Island  account  for  most  of  the  change  in  Manx 
Shearwater  and  Willow  Warbler  -  the  former  due  to  a  change  in  effort  and  the  latter  poor 
numbers  caught  in  spring  and  autumn.  However,  for  Chiffchaff  and  Goldcrest,  even  if  you  take 
the  observatory’s  totals  out  of  the  equation,  the  totals  have  still  decreased  by  33%  &  41% 
respectively.  For  Wren,  Dunnock  and  Robin  the  observatory’s  totals  have  less  impact  on  the 
grand  total  so  the  change  in  abundance  for  these  last  five  species  seems  to  be  real. 

Wrens,  Dunnocks  and  Robins  are  ubiquitous,  caught  in  reasonable  numbers  by  ringing  sites 
throughout  Wales.  In  contrast  only  a  handful  of  sites  contribute  most  of  the  Chiffchaffs  and 
Goldcrests.  Looking  at  the  ringing  totals  for  the  most  active  sites  it  seems  that  sites  towards  the 
west  of  Wales  have  seen  the  biggest  drop  in  the  first  three  species,  particularly  Wren.  Although 
there  is  a  limited  amount  that  can  be  drawn  from  year  to  year  changes  on  such  a  small  scale  - 
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there  are  too  many  other  variables  -  it  must  be  a  cause  for  concern  that  Wren,  Chiffchaff  and 
Goldcrest  also  show  declines  in  the  BTO’s  Breeding  Bird  Survey  (Raven  et  a!  2007).  There  are 
several  other  species  which  the  BBS  indicates  declined  in  2006  and  whose  ringing  totals  have 
also  declined.  They  include:  Long-tailed  Tit  (down  34%  on  2005),  Coal  Tit  (down  37%), 
Treecreeper  (down  33%)  and  Bullfinch  (down  47%).  Worryingly,  new  lows  were  achieved  for 
Marsh  (7)  and  Willow  Tit  (6)  as  well.  Their  populations  are  too  limited  to  be  covered  by  the 
Wales  BBS  but  in  the  UK  as  a  whole  both  have  shown  significant  declines  over  the  last  10 
years. 

Before  2006  the  productivity  of  seabirds  in  Wales  seemed  to  be  no  cause  for  concern,  unlike 
most  colonies  in  Scotland  and  the  north-east.  Unfortunately  this  year  saw  the  first  hint  that, 
perhaps,  all  may  not  be  well  in  the  Irish  Sea.  The  Kittiwakes  on  Puffin  Island  appeared  to  be 
having  a  bad  season  with  few'  nests  occupied.  As  this  is  the  first  year  this  has  happened  it  may 
be  too  soon  to  draw  any  conclusions,  particularly  as  seabirds  on  Bardsey,  Skomer  and 
Skokholm  have  not  shown  any  cause  for  concern. 

On  a  more  positive  note  2006  was  a  bumper  year  for  Goldfinch  (532)  and  Siskin  (689),  both 
those  totals  quite  comfortably  being  the  most  caught  in  a  year.  The  439  House  Sparrows  ringed 
is  the  second  highest  since  1988  and  indicates  a  continued  interest  in  targeting  them  for 
trapping.  The  Great  spotted  Woodpecker  increase  seems  to  continue  as  well  with  yet  another 
record  total  (72)  achieved. 

In  contrast  to  the  adult  total,  the pulli  total  at  15,3 18  is  the  highest  since  1997  and  features  some 
interesting  species  totals.  Two  species  put  in  a  first  appearance  as  pulli  in  these  reports: 
Dartford  Warbler  and  Red-backed  Shrike.  Dartford  Warblers  seem  to  be  spreading  through 
Wales  relatively  quickly,  presumably  helped  considerably  by  our  recent  mild  winters.  The 
reappearance  of  Red-backed  Shrike  as  a  breeding  bird  is  unexpected  and  it  is  perhaps  too  much 
to  hope  that  the  population  will  increase. 

Another  species  on  an  upward  trend  is  Little  Egret,  the  10  pulli  ringed  in  2006  the  best  year 
since  breeding  started  in  about  2002.  Honey  Buzzard  also  did  well  with  9  pulli  ringed  and  the 
Ospreys  managed  to  fledge  a  brood  for  the  second  successive  year.  Tree  Sparrows  seem  to  go 
from  strength  to  strength,  the  record  total  of  577  last  year  surpassed  by  634  this  year.  Common 
Terns  also  hatched  a  record  number  of  pulli  with  1.423  ringed,  although  there  is  no  indication 
what  percentage  of  these  actually  fledged. 

Unusual  or  scarce  species  featured  quite  well  this  year.  The  cannon-net  catch  of  22  Wigeon 
being  particularly  noteworthy  as  it’s  only  the  second  time  the  species  has  featured  in  this  report, 
SCAN  Ringing  Group  also  caught  a  Shoveler,  again  only  the  second  time  this  species  has  been 
ringed  since  this  report  started  in  1988.  Bardsey  had  a  fair  scattering  of  scarce  migrants  with  the 
highlight  being  a  Radde’s  Warbler,  the  island’s  4th  and  the  5th  for  Wales.  Western  Bonelli’s, 
Marsh  and  Yellow-browed  Warblers  and  a  Red-breasted  Flycatcher  helped  make  for  an 
interesting  year.  After  a  couple  of  blank  years  it  is  good  to  see  the  two  Aquatic  Warblers  back 
in  the  totals. 
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RINGING  PROJECTS 

No  reports  were  received  of  new  projects  this  year.  Other  projects  such  as  those  for  Swallow, 
Whinchat  and  Tree  Sparrow  pulli  continued  as  evident  by  the  continued  high  totals  for  these 
species. 

PUBLICATIONS  INVOLVING  RINGING  IN  WALES 
Once  again  there  is  rather  a  lack  of  publications: 

Howlett,  P.M.  (2007).  A  report  on  bird  ringing  in  Wales  during  2005.  Welsh  Birds  Vol.  4  No. 6 
2007  592-603.  Welsh  Ornithological  Society. 

Stansfield,  S.  (2007).  Ringing  Report  for  2006.  Bardsey  Obseri’citoiy  Report  No.  50:  2006. 
109-116. 
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SELECTED  RINGING  RECOVERIES 

As  is  customary  in  this  report  the  usual  plea  goes  out  for  non-ringers  to  let  me  know  of  any 
recoveries  they  find  (obviously  informing  the  BTO  first!),  it  is  very  difficult  to  find  out  about 
interesting  recoveries  found  by  the  general  public  and  the  BTO's  own  ringing  report  is  still 
running  a  few  months  behind  schedule. 

The  recoveries  are  arranged  by  species,  with  ringing  details  on  the  first  line  and  recovery  details 
on  the  second.  The  symbols  and  conventions  used  are  outlined  below;  age  is  given  according 
to  the  Euring  code,  the  figures  DO  NOT  represent  years.  Scientific  names  are  given  in  the 
main  systematic  list. 
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Age  when  ringed 

Manner  of  recovery 

1 

pullus  (=  nestling  or  chick) 

X 

found  dead 

2 

fully  grown,  year  of  hatching  unknown 

XF 

found  freshly  dead  or  dying 

3 

hatched  during  calendar  year  of  ringing 

XL 

found  dead  (not  recent) 

4 

hatched  before  calendar  year  of  ringing 

+ 

shot  or  intentionally  killed  by  man 

5 

hatched  during  previous  calendar  year 

but  exact  year  unknown 

6 

hatched  before  previous  calendar  year  but 

+F 

shot  or  intentionally  killed  by  man-fresh 

exact  year  unknown 

1 

found  sick  or  injured-not  released 

7 

definitely  hatched  2  years  before  year  of 

SR 

found  sick  or  injured-released  with  ring 

ringing 

V 

alive  and  probably  healthy,  caught  and 

8 

hatched  more  than  2  calendar  years  before 

released  not  by  a  ringer 

year  of  ringing. 

VV 

as  V  but  sighting  in  field  (includes 

colour  mark  records) 

Sex 

R 

caught  and  released  by  ringer 

M  = 

male,  F  =  female 

B 

as  R  -  breeding 

RR 

as  VV  but  by  a  ringer 

BB 

as  RR  -  nesting 

Canada  Goose 

5243933  5F  03.07.05  Llangorse  Lake,  Powys. 

VV  24.07.06  Thrybergh  Country  Park,  South  Yorkshire. 

216  km  NE  386  days 

This  is  the  longest  reported  movement  of  Canada  Goose  for  the  year.  Two  other  birds  from 
Llangorse  also  moved  to  the  same  place. 

Manx  Shearwater 


FBI 9461 

3 

29.08.05 

Bardsey  Island,  Gwynedd. 

X 

16.10.05 

Praia  do  Guarau,  Sao  Paulo,  BRAZIL. 

9276  km  SW  48  days 

FB19849 

3 

12.09.05 

Bardsey  Island,  Gwynedd. 

XL 

12.11.05 

Mostardas,  Rio  Grande  do  Sul,  BRAZIL. 

10200  km  SW  61  days 

FC82019 

4 

28.08.94 

Bardsey  Island,  Gwynedd. 

X 

07.10.05 

Imbe,  Rio  Grande  do  sul,  BRAZIL. 

1 0208  km  SW  1 1  yrs  43  days 

Unfortunately  there  was 

no  sign  of  either  of  the  old  birds  returning  to  Bardsey  which  have 

featured  in  this  report  in 
journeys  south. 

European  Storm  Petrel 

the  past  couple  of  years.  Two  of  the  birds  above  made  very  quick 

2434357 

4 

07.08.05 

Bardsey  Island,  Gwynedd. 

R 

21.08.05 

Faraid  Head,  Highland. 

650  km  N  14  days 

2459674 

4 

26.07.04 

Eyemouth,  Scottish  Borders 

R 

02.07.05 

nr  Llandudno,  Gwynedd. 

304  km  SSW  341  days 

The  first  bird  gives  a  good  indication  of  how  quickly  these  birds  can  move  when  they  have  a 
mind  to  do  so.  The  second  shows  how  far  birds  can  wander  around  the  coast  of  the  UK.  They 
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are  thought  to  be  non-breeders  although  there  are  few  records  of  these  wanderers  subsequently 
being  caught  at  a  colony  where  they  are  known  to  be  breeding. 


Cormorant 

L04577 

1 

22.06.85 

Puffin  Island,  Anglesey. 

X 

11.11.06 

Peniche,  Estremadura,  PORTUGAL. 

1604  km  S  21  yrs  147  days 

5010495 

1 

13.06.87 

Puffin  Island,  Anglesey. 

+ 

21.04.06 

River  Wye,  Hereford  &  Worcester. 

1 67  km  SE  1 8  yrs  3 1 7  days 

5235600 

1 

19.06.04 

Puffin  Island,  Anglesey 

+ 

16.01.06 

Embalse  de  Bebares,  Tineo,  Oviedo,  SPAIN. 

1124  km  S  576  days 

5235833 

1 

24.06.06 

Puffin  Island,  Anglesey. 

XF 

13.12.06 

Alhandra,  Extremadura,  PORTUGAL. 

1 644  km  S  1 72  days 

A  sample  from  the  many  recoveries  for  this  species  showing  the  oldest  birds  and  those  which 

have  moved  furthest. 

Shag 

1349460 

1 

23.06.01 

Puffin  Island,  Anglesey. 

RR 

11.07.05 

Staple  Island,  Fame  Islands,  Northumberland. 

299  km  NE  1479  days 

1368495 

1 

16.05.04 

Ynysoedd  Gwylan,  Gwynedd. 

XF 

19.01.05 

Mere  Sands  Wood,  Rufford,  Lancashire. 

156  km  NE  248  days 

1381477 

1 

21.06.03 

Puffin  Island,  Anglesey. 

X 

15.07.06 

Padstow,  Cornwall. 

3 1 6  km  S  1120  days 

1416707 

1 

24.06.06 

Puffin  Island,  Anglesey. 

X 

01.12.06 

Nethertown,  Cumbria. 

130  km  N  160  days 

An  interesting  scatter  of  recoveries  for  this  species.  The  vast  majority  of  Shags  ringed  in  North 
Wales  are  found  on  adjacent  coasts.  So  the  sighting  of  one  on  the  east  coast  is  of  particular 

note,  especially  as  the  bird  is  still  alive. 

Mere  Sands  Wood  is  about  3  miles  inland  and  the  bird 

presumably  landed  on 

the  lake  there  before  dying. 

Little  Egret 
GA2 141^ 

1 

30.05.04 

Gwent. 

R 

11.07.06 

Millbrook,  Cornwall. 

161km  SSW  772  days 

One  of  the  few  recoveries  so  far  of  a  British-reared  Little  Egret,  too  few  to  suggest  any  patterns. 
A  move  south  to  the  estuaries  in  Cornwall  is  perhaps  not  too  surprising  though. 

Honey  Buzzard 

GN 18656  1  24.07.00  Shropshire. 

VV  12.08.06  Breeding  South  Wales. 

c.  100  km  SW  2210  days 
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GF99086  1  26.07.02  North  Wales. 

VV  12.08.06  Breeding  South  Wales. 

c.  150  km  S  1478  days 

These  are  the  only  British-reared  birds  known  to  have  returned  to  the  UK  to  breed  and  happen 
to  now  be  a  breeding  pair. 

Red  Kite 

These  recovery  details  courtesy  of  Tony  Cross: 

HT25674 

Originally  ringed  as  a  single  chick  in  a  nest  near  Llanilar  on  19th  June  1990  (plus  Pale  blue 
wing  tag).  It  was  next  recorded  on  21st  July  1999  when  it  was  found  grounded  on  a  road  at 
Cnwch  Coch  with  no  tag  sightings  in  the  intervening  9  years!  After  a  short  period  of  rest  and 
recuperation  the  bird  was  released  at  New  Quay  on  23ld  July  1999.  On  22nd  June  2006  it  was 
found  long  dead  under  a  kite  nest  near  Capel  Trisant,  it  had  probably  been  one  of  the  breeding 
adults  at  this  site  the  previous  year  and  judging  from  the  remains  had  probably  died  during 
autumn/winter  2005. 

GREEN/ORANGE  1 1  1 

A  particularly  adventurous  young  kite  from  Dumfries  and  Galloway  undertook  a  whistle-stop 
tour  of  North  and  West  Wales.  On  22nd  April  it  was  seen  at  Cemlyn  on  Anglesey,  on  the  27th, 
just  five  days  later  it  was  seen  at  a  feeding  station  near  Lampeter  and  then  the  next  day  was 
photographed  at  the  Kites  in  Ceredigion  "Aren't  Welsh  Birds  Brilliant"  scheme  at  Forestry 
Commisson  Wales'  Bwlch  Nant-yr-Arian  feeding  station.  It  was  a  regular  at  the  later  site  right 
through  the  summer  before  returning  to  Scotland. 

The  bird  was  reared  in  Dumfries  and  Galloway  in  2005  by  parents  whom  were  both  of  North 
Scottish  provenance  and  therefore  originally  of  Swedish  origin.  The  odd  thing  is  that  it  had 
stayed  in  Scotland  during  the  period  when  it  might  have  been  expected  to  travel  south.  It  was 
recorded  frequently  at  the  Argaty  feeding  station  throughout  the  winter  with  the  last  sighting 
there  on  3rd  April.  Why  it  chose  to  migrate  south  in  the  spring  and  north  in  the  autumn  remains 
a  mystery. 

YELLOW/ORANGE  2  (GN92948) 

Ringed  on  28th  May  2005  at  Fawley,  near  Henley-on-  Thames.  It  was  first  recorded  at  Nant-yr- 
arian  on  27th  July  2006  and  again  on  29th  July  and  then  on  six  dates  in  August  up  to  the  last  on 
30th  August  2006. 

ORANGE/ORANGE  1  (GK51234). 

Ringed  on  1 1th  June  2005  as  one  of  a  brood  of  three  in  a  nest  at  Harewood  in  Yorkshire.  It  was 
last  recorded  at  Harewood  on  3rd  February  2006.  First  seen  in  Wales  on  1  1  September  2006  at 
Gigrin  Farm.  A  sibling  of  GK51236  below. 

ORANGE/ORANGE  3  (GK51236) 

Ringed  on  1 1th  June  2005  as  one  of  a  brood  of  three  in  a  nest  at  Harewood  in  Yorkshire  (with 
GK51234  above).  It  was  found  dead  on  moorland  near  Knighton  on  10th  September  2006. 
When  collected  the  bird  had  a  large  quantity  of  meat  in  its  mouth  and  down  its  oesophagus 
suggesting  that  it  had  either  choked  or  been  poisoned.  Laboratory  samples  confirmed  the  bird 
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was  a  victim  of  pesticide  abuse  and  had  died  from  ingesting  a  bait  poisoned  with 
alphachloralose. 

ORANGE/ORANGE  11  (GK51244) 

Ringed  as  a  chick  in  a  brood  of  two  on  1 8  June  2005  at  Harewood  in  Yorkshire.  It  was 
recorded  at  Harewood  in  26th  May  2006  and  was  next  seen  at  Gigrin  Farm,  Rhayader  on  13th 
July.  It  had  returned  to  Harewood  by  7lh  August  2006. 

ORANGE/ORANGE  17  (GK51249) 

Ringed  on  19th  June  2005  in  a  nest  at  Harewood  in  Yorkshire  and  was  last  there  on  5th  April 
2006.  It  nexc  showed  up  at  Nant-yr-Arian  feeding  station  near  Aberystwyth  on  3ui  and  6th  July 
2006  before  returning  to  Yorkshire  on  1 1  July! 

WHITE/ORANGE  D  (GN94613) 

Ringed  as  a  chick  in  a  brood  of  3  on  6  June  2005  in  Northamptonshire  .  It  was  first  sighted  at 
Nant-yr-arian,  Ponterwyd  on  16th  September  2005.  It  then  travelled  back  to  Northamptonshire 
and  was  recorded  there  on  10lh  November  2005  and  4th  January  2006.  Obviously  having 
enjoyed  its  trip  to  Wales  it  was  back  at  Nant-yr-Arian  on  6th  February  2006  and  then  at  Gigrin 
Farm  on  1st  October  2006. 

Sparrowhawk 

DK83356  4M  27.10.04  nr  Talley,  Carmarthenshire. 

XF  02.11.05  Thornton  Hough,  Wirral. 

166  km  NNE  371  days 

If  this  is  a  British  Sparrowhawk  it  is  a  long-distance  movement,  it  appears  most  Sparrowhawks 
disperse  less  than  20  km  from  the  natal  area.  However,  there  is  a  distinct  possibility  this  could 
be  a  bird  of  Norwegian  origin.  There  have  been  other  recoveries  of  Norwegian/Scandinavian 
ringed  birds  in  the  west  of  Britain;  this  bird  was  ringed  in  October  and  recovered  in  November 
which  would  tally  with  when  you  would  expect  a  bird  of  Scandinavian  origin  to  be  in  western 
Britain. 

Merlin 

EG79902  IF  29.06.05  nr  Bala,  Gwynedd. 

XL  07.05.06  Banks,  Southport,  Lancashire. 

96  km  NNE  312  days 

The  salt  marshes  of  the  Ribble  Estuary  are  a  good  place  to  see  Merlins  in  the  winter  and  this 
gives  an  indication  as  to  where  the  birds  are  from. 

Peregrine 

GH94238  1  20.06.91  Friog,  Gwynedd. 

XF  31.08.05  Cabin  Hill,  Formby,  Merseyside. 

115  km  NE  14  yrs  233  days 

Only  a  couple  of  years  short  of  the  longevity  record  for  this  species  so  a  good  age. 
Oystercatcher 

FP43272  7  21.12.02  Pen-y-Parc,  Anglesey. 

X  20.07.06  Vestmanna,  FAEROES. 

„  1005  km  N  1307  days 

256 


FP60410 

8 

22.11.03 

Wig,  Gwynedd. 

X 

29.06.06 

Maouvotn,  Kollfjaroardalur,  FAEROES 
1003  km  N  950  days 

FR38782 

5 

06.06.82 

Wig,  Gwynedd. 

XF 

19.06.06 

Church  Bay,  Anglesey. 

39  km  NW  24  yrs  13  days 

FR58275 

1 

30.05.84 

Arkholme,  Lancaster,  Lancashire. 

R 

04.11.06 

Wig,  Gwynedd. 

139  km  SW  22  yrs  163  days 

A  small  selection  of  the  recoveries  received  for  Oystercatcher  during  the  year.  They  show  a 
couple  of  long-distance  movements  to  breeding  grounds  on  the  Faeroes  and  a  couple  of  old 
retraps.  Although  24  years  is  good  it  is  still  a  long  way  from  the  current  record  of  3 1  years. 

Curlew 


CT066246 

1 

06.06.87 

Kauhava,  Vaasa,  FINLAND. 

R 

03.03.06 

Llanfairfechan,  Gwynedd. 

1909  km  SW  18  yrs  275  days 

FS40887 

2 

17.11.1974 

Point  of  Ayr,  Clwyd. 

R 

17.05.1996 

nr  Alte  Piccardie,  Weser-Ems,  Helgoland, 

GERMANY. 

R 

10.04.2006 

nr  Alte  Piccardie,  Weser-Ems,  Helgoland, 

GERMANY. 

698  km  E  31  yrs  184  days 

In  comparison  to 

the  Oystercatcher  the 

sighting  of  FS40887  on  the  island  of  Helgoland 

constitutes  a  new  longevity  record  for  Curlew. 

Dunlin 

KT55007 

3 

12.09.05 

Mustasaari,  Vaasa,  FINLAND. 

R 

14.12.05 

Llanfairfechan,  Gwynedd. 

1813  km  SW  93  days 

NR24900 

4 

21.06.02 

Withigill,  Hoy,  Orkney. 

R 

16.05.05 

Bardsey  Island,  Gwynedd. 

683  km  S  1060  days 

Two  birds  caught  in  North  Wales  but  likely  to  be  on  very  different  migration  strategies.  It  is 
likely  the  Orkney  bird  was  on  its  way  back  through  Bardsey  having  wintered  somewhere  in 
Europe  or  West  Africa.  The  Finnish  bird  will  have  been  wintering  on  the  North  Wales  coast, 
possibly  having  moved  there  from  the  east  coast  earlier  in  the  winter. 

Turnstone 

CE86621  3  09.09.90  Vickerstown,  Walney  Island,  Cumbria. 

R  02.12.06  Rhos-on-Sea,  Clwyd. 

96  km  S  16  yrs  85  days 

Just  three  years  shy  of  the  longevity  record  for  this  species.  Like  many  waders  Turnstones  can 
undertake  some  of  the  longest  migrations  of  all  birds  so  the  number  of  miles  these  birds  clock 
up  in  a  lifetime  is  staggering. 

Herring  Gull 

1  23.06.05  Trawsfynydd,  Merionnydd. 
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XF  20.01.06  Crackington  Haven,  Cornwall. 

246  km  S  211  days 

A  fairly  long-distance  movement  for  a  Herring  Gull,  like  Shags  most  go  no  further  than  the 
immediate  coast. 


Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 


1 

23.06.03 

Trawsfynydd,  Merionnydd. 

I 

16.05.06 

Stranraer,  Dumfries  &  Galloway. 

234  km  N  1058  days 

GF91011 

1 

22.06.97 

Trawsfynydd,  Merionnydd. 

VV 

25.10.97 

Matosinhos,  Douro  Litoral,  PORTUGAL. 

vv 

30.10.99 

Matosinhos,  Douro  Litoral,  PORTUGAL. 

VV 

09.11.05 

Matosinhos,  Douro  Litoral,  PORTUGAL. 

1350  km  SSW  3062  days 

GF91096 

1 

04.07.97 

Trawsfynydd,  Merionnydd. 

vv 

14.10.97 

Gloucester,  Gloucestershire. 

vv 

19.11.98 

Le  Tranchet,  Vendee,  FRANCE. 

vv 

09.11.01 

Gloucester  Tip,  Gloucestershire. 

vv 

02.01.02 

Gloucester  Tip,  Gloucestershire. 

vv 

17.10.02 

Gloucester  Tip,  Gloucestershire. 

vv 

19.07.04 

Hereford,  Hereford  &  Worcester. 

vv 

07.10.04 

Caine  Sand  Pits,  Wiltshire. 

vv 

21.12.04 

Gloucester,  Gloucestershire. 

vv 

05.01.06 

Gloucester,  Gloucestershire. 

163  km  SE  3107  days 

A  range  of  movement  patterns  here.  There  are  fewer  records  of  birds  moving  north  from  their 
natal  area.  GF9101 1  is  a  more  typical  movement  you  might  associate  with  this  species  and 
GF91096  one  of  the  growing  number  which  go  no  further  south  than  France  and  quickly  return 

to  wintering  in  the  UK. 

Great  Black-backed  Gull 

MA09115 

1 

19.06.04 

Denny  Island,  Gwent. 

10.04.06 

Cayeux  sur  Mer,  Somme,  FRANCE. 

335  km  ESE  660  days 

Although  one  of  the  most  maritime  of  our  gulls  this  is  quite  a  substantial  movement  for  a 

British-born  bird. 

Common  Tern 
SV82386 

1 

23.06.02 

Shotton  Steel  Works,  Clwyd. 

R 

21.11.05 

nr  Swakopmund,  NAMIBIA.  22°  34'S  14°  30’E 

8608  km  SSE  1247  days 

SR42205 

1 

24.07.05 

Shotton  Steel  Works,  Clwyd. 

V 

05.04.06 

at  sea  off  Dakar,  SENEGAL.  14°  14’N  18°  10'W 
4489  km  SSW  255  days 

It  is  gratifying  that  both  these  birds  were  observed  alive  having  travelled  so  far,  a  far  cry  from 
the  days  when  many  terns  were  caught  along  the  coast  of  West  Africa. 


Little  Tern 
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NV84987 


1  29.06.04  nr  Gronant,  Clwyd. 

XF  19.06.06  nr  Bolton  Town  End,  Lancashire. 

91km  NNE  720  days 

There  are  so  few  Little  Terns  ringed  that  even  a  short  distance  movement  is  of  interest. 


Guillemot 


R20454 

1 

23.06.01 

Puffin  Island,  Gwynedd. 

X 

23.02.03 

Oestend,  BELGIUM. 

527  km  SE  610  days 

R36067 

1 

24.06.06 

Puffin  Island,  Anglesey. 

X 

11.09.06 

Carsaig  Bay,  Isle  of  Mull,  Strathclyde. 

356  km  N  79  days 

The  first  bird  was. 

unfortunately,  a  victim  of  the  oil  which  leaked  from  the  wrecked  ‘Tricolor" 

car  carrier.  It  is  slightly  unusual  for  a  bird  to  disperse  so  far  north  in  its  first  autumn  as  R36067 

has  done. 

Razorbill 

M49722 

6 

29.05.82 

Puffin  Island,  Anglesey. 

XF 

22.12.06 

Salterbeck,  Workington,  Cumbria. 

148  km  N  24  yrs  213  days 

K09762 

1 

20.06.05 

Bardsey  Island,  Gwynedd. 

XF 

24.03.06 

Playa  de  Castelldefels,  Barcelona,  SPAIN. 

1374  km  SSE  277  days 

K09870 

1 

23.06.05 

Bardsey  Island,  Gwnyedd. 

XF 

28.09.05 

Scapa  Bay,  St  Ola,  Orkney. 

699  km  N  97  days 

K09870  is  another  bird  bucking  the  trend  and  moving  north  in  its  first  autumn.  The  other  two 
records  are  examples  of  reasonable  longevity  and  dispersal  to  the  Mediterranean. 

Long-eared  Owl 
GN67694 

1 

12.05.05 

nr  Blaenavon,  Gwent. 

I 

14.05.06 

Marston,  Oxfordshire. 

124  km  E  367  days 

Very  few  Long-eared  Owls  are  ringed  i 

in  Wales  so  any  recovery  is  noteworthy.  Lirst  year  birds. 

as  this  one  shows, 

,  can 

disperse  some  distance  from  their  natal  area. 

Little  Owl 

EP 19249 

4 

13.11.95 

Bardsey  Island,  Gwynedd. 

XL 

09.10.05 

Bardsey  Island,  Gwynedd. 

9  yrs  333  days 

This  is  a  good  age  for 

a  Little  Owl  and 

is  only  a  few  months  shy  of  the  record  for  this  species. 

Grey  Wagtail 

T65 1069^ 

3J 

06.06.05 

Llwynmawr,  Wrexham. 

XF 

25.09.05 

Tattenhall,  Chester. 

34  km  NE  1 1 1  days 

The  average  movement  British  Grey  Wagtail  is  only  about  20  km  (Wemham  et  al  (eds).  2002), 
so  anything  much  over  that  is  quite  noteworthy. 
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Wren 

AXE532 


1  29.05.05  Tremadog,  Gwynedd. 

XF  25.09.05  Bognor  Regis,  West  Sussex. 

337  km  SE  119  days 
A  staggering  movement  for  a  British-born  Wren! 

Whinchat 

A  bird  retrapped  in  Gwent  at  6  years  and  163  days  is  now  the  oldest  Whinchat  known  from  the 
BTO  ringing  scheme. 

Redwing 

RS56955  3  11.10.04  Rhostryfan,  Gwynedd. 

XF  15.05.05  Nesna,  Langset,  NORWAY. 

1752  km  NE  216  days 

A  good  indication  that  some  of  the  Redwing  in  winter  are  the  nominate  race  iliacus  and  not  the 
Icelandic  race  coburni. 

Sedge  Warbler 


L942644 

4 

07.08.04 

Salcidos,  Pontvedra,  SPAIN. 

R 

03.05.05 

Bardsey  Island,  Gwynedd. 
1244  km  NNE  269  days 

R647157 

4 

14.05.05 

Bardsey  Island,  Gwynedd. 

B 

10.06.05 

Llangorse  Lake,  Powys. 

140  km  SE  27  days 

T452473 

3 

06.08.05 

Llangorse  Lake,  Powys. 

R 

07.08.05 

Titchfield  Haven,  Hampshire 
1 86  km  SE  1  day 

Presumably  R647157  overshot  on  its  way  north,  perhaps  due  to  adverse  weather.  T452473 
gives  an  idea  of  just  how  far  birds  can  move  overnight. 

Reed  Warbler 

9380449  3  19.08.05  Lapsheure,  West-Vlaanderen,  BELGIUM. 

R  05.09.05  Bardsey  Island,  Gwynedd. 

580  km  WNW  17  days 

A  seemingly  odd  westerly  movement  but  in  fact  just  doing  what  the  majority  of  scarce  migrants 
do  when  they  turn  up  in  the  UK. 

Blackcap 

T325318  3M  10.09.04  Llangorse  Lake,  Powys. 

R  27.09.06  Deltabre,  Tarragona,  SPAIN. 

1275  km  SE  747  days 

For  ringers,  getting  news  of  a  foreign  recovery  is  always  good  news! 

Chiffchaff 

AVK441  3  13.09.05  Uskmouth,  Gwent. 

?  05.12.05  Masssa,  Agadir,  MOROCCO. 

2461  km  S  83  days 
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Quite  a  rapid  movement  south. 
Goldcrest 


BALI  81 

3F 

28.09.04 

Nanjizal,  Lands  End,  Cornwall. 

R 

25.03.05 

Bardsey  Island,  Gwynedd. 

307  km  NNE  178  days 

AXB340 

3F 

15.10.04 

Icklesham,  Sussex. 

R 

29.03.05 

Bardsey  Island,  Gwynedd. 

428  km  NW  165  days 

There  is  relatively 

little  known  about  the 

movements  of  British  Goldcrests  (Wemham  el  al 

(eds).  2002).  It  seems  more  likely  that  these  are  Scottish  or  Irish  breeding  birds  returning  north 
or  west  rather  than  birds  of  continental  origin.  The  next  question  is  whether  or  not  these  birds 
ventured  abroad  after  ringing. 


Coal  Tit 

N792317  4  05.12.99  Crynant,  Glamorgan. 

R  05.02.06  Crynant,  Glamorgan. 

6  yrs  64  days 

A  very  good  age  for  a  Coal  Tit. 

Greenfinch 

VV94732  3F  13.10.99  Bardsey  Island,  Gwynedd. 

XF  16.06.06  Gian  Conwy,  Colwyn  Bay,  Gwynedd. 

89  km  NE  6  yrs  248  days 

Another  bird  reaching  middle-age  but  still  only  halt  way  to  the  record  tor  Greenfinch. 
Goldfinch 

T452137  3JM  01.09.05  Llangorse  Lake,  Powys. 

XF  09.10.05  Blean,  Canterbury,  Kent. 

305  km  ESE  38  days 

Some  British  Goldfinch  head  south  to  the  north  coast  of  Spain  for  the  winter  so  longer  distance 
movements  aren’t  too  unusual. 


Siskin 

T1 16747  5M  26.03.06 

R  18.04.06 

Quite  a  rapid  movement. 


Gleadthorpe  Grange,  Warsop,  Nottinghamshire. 
Llwymawr,  Clwyd. 

141km  WNW  23  days 


Reed  Bunting 

T8 13755  3J  18.08.05  Uskmouth,  Gwent. 

23.10.05  West  Stafford,  Dorset. 

102  km  SE  66  days 

This  is  a  quite  a  long-distance  movement  for  a  British-bred  Reed  Bunting,  although  in  a 
predictable  direction. 
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Table  1:  Systematic  list  of  birds  ringed  in  Wales  during  2005  and  2006 

2005  2006 


Species 

FG 

Mute  Swan 

26 

Greylag  Goose 

- 

Canada  Goose 

250 

Barnacle  Goose 

2 

Shelduck 

6 

Wigeon 

- 

Shoveler 

- 

Mallard 

4 

Fulmar 

2 

Manx  Shearwater 

1569 

Stoma  Petrel 

144 

Cormorant 

1 

Shag 

12 

Little  Egret 

1 

Grey  Heron 

- 

Honey  Buzzard 

- 

Red  Kite 

3 

Hen  Harrier 

- 

Goshawk 

- 

Sparrowhawk 

14 

Buzzard 

1 

Osprey 

- 

Kestrel 

- 

Merlin 

1 

Hobby 

- 

Peregrine 

- 

Water  Rail 

3 

Moorhen 

6 

Oystercatcher 

808 

Little  R.  Plover 

- 

Ringed  Plover 

20 

Lapwing 

1 

Knot 

33 

Purple  Sandpiper 

- 

Curlew  Sandpiper 

1 

Dunlin 

624 

Jack  Snipe 

3 

Snipe 

6 

Woodcock 

1 

Whimbrel 

3 

Curlew 

22 

Black-t.  Godwit 

1 

Bar-tailed  Godwit 

1 

Redshank 

197 

Com.  Sandpiper 

2 

Pull 

FG 

Pull 

47 

34 

63 

- 

17 

- 

- 

250 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

- 

- 

22 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

3 

3 

- 

1 

- 

345 

794 

163 

- 

117 

- 

339 

- 

441 

398 

15 

356 

- 

- 

10 

3 

2 

6 

5 

- 

9 

180 

1 

197 

16 

- 

11 

48 

- 

39 

8 

14 

7 

38 

11 

5 

2 

- 

3 

44 

1 

11 

8 

- 

14 

6 

- 

- 

23 

1 

31 

- 

2 

- 

- 

9 

- 

5 

577 

14 

3 

- 

1 1 

9 

16 

5 

7 

- 

38 

- 

37 

- 

- 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

168 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

13 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

167 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

_ 
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Species 

Turnstone 

Black-headed  Gull 

Less.  Black-b.  Gull 

Herring  Gull 

Gt.  Black-backed  Gull 

Kittiwake 

Sandwich  Tern 

Common  Tern 

Arctic  Tern 

Roseate  Tern 

Little  Tern 

Guillemot 

Razorbill 

Puffin 

Stock  Dove 

Woodpigeon 

Collared  Dove 

Turtle  Dove 

Cuckoo 

Bam  Owl 

Tawny  Owl 

Long-eared  Owl 

Little  Owl 

Nightjar 

Swift 

Kingfisher 

Wryneck 

Green  Woodpecker 

Gt  Sp.  Woodpecker 

Skylark 

Woodlark 

Sand  Martin 

Swallow 

House  Martin 

Rock  Pipit 

Tree  Pipit 

Meadow  Pipit 

Yellow  Wagtail 

Grey  Wagtail 

Pied  Wagtail 

Dipper 

Wren 

Dunnock 

Robin 

Nightingale 


2005  2006 


FG 

Pull 

FG 

Pull 

251 

- 

216 

- 

23 

2 

31 

- 

9 

697 

17 

536 

18 

563 

31 

628 

- 

125 

- 

132 

119 

197 

53 

98 

1 

- 

1077 

1 

1 

1423 

- 

279 

- 

204 

1 

_ 

9 

_ 

1 

13 

24 

443 

21 

367 

102 

352 

65 

314 

60 

88 

33 

56 

- 

19 

- 

17 

10 

- 

12 

- 

14 

- 

11 

1 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

_ 

15 

156 

12 

109 

4 

25 

6 

1 

2 

16 

- 

- 

2 

3 

- 

1 

18 

9 

14 

2 

1 

2 

9 

- 

8 

7 

14 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

3 

- 

1 

- 

66 

- 

72 

- 

1 

- 

1 

A 

32 

_ 

96 

599 

595 

475 

637 

13 

6 

9 

8 

4 

- 

1 

- 

5 

- 

5 

5 

107 

5 

110 

13 

1 

- 

9 

- 

13 

72 

3 

52 

78 

35 

57 

8 

31 

203 

27 

185 

569 

13 

365 

- 

538 

13 

415 

9 

795 

43 

619 

6 

1 

. 

_ 

_ 
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2004  2005  2004  2005 


Species 

FG 

Pull 

FG 

Pull 

Species 

FG 

Pull 

FG 

Pull 

Black  Redstart 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Bearded  Tit 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Redstart 

28 

133 

36 

158 

Long-tailed  Tit 

421 

- 

279 

- 

Whinchat 

33 

218 

1 

308 

Marsh  Tit 

14 

- 

7 

- 

Stonechat 

31 

11 

16 

12 

Willow  Tit 

14 

- 

6 

- 

Wheatear 

72 

14 

17 

- 

Coal  Tit 

396 

8 

250 

8 

Ring  Ouzel 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Blue  Tit 

2639 

2107 

2522 

2111 

Blackbird 

664 

28 

660 

10 

Great  Tit 

1137 

1502 

1007 

1290 

Fieldfare 

6 

- 

1 

- 

Nuthatch 

76 

1 19 

57 

83 

Song  Thrush 

215 

16 

196 

11 

Treecreeper 

43 

- 

29 

- 

Redwing 

93 

- 

246 

- 

Golden  Oriole 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Mistle  Thrush 

1 

3 

4 

- 

Red-b.  Shrike 

1 

- 

- 

4 

Cetti's  Warbler 

82 

- 

39 

- 

Jay 

19 

- 

10 

- 

Grasshopper  W. 

51 

- 

32 

- 

Magpie 

14 

1 

24 

1 

Aquatic  Warbler 

- 

- 

2 

- 

Chough 

1 

287 

1 

257 

Sedge  Warbler 

1151 

2 

1050 

4 

Jackdaw 

26 

29 

35 

59 

Marsh  Warbler 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Rook 

- 

- 

4 

- 

Reed  Warbler 

1143 

30 

1402 

27 

Carrion  Crow 

3 

4 

7 

- 

Booted  Warbler 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Raven 

- 

1 

- 

16 

Icterine  Warbler 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Starling 

82 

7 

93 

4 

Melodious  Warbler 

1 

- 

- 

- 

House  Sparrow 

257 

136 

439 

147 

Blackcap 

867 

- 

743 

4 

Tree  Sparrow 

17 

577 

16 

634 

Garden  Warbler 

87 

4 

101 

- 

Chaffinch 

1279 

1 

1106 

- 

Lesser  Whitethroat 

33 

- 

23 

- 

Brambling 

14 

- 

3 

- 

Whitethroat 

215 

3 

272 

2 

Greenfinch 

1521 

1 

1265 

- 

Dartford  Warbler 

2 

- 

- 

10 

Goldfinch 

454 

- 

532 

1 

Yellow-b.  Warbler 

2 

- 

1 

- 

Siskin 

383 

- 

689 

1 

Radde's  Warbler 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Linnet 

1 18 

4 

19 

- 

Bonelli's  Warbler  sp 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Common  Redpoll 

1 

- 

- 

Wood  Warbler 

12 

65 

6 

57 

Lesser  Redpoll 

107 

- 

94 

- 

Chiffchaff 

1040 

2 

586 

6 

Redpoll  sp. 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Willow  Warbler 

1059 

24 

595 

1 1 

Crossbill 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Goldcrest 

1221 

- 

505 

- 

Bullfinch 

326 

4 

173 

- 

Firecrest 

6 

- 

4 

- 

Hawfinch 

- 

4 

3 

- 

Spotted  Flycatcher 

45 

33 

27 

35 

Yellowhammer 

98 

2 

83 

- 

Red-b.  Flycatcher 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Little  Bunting 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Pied  Flycatcher 

342 

2720 

308 

3780 

Reed  Bunting 

236 

- 

203 

- 

TOTAL 

25514 

14690 

21215 

15318 
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Above:  Oystercatcher  with  young,  Pembrokeshire.  L.  Lomax. 
Below:  Purple  Sandpiper,  E.  Glamorgan.  R.  Smith. 


